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Foreword

Thispeer-reviewededitedvolumefocusesontextbookresearchpertaining

specificallytotheAlbanian-speakingregionsofSouth-EasternEurope,asubject

somewhatneglectedbyeducationalmediaresearchintheSEEregionuntilnow,

whichhastendedtofocusonthecountriesofformerYugoslavia.Thisbookisthe

firsttomaketextbookswrittenintheAlbanianlanguageitsprimaryfocus,and

thusfillsasignificantgapintextbookresearchintheSEEregion.Itherefore

congratulatetheeditors,ClaudiaLichnofsky,EnriketaPandelejmoniandDarko

Stojanov,andthankthemfortheirexpertiseandcollaborationovertheyears.

TheideaforthisvolumeemergedinthecontextoftheprojectHistoryText-

booksandTeachinginAlbanianLanguageAreas,carriedoutattheGeorgEckert

InstituteforInternationalTextbookResearchinBrunswick,Germany,between

2013and2015,andfundedbytheFederalForeignOfficeofGermany.Theproject

soughttoexamineandadvancethestatusofresearchontextbooksfromAlbania,

Kosovo,Macedonia,MontenegroandSerbia.Conferencesoneducationalmedia

research,seminarsfortextbookauthorsandworkshopsforteacherswereheld

everyyearoftheproject,andfellowshipsforresearchstaysattheinstitutewith

itsuniquetextbooklibrarywereawardedtoseveralscholarsandtextbookau-

thorsinsupportoftheirworkontextbookswritteninAlbanianandneigh-

bouringSouth-Slaviclanguages.1Theprojectanditseventsbroughttogether

scholars,historyteachersandtextbookauthorsworkingintheregion,partic-

ularlythreeconferencesconvenedinPrishtina(2013),Tirana(2014)andSkopje

(2015),onthesubjectofmythsintextbooksofSouth-EasternEurope.Here,the

visualrepresentations,nationalhistories,ethnicconflictsandhistoricaltermi-

nologytobefoundinhistorytextbooksoftheregionwereanalyzedanddis-

cussedinavarietyofpresentationsandpanels.

Manyindividualsandinstitutionscontributedtothesuccessoftheproject.

1Forfurtherinformationonthisproject,seehttps://albanianlanguagetextbooks.wordpress.
com/andhttp://www.gei.de/en/departments/textbooks-and-society/history-textbooks-and-
teaching-in-albanian-language-areas.html.
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FirstandforemostIthankClaudiaLichnofskyforhercoordinationoftheproject

attheGEI,andherassistantsChristineChiriacandElvirBecirovic.We are

gratefulforthecooperationofmanyinstitutionsintheSEEregion,particularly

toSkenderAsanifromtheInstitutefortheSpiritualandCulturalHeritageofthe

Albanians,Skopje,BujarDugollifromtheUniversityofPrishtina,Valentina

DukafromtheUniversityofTirana,andDragiGjorgievfromtheInstituteof

NationalHistoryinSkopje.Ialsoextendmyappreciationtoournetworkof

historyteachers,academicsandtextbookauthors,whichhasgrownandflour-

ishedthankstoJonathanEven-ZoharandDieterNehring.

Thiseditedvolumehasalsocometolifethankstothehardworkofmany.The

sincerethanksoftheeditorsandmyselfgotoallcontributorsfortheirunique

perspectivesandinsights.Onbehalfoftheeditorsandcontributors,Ialsothank

thetwoanonymousreviewersfortheirinvaluableadviceanddetailed,con-

structivecriticism,andMarcusOttoforhissupportandadvice.Sincerethanks

areduetoourproofreadersattheGEI,NicolaWatsonandKateEbisch-Burton,

fortheirpatienceanddiligence,toNiamhBurnsforhersensitiveandintelligent

editing,andtoWendyAnneKopischforhereditorialcoordination.

EckhardtFuchs

Director,GeorgEckertInstituteforInternationalTextbookResearch,

Brunswick,Germany,September2017
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ClaudiaLichnofsky/EnriketaPandelejmoni/DarkoStojanov

Introduction:TextbooksandTeachingofAlbaniain
South-EasternEurope

Textbookresearchisnolongeranewfieldofstudyandhasmadeitsmarkin

South-EasternEuropeparticularlyinthecourseofeducationreformsincethe

breakupofYugoslaviain1992.Untilnow,however,studieshavetendedto

marginalisetextbooksandeducationalmediawrittenintheAlbanianlanguage.

WhileseveralvolumesandarticleshavebeenpublishedontextbooksinSouth-

EasternEuropesincethe1990s,1Albaniantextbookshardlyfeatureinthese

writings.Thisvolumethereforeseekstofillthisresearchgapbyfocusingon

textbookswrittenintheAlbanianlanguageandneighbouringSouth-Slavic

languagesandofsignificanceforAlbaniansandAlbanianspeakers.

Whattextbooksteachisalwaysofpoliticalinterest:‘theyprovideakey

throughwhichnationalandcitizenshipidentitiesareprojectedandconstructed

visvisawiderworld’.2Whenanalysingtextbooks,welearnwhatgenerationsof

learnerswillreadabouttheirownpastsandaboutthehistoryofothers.A

textbookrepresentsasociety’sintentionsforitsnextgeneration.Twofactorsare

vitalforunderstandingtheimagesofcountriesandpeoplesthatareproducedin

textbooks:selection(whichaspectsofhistory?)andpresentation(howare

Othersdepicted?).Stereotypesandprejudicesarebuiltoncertainperceptions

thatshapehowonesees(andwritesabout)theworld.Forthisreason,they

ultimatelyrevealmoreaboutone’sownidentityproblemsthanabouthowone

viewsone’sneighbour.As WolfgangHöpkenhasremarked,an‘ethnically

fragmentedregionsuchasSouth-EasternEuropeisaspaceofintensiveexpe-

1AugustaDimou,ed.,‘Transition’andthePoliticsofHistoryEducationinSoutheastEurope.
Eckert.TheBookSeries,vol.124(Goettingen:V&Runipress,2009);WolfgangHöpken,ed.,
ÖlinsFeuer?Schulbücher,ethnischeStereotypenundGewaltinSüdosteuropa/OilonFire?
Textbooks,EthnicStereotypesandViolenceinSouth-EasternEurope,Studienzurinterna-
tionalenSchulbuchforschung,vol.89(Hanover:VerlagHahnscheBuchhandlung,1996);
ChristinaKoulouri,ed.,CliointheBalkans:ThePoliticsofHistoryEducation(Thessaloniki:
CDRSEE,2002).
2HannaSchisslerandYaseminNuhoğluSoysal,eds,TheNation,Europe,andtheWorld:
TextbooksandCurriculainTransition(NewYork:BerghahnBooks,2005),p.2.
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rienceofbothconfrontationandconflict.Insucharegion,wherebeingan‘other’

hasoftenbeenassociatedwithconflictintensity,aswiftrecoursetostereotypes

canprovideaneasymeansofcategorisationandself-confirmation’.3Or,fol-

lowingRainerOhliger,onemightsaythatastextbooksareinstrumentsforthe

implementationofnationalideologies,theycanturnintoprominentsourcesof

intra-societalconflictsin(ethnically)diversesocieties.Notonlythestatebut

alsocompetinginterestgroupsofteninterveneintheprocessoftextbook

writing.Culturalhegemonyandpoliticalpoweroverthenationalcurricula

providetoolsfordefiningtheveryessenceofthenation.Textbooksnotonly

mirrorthenationalcultureofeducation,butarealsoessentialandcomplex

instrumentsforbuilding,constructingandreproducingit.Representationin

textbooksisthussignificantfortherecognitionandstatusofminoritiesand

marginalsocialgroups.Acrucialconflictwithintherealmofeducationalpolicy

arisesassoonasthenationisconstructedalongethno-nationallinesandthe

stateeitherincludesmembersof‘other’ethnicgroupsorexcludesminorities

whoareconsideredpartoftheethno-nationalSelf.4

Indefiningwhatismeantby‘enemies’and‘others’,anationalsoshapesits

owndesired(self-)perception.Theframeworkforsuchdefinitionsisthenation-

buildingprocessanditsneedfordemarcationandexclusionsincetheendofthe

18thcentury.AfterthefallofthecommunistregimeinAlbaniaandthebreakup

ofYugoslavia,theMarxistapproachwasremovedfromtextbooksandformer

interpretationswerereplacedbyethnocentricperspectives.

TextbookResearchinandonAlbaniaandSouth-EasternEurope

MostresearchpublishedonhistorytextbooksofformerYugoslavstates,par-

ticularlyinthe1990s,addressestextbookseitherfromYugoslavia(fromthe

KingdomofYugoslaviaortheSocialistFederalRepublicofYugoslavia)orfrom

Serbia.Thisvolumeseekstofilltheexistingresearchgapontextbooksfor

AlbanianreaderslivinginSouth-EasternEurope.Itbringstogetheradiverse

groupofscholars,historyteachersandtextbookauthorsfromAlbanian-

speakingcountriesandotherstateswithintheBalkanswithanalysesofthevisual

representations,nationalhistories,ethnicconflictsandhistoricalterminology

presentedinhistorytextbooksoftheregion.

Asignificantportionofthisvolumeisdedicatedtotheanalysisofmyths

3Höpken,ed.,ÖlinsFeuer?p.24.
4RainerOhliger,‘RepresentingtheNationalOther:TextbooksandtheFormationofEthno-
nationalIdentityinGermany1871–1945’,inInternationaleSchulbuchforschung/International
TextbookResearch21/2(1999),pp.103–124.

ClaudiaLichnofsky/EnriketaPandelejmoni/DarkoStojanov
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inspiredbythenarrativesofhistorytextbooksinSouth-EasternEurope.After

thedemiseofcommunismintheregion,theconceptofthenationcontinuedto

functionasthemajororganisingprincipleofhistory.Manyhistorianscontinue

toproducenationalmythstosubstantiatenationalidentity.Theylocatethe

nationinthepast,sketchthefutureofthenationandcreateboundariesex-

cluding‘others’.AccordingtoAnthonySmith,twotypesofmythsupportna-

tionalism:themythofethnicdescentandthatofculturalaffinity.5Analleged

sharedethnicityisusedtosupportterritorialclaimsandtobolsternationalas

wellascommunalsolidarity.Ethnicmythsappearinnarrativesofspatialorigin,

ancestry,heroicage,decline,andregeneration.TextbooksofSouth-Eastern

Europeancountriesfeaturesuchethnicmyths,evendisplayingcontradictory

andconflictingnarrativeswithinthesamecountry,yetinbooksintendedfor

differentcommunities.Mythsbasedonasupposedculturalaffinity,ontheother

hand,seekto

recreatetheheroicspirit(andtheheroes)thatanimated‘ourancestors’insomepast

goldenage;anddescentistraced,notthroughfamilypedigrees,butthroughtheper-

sistenceofcertainkindsof‘virtue’orotherdistinctiveculturalqualities,beitof

language,customs,religion,institutions,ormoregeneralpersonalattributes.6

PlKolstøidentifiesmythsthatseektodefineboundaries,andcategorisesthem

intofourtypes:themythofsuigeneris,ofantemurale,ofmartyrdom,andof

antiquitas.7Mythsofsuigeneris,martyrdom,andantiquitasarealsoidentified

intheSouth-EasternEuropeantextbooksanalysedinthisvolume.Twoap-

proachestotheanalysisofmytharedefinedbyKolstø:the‘enlighteners’,who

treatmythsastheoppositeof‘facts’,andthe‘functionalists’,whotreatmythsas

‘aninevitableelementofhumanexistenceandhumansocieties’.Bothofthese

approachesareanalysedwithinthisvolume.

South-EasternEuropeisnotnewtohistoriographicalmyth.Twoprevious

volumesconstitutethefundamentalreferenceworksforthisfascinatingfieldof

research:StephanieSchwandner-Sievers’volumeonMythandHistoryinves-

tigatesmythproductioninAlbanianhistoriographyandpolitics,EnverHoxha’s

contributiontoandroleinmyths,mythsinnationalisthistoriographyandthe

roleofeducationinmythproduction.8Kolstø’s2005volumeonmythsand

boundariesinSouth-EasternEuropedealswithaspectssuchasancientna-

tionhoodandtheconnectionbetweenmythandreligion.Neitherofthesevol-

5AnthonyD.Smith,MythsandMemoriesoftheNation(Oxford:OUP,1999).
6Ibid,p.60.
7PlKolstø,MythsandBoundariesinSouth-EasternEurope(London:Hurst&Co.,2005).
8StephanieSchwandner-SieversandBernardJ.Fischer,eds,AlbanianIdentities.Mythand
History(Bloomington:IndianaUniversityPress,2002).
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umes,however,addressestheimpactofmythsoneducationandeducational

media.

LulzimDragidellahasconcludedthathistorytextbooksinKosovolack

multipleperspectives,andthathistoryteachingisinstrumentalisedforpolitical

purposes.9Eveninreferencetotimesbeforemodernnation-building,forin-

stancethemedievalperiod,historiansspokeof‘Albanians’ratherthan‘Albanian

speakers’,andIslamwaspresentedasforcefullyimposeduponthepopulation

ratherthanexercisedthroughchoice.Theanalysisequallynotestheemotional

natureofthevocabularyused,andthattheselectionoftopicsispolitically

motivatedandpresentedwithlittleroomfordiscussionanddivergentopinions.

Indeed,aworkshopheldinPrishtinainMay2005bytheGeorgEckertInstitute

forInternationalTextbookResearchwasattendedbyevaluatorsofKosovar

textbookswhopointedtotheweaknessesofthetextbooksinuseatthetime.The

workshopwasagoodexampleofaclashofparadigmswhere‘Western’historians

soughttointroducedeconstructivistapproachestothenationwhileKosovarand

Albanianhistoriansinsistedonmaintainingadistinctlynationalnarrative.10

HistoryteachinginKosovohasbeenthesubjectofintensivedebateinrecent

years.DenisaKostovicovahasconductedthemostsignificantresearchtodateon

thissubject:inavolumeeditedbyAugustaDimouin2009,Kostovicovainves-

tigatestheimpactofparalleleducationonhistoryteachinginKosovoafter

1999.11Shediscoversthatsome400000pupils,universitystudents,andteachers

werepartoftheparallelsystemandthatschoolsweresegregated(onepartofthe

schoolwasusedbyAlbaniansorthedaywasdividedintotwoshifts:oneSerbian

andoneAlbanian).SecondaryschoolsanduniversitiesdeniedaccesstoAlba-

niansandclassroomsweremovedtoprivatehouses.IntheAlbanians-only

classes,thestoryoftheIllyriandescentofAlbanianswasemphasisedinorderto

confirmtheautochthonyofAlbaniansasopposedtotheSerbiannarrativeof

AlbanianimmigrationtoKosovo.ThehistoryoftheSerbianpresenceinKosovo

waspresentedexclusivelyasahistoryofconflict,war,colonisationandmassa-

cre.12

PublicationsontextbooksandteachinginAlbaniahaveuntilnowtendedto

beofadescriptivenatureortoremainwithinthescopeofpracticalrecom-

9LulzimDragidella,‘NeueEntwicklungendesGeschichtsunterrichtsundderGeschichts-
schulbücherdesKosovo’inEckert.Beiträgevol.12(2010).

10Rutar,Sabine,‘EvaluationvonGeschichtsbüchernimKosovo.EineTagunginPrishtina’in
InternationaleSchulbuchforschung/InternationalTextbookResearch27/2(2005),pp.242–
244.

11DenisaKostovicova,‘TheAlbanianParallelEducationSystemandItsAftermath:Segrega-
tion,Identity,andGovernance’,inDimou,ed.,‘Transition’andthePoliticsofHistoryEdu-
cation,pp.201–215.

12Ibid.,p.208.

ClaudiaLichnofsky/EnriketaPandelejmoni/DarkoStojanov

© 2017, V&R unipress GmbH, Göttingen 
ISBN Print: 9783847108115 – ISBN E-Lib: 9783737008112

12

Open-Access-Publikation im Sinne der CC-Lizenz BY 4.0

http://www.v-r.de/de


mendations.13DenisVukaanalysestheAlbaniantextbooksfollowingtheedu-

cationreformsandliberalisationoftextbooksinAlbaniain2008. Whilehe

acknowledgesthechangesthetextbooksunderwentandtheattempttointegrate

neweducationaltheoriesintotheirdesign,heneverthelessascertainsthatthe

textbookslackhistoricalsources,ratherlimitingtheirscopetobackgroundtexts

andonlyfew.14Thesameistrue,Vukacontinues,oftextbooksinKosovo,which

areallpublishedbyonlyonepublishinghouse.AccordingtoVuka,theselacknot

onlysourcesbutalsoadidacticconcept,usinglanguagethatisinappropriatefor

theageofthepupils.Textbooksfrombothcountriesfollowalinearnarrativeof

Albanians,portrayedasthedescendantsofIllyriansandtheonlyresistance

fightersagainsttheOttomanEmpire.Vukadescribesthisasreminiscentofthe

conceptofnationalidentityintheCommunistera(duringthesocialistregimeof

EnverHoxha).Heconcludesthattheliberalisationofthetextbookmarkethas

notimprovedthequalityofthebooks:althoughinAlbaniasevenpublishing

housesproducetextbookstoday,theirstrictadherencetothecurriculum,which

defineschaptersandevensub-chapters,rendersthemallhighlysimilar.Atthe

sametime,Vukanotes,thetextbooksarenotbasedonconstructivistlearning

theories,althoughthisisequallyarequirementbythecurriculum.15Similarly,

EnriketaPandelejmonihasshownthat,whiletheMarxistinterpretationofhis-

torywasomittedinthetextbookswhenAlbaniantransitionwasstillinits

infancy,therehasstillbeenno‘paradigmshift’asfaraschangestothecon-

ceptualization, methodology,andinterdisciplinaryincorporationofper-

spectivesandhistoricalanalysis.16

ResearchonhistorytextbooksinMacedoniaisforthemostpartavailablein

MacedonianandEnglish.RobertPichlerprovidesanintroductiontoeducation

13See,forexample,ValentinaDuka,‘TheHistoryofAlbaniansandtheirNeighborsinAlbanian
Textbooks’inTeachingtheHistoryofSoutheasternEurope,ed.byChristinaKoulouri
(Thessaloniki:CDRSEE,2001),p.10;AlbanaLama,‘TheBalkanNeighboursintheSchool
TextbooksofHistoryandGeographyintheAlbanianSecondarySchoolsofGeneralEdu-
cation’inTheImageofthe’Other’.NeighboursintheSchoolTextbooksoftheBalkanCoun-
tries,ed.byPanosXochellis,D.ToloudiandI.Fotini(Athens:Dardanos,2001)p.6;Agim
SinaniandMimozaGjokutaj,‘TheReflectionofInterculturalRelationsandtheirIntegration
intheContentsoftheCurriculaintheAlbanianSchoolSystem’inTheImageofthe’Other’,ed.
byXochellisetal.,p.45.

14DenisVuka,‘HistoryTeachinginAlbaniafollowingEducationalReformin2008’,Journalof
EducationalMedia,Memory,andSociety,7/1(2015),pp.119.

15Ibid,p.120.
16EnriketaPandelejmoni,‘NewApproachesontheHistoryofAlbaniainHistoricalTextbooks
duringTransition’inTheCallforFreedom.StudiesonTotalitarianismandTransitionin
Albania,ed.byThomasSchrapel,EnriketaPandelejmoniandAndiPinari(Tirana:Maluka,
2016),p.305.
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policyinMacedoniaanditsimpactonhistoryteaching17:afterashortviolent

conflictinnorth-westMacedonia,theOhridFrameworkAgreement(OFA)of

2001gavetheAlbaniancommunity(some25–30percentofthepopulationof

Macedonia)morecollectiverights,includinghighereducationintheirmother

tongue.InthelightofeventsinKosovo,theMacedonianmajoritypopulationand

politiciansfearedrequestsofterritorialautonomyorevenseparatismonthepart

oftheirAlbanianpopulation.PichlerthusdescribestheOFAasacompromise

andultimatelyanattempttosecuretheterritorialintegrityoftheRepublicof

Macedonia.18Inasimilarcontext,PetarTodorovexaminesrepresentationsof

conflictsbetweenethnicMacedoniansandethnicAlbanians,aswellastheimage

ofthe‘other’(i.e.ethnicAlbanians),inthetextbookspublishedasaresultofthe

post-2001curriculareform.Hearguesthat,despitecertainchangescomingfrom

boththegovernmentalandnon-governmentalsectors,therehasbeennogen-

uineprogressintermsofinter-ethnicdialogueandunderstandinginthetext-

books.19Asignificantefforttorelatetextbookresearchtothefieldofpeace

educationandapproachessuchasmultiperspectivityintheimmediateafter-

mathofthe2001conflictwasmadebyVioletaPetroska-Beshkainaspecial

reportfortheUnitedStatesInstituteofPeace(USIP)focusingontherelationship

betweenhistoryteachingandconflict.20Afurtherrelevantstudyonhistory

teachingandtextbookresearchinMacedoniaistheEUROCLIOanalysis(Eu-

ropeanAssociationofHistoryEducators)emphasisingthedevelopmentof

ethnocentricor‘nation-basedinterpretationsofthepast’whichtendtohave

divisiveeffects.21

DieterNehringanalysesthesituationofhistoryteaching,textbooksand

curriculainSerbia,Macedonia,Montenegro,KosovoandAlbania(allcountries

withclassesgivenintheAlbanianlanguage),andascertainsthatMacedonian

andAlbaniantextbooksinparticularrefertoahistoriographywhichclaimsto

includeallMacedoniansandallAlbanians,evenoutsidetheterritoryandata

timelongbeforethecommencementofthestate-buildingprocess.Heattributes

thistendencytotherelativelydelayednatureofthisprocess,aswellasthe

17RobertPichler,‘HistoriographyandthePoliticsofEducationintheRepublicofMacedonia
(1991–2008)’inDimou,ed.‘Transition’andthePoliticsofHistoryEducation.

18Ibid.,p.231.
19PetarTodorov,‘TeachingHistoryinMacedoniaafter2001.RepresentationsofArmedCon-
flictbetweenEthnicMacedoniansandEthnicAlbanians‘,inHistoryCanBite.HistoryEdu-
cationinDividedandPostwarSocieties,ed.byDeniseBentrovato,KarinaV.Korostelinaand
MartinaSchulze(Goettingen:V&Runipress,2016),pp.111–124.

20VioletaPetroska-BeshkaandMirjanaNajchevska,Macedonia:UnderstandingHistory,Pre-
ventingFutureConflict,SpecialReport115(WashingtonDC:UnitedStatesInstituteofPeace,
2004).

21JokevanDerLeeuw-Roord,AKeytoUnlockthePast.HistoryEducationinMacedonia:An
AnalysisofToday’sSuggestionsfortheFuture(TheHague/Skopje:EUROCLIO,2012).
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multiculturalandmultinationalcompositionoftheterritory,whichinturngives

risetoamoretransnational(inthesenseof‘trans-state’)approachtoanational

historiographyfocusingonallmembersofthenation.22

DubravkaStojanovićisaprincipalcontributorofscholarshipontextbooksin

Serbiaandisactiveininitiativessuchasthecreationofthejointhistory

workbooksbytheCenterforReconciliationandDemocracy(CDRSEE)in

Thessaloniki.Shecriticisesnationalismintextbooksanddescribesshiftsin

historicalnarratives.Inthe1990s,duringtheeraofMilošević,textbookscon-

tinuedtodescribe‘theSerbianpeople’asthefocusofa‘classstruggle’;Serbsand

MontenegrinswerepresentedasvictimsofCroatiantraitors,Hitlerandna-

tionalistAlbanianswhoterrorisedSerbsinKosovo.23Croatsweredepictedas

enemiesandthenumbersofvictimsoftheCroatianUstasharegimewereusedto

legitimisethewaragainstCroatiaduringthe1990s.24Thebeginningofthe

disintegrationofYugoslaviaismarkedbytheremovalofAleksandarRanković,

thethenchiefofthefederalpolice,fromhispositionin1964.Thenewtextbooks

ofthe1990s,notesStojanović,describetheconstitutionof1974astheculmi-

nationofinjusticeagainsttheSerbs,andtheSerbiannationispresentedas

havingsufferedthelargestnumberofvictims(togetherwithMontenegro),while

theCatholicChurchisaccusedoffanaticismandofexertingpressureonthe

Serbianpeople.Atthesametime,maintainsStojanović,theSerbswerenever-

thelessabletopreservetheirreligiousandnationalidentity.25

Interestingly,anoverviewofthecurrentresearchstatusregardingtextbooks

fromSouth-EasternEuroperevealscertainsimilaritiesbetweenthehistory

textbooksofthedifferentcountries:onepatternshowsthatBalkanhistoryis

taughtseparatelyfromnationalhistoryandEuropeanorworldhistory.Inall

textbooks,however,sourcesarerareandgenerallyusedfordecorative,rather

thanpedagogical,purposes.TheOttomanEmpireisperceivedasaforeignrule

andsuppressivepowerinrelationtothelocalpopulationinalltextbooks,andthe

historyofeachindividualnationisdepictedasdatingbacktoantiquityandwith

astronglineofcontinuity.Positivistnationalparadigmscontinuetostressthe

singularityofthenation,andhistoryistaughtviaaprevalentpoliticisedmaster

narrative.

22Gerd-DieterNehring,‘GeschichtsbücherinalbanischsprachigenGebietenSüdosteuropas’
Eckert.WorkingPapers,vol.3(2014).

23DubravkaStojanović,‘SlowBurning:HistoryTextbooksinSerbia,1993–2008’,in‘Transition’
andthePoliticsofHistoryEducationinSoutheastEurope,ed.byAugustaDimou,p.144.

24RadinaVučetić-Mladenović,‘TextbooksandtheTeachingofTwentieth-CenturyHistoryin
Serbiasince1989’inAftertheWall:HistoryTeachinginEuropesince1989,ed.byMartin
Roberts(Hamburg:EditionKörberStiftung,2004)p.154.

25DubravkaStojanović,‘YugoslaviainaBrokenMirror.TheSerbianTextbooks’,inCliointhe
Balkansed.byChristinaKoulouri,pp.250–251.
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TextbooksandEducationPoliciesinSouth-EasternEurope:
HistoricalBackgroundandPoliticalChallenges

ThisvolumeaddressestextbookswrittenintheAlbanianandneighbouring

languagesandinuseinAlbania,Kosovo,MacedoniaandSerbia. Whilethe

relevantregionfortheuseofthesetextbooksisinhabitedprimarilybyanAl-

banian-speakingpopulation,itisalsohometoMacedonians,SerbsandMon-

tenegrinsasthetitularnationsoftherespectivecountries,inadditiontoRoma,

Egyptians,Ashkali,Aromanians,Turks,Croats,Bosniaks,Gorani,Macedonian

Muslimsandotherethnicgroups.Fromthelengthofthislistofethnicaffili-

ations,onecaneasilyappreciatethedifficultiesassociatedwithestablishing

nation-statesintheregion,achallengewhichhaspersistedsincethedaysofthe

OttomanEmpire.WhileformerYugoslaviadidendorseprocessesofnational

identificationpost-1945,thequestionofnationalitywasintensified,however,

afterthecollapseofYugoslaviaandthewarsofthe1990s.Eachnationalgroup

soughttoestablishan‘ethnicallypure’nationstate,whichinsuchadiverse

multi-ethnicregionled,inevitably,toconflict,aswasthecaseinCroatia

(1991–1995),inBosniaandHerzegovina(1992–1995),inKosovo(1998–1999)

andinMacedonia(2001).

Oneconsequenceofthespecifichistoricaldevelopmentswithintheregionis

thatthemajorityofAlbaniansliveoutsidethebordersofAlbania.Thisisthecase

despitetheexistenceofthenation-stateinwhichmembersofthetitularnation

reside.InKosovoAlbaniansarethemajoritypopulation(some90percent)of

eightethnicgroups;theyliveinMacedonia(between25and30percent)asa

groupwithcomprehensiveminorityrights(suchasschoolingintheAlbanian

languageandAlbanianpoliticalrepresentatives);andinSerbiaandMontenegro

asaminorityentitledtoAlbanian-languageschoolingandmedia.InGreece

thereareasmallnumberofAlbanianswhoarenotrecognisedasaminority

group,mostofthemhavingbeenexpelledtosouthernAlbaniaandTurkeyafter

theSecondWorldWarandjoinedlaterbythosewhohadmigratedfromAlbania

toGreeceafter1991.GreecedoesnotyetofferschoolingintheAlbanianlan-

guage.

Albaniannation-buildingdiffersinmanyaspectsfromthatofitsneighbours:

thenationisnotboundtoanyparticularreligiousdenominationduetothe

religiousheterogeneityofitspopulation,comprising Muslims,whomoved

amongsttheeliteduringtheOttomanEmpire,Catholics(innorthernAlbania

andwesternKosovo)orOrthodoxChristians(insouthernAlbania).Although

thelanguageisdividedintotwomaindialects–Gheg(spokeninnorthern

Albania,KosovoandMacedonia)andTosk(insouthernAlbania)–in1972a
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standardlanguagebasedonToskwasmadeofficial.Thelanguagethuscon-

stitutesaunitingforceforallAlbanians.

Theestablishmentofastandardlanguagein1972ledtolessonsbeingtaught

instandardAlbaniannotonlyinAlbaniaandKosovo,butalsoinMacedonia,

MontenegroandSerbia,eventhoughtheAlbanianspokeninthoseareasdiffers

somewhatfromthestandard.Thecurriculathatgovernthisteachingdifferfrom

countrytocountry.InKosovo,MacedoniaandSerbiaeachrecognisedethnic

groupisentitledto30percentoflessontimededicatedtotheir‘ownhistory’.

Clearlyhistoryisviewedintheregionasbeingpredominantlycategorisedalong

ethniclines;theconceptofan‘ownhistory’thuscarriesobviousethnicand

nationalconnotations.Since1990,therefore,thesubject‘HistoryofAlbania’has

beenreplacedby‘HistoryoftheAlbanianPeople’,whichalsoincludesAlbanians

livinginneighbouringcountriesandimpliesaninclusionoftheirterritories

withintheAlbaniannation-state.This,however,isatoddswiththeSerbianand

Macedoniannationalhistoriographies,whichlikewiseportraytheirrespective

nation-statesasoccupyingonlyaportionofthenaturalandhistoricterritoryof

theirnations,aperceptionwhich,understandably,conflictswiththehistoriog-

raphiesofneighbouringcountries.Historytextbooksdepictinganethnic-na-

tionalistichistorythuspourfurtheroilonthefireofethnicconflictintheregion,

tocontinuethemetaphorcoinedbyWolfgangHöpken.26

Notsurprisingly,thereareinterestingdifferencesbetweenthecurriculaand

textbooksprovidedforthesubjectofhistoryinthosecountrieswhichprovide

schoolingintheAlbanianlanguage.In2001/2002,theRepublicofSerbiaini-

tiatedreformswhichsoughttoreplacethehithertorathermore‘socialist’vo-

cabularywithso-called‘Western’standards,alsoincorporatingassessment

programmessuchasPISA.OneobstaclewasthatSerbiaintendedtolauncha

reformforthewholecountry,whiletheprovinceVojvodinainsistedonitsau-

tonomyintermsofeducation.27Thisbroughtaboutashiftinpedagogicalap-

proaches:thebooksnowcontainedtasks,directquestions,pupilinvolvement,

sources,andabetterbalanceoftextualandvisualmaterial.28Incontrast,text-

booksfromthe1980swhichweremerelyrevised(yetequallywidelyusedin

secondaryschools)onlyfeaturedsmallchangesandlessinnovativepedagogical

approaches.29

ThehistorycurriculuminAlbaniahasundergonedramaticchanges.Between

1945and1990,historicaleventsofnationalsignificancewereprimarilydepicted

26Höpken,ed.,ÖlinsFeuer?
27SabineRutar,‘BildungsreforminderRepublikSerbien’,InternationaleSchulbuchforschung/
InternationalTextbookResearch24/3(2002),pp.315–316.

28BojanaPetrić,‘HistoryTextbooksinSerbiaafter2000:SignsofEducationalChange?’In-
ternationaleSchulbuchforschung/InternationalTextbookResearch28/2(2006),pp.179–183.

29Ibid.p.186–192.
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fromaMarxistandethnocentricperspectiveor,ashistorianBerndFischerhas

putit,as‘MarxistNationalism’.30Here,thenationalhistoryofAlbanians,asPeter

Barlasserts,‘wasnotrarelyportrayedwithromanticnotesandasalinearde-

velopment,fromtheIllyrianseratotheperiodofEnverHoxha’srule’.31Initially,

thepost-communistreformwasfocusedonchangingthecurriculaonthebasis

ofwhichnewtextbooksofbothpre-universityanduniversitylevelweretobe

prepared.32Theyears1991–1992werecharacterisedbytheresolutionofcertain

pressingissuessuchastheeliminationofofficialMarxist-Leninistideology,

removalofthesubjectoftheHistoryoftheAlbanianLabourParty(PLA)from

thesyllabus,andacompletereviewofnationalhistory,especiallythatofthe

communistandWorldWarIIeras.33Thefollowingyearssawprofoundchanges

inthecontentofthehistorysyllabusandintextbookwriting,andtheNational

CouncilofHistorywassetupattheMinistryofEducation.Thiswascomposedof

expertsinallperiodsofhistoryfromtheAcademyofSciences,professorsfrom

Albanianuniversities,andhistoryteachersfromvarioustypesofschools.The

officialhistorycurriculumforallpre-universitylevelsinAlbaniawasdrawnup

accordingtotheinstructionsofthisCouncil,anditwasthiscurriculumonwhich

historytextbooksofthesubsequentyearswerebased.34

Buttheimpactsofpolicyonacademia,aswellasthepoliticalchangeofpower

fromDemocratstoSocialistsfollowingtheturmoilof1997,alsohadaneffecton

theNationalCouncilofHistory.Whileitsspecialistswerenowclosertothe

powerbase,atthesametimecurriculaweresubjecttoreviewandnewtextbooks

weretobecompiled.Between1998and1999almostalltextbookswerereviewed

(inmostcasesbydifferentauthorsthanthosewhohaddonesopriorto1996).

TheseassessmentsrevealedfrequentsubjectivisminthetreatmentofbothWorld

WarIIandofcommunism,withthepronouncedaimof‘protectinghistoryfrom

nihilismandthedenigrationofAlbanianhistoriographyfromright-wingele-

ments’.ThetrendforreviewingandthepoliticalrepositioningoftheAlbanian

humanities,particularlyinthewritingofnationalhistory,seemstobeaper-

manentfeature.35

30BerndFischer,‘TheSecondWorldWarinAlbania:HistoryandHistoricalAgendas’in
AlbanischeGeschichte.StandderForschung.SpecialissueofSüdosteuropäischeArbeiten140,
ed.byOliverJ.SchmittandEvaFrantz(Oldenbourg:DeGruyter,2009),p.122.

31PeterBartl,‘BegegnungenmitderalbanischenGeschichte’,inAlbanischeGeschichte.ed.by
OliverJ.SchmittandEvaFrantz,p.259.

32ValentinaDuka,‘DhjetvjethistorigrafipostkomunistenShqipri’inÇshtjethistoris
bashkkohoretshqiptarve(Tirana:ShBLU,2008)p.214.

33BerndFischer,‘TheSecondWorldWarinAlbania:HistoryandHistoricalAgendas’in
AlbanischeGeschichte.StandderForschung,p.126.

34EnriketaPandelejmoni,‘NewApproachesontheHistoryofAlbaniainHistoricalTextbooks
duringTransition’inTheCallforFreedom,pp.305–306.

35Ibid.,p.307–308.
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Itappearsthat‘politicalcorrectness’isadominantthemeinacademicwork

conductedatinstitutionsresponsibleforthecompilationoftextbooksandtheir

writing.OldclichsofAlbanianhistoriographyarestilltobefound,eveninthe

post-communistperiod.AccordingtoDuka,36contemporarytextbooksofhis-

toryhavereflecteduponthewarandtheAlbanians’effortstoconsolidatean

independentstateandeconomic-socialreforms.Similarly,emphasisisalso

placedontheWarofLiberationagainstthefascistandNazioccupationand

Albania’spositiveroleplayedinWorldWarII,eveniftheseportrayalsareequally

occasionallysubjecttopoliticalinfluence.Themonopolyofthestatepublishing

houseLibrishkollorcollapsedin2005,andseveralpublishinghousesnowissue

authorisedhistorytextbooks,writtenbyteachersaswellashistorians.Thenew

governmentoftheSocialistPartywithEdiRamaasPrimeMinistercameinto

powerin2013andseekstoreturntothemonopolyofthetextbookmarket.This

couldleadtoonlyonetextbookbeingusedinthefuture,mainlytranslatedfrom

WesternEuropeanlanguages.

TheillegalAlbanianuniversityinTetovo,foundedin1994,waslegalisedin

2004duetothepoliticalagreementbetweenthepoliticalpartiesinpowerand

duetothesocio-politicalchangesinMacedoniaafter2001.Previously,the

SoutheastEuropeanUniversityhadbeenopenedwiththesupportoftheinter-

nationalcommunityin2001,inordertoestablishanalternativeforAlbanian

students.37TheOhridFrameworkAgreement(OFA)alsohadanimpactonthe

historycurriculum:indirectlyitledtocommissionsforcurriculaandtextbook

developmentandfortextbookselectiontobemultinationalwithasignificant

numberofAlbanianhistorians.Since2001,controversyhasarisenduetothe

oppositiononthepartofMacedonianhistorianstotheinclusionofthehistoryof

AlbaniaintheteachingofAlbanianhistory,ratherthanteachingthehistoryof

thelocalAlbanianpopulationinMacedonia.38Meanwhile,Albanianhistorians

insistontheirIllyrianoriginsdespitealackofsourcestosupportthisclaim,and

theycritiquetherecentclaimofsomemainstreamMacedonianhistoriansthat

MacedoniansarenotSlavsbutdescendantsofAlexandertheGreat.39Both

communitiesareyoungnationsandstruggleforrecognitionoftheirnarratives

onthepartoftheirneighbours.EthnicMacedoniansadditionallydefendtheir

languageagainstdenialcomingfromBulgarianpoliticalandintellectualelites,

theirchurchagainstdenialofitsautonomycomingfromtheSerbianOrthodox

36ValentinaDuka,‘TheHistoryofAlbaniansandtheirNeighborsinAlbanianTextbooks’in
TeachingtheHistoryofSoutheasternEurope,ed.byChristinaKoulouri(Thessaloniki:
CDRSEE,2001),p.50.

37RobertPichler,‘HistoriographyandthePoliticsofEducationintheRepublicofMacedonia
(1991–2008)’in‘Transition’andthePoliticsofHistoryEducation,p.222–225.

38Ibid.,p.231.
39Ibid,pp.232–233.
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Church,theirnationaldesignationagainstGreece,andtheintegrityoftheir

territoryagainstpotentialAlbanianseparatists.40

TheMacedonianpoliticalandculturalelitethereforereactwithnational

narrativeswhichseektoconfirmtheautochthonyandlongstandinghistoryof

ethnicMacedonians.Everypastevent,fromAntiquitythroughtotheMiddle

AgesandthenineteenthcenturytotheindependenceoftheRepublicofMace-

doniaisperceivedas‘Macedonian’andsometimesdepictedinisolationfromthe

broadercontext.NotunliketheAlbanianhistoriographicalnarrative,theMac-

edoniancounterpartconstructsalinearcontinuityoftheMacedoniannation.

Thisnationalistapproachinthemulti-ethnicandmulti-religiouscontextof

Macedoniausesmainlymyths,memories,traditionsandsymbols,definesitself

throughtheexclusionofothernationsandnationalnarratives,andproduces

divisionswithinsociety.41

TheconflictbetweenAlbanianandMacedonianhistorianscontinuesun-

resolved.Albanianhistorianscomplainofanoverlyethnocentriccontentin

favourofMacedonians,andoftheirownlimitedpowerwithinthecommission.

Theprocedureofcreatingandselectingtextbooksisstrictlydefinedandinthe

handsoftheministry:thebooksarepublishedandpurchasedbytheministry

anddistributeddirectlytoschools.42EUROCLIOhasanalysed Macedonian

historyeducationandrecommendedcurriculumrevisionsandnewtextbooks

detailingthehistoryofthepopulationlivinginMacedonia,onlinematerials,and

amoreopenselectionprocedureregardingtextbookauthors.43Togetherwiththe

localHistoryTeacherAssociationANIM,EUROCLIOpublishedalargenumber

ofadditionalteachingmaterialsregardingMacedoniaanditsneighbours.44

Unfortunately,however,thismaterialwasnotapprovedbytheMinistryofEd-

ucation.Atpresent,apotentialsolutionfortheAlbanian/Macedoniantextbook

conflictappearstobetheproductionoftextbookstobeusedbyallrelevant

communitiesintheirownlanguages.Indeed,onejointtextbookdoesnow

presentboththeMacedonianandAlbanian‘versions’ofhistory;however,the

narrativesrunparallelwithoutreferencetooneanother.Serbiawasalsoincluded

inthejointhistorytextbookprojectoftheCDRSEEfromtheverybeginningof

40Ibid.,p.246.
41NikolaJordanovski,‘BetweentheNecessityandtheImpossibilityofa“NationalHistory”’,in
CliointheBalkans,ed.byChristinaKoulouri,p.265–266.

42BesnikEmini,‘SchoolHistoryTextbooksintheRepublicofMacedonia.Reportforthe
ProjectHistoryTextbooksandTeachinginAlbanianLanguageAreas,GeorgEckertInstitute
forInternationalTextbookResearch,2014,p.4.

43JokevanDerLeeuw-Roord,AKeytoUnlockthePast,p.10.
44‘ChangeandContinuityinEverydayLifeinAlbania,BulgariaandMacedonia1945-2000’;
‘Macedonia:RetellingtheHistoryofaNewNation’(2007),‘Onceuponatime…welived
together(2014)’http://www.euroclio.eu/new/index.php/publications/educational-material-
mainmenu-391(23.4.2015).
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theprocess.ThepublicationoffourworkbooksontheOttomanEmpire,nation-

states,theBalkanWarsandtheSecondWorldWarbyCDRSEE,however,pro-

vokedratherviolentreactionsfromelites,especiallyinSerbiaandGreece.The

projectwasperceivedasanattemptathomogenisationandanattackonthe

nation’smemory.45

Afterthewar,in1999,administrativemattersandeducationwereorganised

byUNMIK(UnitedNationsMissioninKosovo),whosoughttoestablisha

modernEuropeaneducationsystem.Thedestructionof45percentofschool

buildingsposedaproblem,asdidtheemigrationofmanyteachersandthe

relativelyloweducationlevelofthoseremaining.TheKosovo-Albaniantext-

bookspresentedKosovoasanindependentstateandAlbaniansasthenative

population.46Theteachingmaterial,aswellasthemethodsanddidactics,were

outdated,andthebooksweretext-heavyandfact-orientated. WhileSerbian

schoolsinKosovostillfollowtheSerbiancurriculumandhavetextbooksfrom

Serbia,theBosniakminorityusetextbooksfromBosniawhichdonotfollowthe

Kosovarcurriculum.TheTurkishminorityhasitsownbooks,writtenbyTurkish

historiansfromKosovo.47

Sincethereformsin2010,historyhasbeentaughtinKosovointhesubject

cluster‘SocietyandEnvironment’,togetherwithgeographyandciviceducation.

Theframeworkcurriculumdefinesthatschooleducation(calledpre-university

education)shouldcultivatepersonalandnationalidentity,raiseawarenessofthe

existenceoftheKosovarstateandfocusonkeycompetenciessuchaseffective

communication,thinkingskills,learningcompetencies,competenciesinnego-

tiating,andother‘softskills’.

ThedepictionoftheOttomanEmpireinKosovarhistorytextbookswasthe

initialboneofcontentiongivingrisetodiplomaticquarrelsandmediaattention

aftertheTurkishPrimeMinister,RecepTayyipErdogan,requestedduringa

meetingwiththePrimeMinisterofKosovoinNovember2010thatKosovar

textbooksbereviewedintermsofoffensivevocabularyandnegativeimages.48

TheKosovar MinisterofEducation,ScienceandTechnologyestablisheda

‘CommitteetoreviewtheportrayalofOttomanandTurkishhistory,geography

andcultureintextbooksoftheRepublicofKosovo’,whichinDecember2012

suggestedthereplacementoftermssuchas‘revenge’,‘murder’,‘crudeness’,

‘harshmeasures’,‘violentlyoccupied’,‘conquest’andsimilarexpressionswith

45DubravkaStojanović,‘SlowBurning’,p.157.
46LulzimDragidella,‘NeueEntwicklungendesGeschichtsunterrichtsundderGeschichts-
schulbücherdesKosovo’,p.7.

47OSCE,KosovoNon-majorityCommunitieswithinthePrimaryandSecondaryEducational
Systems(Vienna:OSCE,2009).

48ThereisstillonlyonepublishinghousewhichproduceshistorytextbooksforKosovo(Libri
shkollor),althoughtextbooksofthepublisherAlbas(fromAlbania)arealsoinuse.
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milderalternatives.49Thetextbookauthorswerefarfrompleasedwiththese

recommendations,consideringthemaviolationoftheiracademicfreedom.

Theypointedtothe500-yearoccupationofKosovoandrefusedtoacceptwhat

theyviewedas‘politicalintervention’byTurkeyaswellastherecommendations

ofthecommitteeonaccountofthelatterexploitingthe‘Kosovarinferiority

complex’.Albanianintellectualssignedapetitionrefusingthechangesbecause

nationalhistory,theyclaimed,shouldconsistonlyofresistance,rebellionand

thestruggleforfreedom.InviewofthebanishmentoftheAlbanianlanguageand

culturalgenocideagainstAlbaniansonthepartoftheOttomanEmpire,itwas

statedthatanyinterventionwould‘threatentheveryDNAoftheAlbanianna-

tion’.50Inthemeantime,importantstepshavebeentakentowardsreconciliation:

theGermanForumZivilerFriedensdienst,incooperationwithEUROCLIO,has

establishedacooperativeproject,‘DealingwiththePast’withtheKosovarhis-

toryteachersassociation,whilethelatter,EUROCLIOandtheMinistryofEd-

ucationarepursuingcurricularreformsuniquetotheregion.

OntheContributionstothisVolume

Thecontributionstothisvolumereflectonaspectsofvisualrepresentation,

terminology,nationalhistoryandtherepresentationofconflictualeventsin

Albania,Kosovo,SerbiaandMacedoniaincurrenthistorytextbookswrittenin

theAlbanianlanguage.Manychaptersarededicatedtothecreationandprop-

agationofmyths,buildingontheoriesbyKolstø.Forreasonsofcomparison,

somechaptersaddresstextbookswritteninMacedonian,GreekandCroatianin

ordertocontextualisetheAlbanianbookswithinthegeneralregionalandpo-

liticallandscapeofSouth-EasternEurope.

DurimAbdullahubeginsthefirstsection,‘History,MythandIdeological

Spaces’,withhisstudyofhistoricalmythinKosovartextbookswritteninthe

Albanianlanguage.Hebeginswithatheoreticalintroductiontothemyth,as-

certainingthatthehistoricalmythpossesses,inHeideggerianterms,akindof

‘beingwithoutbeings’;itisamereconstruction,detachedfromthepastevents

thatitpurportstoorganise.Heacknowledgesthepoliticalandideologicalusesof

suchmythsbeforemovingtohisidentificationofthedominanthistoricalmyths

inthetextbooksunderconsideration.Heconcludeswithacallforawholescale

reformofthesetextbooks.

49ShklzenGashi,‘ReportontheDebateofthePortrayaloftheOttomanEmpireinKosova-
KosovoHistoryTextbooks’,Eckert:WorkingPapers1/2015,p.2–4.

50ShklzenGashi,Kosova1912–2000intheHistoryTextbooksofKosova,AlbaniaandSerbia
(Prishtina:KAHCRandKEC,2012)pp.11,50–52.
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DenisVukainvestigatestheimagesusedintextbooksduringandafterthe

SocialistperiodinAlbania.Hispaperfocusesonthecultofpersonalitysur-

roundingabsoluteleaderEnverHoxha.Thistraditionwascontinuedevenafter

Hoxha:photosandbiographiesofbothRamizAliaandSaliBerisha,thefirst

post-CommunistpresidentofAlbania,areincludedattheendoftextbooks

publishedduringtheirreign.

DarkoStojanovandJovanBliznakovskiworktowardsanunderstanding,and

deconstruction,ofpoliticalmythstaughtinschoolsintheRepublicofMace-

donia.TheseparationofethnicMacedoniansandethnicAlbanianstheRepublic

ofMacedonia’sschoolsensuresthateachgrouplearnsitsowndistinctnational

myths.BoththeAlbanianandtheMacedoniannationalhistoriographiesreferto

antiqueorigins:intheMacedoniancase,toAlexandertheGreat,andtheAlba-

nianstotheIllyrians.

FabioBegocomparesnationalperceptionsoftheVloraconflictof1920inItaly

andAlbaniaandclaimsthattheycontributetotheformationofcollective

identities.TheItaliangovernmentmadeuseoftheconflictinitsshifttowardsa

moreauthoritarianregime;whereasinAlbania,itwasusedtolegitimizethe

country’sindependence.

EnriketaPandelejmonianalysesthemaininterpretationsoftheroleofAl-

bania‘scommunistleaderEnverHoxhaintheSecondWorldWarfoundinpost-

socialisthistoryschooltextbooks.Examiningprocessesofdemythologizationof

historiography,Pandelejmoniarguesthatalthoughtherewereattemptstode-

mythologizeanddeconstructHoxha’smyth,theoldethno-centrichistory

writingnonethelessprevailsinAlbania’shistorytextbooks.Shemaintainsthat

thepresentationofHoxha’sroleduringtheSecondWorldWaraltersaccording

tothe‘politicalattitudes’ofthetextbooksauthor(s).

EnisSulstarovacriticallyexaminestheuseoftheterm‘qytetrim’[civi-

lisation]inhistorytextbooksinAlbania.Thephrase‘historiaeqytetrimit

botror’[historyofworldcivilisations]isusedtoteachtheprogressofhuman

civilisation,whichforthemostpartisequatedwithEuropeancivilisation.Sul-

starovadescribesthecolonialhistoryofthetermbutdoesnotargueagainstits

use;ratherheadvocatesanuancedandcriticalapproachtosuchterms.

GentianaKerainvestigateshowthemythoftheAlbanianCommunistParty’s

roleintheSecondWorldWarisrepresentedinhistorytextbooks.Theliberation

mythlegitimisedtheCommunistregimeafter1944.Itcanbedividedintotwo

phases;inthefirst,lastinguntiltheendofthe1960s,theroleofherowasreserved

fortheCommunistParty.Inthesecondphase,beginninginthe1970sand

continuingonuntil1990,EnverHoxhatookoverthecult.

Inthesecondsection,‘“Othering”inTextbooksfromAlbaniaandMace-

donia’,KonstantinosGiakoumisandIlirKalemajbeginwithastudyoftheimage

oftheGreekinAlbanianhistorytextbookspublishedduringtheCommunist

Introduction:TextbooksandTeachingofAlbaniainSouth-EasternEurope

© 2017, V&R unipress GmbH, Göttingen 
ISBN Print: 9783847108115 – ISBN E-Lib: 9783737008112

23

Open-Access-Publikation im Sinne der CC-Lizenz BY 4.0

http://www.v-r.de/de


regime.TheyanalysetheattributesrelatedtoGreeksandGreece,dividingthem

intothreecategoriesthatarethenusedtoproducestatisticaldata,whichinturn

canberelatedtoimportanthistoricalprocessesandshiftsintheAlbanianso-

ciety.Usingalongitudinalresearchmodel,theyconcludethatthereappearstobe

asignificantcorrelationbetweenstatepoliticsandthecontentoftextbooks.

FollowinganoutlineofthegenerallandscapeofSerbianandYugoslavna-

tionaleducationpolicy,thechapterbyAleksandarPavlovićandAleksandraIlić

Rajković,‘Fiercewarriors’or‘bloodthirstysavages’:AlbaniansinSerbiantext-

books(1882–1941)’,seekstoestablishathoroughandnuanceddiscussionon

depictionsofAlbaniansineducationalmediafromSerbia,anaspectsomewhat

marginalisedbyresearchtodate.TheauthorsarguethatAlbaniansarerepre-

sentedinthetextbookswithsameambivalencesandcontradictionsthatmarked

theofficialSerbianandYugoslavpolicytowardsthem.Theanalysisfocuses

particularlyonapopularhistorytextbookofthetimebyMihajloJović,which

sawsome20revisededitionsbetween1882and1944.

VioletaPetroska-BeshkaandNikolinaKenigexamineparallelethnocentrisms

inrecentMacedoniantextbooksbyinvestigatingtextbookandcurriculumre-

visionprocesses.Theyarguethatdespitetheofficiallyproclaimedmulticultural

characterofeducation,thetextbooksinfactfailtofosteranunderstandingof

inter-ethniccohabitationinthecountry.Theyrecommendarevisionofthe

textbooks,wherebytheywouldbewrittenininatoneofinter-ethnicin-

clusivenessandunderstanding,buildingboththestudent’scriticalthinking

capacitiesandempathy.

IrenaStefoskaprovidesaninsightintotechniquesusedtoconstructanimage

ofthe‘threateningneighbour’inrecentMacedonianhistorytextbooksforthe

seventhandeighthgradesofprimaryschool.Sheemphasizeswording,selection

oftopics,frequencyandlanguagestyle,asthemaintoolsforasubtletrans-

missionofnegativemessagesinrelationtoneighbouringpeoples/countries.

Althoughtherehavebeeneffortstoremovestereotypesfromtextbooks,she

arguesthatsomeofthemarestillimplicitlypresented.

PetarTodorovstudiestheimageoftheOtherinMacedoniantextbooks,witha

focusonthepresentationofAlbaniansintimeswhenalltextbookauthorswere

ethnicMacedonians.Chronologicallyhefocusesontheperiodbetweenthe1970s

and2005,notingthedynamicandtheshiftswhichoccurintheportrayalof

Albanians.WhileduringtheYugoslavtimes,Albanianswerepresentedasallies

totheMacedoniansintheirstrugglefornationalindependence,inpost-in-

dependencetextbookssuchjointeffortsareomitted,andarathernegativetone

isintroduced.Albaniansaredescribedusingtermssuchas‘criminalbands’,

‘Shkiptar’,‘mountaineers’,and‘tribes’.Aftertheconflictandpeaceagreementof

2001,textbookscontainabi-polarethno-nationalnarrativewhichgivesthe

impressionthatAlbaniansandMacedonianslivedentirelyseparatelyinthepast.
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Somenegativetermsareremovedfromtextbooksbutpupilscannotstudythese

conflictsindetail,andarepresentedwithonlystereotypedimagesofAlbanians.

TheregionofSouth-EasternEuropeoffersastrongpotentialforcontinued

andin-depthresearchontextbooksandothereducationalmedia,andthisvol-

umeseekstoadvancethefieldandprovideinspirationforfurtherstudies,not

leastonthehithertooft-overlookedtextbooksforAlbanianspeakers.Asthe

UNYT-INHcooperationmentionedabovehasdemonstrated,newideasforfu-

turetextbooks,othereducationalmediaandteachingarecurrentlybeingde-

veloped,especiallywithaviewtointerculturalunderstanding.Suchcooperative

projectsconstituteoneofthekeyelementsintheimprovementofhistoryedu-

cationintheregion,forwhichbothtextbookreformandtheconceptofthe

nationitselfarerelativelyrecentdevelopments.
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DurimAbdullahu

MythsinKosovarTextbooks:HistoryintheServiceofIdentity
Construction

ThischapterexaminesanumberofrecentKosovartextbooksforthedegreeto

whichtheymythologizehistoricalevents.Mythologizinghistoryinvolvesan

interventioninthepast,twistingittosuitthepresentandensureaparticular

future.Thisarbitraryinterventionobfuscateshistorybydistortingthecollective

memoriesofthepeople.Mythologizingcanbeachievedeithercoincidentallyor

deliberately.Themoremythologizingisadeliberateattempt,themorehistoryis

abusedinfavourofcertainthemes.Mythologicalhistoriesareparticularlyef-

fectiveinthecaseoftextbooks,whichinfluencewhichidentitiesandvaluesare

passedontothenextgeneration.

Historyandmythhaveoftengonehandinhand.Inthetwelfthcenturya

DanishsoldierwiththeLatinnameSaxoGramaticus,underthepatronageofthe

ArchbishopofLund,Absalon,wroteaconcisehistoryofDenmarkentitledGesta

Danorum.Attheoutsetofthebook,theauthorstateshisintentiontoglorifyhis

homelandwithhiswriting.Lateron,atthebeginningofthirteenthcentury,the

IcelandichistorianSnorriSturlusonwroteabookentitledHeimskringla(The

CircleoftheWorld),ahistoryofthedeedsofNorwegiankingsandimbuedwith

myth.Sevenhundredyearslater,duringthenineteenthandtwentiethcenturies,

thesebooksbecameasourceofinspirationforDanishandNorwegiannation-

alists.Suchexampleshighlightthelong-standinginteractionbetweenmythand

history.

Assoonasmythencroachesonthedomainofhistory,itbecomesanactive

subject.Thoughtimemovesfromthepasttothepresent,history,particularly

mythologizedhistory,canmoveineitherdirection,ashistoryisalwaysreflected

uponfromthecontemporaryperspectiveofthehistorian.Itcreatesanewstory

thatcompeteswithandnegateshistory,empiricismandsciencealike.1While

historyisinsomesensealwaysaccessible,themythliesbeyondreach,pertaining

nottothepresent,buttoanimaginedpast,andattemptingtoforgeaparticular

future.InHeideggerianterms,thehistoricalmythhasakindof‘Beingwithout

1ClaudeLevi-Strauss,MythandMeaning(1979),pp.7–12.
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beings’.2Therearemyths,buttheydonotexistasanythingmorethanmere

constructions.Mostofthetime,theybehaveasparasitesinthebodyofhistory.

Themorehistorysuccumbstomyth,thevagueritbecomes.

Itwouldnotbeanexaggerationtostatethatamythologizedhistoryisa

disguisedonewithapowerfulpotential.Ifonewishestodemythologizehistory,

oneiscompelledtodeployamethodofdeconstructionthatutilizesallits

strands:fromitslanguageandtheorytoitsmorenaturalandpracticalsides.3

Howeverthetaskathandisnotageneraldeconstructionofmyths.Thisstudyis

confinedtotheidentificationofcertainmythsinKosovartextbooks.

WithatheorythattakesintoaccounttheNietzscheanconceptofthewillto

power,MichelFoucaultconsiderstheschooltobethemostimportantinstitution

shapingthemodernman.4Accordingtohim,theschoolimpartsessentiallythe

sameinformationovermanygenerations,forgingonespecifictypeofpersonfor

decades.Thiskindofeducationgreatlyreducesthecreativityofstudentsby

curtailingtheirmentalcapacitiestotheacquisitionofsuchinformation.Itsmain

purposeistoestablishaclassof‘undoubtedtruths’.Itisthereforeoftheutmost

importancetoknowwhatsortofinformationisbeingimparteduponschool

students.Jean-FranÅoisLyotardsummarizesthequestionsthatarisefromthisas

follows:‘Whotransmitslearning?Whatistransmitted?Towhom?Viawhich

medium?Inwhatform?Towhateffect?’5

UndertheeducationalsystemoftheRepublicofKosovo,historyistaught

duringeightyearsofeducation.Thereare17booksinuseacrossalltheselevels:

12textbooksandfiveworkbooks.Historytextbookshavebeenstandardizedby

theMinistryofEducation,andthereisthuslittleroomforalternativetextbooks.

Consequently,asituationhasemergedinwhichallschoolsdeliveressentiallythe

samehistory,ofwhichallstudentsareindiscriminatelyaware.

Thischapterseeksananswertoonemajorquestion:whatkindofidentityis

envisagedbysuchtextbooks?Althoughthesetextbookscoverhistoryfrom

antiquitytomoderntimes,all17textbooksarewrittenbyeightauthors,fewof

whompossessqualificationsinancientormedievalhistory.Itisstrikingthat

politicalhistorymakesupmorethan90percentofthecontentsofthesebooks.

Theremainingtenpercentaredesignatedforthehistoryofculture,philosophy,

arts,religion,architecture,orscience.Thelatterhistoriesareundoubtedlyin-

fluencedbypoliticalhistory.6Thisuniformityofcontentrevealsatendencyto

2GordonandGordon,HeideggeronTruthandMyth(2007),p.17.
3ChristopherNorris,Deconstruction(2004),pp.18–24.
4 MichelFoucault,DisciplineandPunish,trans.bySheridan(1995),p.147.
5Jean-FranÅoisLyotard,ThePostmodernCondition,trans.byBenningtonandMassumi(1982),
p.48.
6BujarDugolliandDurimAbdullahu,‘Çshtjekundrthnsedhetndjeshmen tekstete
historisprshkollatfilloredhetmesmen Kosov’,Diskutime,3(9)(2014),pp.121–144.
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inculcateinstudentsanoverlypoliticalperspectiveonthehistoryoftheir

countryandthatoftheworld.

Thecontentofthesetextbooksentailsasocio-politicaltakeonhistory.Mostof

themshareauniformstructure,commonlanguageandillustrations,andthe

sameapproachtotheirtopics.Theauthorscreateaselectivenarrativeandmake

useofcertainmythsandgrossexaggerationsinordertoimparttothestudentsa

nationalistidentity.Thisisperhapsbestexemplifiedbythefirstparagraphofa

fifthgradehistorytextbook:‘Bylearninghistory,weenableourselvestoap-

proachthepresentandfuture,andtoengagewithcivilizedvalues’.7These

textbooksbolsterakindofidentityfoundedonahypothesisofethno-cultural

homogeneitystretchingbackthroughtime.Thisidentityiscenteredonsix

centralmythicalthemes:autochthony,ethniccontinuity,religioustolerance,

Albano-centrismasnationalism,victimizationandinnocence,andrelations

withtheWest.

TheMythofthe‘NativePeople’

Asolididentityrequiresdeeprootsandtheyinturnneedasoil:thespaceof

historyandidentity.Thustheideaofautochthonyisgenerated,aconceptwhich

hascreatedacomplexof‘nativeness’.Althoughscholarsdoholdthatethnic

Albaniansare,historicallyspeaking,nativetotheregioninwhichtheynow

dwell,historicaltextbooksinKosovohavemythologizedthisfactinacrude

fashion.

Theclearimplicitmessageofthemythofthenativepeopleisthis:‘Wearethe

firstdwellershere;therestcameafterus’.Thisiswhatunderpinsthetextbook

writers’interpretationoftheAlbanianethnogenesis.Theirtextbooks,partic-

ularlythoseforthefifth,sixth,andtenthgrades,layaspecialemphasisonthe

originofAlbanianpeople.Themythofthenativepeopleisthecornerstoneofthe

identityprovidedbytexts.Thisspecificmythisabyproductofthewiderfraught

discussionaroundtheproblemofAlbanianethnogenesis.

Therearecertainpassagesinthesetextbookswhichdwellontheoriginof

Albanians:

TheearliestpopulationintheBalkanswasthePelasgians.Scholarsopinedthatthey

werethepredecessorsofIllyrians[…]Illyriansareamongtheoldestpeoplesinthe

Balkans.TheyarethoughttobetheoffspringofPelasgiansandaretheantecedentsof

Albanians[…]Theyhadadistinctlanguageandcustoms,verysimilartothoseof

modernAlbanians.TheirdressissimilartothatofAlbanians.8

7FehmiRexhepiandFrashrDemaj,Historia5(2012),p.5.
8Ibid.,p.8,p.21.
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ScholarsheldthatIllyriansowetheirorigintothePelasgians…Albaniansarethede-

scendantsofIllyrians.TheIllyrianlanguagewasspokeninIllyria,althoughitwas

writtenwitheithertheGreekorLatinalphabet.Thousandsofwordssurvivefromthis

oldlanguage,suchasthenamesofpeople,tribes,cities,places,rivers,etc.Thesewords

arefairlysimilartomodernAlbanianequivalents,whichatteststothefactthatAlba-

nianisadirectdescendantofIllyrian.9

AccordingtomanyAlbanianandforeignscholars,thePelasgiansweretheforebearers

oftheIllyrians[….]DatashowsthattheylivedintheBalkansasearlyasthethird

millenniumB.C.[…]AlargenumberofhistoriansconcludethatIllyriansarenative,

andbelongtoIndo-Europeanpeoples.Accordingtomanyresearchers,bothAlbanian

andforeign,thePelasgiansweretheancestorsoftheIllyrians.10

Theabove-citedpassagesmakeitplainthattheallegedoriginofAlbanians

(wherebytheyaredescendentfromboththePelasgiansandtheIllyrians)is

articulatedinthesetextbookswithoutado,throughanumberofsimpleasser-

tions.Ratherunconvincingly,themainargumentreliesuponalinguisticcon-

nectionbetweenIllyrianandAlbanianthatisconsideredbyscholarstobeatbest

amereindicationoftheoriginoftheAlbanianpeople,buthardlydecisiveproof

thereof.11Moreover,theIllyrianoriginsofAlbaniansareoverlymythologized,

especiallyinstatementsdescribingsimilaritiesbetweenIllyrianandAlbanian

dress.

Thisthesisisrepeatedtimeandtimeagainbyteachersinordertoinculcateit

firmlyintheirstudents’minds,andintextbooksitismarkedinbold.The

‘obsessionwithorigin’12goesasfarastoclaimthattheIllyrianshadlivedinthe

BalkanssincethethirdmillenniumB.C.Infact,theearliestaccountsofcertain

tribeslaterdesignated‘Illyrian’arethoseofHesiodandHomer,wholivedinthe

seventhandeightcenturiesB.C.,respectively.Thefirstaccountwhichexplicitly

mentionsIllyriansasadistinctpeopleappearsinHerodotus’workfromthefifth

centuryB.C.13Itisworthpointingoutthatnowhereinthesetextbooksisthere

anymentionofthesecondcommontheoryabouttheoriginofAlbanians,ac-

cordingtowhichAlbaniansdescendlargelyfromboththeIllyriansandthe

Thracians.

9FehmiRexhepiandFrashrDemaj,Historia6(2012),p.24,p.89.
10FehmiRexhepiandFrashrDemaj,Historia10(2010),pp.26–29.
11JoachimMatzinger,‘Shqiptartsipasardhstilirvengakndvshtrimiigjuhsishi-
storike’,inHistoriaeShqiptarve,ed.bySchmittandFrantz(2012),pp.13–39.

12ArdianVehbiu,‘Obsesioniynmeorigjinn’,RoliiMitevenHistorin eShqipris,Prp-
jekja,yearVI,no.15–16.ed.byFatosLubonja(Tirana:Prpjekja,1999),pp.67–72.

13Homeri,Ilias,ed.byG.Dindrof(Lipsiaeinaedibus:B.G.Teubneri,1921);Homeri,Odyssea,
ed.ByG.Dindrof(Lipsiaeinaedibus:B.G.Teubneri1925);Hesiodi,Carmina,(Lipsiaein
aedibus:B.G.Teubneri,1913);IlirtdheIliriateautortantik,ed.byAkademiaeShkencave
eShqipris:InstitutiiArkeologjis(Tiran:Toena,2002),pp.8–14.
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TheMythofOriginalCulture

Anothermythwhichappearsinthesetextbooksisthatsurroundingtheallegedly

distinctandauthenticcultureofIllyrians.Inanefforttoinstillinstudentsasense

ofprideregardingtheirnobleancestors,sometextbookauthorsportraythemas

highlyculturallyadvanced,suchasinthefollowingexcerpts:

IntheperiodofKingGlaucus,bothartsandculturebloomed[….]In[Pyrrhusof

Epirus’]time,artsandcultureflourished[…]Thechildrenoffreecitizenswentonto

privateschoolsattheageofseven[…]wheretheywereinstructedinmaths,history,

arts,etc.[…]TheIllyrianlanguage,distinctfromGreekandLatin,wasspokeninIllyria

[…]ItisbelievedthatthereweremanybooksinIllyrianwhichhavenotsurvived[…]14

‘GreeksettlersfoundamoredevelopedcultureinIllyriathantheyhadeverencountered

before.TheylearnedagreatdealfromtheIllyrians,especiallyconcerningagriculture,

livestock,andcraft[…]TheIllyrianwomanenjoyedrespectbothinthefamilyand

society[…]Therewereevenpublicschoolsinseveralcities[…]fundedbythestate.’15

TheearliestexamplesofartonIllyriansoilarefromtheNeolithicperiod[…]Illyrian

artwasofthehighestquality[…] Illyriansdevelopedtheirownculturethroughart,

building,language,wayoflife,religion,etc.[…]inadditiontotheatre,musicand

gymnastics;evenliteratureprospered.16

Intheabove,theIllyriansareportrayedaspossessingahighlyadvancedculture,

atextbooknarrativewithintensiverecoursetotheNeolithicperiod.Bythesame

token,theGreekcultureofcoastalcoloniesonIllyriaisoverlooked,whileIl-

lyriansarepresentedasculturallysuperiortoGreeks.17TheassertionthatIl-

lyrianswrotemanybooksisbyfarthemostblatantlyfalseclaim,considering

thatthefirstbookwasprintedinthemiddleofthe15thcenturybyGutenberg;

priortohim,therewereonlymanuscriptsorcodices.18

TheauthorsplaceaspecialemphasisontheIllyrians.Thisisbestillustrated

bythehistoryworkbookforthefifthandsixthgrades.Studentsarerequiredto

knowwhichlanguageissimilartoPelasgian;howchildrenwereeducatedin

Illyria;whichlanguagewasspokeninIllyria;whatsimilaritiestherearebetween

IllyriansandAlbanians;theculturaldevelopednessofIllyriansascomparedto

14Rexhepi,Historia5(2012),pp.11–20.
15Rexhepi,Historia6(2012),p.32,pp.84–85.
16Rexhepi,Historia10(2010),pp.56–58.
17ForhelencoloniesinIllyriaseeMuzaferKorkuti,‘Themelimiikolonivehelenedhemar-
rdhnietmebotnilire’,inHistoriaePopullitShqiptar,vol.I.ed.byAkademiaeShkencavee
Shqipris:InstitutiiHistoris(Tirana:Toena,2002),pp.56–58.

18ForlanguageandcultureofIllyriansseeAleksandrStipÅeviq,Ilirt:Historia,jeta,kultura,
simboletekultit,trans.byNazmiRrahmani(Tirana:Toena,2002),pp.121–134;pp.187–192;
pp.216–239;pp.249–254.
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theGreeks;theboundariesofIllyria;thecomparisonbetweenIllyrianandAl-

banianandsoforth.19

TheMythsofVerticalContinuityandEthnicPurity

Themythologizingofautochthonyreachesitsnadirwiththemythofethnic

continuity.ThismythestablishesanuninterruptedverticalstructuretotheAl-

banianethnogenesis:Pelasgians-Illyrians-Albanians.Thisallegedlineageis

presentedinanuninterruptedtimeline,despitespanningaperiodofmorethan

3000years.Thisnarrativeappearsintextbooksforthefifth,sixth,seventh,and

tenthgrades.Itisillustratedinthefollowingpassages:

Fromthe8thcenturyonwardsIllyrianswerecalled‘Arbr’or‘Albanians’,whiletheir

countrywasreferredtoas‘Arbri’or‘Albania’;thesecamefromthenameoftheIllyrian

tribeofAlbanoi[…] Later,thesetermscametoencompassallAlbanianlands[…]

AlbaniansarethedescendantsofIllyrians[…]TheAlbanianstatedidnotincludeall

areasinhabitedbyArbrs-Albanians.20

TheoldIllyrianpopulacewhichsurvivedcametobecalled‘Arbr’or‘Arbri’astime

wenton.TheseprimevalnamesforAlbaniansoriginatewiththeIllyriantribeofAl-

banoi[…]DuringtheMiddleAges,thename‘Arbr’and‘Arbri’spreadthroughoutall

Albanianlands,fromKotorBay[Montenegro]inthenorth,allthewaytoArta’sBayin

thesouth.TheseareaswerecalledArbri-Albania.21

Duringthe11thcentury,AlbanianswereundertheruleofByzantines[…]Amongthe

mostfamousuprisingsagainsttheByzantineswasthatof1043.Aroundthistimethe

nameArbrappearsforthefirsttime.22

TheabovepassagesexemplifythewidespreadideathatIllyrians,Arbrs,and

modernAlbaniansformasingleethnicsubstancewithdifferentlabels.The

transitionfromIllyriantoArbr,andfromArbrtoAlbanian,isnotexplainedas

asocio-historicalandpoliticalevolution,butratherasamerespontaneousshift

ofterms.Theseauthorsuncriticallyfailtodifferentiatebetweenconceptssuchas

‘Arbri’,‘Arbria’and‘Albania’,ignoringthehistoricalsourcesthatdrawa

sharpdistinctionbetweenthem.23Thisispartofthemythofethniccontinuity,

whichisbaseduponamanufacturedalternativehistoricaltimelinethattracesa

19FehmiRexhepiandFrashrDemaj,Historia5–Fletorepune(Prishtin:LibriShkollor,2009),
p.6,p.11,p.14;FehmiRexhepiandFrashrDemaj,Historia6–Fletorepune(Prishtin:Libri
Shkollor,2011)p.23,p.42,p.52.

20Rexhepi,Historia5,p.23,p.26.
21Rexhepi,Historia6,p.109.
22IsaBicajandArbrSalihu,Historia7(Prishtin:LibriShkollor,2009),pp.35–37.
23SeeXhufi,Pllumb,‘VzhgimembiemrinArbrdheArbresh’,inDilemateArbrit(Nj
studimmbiShqiprineshek.XI–XVI),(Tirana:Pegi,2006),pp.3–23.
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straightlinefromtheIllyrianstomodernAlbanians.24Thismythologizing

plungesnewdepthsinpassagessuchasthefollowing,takenfromthetenthgrade

historytextbook:‘[…]thepreviousnames‘Illyria’and‘Illyrians’werereplaced

bythenewlyemergednationalnames‘Arbr’and‘Arbri’overtime.Theseold

nameshaverecoursetotheIllyriantribeofAlbanoi’.25Thisformulationgivesthe

impressionthatthetransitionfromIllyrianstoAlbanianswasmerelylinguistic,

ratherthanadeepsocio-politicalevolutionwhichsawthealterationofthe

frameworkoftheByzantineworldthroughcontinuousinvasionsandchanged

demographics.Itshouldbenotedthattheterms‘Arbr’and‘Arbri’arede-

scribedas‘newnationalnames’despitethefactthattherewasnotyetany

modernsenseofthenation.Thesenamesarequiteparadoxicallyconsidered

equivalenttothelaternames‘Shqiptar’and‘Shqipri’.26

Thetextbookauthorsintertwinethemythofaverticalcontinuitywiththatof

ethnicpurity.SuchmythsignorethediversitywhichcharacterizestheAlbanian

ethnogenesis;insteadtheethnichistoryofAlbaniansispresentedasundiluted

fromantiquitytomoderntimes.Moreover,theyservetocreateasenseofsu-

periorityamongAlbaniansovertheirneighbours.Thisisbestexemplifiedinthe

followingpassages:

Throughoutthecenturies,Illyrianspreservedtheirownlanguage,cultureandtradi-

tions,handeddownfromgenerationtogeneration[…]Arbrsarethedescendantsof

Illyrians.Theypreservedthelanguage,customsandcultureoftheirancestors,the

Illyrians[…]IntheareasthatnowconstitutemodernSlovenia,Croatia,Serbia,and

Bosnia,theancientArbror-Shqiptarpopulacedwindledawaygradually,replacedby

thenewSlavicdwellers.IntheterritoriesofmodernAlbania,Kosovo,andinmuchof

Macedonia,Montenegro,andGreece,however,theancientAlbaniansdidnotdis-

appear.Thispopulationpreserveditslanguage,customsandancientculture,which

werecontinuedbyAlbanians.27

IllyrianswerenotRomanizeddespitebeingunderRomanrule.Theywereableto

preservetheirlanguage,culture,traditions,andtheircustoms[…]Illyrianswereonthe

vergeofassimilationbytheRomansandbarbarianinvaders[…]However,Illyrians,

andlaterAlbanians,managedtopersevere,althoughagreatdealoftheirlandwas

engulfedbySlavicsettlers[…]themainfactorswhichenabledthesurvivalofthe

Albanianpeopleweretheirlanguage,culture,traditions,andcustoms.28

24SeeMilanShuflay,Serbtdheshqiptart,trans.byHasanÇipuri(Tirana:Toena,2004),
pp.30–36.

25Rexhepi,Historia10,p.158.
26ForethnogenesisofAlbaniansseeKristoFrashri,EtnogjenezaeShqiptarve–Vshtrim
historic,ed.byMirandaGoleciandBujarKaroshi(Tirana:M&B,2013),pp.225–249.

27Rexhepi,Historia5,p.23,p.26.
28Rexhepi,Historia10,pp.109–110.
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ThisisagrossoversimplificationofAlbanianmedievalhistory.Theauthorsof

thesetextbooksignoreallrelationswiththeoutsideworld,andthuscanexplain

thetransitionfromIllyrianstoAlbaniansasorganic,internaltransformationsof

adistinctethnicentity,untouchedbyanyoutsidecircumstance.Byemphasizing

repeatedlythepreservationoflanguage,traditionsandculture,theypreclude

anypossibilityofethnicevolution.29Theseauthorsadmitonlytwoextremes:the

firstisthehypothesisaccordingtowhichtheAlbanians-ShqiptartofSlovenia,

Croatia,Bosnia,andSerbiawereutterlyobliteratedbytheinvadingSlavs.The

secondisthetheorythatAlbaniansintheterritoriesofmodernAlbania,Kosovo,

Macedonia,Montenegro,andGreeceescapedassimilationbykeepingintact

theirownidentity.Furthermore,theseauthorsmisusetheterm‘Arbr’,pro-

jectingitbackontothepast,ontoallareasinwhichtheIllyrianslived,and

precludinganypossibilityofhistoricalethnicsymbiosisintheBalkans.30An-

othermajorflawistheuseofmodernpoliticalconceptstodescribethehistoryof

theMiddleAges.

TheMythsofReligiousToleranceandIndifference

AcommonmythisthatofareligiousharmonyinAlbania.Mythsofthisnature

aremotivatedbythereligiousdiversityofmodernAlbanians.Allhistorical

religionsaredepoliticizedtocreatetheimpressionthattheAlbanianidentitywas

neverbasedonreligionbutratheronethnicity.Thismythhastwobranches:the

mythofreligioustoleranceandthatofreligiousindifference.Theformerisofthe

utmostimportancetotheidentitycreatedbyhistorytextbooks,asbehinditliesa

deliberateattempttosubordinatethereligiousdiversityofthenation.Thiscan

beobservedinthefollowingexcerpts:

AlthoughAlbanianshavethreedifferentreligions,theywerealwaysunifiedinasingle

body,maintainingareligioustolerancetowardsoneanother.Albaniansarethoughtto

betheonlypeoplewhohaveneverhadanyreligiouswar.31

Thoughdividedintothreedifferentreligions,theAlbaniannationisknownforits

religioustolerance.Language,tradition,andcustomswerethemainelementswhich

boundtogetherAlbanians[…]WiththespreadofIslamattheendofthe17thcentury,

29ForthecomplexitiesofAlbanianmedievalhistoryseeMilanShuflay,‘Gjendjaetniken
periudhneMesjets’,inQytetetdhekshtjellateShqipris–kryesishtnMesjet,ed.by
LuanMalltezi(Tirana:Onufri,2009),pp.74–81.

30OliverJensSchmitt,‘MonadaeBallkanit–ShqiptartnMesjet’,inHistoriaeShqiptarve:
Gjendjadheperspektivatestudimited.byOliverJensSchmittandEvaAnneFrantz(Tirana:
Prpjekja,2012)pp.67–69.

31Rexhepi,Historia5,p.50.
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thenationalnames‘Shqiptar’and‘Shqipri’emerged.Thesenameswereusedinall

areaswhereAlbanianwasspoken,inspiteofreligiousdifferences.32

Thesetextbooksplaceagreatdealofemphasisonthepragmaticbehaviourof

Albaniansregardingreligion.33Thismythcontainsaveryambiguousterm:

religioustolerance,atermwhichinfactdoesnotreflectapeacefulsymbiosis

amongAlbaniansbutratherpresupposesadiscrepancy,disagreementorcon-

flictinneedofneutralization.Themulti-religioussymbiosisamongAlbanians

wasnotaconsequenceoftolerance,butofawiderinter-religiousconsensus,best

exemplifiedbymixedmarriagesandtheso-calledcrypto-Christians.34

Intheirworkbooks,thestudentsarecompelledtochoosebetweenthefol-

lowingoptions:‘[Albanians]hadreligioustolerance’,and‘[Albanians]didnot

havereligioustolerance’;andbetween‘theyhadreligiouswars’,‘therewereno

religiouswars’,and‘theyonlyhadareligiouswar’.35Similarquestionsaskstu-

dentsto‘describesomefactorswhichpavedthewaytothespreadofIslam

amongAlbanians’,or‘namethereligionofAlbanians’.36

Themythofreligioustolerancewouldbelessconvincingwereitnotac-

companiedbythemythofreligiousindifference.Attheheartofsuchamythlies

theideathatnoreligionmadeanystrongimpactonAlbanianbeliefs,andthat

religiondidnotmatteratalltotheidentityofAlbanians.Thismythisbolstered

inonetextbookbyreferencetoaverseofPashkoVasa’sfamouspoem‘Ohmy

Albania’.Hisattemptstoconceiveanidentityaredescribedinthisway:‘To

achievethemuchyearned-forunification,theychantedaversebyPashkoVasa,

“ThereligionofAlbaniansisAlbanism”,whichchallengednotreligiousbeliefs,

butreligiousdivisionsamongAlbanians’.37Thisversepresentstheideathat

Albaniansarestronglyboundbyethnicity,andnotbyreligion.38Religiousdi-

32Bicaj,Historia7(2009),p.118.
33Rapper,Gillesde,‘CultureandtheReinventionofMythinaBorderArea’,inAlbanian
Identities:MythandHistoryed.byStephanieSchwandner-SieversandBerndJ.Fischer
(London:Hurst&Company,2002),pp.190–200.

34ForreligioustoleranceseeXhufi,Pllumb,‘Tolerancafetarendrshqiptar’,inDilemate
Arbrit(NjstudimmbiShqiprineshek.XI–XVI)(Tirana:Pegi,2006)pp.541–553.

35Rexhepi,Historia5–FletorePune(2009),p.30.
36IsaBicajandArbrSalihu,Historia7–Fletorepune(Prishtin:LibriShkollor,2011),p.48.
37FehmiRexhepiandFrashrDemaj,Historia8:ShkollaeMesmeeUlt(Prishtin:Libri
Shkollor,2012),p.70;seealsothetheclassworkforthispoemin:FehmiRexhepiandFrashr
Demaj,Historia8–Fletorepune(Prishtin:LibriShkollor,2010),p.35;formorepassageson
religiouspragmatismseeRamizAbdyliandEmineBakalli,Historia11:Gjimnaziishkencave
shoqrore(Prishtin:LibriShkollor,2012),pp.41–42;seealsoBajraktari,Jusuf,andIsaBicaj,
Historia11:Gjimnaziiprgjithshm(Prishtin:LibriShkollor,2004),p.72.

38ForthemythologizingofthispoemseeArtanPuto,‘NgaSknderbeumitiknathistorik’,in
Skndebeuikrkimitshkencor,PrpjekjayearXIX,no.28–29(Tirana:Prpjekja,2012)
pp.32–38.
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versityisseenasadirectresultofpragmatismandthestruggleforsurvival.39

Unlikereligioustolerance,religiousindifferenceisneverdissectedinitsentirety.

WhilethesetextsdonotexplicitlystatethatAlbanianswereindifferenttowards

religion,theyimplysuchbypointingoutalltoooftenthefactthatAlbanians

compromisedwithregardstoreligioninordertoattainpoliticaloreconomic

benefits.ThesetextsthereforesuggestakindofreligiousfluidityamongAlba-

nians.40ManychaptersarededicatedtothespreadofIslam,whereasthereare

onlyafewsuperficialexplanationsofthespreadofOrthodoxyandCatholicism

amongAlbanians.Itisworthpointingoutthatthesewritersdonotexaminethe

factthat,inadditiontothethreeabove-mentionedreligions,Albaniansem-

bracedcertainreligiousheresies,suchasBogomilism,someofwhicharestill

practiced.NorisanymentionmadeoftheProtestantorBektashicommunitiesof

Albania.41

TheMythoftheNation:Albano-centrismasNationalism

Mostmythswhichappearinthesetextbooksaremodernizedversionsoflonger-

standingmythswhichwereoriginallydrivenbynineteenth-centurynationalism.

ThepioneersofAlbaniannationalismofthenineteenthcentury,suchasJeronim

deRada,upheldthetheoryofthePelasgianoriginofAlbaniansandsupported

GermanscholarswhoadheredtotheviewthatAlbanianswereofIllyrian‘stock’.

TheIllyriantheoryunderwentaprocessofmythologizingunderthecommunist

39ForthereligionsofAlbaniansduringtheMiddleAgesandOttomanperiodsee:Duka,Ferit,
‘Fejadheshoqrianhapsirnshqiptare–PeriudhaOsmane’,inShekujtosmannha-
psirnshqiptare(Studimedhedokumente)(Tirana:UETPress,2009),pp.41–72;seealso
PllumbXhufi,‘NdjenjafetarenShqiprigjatMesjets’,inDilemateArbrit(2006),
pp.523–539.

40ForAlbanianmythsconcerningreligionseeNathalieClayer,‘Feja,krijimiikombitdhe
shoqria’,inHistoriaeShqiptarvepp.121–132.

41ForspreadofIslamseePeterBartl,Mysllimantshqiptarnlvizjenprpavarsikombtare
(1878–1912),trans.byNestorNepravishta(Tirana:Dituria,2006),pp.11–138;forspreadof
ChristianityseeSchramm,Gottfried,Filletekrishterimitshqiptar:Konvertimiihershmi
besvedhepasojatetijtgjatatrans.bySknderGashi(St.Gallen:AlbanischeInstitut,2006);
seealsoPllumbXhufi,‘Krishtrimiromann Shqipri,shek.VI–XVI’,inDilemateArbrit
(2006),pp.473–485;forheresyofbogomilismseeYlberHysa,Shqiptartdhettjert:nga
MadonaeZezderiteMollaeKuqe(Prishtin:InstitutiAlbanologjik,2009),pp.11–60;see
alsoEdwinJacquesandDavidYoung,UngjillindrShqiptart(Prishtin:Tenda,2000),
pp.15–20;forspreadofProtestantismseeAlexanderThomson,BibleWaysinOldAlbania
(Gjirokastr:AlbanianEvangelicalTrust,1992);seealsoJamesClark,1912dheUngjilli
(Gjirokastr:AEM-MisioniUngjillor,2012);forspreadandroleofBektashisminAlbanian
societyseeMemliKrasniqi, ShoqriaBiblikeBritanikeprt huajtdhebektashizmi
(1814–1897)(Prishtin:InstitutiAlbanologjik,2013),pp.97–180.
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regimeofEnverHoxha(1944–85),42andPashkoVasa’spromotionofthemythof

religioustoleranceservedanationalistagenda.EventheregimeofAhmetZogu

exploitedsuchmythsinanattempttoconsolidateAlbania’sstatehood.These

samethemesre-emergedafterthecollapseofcommunismduetothefearthat

Albaniansmightreturntothepracticeofreligion,whichhadbeenforbiddenby

thecommunistsin1967.43Thehistorypresentedinthesetextbooksspeaksnot

onlyoftheAlbaniansofKosovo,butofAlbaniansingeneral44and,assuch,there

isnoroomfortheperspectiveofthosewhoadvocatea‘Kosovarnation’.Theidea

ofAlbano-centrismimposesapurelyAlbanianperspectiveonstudents.

Whilenationalistthemesareabundantlypopularinthesetextbooks,noteven

asingleparagraphisdevotedtotheprocessofhowthenationwascoalesced.The

Albaniannationispresentedasself-evidentfact.Thisnationnotonlyinhabitsa

modernframework,butappearstotranscendhistoricalperiodization.Thiscan

beseenintheerroneousjoining-togetherofethnonymstoformsuchconceptsas

‘Ilir-Arbr-Shqiptar’.

WhenthekingdomsestablishedbytheIlllyriantribesofEncheleans,Taulanti,

Molossians,Ardieai,orDardaniarediscussed,theyaretreatedassuccessive

groupingswhichfollowedfromoneanother.45Thisviewisconsistentwiththe

desiretoseeIllyriansasasingleethnicentity.Theyignorethefactthattheterm

‘Illyrian’wasmostlikelyneverusedbyIllyrianstodenotethemselves;indeed

thistermwasprobablyanexonymusedbyeithertheGreeksorRomanstorefer

generallytoanumberofdifferenttribeslocatedallthewayfromtheDanubeto

theGulfofAmbracia.AchapterdedicatedtoBalshaIIincludesthefollowing:

‘HisintentionwastouniteallAlbanianlandsintoasinglestate[….]yethecould

notfulfilhisaspiration.ThecouncilofLezhacreatedthegroundsonwhichan

Albanianstatecouldbeestablished’.46Thewritersidentifynationalistidealsina

timewhennomodernnationhadtakenshape.47Ingeneral,theycallevery

politicalentitya‘state’,eachwithitsownnationalistbackground:‘KaraMahmut

PashaconsideredhimselfadescendantofScanderbegandaspiredtodetachfrom

42ForEnverHoxha’sroleonconstructionsofmythsseeStandish,AlexM.J.,‘EnverHoxha’s
RoleintheDevelopmentofSocialistAlbanianMyths’,inAlbanianIdentities(2002),
pp.115–124.

43PiroMisha,‘InventionofaNationalism:MythandAmnesia’,inAlbanianIdentities(2002),
pp.33–48.

44OlsiJazexhi,Rrfimetenjkombi:shqiptart,turqit,muslimantdhetkrishtertntekst-
libratshkollorthistorisdheletrsisnKosov–Analizeteksteveshkolloretciklitfillor,
tmesmt ultdhetmesmt lartnKosov(Tirana:FreeMediaInstitute,2013),p.54.

45Rexhepi,Historia5,pp.11–13;Rexhepi,Historia6,pp.73–80;Rexhepi,Historia10,
pp.37–44.

46Rexhepi,Historia5,p.28,p.40.
47FormythsonnationalismseePatrickJ.Geary,TheMythofNations:TheMedievalOriginsof
Europe,(NewJersey:PrincetonUniversityPress,2003),pp.19–22.
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theOttomanEmpire[…]AliPashTepelenastruggled[…]tomakeconcretehis

visionofanindependentAlbanianstate’.48Whilethereisnodoubtthatthese

AlbanianrulersduringtheOttomanperiodwerewellawareoftheFrenchRev-

olution,itisincorrecttocalltheirvariousattemptsdeliberatenationalistacts.All

thesetextbooks,however,givetheimpressionthatAlbanianshadcultivateda

proto-nationalistconsciousnessallalong.49

TheMythofNationalAwakening

Theperiodofnation-buildingisknowninAlbanianhistoriographyasthatof

NationalAwakening.GiventhattheAlbaniannationisconsideredatimeless

entity,thewritersofhistorytextbooksdonotdelveintothenatureofanation.

Thisraisesthequestionofwhatnewphenomenonmighthaveemergedduring

thenineteenthcentury.AsAnthonySmithputsit,themythofNationalAwak-

eningiscloselylinkedto‘thegoldenageofthenation’.50Accordingtonine-

teenth-centurynationalists,thetimeofScanderbegwasthebrightestperiodof

thenation.HistorytextbooksinKosovoassertthefollowingontheformationof

theAlbaniannation:‘TheAwakeningwasapoliticalmovementwithnationalist

overtones,whosemainpurposewastoliberateanduniteintoasinglein-

dependentstateandtodevelopbothnationaleducationandculture’.51Theystate

asitsaim‘theliberationofallAlbanianlandsfromtheOttomanyoke,andthe

unificationofthoselandsintoasinglenationalstate.’52

TheformationoftheAlbaniannationisdescribedinthesetextbooksina

mannermuchthesameasthatoftheAlbaniannationalistsofthenineteenth

century.TheAlbanianNationalAwakeningisconsideredauniquemovement

withaclearpoliticalplatform:liberation,culturaldevelopment,andtheestab-

lishmentofanindependentstate.Thereisnoexplanationoftheever-growing

antagonismbetweenpro-Ottomanelementsandthosewhoadvocatedforeither

greaterautonomyorfullindependence.53Historicaleventsarepresentedse-

lectively,withanti-Ottomanrevoltsreceivingthemostattention,andnomention

48Abdyli,Historia11,pp.67–71.
49ForprotonationalismandmythsonnationalismseeErickJ.Hobsbawm,NationsandNa-
tionalismsince1780:Programme,Myth,Reality(Cambridge:CambridgeUniversityPress,
2012),pp.46–50.

50AnthonyD.Smith,NationalIdentity(Nevada:UniversityofNevadaPress,1991),p.34.
51JusufBajraktari,FehmiRexhepiandFrashrDemaj,Historia10:Gjimnazimatematikdhe
informatik;Gjimnaziishkencavenatyror(Prishtin:LibriShkollor,2010)p.51.

52JusufBajraktariandArbrSalihu,Historia12:Gjimnaziiprgjithshm,(Prishtin:Libri
Shkollor,2006),p.50.

53SeeNurayBozbora,ShqipriadhenacionalizmishqiptarnPerandorinOsmane.trans.by
DritanEgro(Tirana:Dituria,2002),pp.146–207.
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atalloftheparticipationofAlbaniansintheRusso-OttomanwarsortheCrimean

War.TherearemanyreferencestoPashkoVasa,SamiFrasheri,NaimFrasheri,

HasanTahsini,andIsmailQemali,whilethetextfailstopointoutthatallthese

menwerewell-establishedintheOttomansystem.54Thereisagreatdealof

informationaboutculturaldevelopmentinintellectualcircles,yetnothingsheds

lightupontheculturalfeaturesandidentityofotherstrataofsociety.55

TheMythsofVictimizationandInnocence,andofContinuous
Resistance

Theauthorsofthetextbooksunderconsiderationherecarriedoutadeliberate

purificationofhistory,andsoughttosweepawaythe‘sins’oftheirpeople.They

attempttopresentahistorythatisanaccountofmereevents,withoutconsid-

erationofthechainofcauseandeffectthatlinkthoseevents.Inordertocarryout

thiskindofpurification,theauthorsconceiveofAlbano-centrismasafocalpoint

aroundwhichthehistoricalnarrativecanbebuilt.Insodoing,theyselectevents

andhistoricalsourceswiththeprimaryintentionofbolsteringanimageofan

innocentpeoplethathasbeenthevictimofotherpeoples.56Manyeventsare

simplyleftoutofthehistoriesinordernottoprovokestudents.Theninthgrade

historytextbooktacklestheSecondWorldWarwiththefollowingpassage:

Albanianswhowereill-treatedduringtheMonarchyofYugoslaviawerefairlycautious

towardstheirSerbianneighbours[…]AftertheunificationofapartofKosovowith

Albania,theAlbanianmajoritywasquitetoleranttowardsSerbianandMontenegrin

minorities,andthereweremanyinstanceswhenAlbaniansofferedtheirhelptothe

Serbs.57

Thetruthrunsmuchdeeperthanthisstatement.Accordingtoimpartialob-

servationsconductedbyforeignscholars,anumberofSerbsweredrivenfrom

theirhomesbecausetheyfeltindangerofretaliationbytheAlbanians.Yetmost

oftheexpelledSerbswerecolonizerswhocametosettleinthefertileplainsof

KosovobetweenthetwoWorldWars.Themythwhichcreatesthisvisionof

54NurayBozbora,Shqipriadhenacionalizmishqiptarn PerandorinOsmane.trans.by
DritanEgro(Tirana:Dituria,2002),pp.244–255.

55AleksBuda,‘Mendimipolitikdhekulturakombtarenvitet50–70tshek.XIX’,inHistoria
ePopullitShqiptar,vol.II,ed.byAkademiaeShkencaveeShqipris:InstitutiiHistoris
(Tirana:Toena,2002),pp.121–131.

56SeethehomeworkinFehmiRexhepiandFrashrDemaj,Historia9–Fletorepune(Prishtin:
LibriShkollor,2007),p.28.

57FehmiRexhepi,Historia9(Prishtin:LibriShkollor,2009),p.118.
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innocenceisadeliberateattempttojustifyanAlbaniancollaborationthatis

todaycondemnedbymanyhistorians.58

Thus,wheneverauthorsdwellontheproblemofcollaborationbetweenAl-

baniansandNaziauthorities,theyseemdeterminedtojustifytheAlbanians’

motives:

WhentheGerman authoritywasestablished,agroupofnationalistsattemptedto

preservethenationalunificationwhichhadbeenachievedearlierbyprovidingsupport

totheGermans.From16to20SeptembertheSecondLeagueofPrizrentookplacein

Prizren[…]NaziGermanysupportedtheSecondLeagueofPrizreninserviceoftheir

owngoals,whileontheotherhand,theLeaguememberstriedtoexploittheGermans’

presenceinordertoachievetheirobjectives.59

ThisisanattempttojustifycollaborationbyportrayingtheSecondLeagueof

Prizrenasakindofpragmaticmovement.Inasimilarmanner,thereisnota

singlementionofthequislinggovernmentofTiranaandtheSSSkanderbeg

Division.60Althoughtheroleofthelatterwasinsignificant,theauthorsalsoleave

unmentionedtheinstanceswhenJewswererescuedvoluntarilybyAlbanians

duringtheSecondWorldWar,forexample.

Themythofcontinuousandunbrokenresistancethroughouthistorycorre-

spondstothisideaofan‘innocent’people.61TheformermythspainttheAl-

baniansinaperenniallydefensiveposition,resistingtheonslaughtofothers.

Thisisthekindofnarrativepresentedinthefollowingpassages,forinstance:

IllyrianswereneversubjugatedunderRomanrule;theyfoughtallthetimefortheir

freedom.Althoughtheiruprisingswerecrushedwithviolenceandcruelty,theIllyrians

roseupcontinuouslyagainstforeignrulers.62

TheAlbanianswagedacontinuouswartoliberatethemselvesfromtheOttomanyoke

[…]TheAlbaniansneverceasedintheirresistanceagainsttheOttomaninvaders[…]

[ElenaGjika]emphasizedthewaroftheAlbaniansagainstOttomanruleinherfolk

songs[…]TheestablishmentofanIndependentAlbania[…]wasthedirectresultof

continuousuprisingsagainsttheOttomans[…]InallthecitiesofAlbania[…]Italian

invaderswerefacedwiththeresistanceofAlbanians.63

TheyneveracceptedOttomanrule.TheresistanceoftheAlbaniansgrewstrongereach

time[…]TheresistanceoftheArbrsneverceased.64

58SeeNoelMalcolm,Kosovo:AShortHistory(USA:HarperPerennial,1999),pp.293–294.
59FehmiRexhepiandFrashrDemaj,Historia11:Gjimnaziigjuhve(Prishtin:LibriShkollor,
2004),p.161.

60SeeOliverJensSchmitt,Kosova:Historieshkurtrenjtreveqendroreballkaniketrans.by
EnverRobelli.(Prishtin:KOHA,2012),pp.164–171.

61ForatypicalexampleseeFehmiRexhepi,Historia9(Prishtin:LibriShkollor,2009),p.47.
62Rexhepi,Historia6,p.87.
63Rexhepi,Historia5,pp.57–58;p.67;p.71;p.84.
64Bicaj,Historia7,p.54.
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Theinsurgentsfoughtagainstoppressionandeconomicexploitation[…]Theun-

ceasinguprisingoftheAlbanians,aswellastheItalianwar,weakenedtheOttoman

Empireconsiderably.65

Theseauthorseschewmoderntermssuchas‘PaxRomana’or‘PaxOttomanica’,

andthusremainsilentonthefactthatIllyrianswerewellintegratedwithinthe

Romanpoliticalandmilitaryframework,andwithinthestructuresoftheOt-

tomanEmpire.TheynevermentiontheeconomicprosperityoftheOttoman

period;likewisetheintertwiningidentitiesofOttomansandAlbaniansareig-

nored.66TheystresstheminorresistanceofAlbanianforcesagainstthefascist

invasionof1939,whomtheyportrayashavingplayedafargreaterrole.Ulti-

mately,themythofcontinuousresistanceonthepartoftheAlbaniansisamere

byproductof‘historicvictimizationsyndrome’,whichreassuresAlbaniansof

theirhistoryandpaintsoverthelostchancesofthepast.67

TheMythofScanderbegandtheRelationshipwiththe‘West’

MosttextbookswidelyusedinKosovorelaythemythofanintrinsicconnection

betweentheAlbaniansandtheWest,andgenerallyplaydowntherelationsof

AlbaniawiththeEasternworld.Thismythisanexampleofhistorybeingaltered

toattainmodernobjectives;thetextbookwriterspursuethesamepathasthe

politicaleliteswhoareeagertobelittleEasternelementsinsociety.Thismythis

affectedbytheintensedebatesoftheAlbanianintellectualmilieuonthenatureof

Albanianidentity.68Mostofthesetextbooksareawashwithpassageswhichspeak

totheEuropeanidentityofAlbanians.

Theanti-OttomanresistanceledbyScanderbegseems,intheeyesofthese

authors,tobestexemplifytheaffiliationofAlbanianswithEuropeandthe

Westernworld,andtheythusmythologizeScanderbegaccordingly.Themythof

ScanderbegemergedinthenineteenthcenturywhenAlbaniannationalistswere

eagertofindanoutstandinghistoricalpersonalitytosymbolizetheirstruggle

againsttheOttomanEmpire.Scanderbegfittedthebillperfectly:anAlbanian

bornintoanOrthodoxfamily,helaterconvertedtoIslamduringhisstayatthe

Ottomancourt.HelefttheOttomanarmyin1443whenhemanagedtostirupa

65Rexhepi,Historia8,p.69;p.111.
66ForthehistoryofAlbaniansduringtheOttomanperiodseeFeritDuka,Shqipriagjat
sundimitosman(Njhistorieshkurtr)(Tirana:UETPress,2009),pp.373–426.

67ForthissyndromeseePiroMisha,‘Fenomeninacionalizmdhekrizashqiptare’,RoliiMiteve
nHistorin eShqipris,(1999),p.27.

68ForthesedebatesseeIsmailKadare,IdentitetiEvropianiShqiptarve(Tirana:Onufri,2006);
seealsoKristoFrashri,IdentiteiKombtarShqiptardheÇshtjetTjera–(Ndrhyrjen
debatinIsmailKadare–RexhepQose)(Tirana:Edisud,2006).
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successfulanti-Ottomanresistance,whichlasteduntilhisdeathin1468.Thefirst

mythologizingofScanderbegwascarriedoutbyEuropeanChristianwriterswho

opposedtheOttomanEmpire.TheysawinScanderbeganobleknightwhocould

inspiretheEuropeanResistanceagainsttheMuslimOttomans.69

ScanderbegisoverlymythologizedinhistorytextbooksinKosovo.Animage

showingthemonumentofScanderbeginPrishtinaisstampedonthefirstpageof

thefifthgradehistorytextbook;theintroductiontoScanderbegasserts:‘The

noblefamilyofKastriotwasfromHas’.70Itistellingthatfromanumberof

theoriesconcerningScanderbeg’sorigin,theseauthorschoosethetheorythathe

camefromavillagenearmodernKosovo.Itisunclearwhetherthisrepresentsan

attempttoestablishaconnectionbetweenthestudentsofKosovoandScan-

derbeg,oradisguiseddesireto‘usurp’him.71

Scanderbegisfurtherportrayedthus:

ThewarswagedbyScanderbegthwartedtheOttomanarmyintheircampaignto

conquerEurope.ItcanbestatedthatScanderbegdefendedEuropefromOttoman

onslaughts[…]Scanderbegremains anationalpersonality,andagreatfigureinEu-

ropeanhistory[…]Numerousmonumentsofthishero[…]havebeenerectedinthe

citiesofEurope:inRome,Brussels,Geneva,etc.72

Inthetenthgradehistorytextbook,thereisaspecialchapterentitled‘The

CooperationofScanderbegwithEurope’,whichexplicitlystates:

TheAlbanianwarledbyScanderbegechoedpowerfullyacrossEurope.Thewestern

EuropeansconsideredhimthemainbulwarkagainstOttomanincursionsonthe

easternfringesofthecontinent[…]ThePopesofRomeweresympathetictowardshim

[…]andtheycalledhima‘defenderofChristendom’[…]bestowinguponhimthetitle

of‘GeneralCaptainoftheHolySea’.73

Historia7continuesthenarrative:

ThefierceresistanceofAlbanianswasashieldforWesternEurope[…]Scanderbeg

maintainedgoodrelationswithmanyEuropeancountries[…]Theanti-Ottoman

struggleofAlbaniawashighlypraisedbyEuropeanaudiences[…]Thus[…]Scan-

derbegmightberegardedasadefenderofEuropeancivilization.74

69SeeKristoFrashri,‘SknderbeudheEvropa’,inGjergjKastrioti–Sknderbeu:600vjetpas,
ed.byDomNdueBallabani(Zagreb:MisioniKatolikShqiptarnKroaci&KshilliiPakics
KombtareShqiptaret Qytetitt Zagrebit,2005),pp.19–25;seeOliverJensSchmitt,
Sknderbeu,trans.byArdianKlosi(Tirana:K&B,2009),pp.423–455.

70Rexhepi,Historia5,p.37.
71ForScanderbeg’sallegedKosovooriginsseeJahjaDranÅolli,‘GjergjKastrioti–Sknderbeu
dheKosova’,inGjergjKastrioti–Sknderbeu(2005),pp.39–47;seealsoJahjaDranÅolli,
ShtetimesjetariGjergKastriotit–Sknderbeut(Peja:Dukagjini,2001),pp.183–192.

72Rexhepi,Historia5,p.42;p.47.
73Rexhepi,Historia10,pp.180–181.
74I.Bicaj,Historia7,pp.67–69.
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TheviewthatScanderbegfoughtonbehalfofEuropeoftenappearsaspartofan

attempttoconstrueapurelyEuropeanAlbanianidentityandsocializenew

generationswiththisconcept.Butthisattemptisatoddswiththehistorical

realityofScanderbeg:thereisaconflictbetweenthemythicalfigureandits

historicalcounterpart.75Statementssuchastheaboveaimtoprovideanewsetof

valuesinlinewithmodernpolitics.76

TheMythofCulturalHomogeneity

Theauthorsofthesetextbookshavebeencarefulnottochallengetheimageofa

WesternAlbaniabyexamininghistoricallinkswiththeEasternworld.Thiscan

beobservedinthemythsconcerningreligiouspragmatism,wheretheimpactof

IslamonAlbaniansocietyisnotevaluatedindepth.77Anexamplecanbefound

inthefollowingpassage:‘AlthoughthepeoplesoftheBalkansembracedIslam,

theypreservedtheirlanguage,traditionsandcustoms[…].Dhimitrandthe

populationofArbriawereconvertedfromOrthodoxytoCatholicism[…]He

aimedtoaffiliateAlbaniawithWesterncountries’.78AlbanianIslamishidden

behindthemaskofWesterninfluence.Thus,manyprominentAlbanianwriters,

paintersandarchitectsareexcludedfromAlbaniancultureandinsteadpre-

sentedasfigures‘whocontributedtoOttomanculture’.79Inadditiontothis,the

culturesofAlbaniaandKosovoaftertheSecondWorldWararepresentedas

homogeneous.80

FacedwiththeoldquestionastowhetherAlbaniansbelongintheEastor

West,theseauthorshavearbitrarilydecidedtoclingtoWesterncivilization.81

TheconstructionofaWesternidentitynecessitatesan‘escapefromtheEast’.82

Thismythreliesontheideaofculturalhomogeneity,accordingtowhichAl-

75SeeArtanPuto,‘NgaSknderbeumitiknathistorik’,inSkndebeuikrkimitshkencor,
PrpjekjayearXIX,no.28–29(Tirana:Prpjekja,2012),pp.18–23.

76SeeNicolaNixon,‘Ngaher etashmevropian:figuraeSknderbeutn nacionalizmin
bashkkohorshqiptar’,inSkndebeuikrkimitshkencor(2012),pp.142–164.

77FortheinfluenceofIslaminAlbaniansocietyseeFatmirShehu,‘TheInfluenceofIslamin
AlbanianCulture’,JournalofIslamAsia,SpecialIssue(1),(Malaysia:InternationalIslamic
UniversityofMalaysia,2011),pp.389–407;seealsoGerDuijzings,ReligionandPoliticsof
IdentityinKosovo.(NewYork:ColumbiaUniversityPress,2000).

78I.Bicaj,Historia7,p.34;p.39.
79Ibid.,p.130.
80IsaBicajandIsufAhmeti,Historia12:Gjimnazishoqror(Prishtin:LibriShkollor,2006),
p.211.

81ForthehistoryofthisdilemmaseeOliverJensSchmitt,Shqiptart:Nj historimidisLindjes
dhePerndimittrans.byArdianKlosi(Tirana:K&B,2012).

82FortheescapeofAlbaniansfromtheOrientseeEnisSulstarova,ArratisjengaLindja:
OrientalizmishqiptarngaNaimiteKadareja(Tirana:PikapaSiprfaqe,2013).
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baniansocietyisamonolithicentitydevoidofdiversity.83Theendeavourto

‘westernize’Albanianhistoryasmuchaspossibleisevidentinanillustrationin

theseventhgradehistorytextbook,inwhichAliPashTepelenaandtheBritish

poetLordByronaredepictedinaseeminglywesterninterior.84Thisillustration

belieshistoricaltruth;infactAliPashTepelena’spalacewasbuiltintheEastern

style,andhemaintainedabroadlyEasternlifestyle.Moreover,thesetextbook

authorsgotogreateffortstomentionthecontributionofAlbanianstoWestern

culture.TheypointtotheIllyrianorAlbanianoriginsofAlexandertheGreat,

ConstantinetheGreat,SaintJerome,JustiniantheGreat,SaintAnastasia,and

FrancescoCrispi.85

Conclusion

HistoricaltextbooksinKosovohaveamissionarycharacterandseektoadvance

acomplexhistorical,cultural,andpoliticalidentitywhichcorrespondstofar-

reachingpoliticalobjectives.Thewritersofthesetextbookshavedeviseda

mythologizedhistoryfromanumberofclichsorstereotypes,whichdepicts

Albaniansasanativepeoplebearinganoriginalculturewithalinearhistory

whichcanbetracedalongthestructurePelasgians-Illyrians-Arbrs-Shqiptar;a

peoplewhichhaswithstoodassimilationbyretainingitsethnicityandculture.

Albaniansareportrayedaspragmaticandtolerantwithregardtoreligion,with

theirproto-nationalconsciousnessmakingupforanyreligiousdifferencesbe-

tweenthem.Theyarecastintheroleofvictimindisputeswiththeirneighbours,

andassuchcarrynohistoricalblame,andtheywerealsodefendersofand

contributorstoEuropeancivilizationandculture.Thisportrayaleschewsevery

aspectofAlbanianhistorywhichmightpointtothecountry’slinkswiththe

Easternworld.Thismeta-narrative,whichpresentsahistorytobeproudofand

assertstheinternationalandhistoricalimportanceoftheAlbanianpeople,

servestoinculcateamodernWesternidentityinstudents.

Further,theauthorsofthesetextbooksareselectiveintheirpresentationof

eventsinthepoliticalhistoryofKosovo.Theyleaveunmentionedmanyhis-

toricaleventsofmajorimportance,whilewritingunnecessarilylong-winded

chaptersonother,lesssignificant,subjects.Forinstance,thesetextbooksmake

nomentionoftheBulgarianKingdom,theperiodwhentheBalshaclanruled

83SeeNoelMalcolm,‘MythsofAlbanianNationalIdentity:SomeKeyElements,asExpressedin
theWorksofAlbanianWritersinAmericaintheEarlyTwentiethCentury’,inAlbanian
Identities(2002),pp.70–87.

84I.Bicaj,Historia7,p.124.
85Rexhepi,Historia6,pp.94,p.105andp.108;Rexhepi,Historia8,p.16;andRexhepi,Hi-
storia8–Fletorepune,p.10.
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mostofKosovo,norofanySerbianrulersoftheregion,andequallyneglectthe

SicilianKingdom’sAlbanianterritories,orofthoseofNaplesorVenice.Con-

versely,theyincludelongchaptersontheOttomanconquests,takingadvantage

ofthestigmaaroundOttomanrule.The1912and1918Serbianconquestsof

Kosovoarefeaturedheavily,asareagreementsbetweenYugoslaviaandTurkey

andSerbianplanstoexpelAlbaniansfromKosovo.Thesetextbookauthors’

interpretationsofthepastareshapedbythoroughlymodernpoliticalpercep-

tionsofAlbanianhistory.

Thestyleofnarrationinthesehistoriesresemblesthatofaliteraryfolktale.

Thereisnouseofreferences.Notasinglehistoricaldocumentispresentedtothe

students:noimperialdecree,correspondence,militaryorder,journalentry,

historicalphoto,orproclamation.Moreover,whilethesetextbookscontain

factualquestionsoneachchapter,noneoftheseinspirescriticalassessmentof

theinformationpresented,nordothesupplementarytextbooks.Historyis

treatedasasetofgivenfacts,anditsstudyconsistsintheabsorptionofsuch

facts,withouttheneedforcriticaldistance.Theterminologyusedinthese

textbooksishardlyappropriateforthenarrationofhistory,oftendisplaying

propagandisticovertones.Whenthemythsareaddressedasawhole,ashasbeen

donehere,amorecomprehensivepictureoftheoverallimpactsofsuchtext-

booksisrevealed.Thebooksseemtoaimtolendlegitimacytoaparticular

modernidentitybyprojectingitontothepast,creatingmythsthatcanbecome

manifestinthepresentday.Kosovo’shistorytextbooksconformtoneitherthe

basicprinciplesofhistoriography,northoseofeducation.Theyrevolvearound

transhistoricalinterpretations,whichinturngiverisetohistoricalmyths.They

acceptandpromotetheidentityconceptionsprovidedbypolitics.Thesetext-

bookscannot,therefore,fosterareflectiveunderstandingofhistory,andought

tobereplacedintheirentirety.
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DenisVuka

PortrayalsoftheNationalResistanceduringtheSecond
WorldWarinHistoryTextbooks:ACriticalLayoutAnalysis

Introduction

Inthenationalhistoricalnarrativeestablishedduringthesocialistperiodin

Albaniafrom1944to1992,thenationalresistanceduringtheSecondWorldWar

occupiesaprominentposition.Thisresistancemovementisgiventhestatusofa

brightchapterinthenation’spast,ifnotthebrightest.Inhisdiscussionofthe

impactsofthewaronthesocialsphereduringthesocialistera,historianBernd

Fischerarguesthatrarelyhasahistoricaleventsodeeplyandforsolongdo-

minatedanationalpsyche.1Thewartimeexperience,followingFischer,becamea

centralthemeforthenextforty-fiveyears,andwasmirroredinawidespectrum

ofculturalproductionandalsoineducationandschooltextbooks.2Theglori-

ficationofthepartisanwarthatbeganimmediatelyafterWWIIintensifiedinthe

decadestocome,withitspeakduringthelate1970sandthroughoutthe1980s.

Furthermore,insocialisthistoriographyAlbania’swartimeexperienceis

dividedintothreesub-phases:theearlyyearsofthescatteredresistance

(1939–1941),theorganizationofthenational‘liberation’bytheCommunist

PartyofAlbania,duringwhichthefoundationsofanarmedfrontwerelaid

(1941–1943),andfinallytheyearsofthearmedresurgence(1943–1944).3Inthis

periodization,thereareatleasttwocriticalmomentsthatarehighlypraisedand

onwhichthecategorizationofthewartimeexperienceisbased.Thefirstisthe

establishmentoftheCommunistPartyofAlbaniain1941,apoliticaleventthat

changedthecourseofthewar. Withinabriefperiod,followingthesocialist

historiography,thePartyhadassumedleadershipofthesocialistmovementand,

duringthesameperiod,formedthebasisfortheorganizationofthearmed

1BerndJ.Fischer,‘TheSecondWorldWarinAlbania:HistoryandHistoricalAgendas’,in:
OliverJensSchmittandEvaAnneFrantz,eds,AlbanischeGeschichte:StandundPerspektiven
derForschung(München:R.Oldenbourg,2009),pp.119–130.
2BerndJ.Fischer,AlbaniaatWar1939–1945(London:Hurst&Company,1999),pp.255–256.
3StefanaqPollo,KristoFrashri,MuinÇamiandVironKoka(ed.),HistoriaeShqipris.Vllimi
iTret(1912–1944),(Tiran:AkademiaeShkencaveeRPStShqipris,1984),p.9.
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resistance.4Theyear1943markedasecondturningpointinthecourseofthe

war:inJuly,theGeneralStaffoftheNationalLiberationArmywasestablished.

Thiswasapeople’sarmythatwouldcarrytheliberationstruggleagainstthe

occupiersandthedomesticreactionaryforces.Thecreationofaregulararmy,

againundercommunistcontrol,wasacrucialstepthatresultedinthein-

tensificationoftheliberationstruggleasthewarwascomingtoanend.5

Inhistorytextbooks,asimilarnarrativeandperiodizationhasbeenfollowed

asfarasthenationalresistanceduringtheSecondWorldWarisconcerned.Inthe

subjectofnationalhistory,theestablishmentoftheCommunistPartyandthe

formationoftheNationalLiberationArmyremainedtheeventsextolledpre-

dominantlybythetextbooks. Whiletheaccountremainedstableduringthe

yearsofthesocialistgovernment,theliberationstrugglehasgainedinim-

portancesincetheturnofthecenturyandintheaftermathofAlbania’swith-

drawalfromtheWarsawPact.Theseyearscorrespondtothebeginningandthe

culminatingphasesoftheisolationofthecountryfromtheinternationalarena.

Anadditionalsubstantialchangeconcerningthetextbooksinthishistorical

frameworkisthatofthe‘visualturn’.Theuseofimageshasincreasedrapidly

sincetheearlyseventies;theynowoccupyanincreasinglysignificantplacein

textbooklayouts,contributingtothecreationofaparallelvisualnarrativenextto

thatofthetext.

Itistheaimofthischaptertoaddressthevisualrepresentationofthenational

liberationstruggleinnationalhistorytextbooklayouts.Morespecifically,I

concentrateontheimagesthatshowtheeventsoftheestablishmentofthe

CommunistPartyofAlbaniaandoftheGeneralStaffoftheNationalLiberation

Army.Iseekfirsttoreadthemessagestheimagescontain,whileonasecondlevel

Iattempttoanalyzethestructureofthelayoutsandtheircontent.Ithusaimtofill

theresearchgapconcerningtheuseofvisualresourcesintheAlbaniancontextof

educationalmediaresearchusingasocio-semioticvisualapproach.

Methods

Thismethodologicalapproach,introducedbyGuntherKressandTheovan

Leeuwen,considersillustrationstobeimportantmeansofcommunicationand,

likeanyothersemioticresource,tofulfilthreemajormetafunctions:therep-

4Polloet.al.,eds,HistoriaeShqipris.VllimiiTret,p.9.
5StefanaqPolloandArbenPuto,TheHistoryofAlbaniafromitsOriginstothePresentDay,
trans.CarolWisemanandGinnieHole(London:Routledge&KeganandPaul,1981),p.235;
KristoFrashri,TheHistoryofAlbania(ABriefSurvey),Tirana:1964,p.298.
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resentational,theinteractiveandthecompositional.6KressandvanLeeuwen

analyzeeachofthesemetafunctionsofthevisualresourcesandthusreadthe

visuallyarticulatedmessages.Simplyput,therepresentationalmetafunction

referstotheabilitytorepresenttheworldasitstands,theinteractivemeta-

functionrepresentstherelationsofthoseengagedincommunication,i.e.the

representedparticipantsorobjectsandtheviewers,andthecompositional

metafunctionprovidesinformationconcerningtheinternalcoherenceofthe

elements.7Alongwiththeimages,thetextbooklayouts,considereddistinct

semioticunitsontheirown,willalsobeaddressedintheanalysis.Layoutsbelong

tothegenreofcompositionthatincorporatesinitssubstructurebothtextualand

visualelements.Beingamultimodalcompositionalunitconsisting(inthis

study)oftwopages,alayoutrelatesitsvariouselementsthroughthreesignifying

systems:informationalvalue,salience,andframing.8Verbalcommunicationwill

equallybetakenintoconsiderationinanattempttocreateaunifiedperceptionof

thevisuallyandtextuallyconstructedmeaningsthelayoutscontain.

Thematerialderivesfromthenationalhistorytextbookspublishedduring

thelasttwodecadesofthesocialistera.Thelayoutsshowingthehistoricalevents

oftheestablishmentoftheCommunistPartyandthatoftheLiberationArmy

werechosenfromthefourthandeighthgradesofcompulsoryeducationonthe

groundsofbeingthemostrepresentativeexamples.Anotherreasonforchoosing

thelayoutsanalyzedbelowwastheirpersistenceovertheyears:thesetwolayouts

remainedinuseforsometime.

Albania’sWartimeExperience(1939–1944)

TheprincipaldevelopmentsofthenationalresistancebeganwiththeItalian

invasioninApril1939andendedwiththeretreatofthelastGermantroopsinlate

November1944.IntheaftermathoftheItalianoccupation,firstreactionstook

place,mostlynon-violentactsthatwouldlaterbecomearmedandbetteror-

ganized.In1940theguerrillaattacksbegan,followedbyageneralincreasein

incidentsandcivildisobedience.9Fromtheendofthefollowingyear,several

6GuntherKressandTheovanLeeuwen,ReadingImages:TheGrammarofVisualDesign
(LondonandNewYork:Routledge,2006),p.42.
7KressandTheovanLeeuwen,ReadingImages,p.15.
8TheovanLeeuwenandGuntherKress,‘CriticalLayoutAnalysis’,in:InternationaleSchul-
buchforschung,17,1(1995),pp.25–43.
9 MirandaVickers,TheAlbanians:AModernHistory(LondonandNewYork:Tauris,1995),
p.141.
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permanentorganizedguerillagroupswereinfulloperation.10However,eventhis

pointisstilltooearlyastagetoargueforanationalmovement,consideringthe

lackoforganizationonalargescale.

Thesynchronizationofthescatteredarmedresurgencewasachievedwhen

theCommunistPartyofAlbaniacalledameetingin1942tobeattendedby

participantsfromawidepoliticalspectrum,andsubsequentlyestablishedthe

NationalLiberationMovement(NLM).11Themaintaskscalledforwerethe

creationofaunitedfrontdirectedbyacentralcommitteeandtheestablishment

ofnationalliberationcouncilsandsmallarmedgroupsthroughouttheAlbanian

territory.12SinceitsestablishmenttheactivitiesoftheNLMweredominatedby

theCommunistParty,thesoleorganizedpoliticalpowerexistingatthetime.The

latterhadbeenformedinNovember1941asaresultofthemergingofthemost

significantcommunistgroups.IntheestablishmentoftheAlbanianCommunist

Party,thedirectassistanceoftheCommunistPartyofYugoslaviahadproved

crucial.13

Inthemeantime,anovelpoliticalorganizationhadformed.InNovember

1942theliberal,nationalist,andprimarilyanti-communistorganizationofBalli

Kombtar(theNationalFront)wasestablished,becomingthecommunists’main

politicalandmilitaryrival.Despitetheirambitiontobetheprincipalpower

contenders,theymostlyrefrainedfrommilitaryactivityinordertosavere-

soucesfortheendofthewarandthefinalconfrontationwiththecommunists.14

TakingadvantageofthepassivityofBalliKombtar,thecommunist-ledNational

LiberationMovementgainedtheupperhandinthearmedresistance.Itcoor-

dinatedandintensifieditsmilitaryactivities,lendingtheresistanceanational

characterforthefirsttime.15Adistinctiveachievementofthisperiodisthe

formationoftheGeneralStaffoftheNationalLiberationArmyinJuly1943,

alwaysundercommunistleadership.16

FollowingtheGermaninvasioninSeptember1943,thearmedresistance

entereditsfinalandmostcriticalphase.ThepartisanforcesoftheNLMlaunched

ageneraloffensiveagainstthenationalistorganizationofBalliKombtarandthe

pro-monarchistLegalitetiMovement,bothofwhomwerecollaboratingwiththe

10ValentinaDuka,HistorieShqipris1912–2000[HistoryofAlbania1912–2000](Tiran:
ShtpiaBotueseKristalina,2007),p.214.

11Fischer,AlbaniaatWar1939–1945,p.130.
12NicholasP.Pano,ThePeople’sRepublicofAlbania(Baltimore:TheJohnHopkinsPress,
1968),p.48.

13ElezBiberaj,Albania:ASocialistMaverick,Boulder:WestviewPress,1990,17;PeterPrifti,
SocialistAlbaniaSince1944:DomesticandForeignDevelopments(Cambridge,Massach-
usetts:MITPress,1978),p.11.

14Fischer,AlbaniaatWar1939–1945,p.134.
15Ibid.,p.136.
16Prifti,SocialistAlbania,p.15.
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Germans.17Acivilconfrontationcouldnolongerbeavoided.Militaryoperations

continuedintothewinterof1943–1944andGermanattacksagainsttheforcesof

theNLMincreased.Nevertheless,thelatterwereabletoresisttheGermanof-

fensive,whilemaintainingthefrontagainsttheirdomesticopponentswhowere

defeatedbythesummerof1944.Duringthiscriticalphaseofthewarthe

communistsreceivedmoralandmilitaryaidfromtheAlliedMediterranean

Command18,andorganizationalandmilitaryadvicefromYugoslaviathroughout

theentirecourseofthewar.19

Inautumn1944,withthewardrawingtoanend,theinternalopponents

defeatedandtheGermanretreatunderway,theleadershipoftheNLMturnedits

attentiontothepoliticalfront.InOctoberaprovisionalgovernmentwasformed.

AfterthelastGermantroopshadleftAlbaniathegovernmentmovedtothe

capitalTiranaandtookcontrolovertheentirecountry.Thewarhadjustended

andthecommunists,astheonlyremainingpoliticalandmilitaryforce,faced

hardlyanyobstacleswhenassumingpower.

Analysis

Inachronologicalsequence,followingtheorderinwhichtheeventstookplace,I

willfirstrefertotheestablishmentoftheCommunistPartyofAlbaniaandthen

tothecreationoftheGeneralStaffoftheNationalLiberationArmy.

TheEstablishmentoftheCommunistPartyin1941

Therecanhardlybeabetterexamplewithwhichtobegintheanalysisofhowthis

eventisdepictedthanthelayoutusedinthenationalhistorytextbookforthe

fourthgrade(Figure1).Thisdouble-pagelayoutwasintroducedin1978andwith

oneexceptionintheyear1979remainedinuseuntiltheendofthe1980s.Itis

dividedintotwopages,bothcontainingvisualandverbalinformation.Inmy

attempttoreadthemultimodallyarticulatedmessagesthislayout‘sends’,Iwill

firstrefertothevisualresourcesbeforeexaminingtheinnerlayersofthelayout

andfinallydiscussingtheverbalcommunicationinherentinthedesign.

Atthecenteroftheright-handpageweseeawell-knownpaintingbyShaban

Hysa.Itisaphotographoftheoriginalworkcreatedbytheartistin1974,andasit

17Fischer,AlbaniaatWar1939–1945,p.195.
18Prifti,SocialistAlbania,p.14.
19NicholasC.Pano,‘Albania:TheLastBastionofStalinism’,in:MiloradM.Drachkovitch(ed.),
EastCentralEurope.Yesterday,Today,Tomorrow(Stanford,California:HooverInstitution
Press,1982),pp.194–195.
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appearsinthelayoutitisfollowedbythecaption:‘ThePartywasfounded’.On

theleft-handpagethereisaphotographofthebuildinginwhichthishistorical

eventtookplace.TheHysapaintingoccupiesacentralpositiononthepageand

thuscatchesthepupils’attention.Itshowsagroupofpeopleattendingameeting

intheinteriorofaroom.Theoillamponthetableandtheclothesofthe

participantssuggestthatitisawinterevening.Anarrativestructureispercep-

tiblebasedonthepresenceofseveralvectors20whichviatheirpresenceinthe

compositionconnecttheparticipantstoeachotherwhilebringingtothefore

informationreferringtotheactororactorsandtheobjectofacertainaction.The

strongestistheeye-levelvectorthatconnectsmostoftheparticipantsoractors

toonespecificfigure,EnverHoxha.Atthesametime,thelatterprevailsasthe

mostsalientpartofthepaintingpositionedinthecenter.Hoxha’sdynamic

appearancereversestheroles,however.Hestandsoutasthemainactorasalleyes

areuponhim,includingthoseofthereader.Hisowngazemovesbeyondthe

frameofthepaintingandrefrainsfrominteractionwiththerestofthepartic-

ipantsorwiththereader.Thereisnodoubtthatheisthedominantfigure,

indicatedfurtherbyhisphysicalsizeandheight,whereastherestofthepar-

Figure1:Source:ElsaMinga,VedatDemiraj,TeftaMalile,HistorieShqiprisprKlasene4-tt
Shkolls8-VjeÅare,Tiran:ShtpiaBotueseeLibritShkollor,1982,76–77.

20KressandvanLeeuwen,ReadingImages,pp.59–60.
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ticipantsarerelegatedtothebackground.Asfarastheactionofthepaintingis

concerned,thisistheannouncementoftheestablishmentoftheCommunist

PartybyHoxha,whoappearsconcomitantlyasitsunequivocalleaderand

founder.

Asecondvectoristhecyclicalformaccordingtowhichtheotherfounding

membersoftheCommunistPartyarepositioned,includingHoxhahimself.This

circularvectorisalsovisibleinthedispersedpaperslyingonthetable.Despite

hisinclusionwithinthiscircularrepresentationHoxhaisonceagaindistinctdue

tohisattire,hisbluesuitcontrastingwiththewhitebackground.Otherfigures

whocanbeidentifiedinthepaintingareQemalStafa,theleaderoftheCom-

munistYouthOrganization,positionedveryclosetotheleader’sleft,andVasil

Shanto,aleadingfigureofthecommunistmovementinthecityofShkodr.

Intermsoftheinteractivemetafunction,thefirstmostapparentoftheseare

thegazesofthesefigures.Readersestablishaconnectionwiththeparticipantsof

themeetingviathegazeofQemalStafa,Hoxha’sclosestcompanioninthe

meeting.Whereastheviewers’gazehasbeencapturedbyHoxha’spresence,he

staresoutoftheframeofthecompositionasiflookingtowardsthefuturethathe

alonecanenvision.21Despitethesignificanceoftheeventathand,hehasalready

movedastepfurtherwithhisgaze,reachingforthefuture.Stafa’sgaze,onthe

otherhand,meetstheeyeofthereaderasifdemandingourattention.22Atsucha

criticalmomentforthecountryduringthewarandtheoccupation,theundis-

putableleaderseemstohavethepowertounitethepeople,inthisspecificcontext

therepresentativesofdivergentcommunistgroups,andtoformtheCommunist

PartyofAlbania.ThefoundingactoftheCommunistPartyisvisuallydepictedin

thegroundingpoliticalresolutionHoxhatoucheswithhishand;theothers

appeartohaveapprovedtheresolutionunanimously.Theyreiteratethesame

gesturemadebytheleader.Withtheirraisedclenchedfist,inagestureofuni-

ficationandunanimity,theysalutethenewlyestablishedCommunistParty.The

paintingispresentedwithoutdistancetothereader,yetitisthecentralper-

spectivethattrulycapturesourattention:Thepaintingisdepictedwithwhat

KressandvanLeeuwenhavecalleda‘built-in’perspective.23Themagneticeffect

ofHoxha’sstatureandgazeareyetfurthermagnifiedbytheslightlydiagonal

lineswhichconvergeatthevanishingpointofHoxha’shead.

Withregardtothecompositional meta-function,thepaintinghasbeen

21 MathewC.Bown,SocialistRealistPainting,(NewHavenandLondon:YaleUniversityPress,
1998),142–143.Referencetothefutureisakeyconceptinsocialistrealistpainting.AsBown
putsit,itisarequirementfortheartistwhoportraysthepresenttodiscernwithinitsframe
thoseelementsthatwillforeshadowthefutureCommunistparadise.

22KressandvanLeeuwen.ReadingImages,p.119.
23Ibid.,p.130.
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structuredalongthedimensionsofcentreandmargin.24Hoxhaoccupiesthe

centre,andtherestoftheparticipantsconstitutethemarginalelementssur-

roundinghim.Thesignificanceofthiscircularspatialarrangementgrowswhen

oneconsidersthefactthatthesecirclesareconcentricandgroupedaroundthe

mainprotagonist.25Hoxhathusbecomesthemostsalientpartofit,akindof

‘holy’centre.Thispatternofspatialorganizationatthesametimeenhancesthe

framingofthecompositionandalsomovesthecontentbeyonditsframein

enlargedimaginaryconcentriccircles.

Thephotographsituatedontheleft-handpageshowsatypicalandrelatively

smallhouse.Itisfollowedbyacaptioninformingreadersthatthisisthehouse

wheretheCPAwasestablished.Theabsenceofanykindofvectorindicatesa

conceptualrepresentationand,morespecifically,ananalyticalstructurethat

relatestheparticipantsorobjectstooneotherintermsofapart-wholestruc-

ture.26Thewholeorcarrieristhehouseandthepartsorattributesarethewalls,

windows,door,rooforsteps.Thelowanglefromwhichthephotographistaken

rendersthisrelativelysmallhousemoreimposingandthusemphasizesits

symbolicsignificance.27Whilethisobliqueanglefromwhichthehousehasbeen

photographedisunexpectedandmaythereforeinspiredetachmentonthepart

oftheviewers,thischoicehasadifferentfunctionwhenitcomestotheoverall

structuringofthelayoutandwillbeexplainedbelow.

Thelinesformedbythebeamsintheceilingjustabovetheparticipants’heads

andalsobythefloorboardsarealsosignificant.Theynotonlyenhancefurther

theimage’sperspectiveandadddepthtothepainting;theyequallypullthe

readers’gazetowardsadefinitepointwithinthepainting’sframe,againat

Hoxha’shead.28Byextendingbeyondtheframeofthecomposition,theselines

expandandtakeontheformofsunrays.Thissuggested‘sunlight’,notimme-

diatelystriking,canbereadasthefirstlightofdawnrisingafteralong,dark

night.Itemergesfromtheheadoftheleader,reminiscentofthehalosurrounding

thefiguresofsaints,butitalsoseemstohaveamoregeneralmeaningnot

exclusivelyrelatedtothefigureofHoxhabutdenotingthecheerfulmessageof

thearrivalofanewbrightera:thecommencingofthesunnysocialistperiodthat

wasinauguratedwiththeestablishmentoftheCommunistParty.

24Ibid.,p.194.
25JanPlamper,‘TheSpatialPoeticsofthePersonalityCult:CirclesAroundStalin’,in:Evgeny
DobrenkoandEricNaiman(ed.),TheLandscapeofStalinism:TheArtandIdeologyofSoviet
Space(SeattleandLondon:UniversityofWashingtonPress,2003),pp.28–29.

26KressandvanLeeuwen.ReadingImages,p.87.
27Ibid.,p.140.
28Theuseofpictorialdevicessuchasperspective,orthogonallinesbothinthebasementand
ceilingoftheroomthatgivethepaintingdepthandconvergeatadefinitevanishingpoint,is
reminiscentofRenaissancetechnique.Morespecifically,thepaintingofShabanHysabears
strikingsimilaritiestothefamousdaVincimural:‘TheLastSupper’.

DenisVuka

© 2017, V&R unipress GmbH, Göttingen 
ISBN Print: 9783847108115 – ISBN E-Lib: 9783737008112

64

Open-Access-Publikation im Sinne der CC-Lizenz BY 4.0

http://www.v-r.de/de


Concomitantly,these‘sunrays’,astheyexpandfromthecompositionalframe,

establishaconnectionwiththeuppersectionofthepage,possiblysuggestingan

opennessandconnectiontotheheavens.Thislatterobservationmightappear

moreplausibleinthelightoftheMessianicassociationswithHoxha.Duringthe

socialistera,hewasdepictedasthepromisedMessiahforwhomtheAlbanians

hadbeenwaitingforcenturies29andbyhisarrivalthepeopleandthecountrywill

berelievedfromthedarknessofthepast.30Thisquasi-religiousdepictionof

Hoxhaisreminiscentofareligiousiconasfoundinsocialistrealistpaintings,

oftenrichinreligioussymbolsandallegories.31Hisportrayeddeisticqualityas

thepromised‘deliverer’oftheAlbaniannationisfurtheremphasizedbythefact

thatheinteractsneitherwiththemeeting’sparticipantsnorwiththereaderofthe

textbook.Anothersignificantelementinthepaintingisthevectorbeginningin

thebottom-leftcornerandendinginthetop-rightofthecomposition.Within

thisdiagonallineweseeanoillamp,thefoundingdeclarationoftheCommunist

Party,andaboveallHoxha’shand.Thetablebearsatableclothinastrikingred:

ontheonehandthecolourredisrelatedwithsocialistideologyandrevolution,

whileontheotheritrepresentsthemaincolouroftheAlbaniannationalflag.

Lastly,thereisspacereservedforthereaders.Thepresenceoftheemptychair

representsavisualdeviceforintegratingtheviewersintothepainting.32

Thevisualresourcesdescribedabovecommunicatetothereadersthemes-

sageofthecreationofarevolutionaryandnationalleadershipderivingfromthe

people,andthedawnofthenewcommunisteraasadirectconsequence.

However,ifthismessageistobeexaminedmerelyintheframeoftheworkofart,

thenitrunstheriskoflosingitsdynamicappearanceinthemediumitself.The

layouthassomesignificantaspectstoaddinthisrespect,particularlyregarding

thestructuringofthegivenandnewelementswithinitsframe.33Thegiven

information,alreadyfamiliartothelearnersreadingthetextbook,isthepho-

tographofthehouseinwhichtheCommunistPartywasestablished,positioned

atthebottomofthepage.34Thenewaspect,whichrepresentsthecrucialpointof

themessage,isthepaintingshowingtheinteriorofthehouse.

Asidefromtheirpositioningonthepage,equallysignificantistheconnection

29EnisSulstarova,LigjerimiNacionalistneShqipri(Tirana:Afrdita,2003),p.74.
30FatosLubonja,“BetweentheGloryofaVirtualWorldandtheMiseryofaRealWorld”,in:
StephanieSchwander-SieversandBerndJ.Fischer(ed.),AlbanianIdentities.MythandHi-
story(London:Hurst&Company,2002),p.95.

31WolfgangHolz,‘AllegoryandIconographyinSocialistRealistPainting’,in:MathewC.Bown
andBrandonTaylor(ed.),ArtoftheSoviets:Painting,Sculpture,andArchitectureinaOne-
Party-State,1917–1992,(ManchesterandNewYork:ManchesterUniversityPress,1993),
pp.77–78.

32Holz,‘AllegoryandIconography’,p.77.
33KressandvanLeeuwen,ReadingImages(2006),pp.179–180.
34Ibid.,p.186.
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betweenthetwoimageswithinthelayout.Theywereprintedintheformat

describedaboveonlyfrom1978onwards.Byincludingthetwoimagesonthe

samedoublepage,thetextbookgivesthelearnersthechancetoperceivethis

historicaleventfromadualperspective:fromtheinsideoftheroomwherethe

CommunistPartywasfoundedandfromanoutsideperspectiveofthehouse

wheretheeventtookplace.Bothimagesarerelatedtoeachotherthrough

connectingdevices,soastomakethismovementfromtheinnerroomtothe

houseorvice-versaasnaturalaspossible.Theplacementofthepaintingonthe

rightpageevokesahorizontalvectorthat,whenexpandedtotheleft,reachesthe

house.Whatissignificantinthiscaseisthelevelofthishorizontalline,whichis

levelwiththatoftheentrancetothehouse.Inthismanner,readersarebrought

withintheblinkofaneyeintothebuilding.Atthesametime,thisaffectsthe

framingofthelayout,bringingthetwodistinctimagescloser.Oncereaders

‘reach’thehouse,theycaneasilyidentifytheroominwhichthemeetingtook

place:thewindowontherightonthegroundfloorwherethephotographzooms

in.

Boththeseimagesprimarilyconveyasenseofhopeintheestablishmentofthe

CommunistPartyofAlbania,thefirstrevolutionaryleadershipthatgrewfrom

theinnerforcesofAlbaniansociety,thisfactaloneprovingsignificantenoughto

markthebeginningofaneweraforthenationalcommunity.Thiseraappears

brightandbeganwiththeformationoftheParty,which,inaccordancewith

Hysa’spainting,wasfoundedthankstotheeffortsofprotagonistEnverHoxha.

IntermsofMessianicdiscourse,heis‘senttoearth’tosavehiscommunityand

representsthesupernaturalwilltotransformsociety.Thissublimeleaderplays

thecrucialroleofmediatorbetweenthesupernaturalandthepeople.Fromthis

distinctiveposition,heappearstoremainindirectcommunicationwiththe

heavensandrepresentthesymbolofnationalunityandthehopeforthefuture.

ThefutureisepitomizedinthegroundingresolutionoftheCommunistParty,

whichhetoucheswithhishand,approved,sotheimagesuggests,notonlybythe

otherfoundingmembersbutalsobya‘sublime’order.

Inviewofthisanalysis,theanglefromwhichthehousehasbeenphoto-

grapheddoesindeedseemmoreappropriate,encodingforthereaderthesense

ofdistinctivenessthatcharacterizesthisbuilding;a‘sacred’placewherethe

prophecyprovedtrue.Takentogetherwiththelowangleofthedepiction,the

houseimposesitspoweroverthereaders,whileitsobliqueanglereinforcesthe

frameofthelayout.

Thetext–theverbalnarrative–servestosupporttheeffectscreatedbythe

images.Severalcentralmotifswithinthetexthavealreadybeenprovidedvisu-

ally,forexamplethecreationofarevolutionaryleadershipthatwouldthink,

workandfightforthepeopleandthearrivalofanewera.Thetextfurther

explainsthatthisbrightfuture,describedintheformofanewlifethatbeganwith

DenisVuka

© 2017, V&R unipress GmbH, Göttingen 
ISBN Print: 9783847108115 – ISBN E-Lib: 9783737008112

66

Open-Access-Publikation im Sinne der CC-Lizenz BY 4.0

http://www.v-r.de/de


theestablishmentoftheCPA,willsurvivethesuccessfulwaragainsttheoccu-

piers.Thearmedstruggleresultsasoneofthemaintasksofthenewlyestablished

party.Thetextaddsmoreinformationconcerningwho,whenandwhathap-

penedduringthemeeting.ItgoeswithoutsayingthatHoxha’scontributionand

workinthecreationofthepartyisdescribedasindispensable.Thefounderand

mostprominentamongtheparticipants,thetextinformsus,waselectedheadof

theCentralCommitteeoftheCPA.Thetextandtheentirechapterendsonthe

followingpage,whichalsomentionstheestablishmentoftheCommunistYouth

OrganizationundertheleadershipoftheyoungcommunistQemalStafa.The

captionassignedtotheHysapainting,titled‘ThePartyWasFounded’,isin-

terestinginthatitusesthepassivevoice,allowingthespeakertoavoidnaminga

subjectandthusevading–fordramaticeffect–thequestionastobywhomthe

Partywasfounded.Thisquestion,ofcourse,isansweredatseveralinstancesand

viaseveralmeansofcommunication.

TheFormationoftheNationalLiberationArmy,1943

IftheestablishmentoftheCommunistPartyisregardedasakindof‘yearzero’in

thesocialistcalendar,thenthecreationoftheNationalLiberationArmyrepre-

sentsthesecondmajordevelopmenttowardsattainingpowerandtheliberation

ofthecountry.Inanattempttomaintaininitiativeinamilitarycapacity,the

communists,undertheguiseoftheNationalLiberationMovement,intensified

theiractivitiesduring1943.Oneoftheirlargerachievementsremainedthees-

tablishmentoftheGeneralStaffoftheNationalLiberationArmyon10July1943,

aprerequisiteforchannellingtheescalationofmilitaryaction.Thecreationofa

people’sarmy,commandedbythecommunistsasthenamesofitsleadership

show,notonlyhadorganizationalconsequences;itcreatedfirstandforemosta

poleofresistanceagainsttheinvadersledbythecommunists,fromwhichthe

nationalistresistanceforceswerelargelyexcluded.Theelectedcommander-in-

chiefofthenewlyestablishedarmywasthecommunistSpiroMoisiuandthepost

ofpoliticalcommissarwenttotheFirstSecretaryoftheCommunistParty,Enver

Hoxha.35

ThesecondnationalhistorytextbooklayoutIwishtoanalyzeinthischapteris

fromaneighth-gradetextbookissuedin1974(Figure2).Again,thisisadouble-

pagelayout;theleft-handpagecontainsexclusivelyvisualresources,whereasthe

right-handpageconsistsprimarilyofverbalcommunicationandisaccom-

paniedbytwosmallerimages.Thetitleofthechapterreferstothebeginningof

thegeneraluprising.

35Prifti,SocialistAlbania,p.15.
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Beginningwiththevisualcommunicationandtheleft-handpage,Iwillfirst

addressthepaintingpositionedatthebottom.ThisisafamouspaintingbyGuri

Madhifromtheyear1962,bearing(hereinthetextbooklayout)theunusually

longtitle:‘ThemeetingfortheestablishmentofGeneralArmyStaffwhere

ComradeEnverHoxhawaselectedpoliticalcommissar’.Giventherestrictionsof

spaceandthenumberofimagesthelayoutcontains,itwouldexceedthescopeof

thischaptertodiscussindetailtherepresentational,interactiveandcomposi-

tionalmetafunctionsofeach;rather,Iwillprovideashortdescription,ex-

plainingtheprotagonistsoractivitydepicted,aswellascrucialvisualelements

thatplayavitalroleinformulatingthecentralmessage.

Thefirsttocatchthereader’sattentioninthispaintingisthepowerfulfigureof

EnverHoxha.Heoccupiesthecentreofthevisualrepresentationandhissize

dominatestheframe.ThepaintinghasmuchincommonwiththatbyShaban

Hysaaddressedintheprevioussection.Thecompositionalstructurefollowsthe

samepatternofcentreandmargin:thecenterisoccupiedbytheleader,sur-

roundedbyotherfiguresintheformofexpandingconcentriccircles.Hoxha’s

centralpositionasprotagonistisfurtheremphasizedbytherepresentational

meta-functionofthepainting.Onceagain,thereadercannotestablishdirecteye-

contactwithHoxha,whosegazereachesbeyondtheframeofthecomposition

andcouldbeinterpretedasthevisionarylookingtothefuture;however,herea

senseofinvolvementandclosenessiscreatedthankstotheemptyspaceleft

Figure2:Source:DhimitrGrillo,NeritanCeka,HistoriaeShqiprisprKlasene8t(Tiran:
ShtpiaBotueseeLibritShkollor,1974),128–129.
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aroundthetable.Fromthepointofviewofinteractivesignificance,thelowangle

ofthedepictionemphasizesfurtherHoxha’ssymbolicpower.Thepainting

capturesEnverHoxhaatamomentwhenhisplansandtacticsfortheupcoming

militaryoperationswererevealed.Thestrategicmapsarepositionedonthetable

Hoxhatoucheswithhislefthand.Heisthusportrayedasthesupreme

commander,thusminimizingtheroleoftheactualcommander-in-chief,Spiro

Moisiu,seatedtoHoxha’sleft.

Furthervisualelementsincludethedominantredcolour,inthetableclothor

inthebackground,thedynamicrepresentationoftheeventfromtheperspective

ofthecornerofthetable,andthepresenceofthearmsandthearmedpartic-

ipants,remindingthereaderthattheeventtookplaceduringwartime.Lastly,the

absolutelymotionlessrepresentationofHoxha36iscriticalforthisnational

moment;theleaderremainscalmandconfident,ascomparedtotherestofthe

participantswhoarecapturedinastateofmovementandemotionalupheaval.

Theuppersectionofthepagefeaturesanadditionalpaintingthatforegrounds

inidealistictonesthepowerfulnexusbetweenthepeopleandthePartyduring

thewar.ThepaintingisbyS.Milori,N.JanuziandH.Bani,accordingtothe

caption,andisentitled‘AroundtheParty’.TheCommunistPartyinthiscaseis

representedthroughitsleaderEnverHoxha,positionedatthehigherpointofthe

composition.Inthisnarrativerepresentation,depictedinblackandwhite,a

distinctvectorcreatedbyHoxha’sopenarmsremainsvisible.Anotionofthe

imaginary‘embrace’theleaderimpartstohispeopleissuggestedbythecircular

vectorthatresultsfromthepositioningoftheparticipantsinthevisualcom-

position.Theysurroundtheleaderandcreatealargeclosedcircle,furtherem-

phasizedbythegazeofthepeople,directedinmostcasestowardstheleader.

WhileatthebottomofthepageHoxhaisdepictedinrealtonesasahumanbeing

inpossessionofextraordinarilycapabilities,intheimageatthetopofthepage

Hoxha’sappearanceupholdsasomewhatdeisticairwithhisplacementatthe

verytopofthecomposition,ascloseaspossibletothesky,suggestinghisrole(as

intheHysapainting)asakindof‘modernMessiah’,comedowntoearthtosave

hiscommunity.Thetitleofthepainting,‘AroundtheParty’,isinlinewiththe

visualrepresentationandbestelucidatesitscoretheme.

Thenextpagealsopresentstwoimages.Theirsmallsizeandpoorresolution,

however,minimizestheirsignificanceintheframeofthelayout.Thepainting

positionedatthebottomoftheright-handpageshowsawartimesceneinwhich

thepeopleprovidedsheltertothefightingpartisansoftheNationalLiberation

Army.ThepaintingisbyNexhmedinZajmiandfromtheyear1954.Itshowsa

sceneinwhichoneofthepartisansseemstobetellingafascinatingstoryfrom

thewartoanavidlylisteningyoungmansittingoppositehim.Justaboveweseea

36Plamper,‘TheSpatialPoeticsofthePersonalityCult’,p.30.
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photographshowingasceneofthemilitarypreparationsthatintensifiedduring

1943,andabovethis,ashortsourcediscussingtheformationsofthefirst

guerrillaunitsorbattalionsin1943.

Simplyput,thecentralmessageofthevisualnarrativereferstotheorgan-

izationalmeasurestakentowardsprovidingarmedresistancethatbroughtabout

theculminationoftheliberationstruggle.Thehighlightremainsthecreationof

theheadquartersoftheNationalLiberationArmyunderthedirectiveand

guidanceoftheleaderEnverHoxha,followedbyinformationrelatedtothe

developmentsofthewarandthecreationoffightingunitsthroughouttheAl-

banianterritory.Asecond,equallycrucial,themedepictedbytheimagesisthat

ofthestrongconnectionbetween,andusefulcontributionof,thepeopleinthe

partisanwarandthecreationoftheNLA.Suchavisualdiscoursecontinuesinthe

nextlayout,wheremoredetailsareadded.

Thedouble-pagelayoutis,likethepreviouslayoutanalyzed,structuredalong

thedimensionsofgivenandnew.Givenandalreadyfamiliartothepupilsisthe

visualnarrativepositionedontheleft-handpage,whichonitsownperforms

underatop-idealandbottom-realpolarization.37Thetopcontainstheidealistic

informationshowingperhapsthereactionofthepeopletothecalltowarbythe

CommunistParty.Thelowersectionrepresentsthedown-to-earthinformation

andreferstotherealevent,themeetingfortheestablishmentofthePeople’s

Armyon10July,1943.Theright-handpage,however,primarilystructuredalong

verballines,representsnewinformationtowhichthepupilsmustpayspecial

attention.Allinall,thevisualandtextualelementsofthedoublespreadcreatea

balancingcentreandsimultaneouslyrevealathirdstructurefollowingthepat-

ternofcentreandmargin.Inthemiddlewereadthetext,whichissurroundedby

acircleoffourimagesonbothpages.Inthisnewcoreofthelayout,thekey

messageistobefoundinthetextandreferstothe‘birth’oftheNational

LiberationArmythatsignifiedthebeginningofthegeneralarmeduprisinginthe

country.Theuseoftheword‘birth’ratherthan‘establishment’or‘formation’is

reminiscentoftheterminologyoftheromantichistoricistschoolthattendedto

attributethelawsoflivingorganismstothePeople’sArmy.38Theoutcomeofthis

supernatural‘conception’leadingtoanatural‘birth’thatbecamepossiblebe-

tweenthepeopleandthePartycouldhardlybeexpressedmoreclearly.Inthe

framingofthelayout,theimagesseemtosetthetoneinthisdoublespread.They

areconnectedinpairsthroughdiagonalvectorsandsharecertainmeanings.The

firstgroupincludesthepaintingpositionedatthetopoftheleft-handpageand

thepaintingtowardsthelower(‘real’)sectionoftheright-handpage.This

connectiondepictsthemoraladvantageenjoyedbytheCommunistPartyandits

37KressandvanLeeuwen,ReadingImages,pp.179–186.
38AnthonyD.Smith,TheEthnicOriginsofNations(Oxford:Blackwell,1987),p.191.
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strongbondwiththepopulation.TheParty,identifiedintheimageofHoxha,is

connectedtothepeople,whereasthenationalistresistancegroupsarenot,sothe

imagesappeartoimply.Thesecondvectorisagaindiagonalandunitesthe

remainingtwoimagesbyprovidinganoverviewofmilitaryactivityduringthe

year1943.Asmentionedabove,themilitarydevelopmentsarealsocoveredby

thefollowinglayout,whichispartofthesamechapter.

Thetextualnarrativeoffersdetailedinformationwithregardtotheorgan-

izationofthearmedstruggleduringthecriticalyear1943.Ateverypossible

instancethetextmentionsthedependenceofthepeopleontheCommunistParty

andviceversaasadecisivefactorforthecontinuationofthewarinthishistorical

turn.Thenationalistresistancegroupsarereferredtoinnegativetermsas

‘traitors’or‘collaborators’.Thetextwarnsthatthiswouldeventuallyleadtoa

civilconflict,whichthePartyhadinitiallysoughttoavoid.Giventhecontinuing

anti-nationalstanceoftherivalorganization,BalliKombtar,sothetextinforms

us,thePartybeganpreparationsforthefinalconfrontation.Afurthersignificant

elementinthisregardisthecaptionofGuriMadhi’spainting.Itisinlinewiththe

maintopicofthelayout,whichpresentsEnverHoxhaasarchitectandcoor-

dinatorofthenewlyestablishedarmyandthemilitaryoperations.Thisun-

usuallylongcaptionmentionstheelectionofHoxhainthepostofpolitical

commissaroftheNationalLiberationArmy,yetatthesametimesubtlyavoids

anyreferencetothenameoftheGeneralCommanderSpiroMoisiu.39This

chapterinthetextbookisentitled‘TheBeginningoftheGeneralUprising’.With

suchadynamicbeginningandtheentirepopulationonthesideoftheNational

LiberationArmy,thereaderwillbeinnodoubtastotheoutcomeofthewar;the

finaltriumphofthePeople’sArmy,whichwouldleadthecommunityintothe

‘bright’socialistfuture,canbesafelypredictedbymeansofthesetextbook

layouts.

Conclusion

Theanalysisofthetextbooklayoutspresentedhereidentifiesanover-

simplificationoftwohistoricaleventsthatdecidedthecourseofthewar.The

leadingpositionoftheCommunistPartyintheliberationstruggle,bothonthe

politicalandmilitaryfront,isarecurringtheme.Ontheonesidestandthe

communistsandthepeople,whileontheothertheinvadersandtheinternal

collaboratorsarepresentedinanegativemanner.Thisrepresentsaclearlyde-

39Thecaption,asitappearsinthelayout,isnottherealtitleofthepaintingofGuriMadhi.This
isalsothecaseforthepaintingbyNexhmedinZajmiplacedatthebottomoftheright-hand
page.
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finednarrativedepictedinblackandwhiteterms.Suchaschemawouldhave

beenconsideredconducivetothepoliticallegitimizationofthecommunistsin

theaftermathof,andthroughout,thesocialistera.Anotherimportantfindingof

theanalysisistheexaggerationoftherolethecommunistsplayedduringthewar,

specificallythatofthelegendaryleaderEnverHoxha.InthecaseofHoxhaevena

Messianicvisualdiscourseseemstohavebeenimplemented,furtherexaltinghis

contributionduringtheyearsoftheNationalResistance.

Ofequalsignificancearetheomissionsintheportrayal,presumablybecause

theywouldhaveposedseveralproblemstotheofficialinterpretation.Such

omissionsinclude,forinstance,theroleplayedbyYugoslaviaintheformationof

theCPAandtheelectionofHoxhatothepostofSecretaryGeneraloftheCPAat

themeetingheldinNovember1941.Eventheartofthewarconductedbythe

NationalLiberationArmy,primarilyaguerrillawarfareconfrontation,under-

wentachangeintextbooks.Thevisualrepresentationgivesthestrongim-

pressionthattheAlbanianarmywasperfectlyorganizedandabletodefeat

enemyforcesinadirectconfrontation.Nevertheless,mostoftheaboveinter-

pretationsremainsomewhatremotefromthefindingsofcurrenthistoricalre-

search.Thetextbooks,generallyspeaking,followasocialisthistoriography,

promotingtotheextremetheroleofthePartyanditsleader.Theframingofthe

narrativefostersacloselinkbetweenthevisualandverbalcommunication,

providingmeaningsofequalsignificancetothepupils.

Ultimately,theaccountofthenationalresistanceis,bothintheportrayalof

theestablishmentoftheCPAandthecreationoftheNationalLiberationArmy,in

factamythicalone.Thisholdstrueifmythisdefinedasacollectivenarrativethat

isnotnecessarilyguidedbyfacts,yetneverthelesswiththeaimofbeingaccepted

astruebythemembersofacertainsociety.40Whatmattersisnotthehistorical

accuracybutthecontentoftheaccountandmostlyitsacceptancebyasocialor

nationalgroup,inourcasethelearners.Whenthelatterleaveschool,theywill

havelearnedthatinoneofthebrightestandmostdifficultchaptersofnational

history,duringtheSecondWorldWar,thePartyanditsleaderEnverHoxhaled

thepeopleagainstthenation’senemiesandthedangersthelatterposedtothe

country.FollowingtherhetoricoftheAlbanianleadership,suchperilswere

neverentirelyextinguishedforthissmallsocialistcountryontheBalkanPen-

insula,especiallyduringthe1970sand1980s.Thissimplifiedmasternarrative,

whichmightwellguidestudents’behaviourinboththeirearlyandadultlives,at

thesametimeasksthelatterindirectlytoremainclosetotheParty,itbeinga

uniquepoliticalandmilitaryforceofAlbaniansocietyandthestrongestin

40GeorgeSchöpflin,‘TheNatureofMyth:SomeTheoreticalAspects’in:StephanieSchwander-
SieversandBerndJ.Fischer(eds.),AlbanianIdentities:MythandHistory(London:Hurst&
Company,2002),pp.26–32.
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decades.Thisiscertainlysupposedtofostersocialcohesionamongthepupils41

andbringstotheforethesecondandpossiblymostcrucialfeatureofmythas

definedbycurrentdebateconnectingthefunctionofmythwithitssocialand

historicalcontext.42Inotherwords,mythshouldalwaysberelatedtothecontext

inwhichitappearsand,viaanalysis,ultimatelyrevealsthefunctionofsaid

context.

Itis,therefore,nocoincidencethatthemythofthepartisanresistancegained

momentuminthishistoricalcontextofAlbania’sretreatfromtheinternational

scene.Itwasnotthe‘visualturn’,withregardtotextbookproductionandthe

vastamountofvisualmaterialrelatedtothewar,thaturgedthisdevelopment,

butrathertheneedtostresstheachievementsoftherecentpast,apoliticaland

militaryhighlightofthecommunity.Itgoeswithoutsayingthat,followingthis

argument,thepreservationofsocialistsocietyissoughtbyensuringthemon-

olithicunitybetweenthePartyandthepeople(inourcasethelearners),the

sacrificeofthelatterandtheexceptionalleadershipcapacitiesoftheformerand

aboveallitsleader,EnverHoxha.Inthesetextbooklayouts,Hoxhashines

throughaMessianicvisualdiscourseandprevailsasthe‘saviour’ofhiscom-

munity.Evenapre-ChristianmythologicalrepresentationthatalludestoMount

OlympuswiththeleaderoccupyingthethroneofZeusisperceptibleinoneofthe

imagesshowingthearmedresurgence,thusrenderingHoxhaamythicalfigure.

Wecanevenidentifyacosmicrepresentationhere:Hoxhaistheshiningsunand

thepointofreferencearoundwhichtheentireAlbanianuniverseoscillatesin

concentriccircles.Withouthim,thetextbookswouldhaveitsreadersbelieve,the

entireAlbaniancosmoswouldfallapart.

TheovanLeeuwenpointsoutthatimagesarebynaturepolysemous43and

mightbeviewed,readandinterpretedindifferentwaysbydifferentreaders.

Whilethisiscertainlytrue,thetextbooklayoutspresentedheredemonstratethat

roomforinterpretativefreedomonthepartofthereadercanbestronglyin-

fluencedbythevariousdevicesdiscussed.Thetextbooklayoutschannelpo-

tentialmeaningsintooneprincipaltopicortheme:inthiscase,thedawningof

theluminoussocialistlifeonaspecificroomofthe‘sacred’houseinwhichthe

CommunistPartywasfoundedbytheabsoluteleader,EnverHoxha.

41Ibid.,p.29.
42ChristopherG.Flood,PoliticalMyth:ATheoreticalIntroduction(LondonandNewYork:
Routledge,2002),p.164;ChiaraBottici,APhilosophyofPoliticalMyth(NewYork:Cam-
bridgeUniversityPress,2007),p.163.

43TheovanLeeuwen,‘TheSchoolbookasaMultimodalText’,InternationaleSchulbuch-
forschung,14,1(1992),35–58.
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DarkoStojanov/JovanBliznakovski

BetweenHistoryandPolitics:UnderstandingAntiquitas
MythsinMacedonianHistoryTextbooks

DoIbelieveinghosts?No,butI’mafraidofthem.

–MarieAnnedeVichy-Chamrond,MarquiseduDeffand

Preciselybyrenderingbanaltheextraordinaryandviceversa,

politicalmythmaycometooperatewithintheambitofthatwhichisoutofquestion,

becauseitiseitherapparentlyirrelevantortooimportanttobequestioned.

–ChiaraBottici

Introduction

Itcanbesomewhatdisconcertingforascholarofthehumanitiesandsocial

scienceswhoneitherbelievesnorparticipatesinpoliticalandnationalistmyth-

makingtoobservethenegativeresultsofsuchaprocess.Itmayfeelasthough

one’sownacademiceffortstobringaboutadeeperunderstandingofthecom-

plexityofhumanaffairshavebeendefeated.1Politicalmythsmostoftenappear

topossessnosolidgrounding,yettheyhaverealpotentialforseriousdestruc-

tion.Theirstudyposesquiteachallenge.Facedwiththeworkingsofpolitical/

historicalmyths,scholarshavehabituallyapproachedthemguidedbyeitherthe

‘enlightenment’or‘functionalist’principle.Agreatdealofenergyhasbeen

expendedondebatingwhetheramythshouldbedeconstructedand‘destroyed’,

orunderstoodwithinitssocialcontextandleftinpeace.AsKolstøhassuggested,

however,thesetwoapproachesarenotnecessarilymutuallyexclusive.2We

stronglysupportthispositionandshall,therefore,usethedistinctivemethod-

ologiesofbothapproachesinourefforttobothunderstandanddeconstructthe

mythsofantiquitas(themythsofancientorigin,continuity,etc.)whichare

integratedintorecenthistorytextbooksintheRepublicofMacedonia.

1PatrickJ.Geary,TheMythofNations(2002),p.7.Geary’sworkisnowoneoftheleadingtexts
ontheplaceoflateancientandearlymedievalhistoryinthenationalimaginationofmany
modernEuropeancountries.
2PalKolstø,‘AssessingtheRoleofHistoricalMythsinModernSociety’,inMythsandBoun-
dariesinSoutheasternEurope,ed.byKolstø(2005),p.31.
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SomeresearchintoethnocentricnationalistmythsinMacedonianhistor-

iographyandhistorytextbookshasbeencarriedoutinthelasttwodecades,

althoughnoneofitisparticularlyextensive.Brunnbauer,Pichler,Vouriand

Proeva,amongothers,havecontributedbyposingthequestionsundercon-

siderationhereandinstigatingadiscussion.Theseresearchershaveobserved

differenttypesofmythsandexaminedtheideologicalissuesthataregenerated

bytheiruse.Brunnbauer,forexample,hasbroughtmythsoforigin,continuity,

andvictimizationunderthebannerofa‘nationalmission’.3Others,suchas

HasimbegovićandGavrilović,emphasizethemyththatcastsMacedoniaasa

‘promisedland’.4ProevahasanalyzedtheMacedonianmythofancientoriginin

correlationwithsimilarmythsinneighbouringcountries(Greece,Albania,and

Bulgaria).5Inalargerstudyofeducation,ethnocentrism,andminoritypolicies

inMacedonia,Pichlertacklesthequestionofancientorigininhistorytext-

books.6Itisquitecommonforresearchersinthisfieldtoseparateorgroup

mythsindifferentways,leavinguswithamultitudeofclassificationstoday.

However,itisnotourgoaltoproposenewclassifications,nortoanalyzedifferent

myths.Inthischapterweshallfocusononeparticulargroupofhistorical/

politicalmyths,antiquitasmyths,followingthetypologyproposedbyKolstø.7

Thus,bylinkingtextbooksandsociety,thischapterseekstocontributeto

scholarshipinthisareabydealingwiththerelationshipbetweenpolitical/his-

3UlfBrunnbauer,‘Historiography,MythsandtheNationintheRepublicofMacedonia’,in
(Re)WritingHistory,ed.byBrunnbauer(2004),pp.165–200.
4ElmaHasimbegovićandDarkoGavrilović,‘EthnogenesisMyths’,inPoliticalMythsinthe
FormerYugoslaviaandSuccessorStates,ed.byGavrilovićandPerica(2011),p.26.Although
technicallyitencompassesalloftheformerYugoslavrepublics,theirpaperessentiallyfocuses
ontheoldtandemSerbia–Croatia.ItoffersonlyafewlinesonmythsinMacedonia.
5NadeProeva,‘Savremenimakedonskimitkaoodgovornanacionalnemitovesuseda:albanski
panilirizam,bugarskipantrakizamigrckipanhelenizam’,ZgodovinskiČasopis,64,(1–2)
(2010),176–219.Fortheinterdependenceofandmutualconditioningbetweenthemythsof
ancientorigininMacedonia,seealsoMatveyLomonosov,NationalMythsinInterdependence,
(unpublishedmaster’sthesis,CentralEuropeanUniversityinBudapest,2012)<www.etd.ceu.
hu/2012/lomonosov_matvey.pdf>(accessed29April2016).Hedefines‘nationalmythsof
antiquity’as:‘certainvisionsofthebeginningsandoftheearliestperiodofthecommunal
past,whichareputinformofnarrativesandclaimthatthenationalhistorystartedin
Antiquity,i.e.beforetheMiddleAgesorpriorto5th–6thcenturiesAD[sic]’(p.30).
6RobertPichler,‘HistoriographyandthePoliticsofEducationintheRepublicofMacedonia
(1991–2008)’,in‘Transition’andthePoliticsofHistoryEducationinSoutheastEurope,ed.by
AugustaDimou,Eckert.DieSchriftenreihe,124(Göttingen:Vandenhoeck&Ruprecht,2009),
217–49.OfparticularvaluetothecurrentdiscussionisPichler’sinclusionofinterviewswith
membersofcommissionsforhistorytextbooksandhistorians,whichoffersaninsightintothe
processofpreparingtextbooks,andtheethnicizedandmythologizedvisionsofhistorywhich
theypresent.
7Kolstøconsidersmythstobeboundary-definingmechanisms,anddividesthemintofour
principalgroups:mythsofsuigeneris,mythsofantemurale,mythsofmartirium,andmyths
ofantiquitas.See:Kolstø,MythsandBoundariesinSoutheasternEurope(2005),p.4.
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toricalmythsandhistoryeducationinthecontemporaryRepublicofMacedonia.

Moreprecisely,wewillanalyzethemythsofancientoriginandethniccontinuity

presentedtoethnicMacedonianandethnicAlbanianstudentsinprimaryand

secondaryschools.EthnicMacedoniansaretaughtabouttheirancientMace-

donianroots,whileatthesametime,andbythesametextbooks,ethnicAlba-

niansaretaughtabouttheirancientIllyrianorigin.Itisworthstressingthatsince

theOhridFrameworkAgreement,whichmarkedtheendofthe2001armed

conflict,historytextbooksinMacedoniahavebeenwrittenbyteamsofhistor-

iansandhistoryteachersfromthetwolargestethniccommunitiesinthecountry,

MacedoniansandAlbanians.8Thetextbookstheypreparearetranslatedinto

variouslanguagesandusedbyallcommunitiesinMacedonia.

IntheMyth-Maker’sWorkshop:TheEnlightenmentApproach

Botticiargues,afterWittgenstein,that‘todefinemythingeneral,andpolitical

mythinparticular,intermsofitsclaimto‘truth’meanstobringittoaterrain

thatisnotitsown’.9Asmuchasweagreewiththegeneralideaofthisstatement,

wenonethelessbelievethatanalyzinganddeconstructingthehistoricalveracity

ofamythisusefulandappropriateforsubsequenteffortstounderstanditsrole

inaparticularsocio-politicalcontext.Furthermore,westronglyagreewith

Kolstø’sviewofthefunctionofdemythologizationandenlightenment,ac-

cordingtowhich‘asocietythatisabletotreatitshomespunidentitymythswith

somedegreeofironyanddetachmentislesslikelytobemobilizedbypolitical

andethnicentrepreneursforaggressivepurposes’.10Itis,however,importantin

thisfirstpartofourendeavourtoexaminehowthemythsofantiquitasare

constructedinMacedonianhistorytextbooks.

Inthissectionweofferanoverviewofthe‘veracity’oftheantiquitasmyths

foundinthetextsweareconsidering.Wewillpresenttheresultsofacomparison

betweentheinterpretationsproposedbythesetextbooksandthecurrentes-

tablishedtheoriesandconceptsinthefieldoflateancient/earlymedievalstudies.

Foralmostadecade,Macedonianhistorytextbooksdealingwiththelateancient/

earlymedievalperiod(thatis,textbooksforthefifthgradeofprimaryschool,for

8AccordingtotheLawonTextbooksforPrimaryandSecondaryEducation(OfficialGazette
no.98from4August2008)alltextbookshavetobeapprovedbyaRecenzionaKomisija
(ReviewCommittee)consistingofatotalofthreemembers,fromwhichatleastonemustbea
memberofanon-majoritycommunityifthetextbookisintendedforstudentsfromnon-
majoritybackgrounds(Article16).
9ChiaraBottici,APhilosophyofPoliticalMyth(NewYork:CambridgeUniversityPress,2007),
p.9.

10PalKolstø,MythsandBoundariesinSoutheasternEurope(2005),pp.32–3.
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eleven-year-olds;andthefirstgradeofsecondaryschool,forfifteen-year-olds)

statethatthereisanethnicandculturalcontinuitybetweenancientandmodern

Macedonians,aswellasbetweenIllyriansandAlbanians.Theterminology,ar-

gumentsanddidacticstrategiesofthetextbookshavechangedtomeetanew

desireforautochthony.Stojanovhasarguedthatthemythofcontinuityfollows

twolines,orhastwowaysofoperating:directlyandindirectly.11Inorderto

betterunderstandthecontroversyofthequestionwewillbrieflysketchoutthis

argumentinthefollowing.

Theindirectpresentationofmythologizedhistoricalknowledgeinsome

historytextbooksreliesonthevagueconceptofthe‘fatherland’.Throughan

imprecise,ambiguous,andpotentiallymanipulativeterminology,itsuggestsa

sortofethno-politicalcontinuitywiththeancientMacedonians.12Dealingwith

thismaterialrequires,besidescommonsense,theemploymentofdiscourseand

didacticanalysis.Authors’owninterpretationsaresometimeshiddeninthe

seeminglyneutraltoneofthenarration,andarecloselyrelatedtothecurrent

politicalsituationinthecountry.Theopeningchapterofa2005historytextbook

forfifthgraders,forexample,headed‘Macedonia,ourFatherland’,statesthat

‘thenameofourfatherlandisveryold.Itismentionedforthefirsttimeinthe

seventhcenturyB.C.’,andthat‘ourfatherlandhasalongandrichhistory.In

Antiquityitwasastrongstate’.13Thesestatementsnotonlysuggestanancient

origin,butalsodescribeareversalofthecontemporarypoliticalsituation.They

havemultipleimplications.Themostimportantoneistheindirectsuggestion

thatancientMacedonia(andevenpoliticallytheKingdomofMacedon)wasoris

‘our’fatherland.Furthermore,thestudentsarereassuredthatMacedoniaisnot

somethingnew,that‘our’namebelongsto‘us’,andthat‘our’countryhasnot

alwaysbeen‘small’or‘weak’.

Asforthedirectpresentationoftheideasofancientoriginandcontinuity,the

focushereisonthelateancienthistoryoftheregion,andthegroupidentities

duringthattimeperiod.Onetextbookpublishedin2006suggestsancientorigins

andcontinuitythroughaprocessofethnicmixingbetweenancientMacedonians

andSlavsintheseventhcentury.Whileitisquitereasonabletoassumethatsome

culturalassimilationtookplacebetweenthenewcomersandthelocalpopulation

intheearlymedievalBalkans,whatisstrikinginthisparticularcaseistheclear

distancingfromthegenerallyacceptedtheoriesinthefieldoflateRomanand

11DarkoStojanov,‘InSearchofAutochthony:ACaseStudyoftheGreatMigrationPeriodin
HistoryTextbooksinMacedonia’,DerDonauraum,50(3–4)(2010):225–34.

12Ibid.,226.
13KostaAdževski,DarinkaPetreska,VioletaAčkoska,NaumDimoski,andVančoGjorgiev,
Istorijazapettooddelenie(Skopje:Tabernakul,2005),p.4:‘9]Vc_̂ Q̂QiQcQcQc[_SŶQV
]̂_TdbcQa_.@aS̀QcbVb̀_]V̂dSQS_VIISV[̀aVÛ.V.’,and‘þQiQcQcQc[_SŶQY]QU_\TQY
R_TQcQYbc_aYyQ.3_Q̂cY[QcQcQQRY\QbY\̂QUaWQSQ’.
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earlyByzantinestudies.Thisdepartureformsthebasisforanewnationalmyth.

Inordertoaccountfor‘Macedonian’continuity,thetextbookmaintainsthata

clearancientMacedonianidentitypersisteduntilthetimeoftheSlavicinvasions

andmigrationsintheBalkans,inthelatesixthandearlyseventhcenturies.14In

thisversion,itis‘ancientMacedonians’whomixedwiththeSlavs,asopposedto

themorenuancedandacademicallymoreacceptable‘localRomanizedpop-

ulation’foundininearliertextbooks.Withouttakingintoconsiderationmore

reputabletheoriesofgroupidentityinthelateempire,orthosedealingwith

groupidentitiesamongtheso-called‘barbarian’tribesintheageofmigrations,

thetextbookpresentsanimageofaMacedonianidentitythatisfrozenintime,at

leastuntilthearrivaloftheSlavs.Tosupportitsclaimthetextbookprovides

selectedquotationsfromthreeByzantinewriterswhomentiontheethnonym

‘Macedonians’:TheodoretofCyrus,theMiraclesofSaintDemetrius,andSimeon

theMetaphrast.Theyomitanexplanationoftheneoclassicisttendenciesof

numerouslateRomanandByzantinewriters.Besidestheadoptionofaclassical

styleofwritingandsomeoldtechniques,oneofthemajortraitsofthisliterary

traditionistheuseofclassicalnames(toponyms,ethnonyms,etc.)torefertothe

post-classicalperiod.15ItisgenerallyacceptedbyscholarsoftheLateRomanand

Byzantineperiodsthattheterms‘Macedonia’and‘Macedonians’hadageo-

graphicalandadministrativemeaningatthattime,butcertainlynoethnicsig-

nificance.Theauthorsrepeattheirmainargumentforthesupposedlongevityof

theancientMacedonianidentityfourtimesinthespaceofafewpagestoensure

thatitisabsorbedbystudents.ThisargumentstatesthattheRomanEmpiredid

notandcouldnotassimilatetheMacedonianpeopleduetothelatter’sstrong

collectiveconsciousnessbasedontraditionsoriginatinginthetimes of

AlexandertheGreat.16Theargumentispresentnotonlyinthecoretextualparts

oftheparticularlesson(unit),butalsoprovidesdirectiontothequestionsposed:

‘WhatwasthemutualrelationshipbetweentheSlavsandtheancientMace-

doniansandhowdidtheirsymbiosisdevelop?’17Asimilarpositionontheideaof

continuityistakenupbyothertextbooks,whereitisrepeatedasfact,butnot

14BlažeRistovski,ŠukriRahimi,SimoMladenovski,TodorChepreganov,andMitkoB.Panov,
Istorijazaprvagodinagimnaziskoobrazovanie(Skopje:Albi,2006),pp.98–103.

15RogerScott,‘TheClassicalTraditioninByzantineHistoriography’,inByzantiumandthe
ClassicalTradition,ed.byMargaretMulletandRogerScott(Birmingham:Universityof
BirminghamThirteenthSpringSymposiumofByzantineStudies1979,1981),pp.61–74.For
ararearticleonthistopicpublishedinMacedoniaseeOliverJ.Schmitt,‘“Mysians,Mace-
donians,Dardanians”:SomeRemarksonLateMedievalEthnonymsintheCentralBalkans’,
inMakedonskiotidentitetnizistorijata(Skopje:Institutzanacionalnaistorija,2010),
pp.73–8.

16Ristovskietal,Istorijazaprvagodinagimnaziskoobrazovanie(2006),pp.98–102.
17Ibid.,pp.146.
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discussedindetail.18Anumberofothertextbookswhichtouchupontheques-

tionoftherelationshipbetweentheancientMacedoniansandtheSlavscontain

statementssoconfusedthattheyrevealalacknotonlyofacademicsupport,but

alsoofabasicsenseofliteracyandhistoricalknowledge.Thisrendersthem

unsuitableforanalysis.19

Similartothepreviouscase,amythicalhistoricalnarrativeisalsopresentedto

ethnicAlbanianstudentsinMacedonia.Ina2009textbook,achapterentitled

‘Illyrian-Albaniancontinuity’proposesthatcontemporaryAlbaniansarethe

directdescendantsoftheIllyrians.Theauthorsclaimthat‘thearchaeological

investigationsinseveralAlbanianregionsconfirmtheethno-culturalcontinuity

oftheIllyrians’.AsinitsMacedoniancounterparts,thefocusofthehistorical

narrativeislateAntiquity.TheKomanicultureidentifiedbyarchaeologistsis

interpretedasanethnicIllyrian(i.e.Albanian)culture,andtheprinciplethat

archaeologicalculturedoesnotequalethnicgroup,acceptedsincethe1960s,is

ignored.AccordingtoBowden,oneoftheleadingarchaeologistsworkingon

sitesinAlbania,theKomanicultureisnotanexpressionofethnicidentitybut

ratheranindicationofmorelocalizedandfluidsocialstructures.20Heclaimsthat

theKomanipopulation‘participatedinaEuropean-widemediumoffunerary

practice,ratherthanconstructinganidentitythatconsciouslyexpressedtheir

differencefromtheirneighbors’.21Inthiscasetoo,thedidacticsectionreflects

thesameimpulseasthemaintext:‘Wasthereanethno-geneticlinkbetweenthe

IllyriansandtheArberians,andhowdidthisreflectonculture?’.22

Thesemythicalhistoricalnarrativeshavemuchincommon,butcertaindif-

ferencescanbeobserved:whiletheMacedoniannarrativeisbasedmostlyon

writtensources,itsAlbaniancounterpartisbasedonarchaeologicalsources.The

formerproposesanassimilationoftwoethnicallyandculturallydifferentpop-

ulations,whilethelatterproposesanevolutionofoneautochthonouspop-

ulation.Ontheotherhand,bothmythsofantiquitaspresentedtostudentsas

18 MilanBoškoski,NebiDerviši,SafetNedziri,DimeMadzovski,andSaškoNikolovski,Istorija
zaprvagodinagimnaziskoobrazovanie(Skopje:ProsvetnoDelo,2009),pp.164;andMilan
Boškoski,JordanIlioski,andNebiDerviši,Istorijazasestooddelenie(Skopje:Prosvetno
Delo,2010),pp.32.Thelatteralsoemphasizesthatthelocalpopulationintheregionhadan
ancientMacedonianethnicidentity,butdiffersfromtheothertextbooksbyclaimingthat
theircontemporarydescendantsaretheVlachsfromMacedonia.Thispropositionisnot
compatiblewiththeMacedoniannationalistdiscourseandisequallygroundless.

19NenadNaneskiandBeharMemeti,IstorijazaVIoddelenie(Skopje:Zvezda,2006),pp.32:
‘TheautochthonouspopulationinMacedoniaweretheancientMacedonians,calledPaio-
nians.TheyoriginatedfromtheRomancolonistsinMacedonia’.

20WilliamBowden,‘TheConstructionofIdentitiesinPost-RomanAlbania’,inTheoryand
PracticeinLateAntiqueArchaeology,ed.byLukeLavanandWilliamBowden(Leiden-
Boston:Brill,2003),p.57.

21Ibid.
22Ristovskietal,Istorijazaprvagodinagimnaziskoobrazovanie(2006),p.141.
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historical‘fact’sharetwocommonfeatures.Theyseekasolutionforthecon-

tinuityprobleminthelateancient/earlymedievalperiod,andtheybothlargely

ignorebasichistoricalandarchaeologicalconceptsandtheories.Groupidentity

intheLaterRomanEmpiremanifesteditselfforthemostpartintermsof

citizenship,religion,andfinallyregion,aswellassocialstatus,professionetc.

Contemporaryresearchintothehistoryandarchaeologyoftheregiondoesnot

speakofatransmissionofethnicidentityfromclassicaltolateancienttimes.As

Geary,whorightlyconsidersnationalistinterpretationsand(mis)useofhis-

toricalphenomenatobetheveryantithesisofhistory,states:‘Thefluxand

complexitiesofLateAntiquitybelongtoadifferentworldfromthesimplistic

visionsofideologies’.23Infact,contemporaryscholarshipchallengesandre-

examineseventhegroupidentitiesandrelatedterminologyofclassicaltimes

thatareoftentakenforgranted(Romans,Greeks,Hebrews,Gaulsandgenos,

ethnos,phylon,etc.).24Thispresentsadditionalproblemstothoseattemptingto

linktwodifferentgroupsofpeopleoveralongperiodoftime.Suchproblemsare,

however,ignoredorforgottenbythemyth-makers.

Inordertoprovidesomecontextfortheshiftofthehistoricalnarrativein

historytextbooks,weshallbrieflyturntotheaftermathofthefallofsocialism

andcommunismintheBalkans.Researchintotheplaceofancienthistoryin

Macedonianhistorytextbooksofthe1990shasyieldeddifferentresults.For

exampleVouri,whoexaminedtextbooksfromfourBalkancountries(Albania,

Macedonia,Bulgaria,andTurkey),observedthatancienthistoryhasbeenin-

cludedinfourparticularways:thematicexplorationofancienthistoryinthe

curriculum,theincorporationofancienthistorywithinthebodyofnational

history,ethnocentricnarrativeofancienthistory,andarevisionoftheMarxist

approachtotheancientpast.25Whatthesecountries’textbookshadincommon

wasthat‘theyalllayemphasisonthepassingneedtorehabilitatethe‘down-

gradedhistory’ofancientThrace,ancientMacedonia,orIllyria’.26Studyingthe

mainstreamMacedonianhistoriographyofthe1990s,Brunnbaueralsoem-

phasizestheinclusionofancientMacedoniansinthenationalnarrative.Hetoo

pointstohistorians’interpretationsoftheallegedassimilationofSlavsand

23Geary,MythofNations(2002),p.156.
24ForclassicalgroupidentityseeErichGruen,‘DidAncientIdentityDependonEthnicity?A
PreliminaryProbe’,Phoenix67(1–2)(2013),1–22.Forapost-modernistanalysisofgroups
inthecontextofmodernnationalismandidentitytheory,seeRogerBrubaker,‘Ethnicity
withoutGroups’,ArchivesEuropenesdeSociologie43,2(2002),163–89.Brubakerchallenges
thetendencytotakegroupsforgranted,i.e.the‘commonsensegroupism’.

25SofiaVouri,‘AntiquityasSourceofNationalDocumentationinBalkanHistoryTextbooks
(1991–1996)’inTheImageofthe‘Other’/NeighbourintheSchoolTextbooksoftheBalkan
Countries,ed.byXochellisandToloudi(2001),p.77.

26Ibid.,p.78.
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Macedoniansinthesixthandseventhcenturies.27Yetthissituationdiffersfrom

ourmorerecentcasestudy,becausethe‘symbiosis’theoryhadnotyetbeen

formalized,andwasnotincludedinhistorytextbooks.Ourpointcanbeillus-

tratedbyBrunnbauer’sconclusion:

Academichistoriansusuallydonotgosofarastoclaimasharedethnicidentity

betweentheancientandtheSlavMacedonians–althoughtheyrecognizeacontribution

oftheancientMacedonianstotheethnogenesisoftheMacedonianpeople–butstress

thetraditionofstatehoodthattheancientMacedonianshadestablishedintheregion

andhandeddowntotheMacedoniannation.28

ThefirstpartofthisstatementindicatesthatMacedonianhistoriansdonot

questiontheSlavicidentityofthemodernMacedonianpeople.Ancienthistoryis

partofthenationalnarrativeand,whileithasbeenclaimedthattheancient

MacedonianswerenotGreeks,thematterisnotpaidmuchattention,andthereis

noexplicitclaimtoancientoriginsofthemodernMacedonianidentity.Atthe

sametime,themythoftheAlbanians’ancientoriginwasalreadywell-estab-

lished,29butinCommunistAlbania,notinMacedonia.Ofcourse,wemust

recognizethattheseprocessesofmyth-constructiontookplaceintwodifferent

countries,atleastsomewhatindependently.Thisdoesnot,however,precludethe

possibilityoftheseprocessesinfluencingoneanother.Inanycase,ourobjective

hereisnottoestablishthechronologicalorderofmythconstruction,butrather

toexaminethechangesinthehistoricalnarrativefromthe1990stothepost-

conflictperiod.WearguethatthemythofantiquitasinMacedonia,asseenin

historytextbooks,istodaymuchmoredetailedandexplicit,andbasedon

limitedandhypotheticalhistoricalinterpretationswhichprovidednew(pseu-

do-)argumentsandconclusions.Itcanbeseenasanexampleoftheideological

useofhistory,whichK.G.Karlssonhasrelated‘toattemptstoarrangehistorical

elementsintoarelevantcontextofmeaning,mademainlybygroupsofin-

tellectualsandpoliticiansincontrolofpublicrepresentations’.30

Yetprovingthe‘incorrectness’ofthemythintextbooksseemstobenotonly

theeasiest,butalsoperhapstheleastusefulthingtodo.Weshallthereforenow

27Brunnbauer,‘Historiography,MythsandtheNationintheRepublicofMacedonia’,in
(Re)WritingHistory,ed.byBrunnbauer(2004),p.180.

28Brunnbauer,’ServingtheNation:HistoriographyintheRepublicofMacedonia(FYROM)
AfterSocialism’,Historein4(2003),p.168.

29SofiaVouri,‘AntiquityasSourceofNationalDocumentationinBalkanHistoryTextbooks
(1991–1996)’,inTheImageofthe‘Other’/NeighbourintheSchoolTextbooksoftheBalkan
Countries,ed.byXochellisandToloudi(2001),p.78,p.80.

30Klas-GöranKarlsson,‘PublicusesofhistoryincontemporaryEurope’,inContemporary
HistoryonTrial,ed.byJones,OsbergandRanderaad(2007),p.39.Seealsohisdiscussionon
‘thelongerback,themorelegitimate’ideaemployedbynationalists.
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movetothefunctionalistapproachtothemythofancientorigin,andexamine

thepreciseroleofthemythincontemporaryMacedoniansociety.

‘Significance’and‘WorkonMyth’:TheFunctionalistApproach

Inthecontemporaryliteratureonpoliticalmythstherearemanytheoriessur-

roundingwhatdefinesamyth.Despitecertaindifferences,ingeneraltheyshare

theconclusionthatpoliticalmythsmainlyservetolegitimizeagivenpolitical

orderorcommunity.Ifversen,forexample,claimsthatmodernmythsarepo-

litical,thattheirtaskistolegitimizefoundationalpoliticalacts,andthatthey

expresstrans-historicalvaluesthatprovideorientationtoagivencommunity.31

Hesuggestsregardingamythicalnarrativeasaparticulardiscoursewhose

purposeistojustifyorderandauthorityinacommunity.32ForBosković,Gav-

rilovićandPerica,politicalmythsareingeneralconnectedtothestate;they

classifythemasmythsofthepolis,foundingmythsofthestate,andmythsofthe

nation.33

AmuchmorecommonviewthanthosementionedaboveisofferedbyBottici,

inastudyseekingtoprovidethefirstrefinedtheoreticalframeworkfortheuseof

politicalmyth,andwhichcentresontheuniversalneedforsignificance.She

definesthepoliticalmythasfollows:

[T]heworkonacommonnarrativebywhichthemembersofasocialgroup(orsociety)

makesignificanceoftheirpoliticalexperiencesanddeeds.Thus,whatmakesapolitical

mythoutofasimplenarrativeisnotitscontentorclaimtotruth,butfirst,thefactthat

thisnarrativecoagulatesandproducessignificance,second,thatitissharedbyagroup,

andthird,thatitcancometoaddressthespecificallypoliticalconditionsinwhichthe

groupoperates.34

AttheheartofhertheoryisthenotionofsignificanceorBedeutsamkeit,a

conceptthatsheborrowsfromtheGermanphilosopherHansBlumenberg.35Itis

arguedthatpeopleneedsignificance,lesttheybecomeindifferenttotheworldin

whichtheylive.36Thesecondbasicconceptofherphilosophy,alsostemming

31JanIfversen,‘MythintheWritingofEuropeanHistory’,inNationalizingthePast,ed.by
BergerandLorenz(2010),p.454.

32Ibid.,p.454.
33AleksandarBosković,DarkoGavrilovićandVjekoslavPerica,‘Myths,PoliticalMythologies
andNationalism’,inPoliticalMythsintheFormerYugoslaviaandSuccessorStates,ed.by
GavrilovićandPerica(2011),pp.13–14.

34Bottici,PhilosophyofPoliticalMyth(2007),p.14.
35ForsignificanceandtheworkonmythseeHansBlumenberg,ArbeitamMythos(Frankfurt
amMain:SuhrkampVerlag,1979),especiallychapterthreeentitled‘Bedeutsamkeit’.Foran
EnglishtranslationseeHansBlumenberg,WorkonMyth(Cambridge:MITPress,1985).

36Bottici,PhilosophyofPoliticalMyth(2007),p.131.
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fromBlumenberg,isthatofthe‘workonmyth’.Thisisthemainfocusofthe

inter-relationalapproachtomyth,wherebyamythisnotonlyastory,ora

narrative.Botticiarguesthatamythisnot‘aproductthatisgivenonceandfor

all,butisinsteadaprocessofthecontinualreworkingofabasicnarrativecoreor

mythologem’.37

Animportantaspectofthepoliticalmythisitsuseinthepoliticsofidentity,

especiallyinanethno-nationalcontext.Theplaceofthemythinthatprocessis

notfixed,butratherdynamic.AsBotticiargues,politicalmyths‘canbeseenas

boththesymptomofanalreadyexistingidentity,butalsoasameansforcreating

anidentityyettocome’.38Kolstø’stheoryofthemythasanethnicboundary

equallystressesthelinkbetweenhistoricalnarrativesandtraditionsasthele-

gitimizationandcelebrationofidentity.Specifictomythsofthisnatureisthe

tendencytomovetoaction.Politicalmythsrepresentadeterminationtoacton

thepartofthosewhogeneratethem,andassuchtheyhavethepotentialtoincite

peopletoaction,particularlyincasesinwhichtheirgroupidentityislargely

basedonsuchamyth.39

Apoliticalmythcansimultaneouslyexhibitacognitive,apractical,andan

aestheticdimensionwithoutcleardistinctions;thesearethedimensionsiden-

tifiedbyBottici,whodrawsonpreviousideasfromFlood,SorelandTudor.40The

cognitivedimensionreferstotheroleofthemythinprovidingfundamental

cognitiveschematawhichmapthesocialworldbyreducingitscomplexitytothe

relativesimplicityofthemythicalnarrativeplot.Thepracticaldimensionre-

flectstheneedofsocialagentstorepresenttheirplannedactivityintheformofa

narrativethatwillensuretheirsuccess.Theaestheticdimensionmeanwhile

speakstothemyth’smanifestationindramaticorevenpoeticformsofnarration.

Finally,itisworthstressingthattheconceptofpoliticalmythisnotlimited

exclusivelytothosenarrativeswithpoliticalcontent.Themythcantransmita

non-politicalmessage,butwhenitisinsertedintoapoliticalcontext,orem-

ployedtofulfilapoliticalfunction,itbecomesapoliticalmyth.Itisthelatter

conditionwhichrendersthemythofantiquitasinMacedoniaapoliticalmyth.

ThestoryofancientMacedoniaandthelongevityofitsethnos,aswellasits

subsequentmixwithSlavictribes,isnotnecessarilyapoliticalstorybutprob-

ablymoreofsocioculturalinterest.Yetinthecurrentpoliticalcontext(especially

inrelationtothenamedisputewithGreece),thisnarrativedoestakeona

politicalfunction:thatis,tomobilizepublicemotion,opinion,andaction.Our

theoreticalconsiderationsaboverenderthepurposeandoperationoftheethno-

37Ibid.,p.7.
38Ibid.,p.230–1.
39Ibid.,p.243.
40Ibid.,p.179–80.
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centricmythsofancientoriginandcontinuityinMacedoniaagreatdealmore

understandable.Asweshallsee,itisinthecontextofthecurrentpolitical

situationthatthenarrativeoftheancientpastbecomes‘relevant’.

Inthefollowingsectionweexaminethesupposedfunctionoftheantiquitas

mythinthecontemporaryRepublicofMacedonia.Weconnectsociopolitical

developmentswiththe‘turn’towardsantiquityinprimaryandsecondaryschool

historytextbooks.Weshowthedoublesignificanceofthefunctionofthean-

tiquitasmyth:firstly,itsimportanceinrelationtotheself-perceivedpositionof

theMacedoniannation(understoodinpurelyethnicterms)intheoverall‘order

ofnations’,andespeciallyinitsrelationswithneighbouringcountries,andthe

namedisputewithGreece;andsecondly,itsuseintheinter-ethnicdispute

betweenethnicMacedoniansandethnicAlbaniansoverthecharacterofthestate

andthepoliticalnation.Thisdisputehasmarkedthecontemporaryhistoryof

Macedoniafromtheindependenceofthestatetothepresentday.Itisimportant

toemphasizethecomplexinterrelationoftheoreticallydistinguishableaspects

ofthemyth’sfunction.Suchinterplayprovidesunderstandingsofrealityvalid

foraparticularpointintime,andaspecificsociopoliticalcontext.

TheJustificationFunction:MakingUseofthe‘AncientOrigin’ofthe
NationintheGreat‘OrderofNations’

Previouslypresentedcitationsfromthehistorytextbooksthatpointtoanan-

cientoriginofthenationservetoshowthegreatervalueofthenationinthe

‘orderofnations’.ItmustbemadeclearthatintheMacedoniancasethenationis

understoodinethnicterms,asfirstandforemostanationofexclusivelyethnic

Macedonians.Theideaofa‘glorious’antiqueoriginofthenationfunctionsasa

bufferagainstallegationsofnon-autochthonyinaparticularsocio-political

context(post-1991),inwhichthemarkersofMacedonianidentityhavebeen

contestedbypoliticiansandintellectualsintheneighbouringcountries;these

includethenameofthestateinthecontextofrelationswithGreece,thedis-

tinctivenessoftheMacedonianlanguageandethnicityinthecontextofrelations

withBulgaria,andtheindependenceoftheMacedonianOrthodoxChurchinthe

contextofrelationswithSerbia.InthisnarrativetheMacedoniannationisseen

asmorallysuperiortoitsneighbours,who‘falsely’attackthemarkersofMac-

edonianidentity.TheMacedoniannationisportrayedasolder,moreglorious,

andthuswithanabsoluterighttoitspresentterritory.Thecontemporaryex-

perienceofa‘small’and‘weak’stateisseenasadirectconsequenceofthe

attemptofneighbouringstatesto‘hijack’thegloriousantiquehistoricalheritage

ofMacedonians.
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Thisinterpretationofthemythislentweightbythecontemporarystateof

relationsbetweenMacedoniaandGreece.Since1991,thegovernmentsofGreece

andMacedoniahavebeeninvolvedinapoliticalanddiplomaticconflictcentred

aroundtherighttotheuseofthename’Macedonia’,althoughtheconflicthas

muchwiderimplications.Bothsidesventurebackintoancienttimes,totheage

ofAlexandertheGreat,inordertodemonstratetheirlegitimateand‘rightful’

ownershipofthename.Or,moreaccuratelystatedintermsofelectionsandthe

legitimacyofpoliticalpower,politicalpartiesattempttoobtainvotesbypre-

sentingthemselvesasprotectorsoftheGreekorMacedoniannationrespectively.

Inthiscontext,followingBottici,themythofancientoriginprovidesethnic

Macedonianswithameaningfortheconflict,asignificancefortheirsituation

andvalues,andacalltoactionforthedefenceofanidentity.Kolstøarguesthat:

Nomagician’strickcanturntheSouthSlavintotheautochthonouspopulationofthe

areatheynowlivein,unlesstheyacceptthattheyfusedwiththeoldergroups.Byseeing

theirnationsasamixtureofoldandnewpopulationsegmentstheycanextendtheir

localrootsbymanycenturies,ifnotmillennia.41

Thus,throughthemythofantiquitas,whichprojectsmodernMacedoniansinto

classicaltimesthroughthefusionofancientMacedoniansandSlavs,ethnic

Macedoniansfeelmoreconfidentandmorallysecureintheircurrentstrugglefor

identity.Themajoreconomicanddiplomaticblockades42throughwhichthey

havelivedsincetheindependenceofthecountrythusmakebettersensetothem.

Themythofthe‘obvious’linearhistoricalcontinuitybetweenancientand

contemporaryMacedonians,coupledwiththemythofhistoricalrightoverthe

territory,representtwoprimeargumentsintheongoingnamedisputewith

Greece.43Inthisnarrative,Macedonianshaveanabsoluterighttousethename

‘Macedonia’,firstlybecausetheyaredescendantsofancientMacedonians,and

secondlybecausetheyresidedinthegiventerritoryformanycenturies.Even

thoughneitherofthetwoargumentsisvalidinthecontextofinternational

relations,theyprovideasatisfactoryexplanationtoMacedoniansofwhatexactly

iswrongwithGreece’sposition.

AnimportantpartoftheInterimAccordsignedbyMacedoniaandGreecein

1995isMacedonia’sobligationnottousesymbolsassociatedwiththeregimes

41Kolstø,‘AssessingtheRoleofHistoricalMythsinModernSociety’,inMythsandBoundariesin
SoutheasternEurope,ed.byPalKolstø(2005),p.26.Herightlypointsoutthatthissolution
contradictswiththenationalistbeliefthatnationalgroupsareeternalandunchanging,i.e.the
samebeliefwhichrenderedautochthonydependentuponethnicmixtureinthefirstplace.

42Theeconomicblockadein1994andtheblockadetoNATOmembershipin2008beingthe
mostseriousexamples.

43InaTVdebateinJune2009oneofthemainsupportersandmyth-makers,PaskoKuzman,
thenadirectoroftheInstitutefortheProtectionofCulturalHeritage,arguedthat‘we’must
proveanancientoriginif‘we’don’twanttoloseourname.
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knownasancientMacedonia(primarilythekingdomofFillipIIandAlexander

IIItheGreat).44From2006theMacedoniangovernmentbegantochangeits

positiononthisissueandmovedtowardsapolicyofusingancientMacedonian

symbolseitheropenlyorin‘disguised’form.Thegovernmentre-namedoneof

thecountry’shighwaysandtheairportinSkopjewiththename‘Alexanderthe

Great’.Thismetwithinstantobjectionsandaccusationsofnon-compliancewith

theInterimAccordinGreece.From2010thegovernmentinitiatedalarge-scale

projecttore-buildSkopje,thecapitalofthecountry,inwhichantiquesymbols

andreferenceswereusedevenmoreopenly.Themainfeatureoftheprojectisa

14.5meterstatueofAlexandertheGreatinthemainsquareinSkopjewiththe

cautioustitle‘TheWarriorontheHorse’.StatuesofPhilipIIandAlexander’s

motherOlympiaalsofeatureinthecitycentre,whilenewbuildingsusedas

administrativefacilitiesandmuseumsarebuiltinneo-classicalandbaroque

styles.StatuesofotherMacedoniannationalfiguresfromAntiquitytocon-

temporarytimesarealsopresentasapartoftheproject,entitled‘Skopje2014’.

TheprojecthasbeenhighlycontroversialinMacedonia’spublicspheresince

itsunveilingtothepublic.However,itcanbearguedthatsuchanopenuseof

ancientsymbolsandreferenceshasfueledthenationalprideofethnicMace-

donians,sinceitiswidelyperceivedthatthiswasnotallowedpreviouslydueto

Greekobjections.Themythoftheancientoriginofthenationisparticularly

importantinthisregard,providingasitdoesa‘rationale’fortheuseofthese

symbols.ItexplainsthattheuseofsuchsymbolsistherightofethnicMace-

donians,towhichnoonemayobject.

CompetitionoverHistoricalPrecedence:ContemporaryyetAncient
MacedoniansversusContemporaryyetAncientIllyrians

The‘Skopje2014’projecttouchedonanothersensitiveissueintheMacedonian

publicsphere,importantfromtheveryfirstdaysoftheindependenceofthe

state.Thetwolargestethnicgroupshavelongdisputedtheprinciplesonwhich

thestateandnationarebuilt.Thiswasbestexemplifiedinthedemandsofethnic

Albanianpoliticiansandintellectualsinthe1990sforarevisionofthePreamble

oftheMacedonianConstitutiontoincludeethnicAlbaniansasa‘constitutive

44Article7,paragraph3oftheInterimAccordstatesthat‘IfeitherPartybelievesoneormore
symbolsconstitutingpartofitshistoricorculturalpatrimonyisbeingusedbytheother
Party,itshallbringsuchallegedusetotheattentionoftheotherParty,andtheotherParty
shalltakeappropriatecorrectiveactionorindicatewhyitdoesnotconsideritnecessarytodo
so’.<http://peacemaker.un.org/sites/peacemaker.un.org/files/MK_950913_Interim%20Ac
cord%20between%20the%20Hellenic%20Republic%20and%20the%20FYROM.pdf>[ac-
cessed29August2014].
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element’ofthestate.Thisissuewasseeminglyresolvedaftertheconflictof2001

whenthePreamblewasalteredtoincludethe‘sharedconstituency’ofallcom-

munitiesresidingintheRepublicof Macedonia(Macedonians,Albanians,

Turks,Romas,Serbs,Bosniaks,andVlachs).Previously,theConstitutionhad

identifiedtheMacedonianethnicgroupasa‘constitutiveelement’,while‘full

equalityandco-existence’wasguaranteedforthemembersofminoritygroups.45

‘Skopje2014’,firstandforemostaprojectaimedatthepromotionoftheideas

ofancientoriginandcontinuityofethnicMacedonians,fueledethnicAlbanian

resentmentsforatleasttworeasons.Firstly,theprojectobviouslylackedrep-

resentationofAlbaniannationalfigures.Thisyetagainintroducedthequestion

oftheplaceofethnicAlbaniansinthepoliticalMacedoniannation.Secondly

(andmoreimportantlyforourdiscussionhere),theissueofthehistoricalclaim

tothecitywasalsore-examined.Irritatedbytheethnicmarkingofashared

territory,someethnicAlbaniangroupsandorganizationsfromSkopjehave

challengedthisactivitybyinvokingtheirownbeliefintheirancientIllyrian

origin,andthehistoricalrighttothecitythatthismightaffordthem.This

phenomenonwasmostclearlyobservedduringandafterthearchaeological

excavationsatthemedievalandOttomanfortress(‘Kale’)inthecitycentre.Many

localAlbanianssuspectedthatthearchaeologists,i.e.thestate,werehidingor

destroyinganyevidenceoftheIllyrian/Albaniancharacterofthesite,andthus

theirautochthonyintheSkopjearea.Someaspectsoftheactivitiesofbothsides

seemabsurd:thegovernment’seffortstointerpretnewartifactsasMacedonian

orasasignofcontinuityatanycost(inthecontextofthe‘namedispute’),aswell

astheAlbanianparanoiathattheir‘historicalprecedence’inSkopjemightbe

denied,forexample.However,thissituationservestodisplaytheinter-

dependenceofandinterrelationbetweenhistoricalmythsintheregion.

Moreimportantlyandtroublingly,theseeventshaveledtointer-ethnicvio-

lence.Inkeepingwithwiththeprogramfornational‘renaissance’,thegovern-

mentdecidedtobuildachurchatthearchaeologicalsitementionedabove,

locatedinazoneconsideredtheirownbybothMacedoniansandAlbanians.The

result,inFebruary2011,wasaclashatthiscontestedlocationbetweengroupsof

youngmenwhoapparentlyfeltthat‘historicaltruths’couldbesettledthrough

physicalviolence.46Twomythsofantiquitashadbeenconfronted.Theaftermath

oftheeventsawmanyminorethnicallymotivatedactsofviolencethroughout

thecity,whichwasbutasnapshotofthewiderethnicurbanviolencethereover

45ForabroaderdiscussiononthisissueseeJovanBliznakovski,‘SymbolicAspectsofNation-
Building:TheStoryofThreeVersionsofthePreambleoftheMacedonianConstitution’,
PoliticalThought44(2013),EthnicConflict.NewPerspectivesoftheOldReality,115–22.

46FilipStojanovski,‘Macedonia:ViolentInter-EthnicIncidentonSkopjeFortress’,Global
Voices(2011)<http://globalvoicesonline.org/2011/02/15/macedonia-violent-inter-ethnic-
incident-on-skopje-fortress/>(accessed29August2014).
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thelastseveralyears.Youngergenerationslivethemythsfabricatedbytheir

parents’generation.Throughnationalistandpseudo-historicalideas,aspace

canbecreatedforpolitics,publicdiscourse,andeducationtoleadtoviolence.

Inthisway,itcanbearguedthatsomerecentmanifestationsofthemythofthe

IllyrianoriginofethnicAlbaniansinMacedoniahasbeenprovokedbythe

resurgenceofthemythoftheancientMacedonianoriginofethnicMacedonians.

Perhapsitismoreaccuratetosaythateachmythfeedsoffitscounterpart,and

therebygainsmoreground.Attheheartofthisprocessstandsaquitecommon

featureofnationalism:thedisputeoverwhichgrouphashistoricalprecedence

overagiventerritory.

RecentEuropeanAnalogies

ThemythsofantiquitasseeninMacedonianhistorytextbookshaveseveral

analogiesincontemporaryEurope.InRomania,untilrecently,historytextbooks

emphasizedtheancientoriginofthecontemporaryRomaniansbylinkingthem

withtheRomansandtheDacians.47One1998textbookteachesthat‘theRo-

manianpeopleformedviathelivingtogetheroftheDacianswiththeRoman

colonistsandtheassimilationoftheLatinlanguagebytheDacians’,whileothers

from1999and2003eventriedtoestablishsimilaritiesbetweenthenational

costumesoftheDaciansandRomanians.Thissituationchangedintheyears

priortothecountry’sEUentryin2007,althoughsimilarideasweresuggested

moresubtlyasrecentlyasin2006.48IntheregionofGalicia,innorth-western

Spain,a‘Galiciannation’waslegitimizedbymeansofatheoryofCelticroots,as

opposedtoSpanishIberism,orofGermanicSuebianrootsasopposedtothe

mythofVisigothreign.Thesenarrativeswerechallengedanddeconstructedbya

newgenerationoflocalGalicianhistorians,influencedmainlybythe‘Annales

school’,attheveryendofFranco’sdictatorship.49Apeculiarcaseinthiscontext

isGreeceandtheideaofdirectdescentfromtheancientGreekcity-states.Itis

probablytheonlymythofantiquitasintheEUleftunchallenged,perhapsinpart

becauseWesternEuropeancivilizationitselftracesitsoriginsbacktotheriseof

cultureandphilosophyinancientGreece.

47AnamariaDutceacSegestan,Myth,IdentityandConflict:AComparativeAnalysisofRo-
manianandSerbianTextbooks(unpublisheddoctoralthesis,UniversityofMaryland,College
Park,2009),consultedatthelibraryoftheGeorgEckertInstituteinBrunswick,Germany,
pp.252–5.

48Ibid.,p.257.
49RamonLopezFacal,‘TeachinghistoryinGalicia’,inSchoolandNation:IdentityPoliticsand
EducationalMediainanAgeofDiversity,ed.byPeterCarrier(Frankfurt:PeterLang,2013),
pp.74–5.

UnderstandingAntiquitasMythsinMacedonianHistoryTextbooks

© 2017, V&R unipress GmbH, Göttingen 
ISBN Print: 9783847108115 – ISBN E-Lib: 9783737008112

91

Open-Access-Publikation im Sinne der CC-Lizenz BY 4.0

http://www.v-r.de/de


Whateverthedifferencesandsimilaritiesbetweenthesemyths,researchers

haverepeatedlyhighlightedtheirpotentiallydangerousroleinanysociety.Ina

briefdiscussionofmythsinKosovo,GearyemphasizestheSerbianmythofthe

BattleforKosovo(1389)andtheAlbanianmythofIllyriandescent.Inboth

mythsherecognizestheworkingsofa‘deadlylogic’ofthe‘historicalright’toa

territory.50ThesamepointismadebyKolstøinhisreflectiononantiquitas

mythsingeneral;hewarnsthattheycanbe‘perniciousandpoliticallydesta-

bilizing’.51

Inthiscontext,themixedteamsofethnicMacedoniansandethnicAlbanians

responsibleforwritingtextbooksproposetotheirstudentsmythsofantiquitas,

introducingthemtoa‘wewereherefirst’mentalitythatinsiststhatthisplaceis

‘ours’,andthattheOtherisanunwantedvisitor.Historicalfactsmaybeforgotten

laterinlife,butthevaluestransmittedthroughhistoryeducationremain.

Conclusion

Themythofantiquitashasbeenexplicitlypresentin Macedonianhistory

textbooksforoveradecade.Thenarrativeisconstructedwiththeuseofhy-

pothesesandpresumptionsthatareunsupportedbyscholarshipinlateancient

andearlymedievalhistoryandarchaeology,aswellasidentitytheory.Whileit

hashithertoreceivedrelativelylittleattentionintextbooks(asingleunit),its

messageisquiteclear.Thenarrativestyleandthedidacticsectionplayanim-

portantpartinthepresentationofthenarrative.Howsuchportrayalsfirsten-

teredtextbooksisanotherlineofinquiry,renderedcomplexbecausetextbook

writingintheregionwasandisconditionednotonlybypoliticalcontext,butalso

bypersonalinterestsandconnectionsaswellasbydifferentpersonalinter-

pretationsofhistory.Whichofthesefactors,ifany,playedapartinthein-

troductionoftheantiquitasmythintoMacedonianhistorytextbookssometen

yearsagoisaquestionyettobeanswered.

Theparticularforminwhichthemythofantiquitashasbeenpresentedinthe

lastdecadeisconsiderablymoreexplicitthanthetreatmentofancienthistoryin

textbooksfromthe1990s.Weconsideritanewstageinitsfunctioning,andan

illustrationof‘workonmyth’,renderingitworthyofincreasedacademicat-

tention.

Currenttheoriesofthefunctioningofpolitical/historicalmythsprovidea

relevantframeworkforageneralunderstandingofthemythsofantiquitas

50Geary,MythofNations(2002),p.7.
51Kolstø,‘AssesssingtheRoleofHistoricalMythsinModernSociety’,inMythsandBoundaries
inSoutheasternEurope,ed.byKolstø(2005),p.10.
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amongethnicMacedoniansandethnicAlbaniansintheRepublicofMacedonia;

wefollowforthemostpartBotticiandKolstø.

Themythpresentedinthetextbooksisinkeepingwithasetofethnocentric

policiesfocusedonantiquity,identityand‘historicalrights’,exemplifiedinthe

‘Skopje2014’project,thelarge-scalearchaeologicalexcavationssubjecttopo-

litical(mis)interpretationandthecampaignofrenamingplaces,streetsand

objectsinan‘ancient’style.Theseendeavoursarepartofapolicytore-brandthe

nationand(re-)inventtradition.

ThemainpurposeoftheantiquitasmythinMacedonia,webelieve,istwofold:

toprovidesignificanceandtomobilizeforaction.Inthecontextoftheongoing

namedisputewithneighbouringGreece,themythrendersthecomplexproblem

ofhavingtodefendone’sownidentityinthedemocraticEuropeofthetwenty-

firstcenturyunderstandableandbearable.Itprovidessignificanceandevena

feelingofmoralsuperioritytothoseethnicMacedonianswhofeelthattheir

identityisendangered.Atthesametime,forbothethnicMacedoniansand

ethnicAlbaniansinMacedonia,itrendersjustifiabletheirdesiretoseparate

themselvesfromtheirrespectiveOther,andtomark(eventhroughaggression)

asanexclusivehistoricalterritorysomethingwhichisinrealityasharedspace.

Throughtheideaofthe‘historicalright’toaterritorythattheypromote,anti-

quitasmythshaveplayedaroleinanumberofviolenteventsinSkopje.Thisof

coursedoesnotmeanthatoneortwoschoollessonsonancientoriginand

continuityhaveleddirectlyorindirectlytoanyparticularviolenteventinthelast

fewyears.Howeversuchlessonsdocontributetothesamesymbolic‘mythol-

ogized’discourseandmindsetmanifestedinethnocentric‘anticomania’andthe

strugglefor‘historicalterritories’.
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Adževski,K.,D.Petreska,V.Ačkoska,N.Dimoski,andV.Gjorgiev,Istorijazapetto

oddelenie(Skopje:Tabernakul,2005).
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FabioBego

TheVloraConflictfromaTrans-AdriaticPerspective:
History,MythandIdeology

Introduction

ThischapteraimstoexplainwhytheVloraconflictof1920,betweenItaliansand

Albanians,issubjecttodifferentinterpretationsandrepresentationsinItalian

andAlbaniantextbooks.Myanswerformsananalysisofmythologiesthathave

conditionedthedevelopmentofhistoriographiesonbothsidesoftheAdriatic

Sea.Mythsgeneratecollectiveidentity,determinetheestablishmentofthein-

stitutionalorders,andlegitimizethepoliticalsystemthatgovernsthem.By

observingtherepresentationofeventsindifferentsourcessuchasmonographs,

encyclopedias,andnewspapers,itispossibletopinpointtherelationbetweenthe

representationoftheconflictandincipientideologicalmythsthatdefinethe

contextsinwhichhistoriographiesaredeveloped.Historytextbooksaremere

productsofacertainhistoriography,butseemevenmoresensitivetoideological

constraintssincetheyaimtoprovidefuturecitizenswithanarrowconceptof

collectiveidentity.Tounderstandhowtextbookstransposemythicizednarra-

tives,wemustexaminehowhistoryandmythmergetogetherinourmodern

historiographies.ThetheoreticalperspectivesthatIemployinthisanalysisare

borrowedfromanthropologists,historians,andphilosophers;howeverIwillnot

provideafullchronologicalaccountofthedevelopmentofthisdebate.InsteadI

willbrieflydiscusscurrentcritiquesconcerningthefunctionofmythinnation

states.
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TheMythicalImperative:HowHistorybecomesMythandhow
MythbecomesReality

RolandBarthesobservesthat‘thereareformallimitstomyths,thereareno

substantialones’1.Iagree,butinordertoanswerthequestionsraisedsofarI

mustbeginwithaworkingformaldefinitionofmyth.Onepossibilityisthe

etymologicalsenseoftheword:‘story’or‘legend’.HoweverMirceaEliadedis-

tinguishesmythsfromordinaryfictionastheycontainasacredhistoryof‘the

imaginarytimeoftheorigins’.2Manyhistoriansimplicitlyacceptthisdefinition,

anduse‘myth’torefertoafantasticstorythatreligiousorpoliticalpropaganda

presentsasanundisputabletruth.Mostmodernistcritiquesofthenationstate

andethnicidentityinvolvedemystifyingthemythicalconceptionsofthepast

thataffectallnationalhistoriographies.3AntonyD.Smith,however,statesthat

themythicalrootsofnationalismareolderthanmodernistswouldclaim.He

believesthatidentityistransmittedovergenerationsthroughelementsofmyth,

memory,symbol,andtradition.4

Theconceptofsocialorderinbothsocalledpre-modernsocietiesand

modernnationstatesisfoundedonmyth.InhisstudiesofMelanesianculture,

BroinslawMalinowskicomestoaffirmthatmythisnot‘merelyastorytoldbuta

realitylived’:

[…]alivingrealitybelievedtohaveoncehappenedinprimevaltimes,andcontinuing

eversincetoinfluencetheworldandhumandestinies.Themythistothesavagewhat,

toafullybelievingChristian,istheBiblicalstoryofCreation,oftheFall,oftheRe-

demptionbyChrist’sSacrificeontheCross.Asoursacredstorylivesinourritual,inour

morality,asitgovernsourfaithandcontrolsourconducts,evensodoeshismythforthe

savage5.

Smithand Malinowskisuggestthatmythshaveastrongandlong-lasting

pedagogicalfunctionforthewholeofsociety.Theyforgecollectiveidentityby

offeringinsightintomattersthatmightotherwiseremainmysterious,suchasthe

ancientoriginsofhumanity,themeaningorpurposeoflife,ethics,thenatureof

1RolandBarthes,Mythologies(Noonday,NewYork,1991),p.107.
2SeeMirceaEliade,MitoeRealt(Borla,Roma,1985)p.28.
3IreferespeciallytotheworksofBenedictAnderson,ImaginedCommunities,rev.ed.(London:
Verso,1991);EricHobsbawm,NationsandNationalismsince1780:Program,Myth,Reality
(Cambridge:CambridgeUniversityPress,1990);ErnestGellner,NationandNationalism
(Oxford:Blackwell,1983);MiroslavHroch,SocialPreconditionsofNationalRevivalinEurope
(Cambridge:CambridgeUniversityPress,1985).
4AnthonyD.Smith,MythsandMemoiresoftheNation(Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress,1999),
p.9.
5BroinslavMalinowski,Magic,ScienceandReligionandOtherEssays(Boston:BeaconPress,
1948),p.78.

FabioBego

© 2017, V&R unipress GmbH, Göttingen 
ISBN Print: 9783847108115 – ISBN E-Lib: 9783737008112

98

Open-Access-Publikation im Sinne der CC-Lizenz BY 4.0

http://www.v-r.de/de


thedivine,andsoon.Myths,byassuminganarrativeform,perpetuatethe

memoryofthemomentwhenacosmologicalorderwasfounded.Nonetheless,a

mythalsoestablishesanidealpatternofbehaviorthatmembersofasociety

shouldfollowinanypracticalsituation.Itdoesnotsimplydefinetheconception

ofthepast,butdictatesbehaviouralnormsforeverydaylife.Thisconditioning

powerthatmythexertsovertheconceptionofthepast,anditsnormativeforcein

everydaylifeIcallthemythicalimperative.

Inordertounderstandhowthemythicalimperativestructuresperceptions

andinterpretationsoftheVloraConflictthenotionof‘sacredhistory’needstobe

questioned.MalinowskicomparesbiblicalstorieswithMelanesianmyths,af-

firmingthatbothaffectpresent-dayattitudesandpractice.Istherehoweverany

historythatdoesnothavethis‘sacred’quality?Letusleaveasideforthemoment

conventionalsacredhistoriesthatbelongspecificallytoreligions,andlookto

sacredhistoriesinmodernphilosophy.TheIdeaofhistoryasacoherentand

naturalprocess,subjecttosomedivinedesignthatliesbeyondtherealmof

humancomprehension,canbetracedintheworkofjuristandphilosopher

GianbattistaVico.6Atthecloseoftheeighteenthcenturysimilarassumptionsare

foundinHerder,whosawa‘Godinhistory’justastherewasonetobefoundin

naturalphenomena,sincemantoowaspartofcreationandthussubjecttothe

samenaturallaws.7Thedefinitiveconsecrationofhistoryasdivinewillwas

Hegel’s.Heaffirmedthat‘Godgovernstheworld;theactualworkingofhis

government–thecarryingoutofhisplan–isthehistoryoftheworld’.8

AccordingtoErnestCassirer,mythovertookreasonwhenromanticthought

replacedtherationalisticapproachoftheEnlightenmentageeveninsocialand

politicallife.TheRomantics,attractedbythesenseofunitythatwasconsidereda

distinctivefeatureoftheMiddleAges,showedagreatinterestinhistoryand

folklore.Theyidentifiedmythicalrootsinallhistories.Mythicizedhistorybe-

camenotonlyasource,butthe‘veryoriginofright’.9Cassirerstatesthat‘the

idealizationandspiritualizationofthepastisoneofthemostdistinctivechar-

acteristicsofromanticthought.Everythingbecomesunderstandable,justifiable,

andlegitimateassoonaswecantraceitbacktoitsorigin’.10

This‘idealizationandspiritualizationofthepast’,becameatthebeginningof

thenineteenthcenturyapolicydeployedintheeducationoftheprogressively

6SeeGianbattistaVico,TheFirstNewScience(Cambridge:CambridgeUniversityPress,2002),
p.66.
7 MytranslationfromJohannGottfriedHerder,IdeeperlaStoriadell’Umanit(Laterza:Bari
1992),p.286.
8GeorgWillhelmFriederichHegel,ThePhilosophyofHistory(Kitchener:BatocheBooks,
2001),p.62.
9ErnstCassirer,TheMythoftheState(NewHaven:YaleUniversityPress,1946),p.182.
10Ibid.,p.181.
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growingmasses.In1807Fichtecalledhistoryteachingthegreatesttoolfor

buildinganationalcharacter.11Inhisidealimage,anationalhistorybookwasto

accompanythepeopleasa‘Bibleorasahymn[…],untilthedayweinturn

accomplishedsomethingworthyofbeingrecorded’.12Thismessagewasdirected

attheGermannationatthetimewhentheNapoleonicwarsdisruptedsocial

orderalloverthecontinent,threateningtraditionalformsofcollectiveidenti-

fication.InFichte’smindmythclearlybecamereality.Historicalknowledge

providesacollectiveidentity,andcontainsanexplicitlyimperativecharacter.

History-writingandhistory-makingarecomplementarypartsofateleological

approachnotonlytoknowledgebutalsotopractice.

Theideologiesthatdevelopedinthecourseofthenineteenthcenturyclaimed

legitimacyonthebasisofhistoricalarguments.Pioneersofnationalist,socialist

andracistthoughtproduceddistinctiveversionsofhistory,eachwiththeaimof

provingscientificallytheexistenceofparticularcollectiveidentities.Accord-

ingly,variouscollectiveidentitiesdevelopedindependently,simultaneously,

and/orinoppositiontooneanother.Marx,Engels,andtheirfollowersread

historyasacircleofclassstruggles.GiuseppeMazzini,whosethoughthada

profoundimpactonthedevelopmentofnationalemancipationmovements

throughoutEuropeandinspiredtheAdriaticforeignpolicyofItaly,sawinhis-

torythenaturalprocessofemancipationofallpeople.DeGobineaubelievedthat

racialdivisionsweremarkedbyphysicalandculturalfactors,andthatrace

determinedtheevolutionofhistory.AswiththemythsofMelanesiansstudiedby

Malinowskicategoriesof‘class’,‘people’,or‘race’wereliving realitiesthat

transcendedhistoricalperiodization.Thepeculiarsocialandeconomiccon-

ditionsofthenineteenthcenturycreatedthebasisforactualpoliticalactionfrom

groupswhoproclaimedtheircollectiveidentities.Becausetheywerepresumably

carryingthesamecollectiveidentity,theyweretomoveforwardtherealization

ofthepropheticvisionentailedbytheirhistoricaldevelopment.Thisfirstthrust

towardsocial(re)fragmentationreacheditszenithinthetwentiethcentury.

Clashesbetweenopposinglivingrealities,suchasthoseofnationalistsofdif-

ferentcontexts,enthusiastsofimperialisticadventures,andsocialists,werein-

evitable,becausetheseconceptionsofanidealworldweresimplyantithetic.

Historybecameascienceusefulforgalvanizingtheengagementinconflictof

intellectualsandsoldiers,whilethedevelopmentofphysicsprovidednewdeadly

weaponsforthebattlefields.Thisfracturealsoaffectededucationsystems.

Themythicalimperative,thatisthepowerofmythtointercedeinthereal

world,causestwocomplementaryprocessesthatarebothequallynecessaryfor

11JohannGottliebFichte(withanintroductionandnotesbyGregoryMoore),Addressestothe
GermanNation(Cambridge:CambridgeUniversityPress,2008),p.19.

12Ibid.,p.83.
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(a)theaffirmationofmythasrealityand(b)itstransformationintohistoriog-

raphy.ThedynamicsofthefirstprocesshavebeenobservedbyMarshallSahlins

inPolynesiancultureswhere‘mythisusedtofoundactualactionthatwillbe

recordedasahistoricalevent’.13InafurtherstudySahlinsemployedtheterm

‘mytho-praxis’toindicatethearbitraryenactmentofhistoryasthefulfillmentor

thereiterationofthemythicalnarrativethatcharacterizedMaorisociety.14AsI

willarguebelow,theItalianambitiontocontroltheAdriaticonthegroundsof

theirmythical,self-ascribedroleasanagentofcivilizationwasinflagrant

contradictionwiththeAlbanianwillforself-determination,whichinturnem-

ployedmythsofnationalunityandautonomy.Thesecondprocessregardsthe

mythologizationofeventsthathaslargelyinfluencedAlbanianandItalianhis-

toriographiesconcerningtheVloraconflict.BymythologizationImeanthe

extractionofafact,alinguisticunit,oranobjectfromitscontextofsignification

inorder,perhapsunconsciously,tolendscientificcredibilityorpoliticallegiti-

macytoanideologicaldiscourse.ThisprocessiswhatRolandBarthesdefinesas

alanguagerobberythattransformsmeaningintoform.15Ideology-andpractice-

drivenrepresentationsofeventsareachievedbychoosingelementsconvenient

totheadaptationofmythstopracticaluse.AnthropologistJonathanFriedman

observesthat‘thediscourseofhistoryaswellasofmythissimultaneouslya

discourseofidentity;itconsistsofattributingameaningfulpasttoastructured

present.’16Theeventstowhichhistoriographiesreferdonotsatisfymerely

‘scientific’purposes;rather,eventsmusthighlightdeterminateculturalfeatures

orsocialpatternsthatprovetheexistenceofacertaininstitutionorcollective

identitythroughtime.Byprovingtheirexistence,suchentitiesclaimauthority

overthesurroundingpoliticalenvironmentastheypurporttoestablishlegiti-

macyonbothhistoricalandnaturallegalgrounds.

NationalHistoriographyandTextbooks

Textbooksareanengineofthemythicalimperative,akintothe‘Bible’thatFichte

hadinmind;theyinheritalltheirqualitiesfromtheprevailinghistoriographyof

whichtheyarejustoneelement.Seldomdoesideologydrivehistoriography

accidentally,andevenmoreseldomdoesaninstitutionalorderallowthecir-

13 MarshallSahlins,HistoricalMetaphorsandMythicalRealities(AnnArbor:Universityof
MichiganPress,1981),p.11.

14 MarshallSahlins,IslandsofHistory(Bristol:UniversityofChicagoPress,1985),pp.54–72.
15RolandBarthes,Mythologies,p.131.
16JonathanFriedman,Myth,HistoryandPoliticalIdentity,inKajzaEkholmFriedmanand
JonathanFriedman,Modernities,Class,andtheContradictionsofGlobalization(Plymouth:
AltamiraPress,2008),p.89.
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culationoftextbooksthatopenlydefyitsideologicaltraits.SocialistAlbania

scholarHamitBeqja,commentingonthe1946decisionoftheAlbaniangov-

ernmenttoshutdownschoolsownedbyreligiousinstitutions,observedthat

itisabsurdforaneducationalinstitutiondirectedbyasocialiststatetoacceptand

perhapseventolerateorlegalizetheofficialcoexistence17ofthesocialistideologywith

religion,whichattheirrootaretheoneagainsttheanother.18

PhilosophicalidealismhaslikewisehadagreatimpactonschoolbooksinItaly

andAlbania,afreeandconsciousdecisiononthepartofprominentintellectuals.

AntagonisticpersonalitiessuchasAntonioGramsciandGiovanniGentileshared

asimilarfunctionalconceptionofeducationwherebyschoolwastoprovide

knowledgenotmerelyofhistory,butalsoofone’sfunctionwithinthehistorical

processofwhichtheywereapart.Gentileclaimedthatthegoalofeducationwas

therealizationofthespirit,19whereasforGramscitheobjectivewasratherthe

promotionofclassawarenessandthesubsequentconquestofhegemony.20From

Gentile’swork21itispossibletoinferthelogicbeneaththemanualsdevisedby

nationalhistoriographiesinmodernnation-states.Foridealistthought,edu-

cationalhistoriographycannotbedisengagedfromitscontextas‘thesubject

doesnotappearasthecreatorofhisownobject’22.Nonetheless:

Historicaltruth,whenwepresumetohaveknownit,bracesourintellectwiththesame

energyofthemathematicaltruth,andthefacts[…],imposerespect,requireworship,

fillthesoulwithasacredfeelingofinsubordinationnotinferiortothatstimulatedby

theconceptofamysteriousnatureinthepurenaturalistandbyasupernaturalGodin

thestrictreligiousspirit.23

Hethenexplainsthatthisconceptofhistoricaltruthcannotbeinteriorizedas

suchbythesubjectunlessitispresentedintheprecisemannerthatallowsittobe

objectified.Teachinginfact‘doesnotaccomplishhistoryproper,[…]buttra-

17Thiswordisplacedininvertedcommasintheoriginaltext.
18HamitBeqja,LuftaprShkollnSocialisteAteisteShqiptare(Tiran:ShtpiaBotueseeLibrit
Shkollor,1984),p.44.

19GiovanniGentile,SommariodiPedagogiaComeScienzaFilosofica:II,Didattica,G.C.(Fi-
renze:Sansoni,1913)[1955],p.66.

20AngeloBroccoli,AntonioGramsciel’EducazionecomeEgemonia(Firenze:LaNuovaItalia,
1972),pp.149–165.

21HewastheministerofeducationinthefascistgovernmentofItalybetween1922and1924,
anddevisedandpromotedamajorschoolreformin1923that,amongotherthings,in-
troducedthenormthateachtextadoptedforschoolusewastobesanctionedbyaboard.This
wastoensurethattheyadheredtotheprinciplesandvaluesoftheFascistRevolution.Sergio
Romano,GiovanniGentile(Milano:Bompiani,1984),pp.165–181and202–210.

22GiovanniGentile,SommariodiPedagogiaComeScienzaFilosofica:IIDidattica,p.184;my
translation.

23Ibid.pp.184–185.
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dition,whichishistoryaspureobjectivity’.24ForGentileisawarethatwhathe

callstraditionisonlyapartofhistory,whichisinturncriticalofthattradition–a

processduringwhichthesubjectreinstateshisfreedom.Fromthepointofview

ofcriticism,however,heemphasizesthat‘traditionmustfirstbeabsorbedand

thisrepresentsthereligiouselementofhistory;thatinwhichthesubjectdoesnot

give,stayspassive,limitedanddoesnotdeterminehimselfinhisowninfinity’.25

WhileGentile’sspeechisoftenobscureandhardtodecipher,hereheisdoubt-

lesslystatingthathistoriographydevisedfortextbookscannotavoidbeing

dogmatic.Forboththesubjectsofhistoryandreligionalike,thelearnermust

surrendertothefactthatnotallnotionsarequestionable.Theopinionexpressed

bytheItalianphilosopherconcernsnotonlyItaliantextbooksbutcanbeex-

tendedtoallnationalhistoriographiesandrelatedtextbooksproduceduntil

now.InafurtherpassageGentileexplainswhathemeansbytheterm‘tradition’:

initscommonmeaning[…]theforceandthefundamentofanyprogress,thecentre

wherehingeseachrealmovementofmanandsociety,thesametangibleandfullreality

ofthespirit,thatinthetraditionattainshisownselfasself-consciousness,realonly

becauseitexplainspersetheconsciousnessoftheobjectthathehasbecome.Whereby

wearesonsofourfathers,borninItalyandrisenagaintoanewlife,constitutedtounity

andtothepoliticalfreedomofanautonomousnationthankstothereawakeningof

energiesmadepossiblebytheconquestsoftheThirdStatewiththeFrenchRevolution,

preparedinthelongtermbytheinternaldissolutionoffeudalismandofthethought

thatjustifiedthatsysteminwhichEuropeansocietyfoundsettlementafterthefallofthe

RomanEmpireandthedeclineofthecreativityofGreekthought.Wecannotunder-

standourselves[…]andreallybewhoweareifwedonotbecomeawareofallthis,of

howitextendsintothepast,realonlybecausewerestoreitinus;[…]FortheFrench

RevolutionandtheItalianRisorgimento,andtheinstaurationoffeudalism,andforthe

falloftheRomanEmpirethereisnoGod,forhoweveralmightyHemaybe,hecannot

makethemceasetobebecausetheyalreadyare.Thisisanobservedandalmostradiant

formoftradition,astheunfailingessenceofourrealpersonality.26

Thisquotationcontainsanarchetypalschemeoftheteleologicalnarrative

characterizinghistorymanualsforschoolbooks,universitiesandotherknowl-

edgedivulgingagenciesinallso-callednationalhistoriographies.Themain

concernofthistypeofhistoriographyisthatofidentity(toknowwhoweare),an

awarenessthatisgainedorperhapsdeterminedbythecontinuityofthehis-

toricalprocessesthatlinkthedifferent‘generations’,sotospeak,ofindividuals.

Itseemsthatstudentsarepushedtoembraceanidentity,iffornootherreason

theninordertohonorthemartyrdomofthosewhoprecededthem.Theper-

petuationofmemoryinthiscaseseemstostimulatetheinnerindividualand

24Ibid.p.185.
25Ibid.
26Ibid,pp.186–187;mytranslation.

TheVloraConflictfromaTrans-AdriaticPerspective

© 2017, V&R unipress GmbH, Göttingen 
ISBN Print: 9783847108115 – ISBN E-Lib: 9783737008112

103

Open-Access-Publikation im Sinne der CC-Lizenz BY 4.0

http://www.v-r.de/de


collectivepsychologyofguiltandresponsibilitywhichIconsiderreminiscentof

theindividualandcollectiveemotionalresponseinspiredbytheChristianlit-

urgyofthePassion.Theproblem,however,springsfromthefactthattheob-

jectivitytowhichGentile’sconceptionaspiresislimitedbythesubjectivityof

eachandeverynationalentityoragentofcollectiveidentitythatusesthesame

logictonurtureitsowntradition.

EnverHoxhahadasimilarconceptionofhistoryteaching.In1965,notlong

afterthebreakinrelationswiththeSovietUnion,hereadadocumentina

meetingofthepoliticalbureauoftheAlbanianPartyofWorkwiththetitle‘Our

SchoolisPoliticalandIdeological’.Hoxharepeatedlyassertedthattheschoolis

notapoliticalandmustprovidestudentswithideologicalandpoliticalin-

struction.27Accordingly,allsubjectstaughtinschoolhadtheirownideologyand

politics.Heaffirmedthatthesocialsciencesandhistorywerethoseinparticular

needofrevision.HecalledfortheremovalofallnotionstakenfromSovietand

bourgeoistexts.Historyinhighschoolanduniversitytextbookswastoservethe

needsoftheideologicalframeworkoftheparty.Forexample,henotedinthe

contextofteachingabouttheRomanEmpire,itwasnecessarytotalkaboutthe

rebellionoftheslavesinorderforstudentstounderstandtheclassstruggles

whichwere‘theredwireofallthehistoricalmaterialism’.Indealingwithcon-

flictsandwars,thesocialcontrastsweretobeemphasized.‘Theremustbeboys

andgirlswhodonotknowwhatclasses,thebourgeoisie,theproletariat,theclass

struggleare[…]?’,wonderedHoxha.Eachepochwastobeillustratedbyworks

ofdifferentphilosophersandhistorians.Suchworksweretobechosenthat

betterenhancedtheideologicalandpoliticaleducationHoxhahadinmind.He

wentsofarastosuggestthattextbookswerealsotocitediametricalviewsin

ordertobeshrewdlydemolishedbyMarxistcritique,withtheobjectivethatthe

studentunderstandthematerialistdevelopmentofhistory.

InItalyandAlbania,historytextbooksarewrittenbyhistorianswhoreflect

theirpoliticalinclinationsinthepagesoftheirwork.InsocialistAlbania,the

nationalcommunistideologyconstitutedtheonlylensthroughwhichhistorians

couldrendereventsperceptibletostudents.Thisclearlyemergesinthecaseof

theVloraconflict.Nowadays,Albanianhistoriographyhasbeenthoroughly(but

notwholly)cleansedofmostofitsformerlyflagrantsocialistrhetoric.However,

theteleologicalapproachtohistorywritingthatGentilehastermed‘tradition’

stillsurvivesintextbooksandothermaterialsfordissemination.Albanian

historyhasbeencanonizedbyworkscarriedthroughthedecadesbyauthor-

itativeacademicinstitutionssuchastheUniversityofTiranaandtheNational

27Hereandthefollowingquotes:EnverHoxha,ShkollaJon⁄sht PolitikedheIdeologjike
(DiskutimnembledhjeneByrosePolitiketeKQt PPSH)inVepra29(Tiran:InstitutiI
Studimevemarksiste–LeninistePranKQt PPSH,1979),pp.165–169.
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AcademyofScience.Everyhistorybookproducedundertheauspicesofthese

institutionsmaybereferredtoas‘officialhistoriography’.

IncontemporaryItalythereisnotone‘officialhistoriography’;however,its

mostauthoritativehistoriansandtextbooksfordifferentlevelsofeducation

certainlydemonstrateideologicalconstraintstoacertainextent.Albertode

Bernardiaffirmsthatintellectualandpoliticalelitesdeliberatelydecidetore-

createanarrativethatcanonizesthepastinordertojustifyandmakesenseofthe

present.28Soonaftertheunificationofthecountry,nationalhistoriographywas

conceivedasthe‘biographyofthenation’.DeBernadi,himselfatextbookauthor,

recognizesthatideologyhasatalaterstagealsoplayedamajorroleindefining

theperspectiveandthenarrativeofthetextbooks.Howeverhedoesnotchal-

lengetheinfluenceofideologyontextbooksasaproblem;rather,hedemon-

stratesthattheonlyeffectivecritiqueofexcessivenationalisticdriftsimposed

overtheagescamefromnewtextbookswrittenbyauthorswhowereinspiredby

diametricallydifferentideas.29

InbothItalyandAlbania,historywritingandteachingenduretheyokeof

politics.SocialistAlbaniascholarHamitBeqjaaffirmsthat‘schooloutsideof

politicsisademagogy,andarefinedlieofthebourgeoisie’.30Empiricalevidence

takenfromthetextbookstobediscussedbelowfurtherconfirmsthisnotion.

Mytho–Praxis,ortheVloraConflict

AfterthearmisticeofNovember1918,ItaliantroopsinAlbaniawaitedforthe

ParisPeaceConferencetodecidethefateofthecountry.Unfortunatelyforboth

AlbaniansandItalians,thepeacedelegationsgatheredinPariswereunableto

fulfillthetask,probablybecause,asIvoLederernotes,fewdelegationspossessed

theexperienceandthetalentthechallengerequired.31Tensionsamonglocalsand

occupantsgraduallydevelopedintoopenhostilityasItaliandiplomacyproved

detrimentaltoAlbanianintegrityandindependence.Armedconflictbrokeout

inthenightof5June1920,afterayearandahalfoffruitlessdiplomaticdis-

cussionswhichfrustratedpublicopinioninbothItalyandAlbania.Albanians

28AlbertoDeBernardi,llCanonedellaStoriaContemporaneaneiManualiScolasticidall’Unit
allaRepubblica,inLastoriacontemporaneatrascuolaeuniversit.Manuali,programmi,
docenti,G.Bosco–C. Mantovani(acuradi),(Rubbettino:Soveria Mannelli,2004),
pp.19–37;thequotationsgivenherearetakenfromthepdfavailableonsissco.it,pp.1–2.

29Ibid.pp.13–18.
30HamitBeqja,ProblemiiEdukatesSocialistedheShkollaII(Tiran:ShtpiaBotueseeLibrit
Shkollor,1981),p.257.

31SeeIvoJ.Lederer,YugoslaviaattheParisPeaceConference:AStudyinFrontiermaking(New
Haven:YaleUniversityPress,1963),p.84.
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fromthesouthattackedtheremnantsoftheItaliancontingent,whichwas

drasticallyreducedafterthegeneraldemobilizationorderedbytheNittigov-

ernment.32Inthefirstdaysoffighting,AlbaniansovertooktheItalianarmywith

unexpectedrapidity.Thelatterwasforcedtoholdpositioninsidethecampo

trinceratodiValona(entrenchedfieldofVlora).Combatformallyendedon2

August,whenrepresentativesofbothgovernmentssignedtheTiranaagreement

which,primarily,deliveredVloratoAlbaniansovereigntyandSazantoItalyasa

militarybaseforthecontroloftheAdriatic.33

FromthedisengagedhistoricalperspectivethatIadoptedinthelastpara-

graph,onemighthavetheimpressionthattheVloraconflictseemstohavehad

nomythicalrootsbutonlycontingentcausesthatledtwopartiestofightagainst

eachother.ButifweinvestigatethereasonswhytheItaliansbelievedthemselves

tobeinalegitimatepositiontoclaimapieceoftheAlbaniancoast,suddenlywe

32SeeGiorgioRochat,L’EsercitoItalianodaVittorioVenetoaMussolini(1919–1925)(Laterza:
Bari,1967);theauthorreportssomefiguresconcerningtheItalianpresenceinAlbania
betweenMarch1920andthe3June1920,whichdecreasedfrom33,000to15,000troops(see
pp.170–181);Accordingtoanothersource,bymid-June,ItaliantroopsinVloraamountedto
some7000men.SeeVincenzoGallinari,L’EsercitoItalianonelPrimodopoguerra1918–1920
(Roma:StatoMaggioredell’Esercito,1980),p.177.

33Foradetailedandobjectivehistoricalaccountofmilitaryoperations,seeMarioMontanari
(ed.),LeTruppeItalianeinAlbania1914–1920(Roma:StatoMaggioredell’Esercito,1978);
VincenzoGallinari,L’EsercitoItalianonelPrimodopoguerra1918–1920(Roma:Stato
Maggioredell’Esercito,1980).Forabroaderviewofhistoryconcerningthesocialand
politicalrelationsofItalyandAlbaniaseeMassimoBorgogni,Tr continuit eincertezza.
ItaliaeAlbania1914–1939(Milano:FrancoAngeli,2007).Olderbutstillvaluableworkson
Albanian–ItalianrelationsthatspecificallytreattheVloraconflictincludePaoloAlatri,Nitti,
D’AnnunzioeLaQuestioneAdriatica(Milano:Feltrinelli,1976)andPietroPastorelli,L’Al-
banianellaPoliticaEsteraItaliana(Napoli:EditoreJovine,1970).TheAlbanianperspective
ontheVloraconflicthasbeenthoroughlydevelopedfromdifferentanglesbyMuinÇami.For
theelaborationinhandIreliedonMuinÇami(ed.),KongresiiLushnjesdheLuftaeVlores
(Tirana:AkademieShkencaveeRPSH,1974);MuinÇami,Luftaepopullitshqiptarper
Åliriminkombtar(permbledhjedokumentash)(Tiran:InstitutiihistorisdheiGjuhs,
1976);MuinÇami,ShqiprianRrjedhateHistoris 1912–1934(Tiran:Onufri,2007).Other
detailedaccountsoftheeventsarefoundinStefanaqPollo(ed.),HistoriaeShqiprisIII
(Tiran:AkademiaeShkencaveeRPSHtShqipris,1984);ArbenPuto,ShqipriaPolitike
1912–1939(Tiran:Toena,2009).OutsideItalyandAlbania,theVloraconflictseemstohave
losttheinterestofscholars.ThesoleexceptionisanarticlebyBerndJ.Fischer,‘Perceptions
andRealityinTwentieth-CenturyAlbanianMilitaryProwess’inAlbanianIdentities,Myth
andHistoryeditedbyStephanieSchwandner-SieversandBerndJ.Fischer(Bloomington:
IndianaUniversityPress,2002).Aleadingcontributiontotheissueremainsthevaluable–if
nowalittledated–workofJosephSwire,Albania:RiseofaKingdom(London:Williamsand
NorgateLtd.,1929);abasicchronologyofeventsisreportedinOwenPearson,Albaniaand
KingZog(London:IBTauris,2004);recentresearchonAlbanianhistoryandpoliticsaround
1920generallyneglecttheVloraconflict(seeRobertC.Austin,FoundingaBalkanState:
Albania’sexperimentwithdemocracy1920–1925(Toronto:UniversityofTorontoPress,
2012);andNicolaGuy,TheBirthofAlbania:EthnicNationalism,TheGreatPowersofWorld
WarIandtheEmergenceofAlbanianIndependence(London:Tauris,2012).
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areconfrontedbyargumentsthatdefylogicalorcontingentexplanations.In-

stead,AlbanianreactionstotheItalianoccupationunravelledasastrongemo-

tionalresponsetothefearofbeingdisposedandhumiliatedontheirownter-

ritory.Speechesandappeals,memorandums,andpeculiareventsthatinvolved

orimpressedthepublic,werelargelyconceivedandexpressedinasymbolic

formwhichrecalledthemythicalconceptionsofcollectiveidentitysuchas

origin,unity,freedom,kinandfoe.Byfocusingonthemythicalcausesofthe

conflictIdonotintendtominimizetheeconomicalandpoliticalregionalcauses;

rather,itismyaimtohighlighthowmythsaredeployedfromtheideologiesthat

standbehindorganizationsorinstitutionswhichgovernpassivelyoractivelythe

activitiesoftheagentsinvolvedintheconflict.

ItalyastheNaturalCivilizingAgentofAlbania

ItalianexpansionistpolicyintheMediterraneanandspecificallyintheAdriatic

wasjustifiedasthenaturalcontinuationofthecivilizingmissionofancientRome

andVenice.34ItalyenteredthewarjoiningtheEntentebythe(secret)Treatyof

Londonof26April1915,whichguaranteedherpossessionofVloraandaprime

positioninthenegotiationofAlbanianaffairs.Theclausesofthatdocumentalso

laidopenthepossibilityforrepartitioningtheAlbanianterritoryinthenorth

andsouthbetweenSerbia,MontenegroandGreeceifdeemeduseful.35

On3June1917,thecommanderofItaliantroopsinAlbania,GeneralGiacinto

Ferrero,madeapublicdeclarationinGjirokastrpromisingtoAlbania,onbe-

halfoftheItalianKingdom,fullsupportfornationalindependenceandintegrity.

ThedeclarationcontradictedtheTreatyofLondon,andlaterItalianhistoriog-

raphyremarkedthatithadbeenabluffconceivedinordertosecureAlbanian

support.36Bluffornot,thewordsusedbytheGeneralenvisionedapastwhen

ItalyandAlbaniawerenaturallyboundinalliance.Thespeechdeservesatleast

partialcitationasitshowshowpoliticaldiscourseexploitedthemythof‘civi-

lization’inordertogainAlbaniansympathiesbyfeedingtheirdesireforliberty

andself-esteem:

34SeeAldoMola,L’imperialismoItaliano,LaPoliticaEsteradall’Unit alFascismo,Editori
Riuniti,Roma1980,p.129.

35TrattatieConvenzionifrailRegnod’ItaliaegliAltriStati,Volume23,TipografiedelRegio
MinisterodegliAffariEsteri,Roma1930,pp.287–288.

36 MilitaryhistorianMarioMontanari,asothershaveargued,affirmsthattheItalianProclama
wasanemulationoftheconstitutionoftheautonomousrepublicofKorÅainlate1916bythe
FrenchandtotheinstitutionofanautonomousAlbanianprotectorateinShkodrbyAus-
tria–Hungaryatthebeginningof1917.TheItaliandeclarationwentfurthersinceitpromised
fullindependence.SeeMarioMontanari(ed.),LeTruppeItalianeinAlbania1914–1920,cit.,
p.110.
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ToalltheAlbanianpeople.Today,3June1917,delightfulcelebrationofItalianstatutory

freedoms,[…]Albanians,whereveryoumightbe,[…]youwhoareofanancientand

nobleprogenywhohaveoldmemoriesandtraditionsthatrejoinyoutotheRomanand

Venetiancivilizations;youwhoareawareofthecommonItalian–Albanianinterestsin

theseathatseparatesbutatthesametimejoinsus:Allyoumenofgoodwillunitethe

destiniesofyourbelovedcountry[…]foranindependentAlbania,withthefriendship

andtheprotectionofItaly.37

Thebluffwasnevercalled.SoonaftertheendoftheFirstWorldWar,Italy

demandedthepossessionofVloraandthecreationofaprotectorateintherestof

Albania.38ItalianopinionswerethenradicallychangedtowardAlbanians.The

lattersuddenlyappearedasa‘primitivepeople’39whowouldcertainlybenefit

fromItalianassistanceandprotectioninordertobuildamodernstate.40Evena

fewmonthsbeforetheattacksonVlora,planswerebeingdiscussedformoving

ItalianpeasantsfromtheregionofEmiliainAlbaniawiththedoublepurposeof

easingthedemographicweightinItalyand‘bringingcivilizationtothebar-

barians’.41

Indeed,themythofItalyasan‘agentofcivilization’didmaterializeinAl-

bania.OncesettledinVlorain1914,theItaliansmadeimprovementstothe

urbaninfrastructureandconnectionswiththehinterland.Theseconstructions

werethenexploitedbythenationalistpress,whoemphasizedthebenefitsofthe

ItalianoccupationofAlbaniaandtheirrighttostay.BenitoMussoliniinthe

pagesofIlPopolod’Italiarepeatedlypointedtothe‘roads,thebridges,the

houses,thehospitals’thattheItalianshadbuiltduringtheir‘peacefuloccupa-

tion’,whichwerethentobebitterlyleftbehind.42Thissentimentwastransferred

totheItalianhistoriographythatdevelopedduringtheventennio43andin-

crediblysurvivesinrecenttreatmentsofthetopic.44Themostemblematicex-

ampleofthispropagandaisperhapsachapterfromanItalianfifth-gradetext-

bookof1940.Thechapteristitled‘ThecrownofAlbaniatoVittorioEmanuele

III’andexplainswhyAlbaniansdemocraticallydecidedtojointheirdestinies

withItalyunderthesamecrown.Nexttotheparagraphwefindanillustrationof

37AmedeoGiannini,L’Albaniadall’Indipendenzaall’UnioneconL’Italia(1913–1939)(Roma:
IstitutopergliStudidiPoliticaInternazionale,1940),pp.39–40;mytranslation.

38Adriaticus,DaTriesteaValona(Milano:AlfieriLacroix,1918),pp.90–91.
39Ibid.p.76.
40Ibid.p.78.
41GiulioTozzi,L’AlbaniaeilSuoIncertoDestino(Milano:Treves,1920),p.29(discourse
pronouncedinapublicconferenceattheAccademiaOlimpicaofScience,LiteratureandArt
inVicenzainMarch1920).

42SeeBenitoMussoliniin‘ViadaValona?No’;‘RestareaValona’and‘AddioValona’inIlPopolo
d’Italia,11June,p.1;13June,p.1;and5August,p.1,1920.

43SeeAntonioBaldacci,L’Albania(RomaIstitutoperL’EuropaOrientale,1929),p.364;Filippo
Tajani,L’Avveniredell’Albania(Milano:UlricoHoepli,1932),p.33.

44 MassimoBorgogni,Tracontinuit eincertezza:ItaliaeAlbania1914–1939,p.68.
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anAlbanianinatraditionalgegcostumeposingintheRomansalute.The

writingiscloselyreminiscentoftheFerrero1917declaration,butemphasizes

ItaliansupportfortheAlbanianstate:

TheancientAlbanianpeople,proudwarriors,hadalwaysbefriendedfascistItaly.Our

governmentsentmillionsinordertohelpineveryway.Constructionofroads,airports,

schools,hospitals,plumbing,industrialareas–allthiswasmadepossibleinAlbania

withItaliansupport.45

Thesocialistnewspapers,untilnowperceivedbyAlbanianhistoriansasvoicesin

supportofAlbanianclaimstoVlora,46infactdisseminatedthesamemis-

conceptionandderogatoryviewofAlbaniaasdidtheirrightistfoes.Soonafter

theattack,thenewspaperAvanti,whiledemandingthatthetroopsleaveim-

mediately,affirmedthattherebellionhadbeencausedbybrigandsdisguisedas

patriots,instigatedbyfeudallords,andmanipulatedbyforeigninfluencesand

capitalisticinterests.47Socialiststooemployedthemythofcivilizationbutinthe

oppositesense,thustodissuadeanyimperialisticdream.Anarticleappearedin

Avantion20Junewiththetitle‘IlParadisoAlbanese’,describingAlbaniaasa

barrenland:

Sterilebynature:provedbythefactthatithasnotonceinitshistoryseenaperiodof

flourishing.Theinhabitantsofthevillagesbuiltwithprimitivematerialdonothave

bedsorsheetsorshirtsandlivebyexploitingtheshepherdswhoguardtheflocksofthe

feudallordsandliveonthemountainsinlittleshantiesmadeofearthandgrass.[…]

Betweenthedifferentlocalitiesthereisnocommerce;theyareconnectedbymule

tracksandtripsonthebackofadonkeythatAlbanianskeeponlyforthepurposeof

findingfood.[…]Havingwastedfourbillion,weareleavingitpoorandneglected.

ItalianhistoriansagreethatrelationswithAlbaniansswiftlydeterioratedafter

theTittoni–VenizelossecretagreementofJuly1919which,amongotherterri-

torialarrangements,partitionedSouthAlbaniabetweenItalyandGreece.48The

latterwastoacquirethecitiesofGjirokastrandKorÅa,ItalyVloraandits

outskirts,whileSarandawastobemadeafreeharbour.49TheItaliannationalist

45LuigiRinaldiandBepiFabiano,IlLibrodellaQuintaClasse,Letture(Roma:LaLibreriadello
Stato,1940),p.156.

46SeeMuinÇami,ShqiprianRrjedhateHistoris1912–1934,p.264.
47‘ControL’ImpresaAlbanese’inAvanti,12June,1920,p.2.
48GabrieleParesce,ItaliaeJugoslavia(Milano:Bemporadefiglioeditore,1935),p.152;Mario
Montanari,LetruppeitalianeinAlbania,p.177;PaoloAlatrihasexpressedanotheropinion,
claimingthatthemainresponsibilityfortheconflictlaywiththeinabilityoftheItalian
militarycommandinVloratoreachanarrangementwiththelocalsregardingthecivilian
administrationofthecity.See.PaoloAlatri,Nitti,D’AnnunzioeLaquestioneadriatica,
pp.475–476.

49AmedeoGiannini,L’Albaniadall’Indipendenzaall’UnioneconL’Italia(1913–1939),cit.,
pp.248–251.

TheVloraConflictfromaTrans-AdriaticPerspective

© 2017, V&R unipress GmbH, Göttingen 
ISBN Print: 9783847108115 – ISBN E-Lib: 9783737008112

109

Open-Access-Publikation im Sinne der CC-Lizenz BY 4.0

http://www.v-r.de/de


newspaperL’IdeaNazionalecondemnedtheagreement,evenbeforetheattack

onVlora,definingitasthe‘mostcynicalandshamefuldiplomaticdocumentof

theThirdItaly’.50ThegreatestregretofthenationalistswasthatTittoni’s

agreementcountaractedallprogressmadebyItaliandiplomacywhichhad

succeededinobtainingthetrustoftheAlbanianswiththeProclamadiArgir-

ocastro.LeadingnationalistsintervenedinparliamentbystatingthatItalywas

notlookingforacolonialadventureinAlbania,butwasseekingonlytoprotect

Albania’sindependenceandtheItaliancoast.51Theterm‘protection’wasthus

usedtopersuadethesocialistpartytowithdrawtheirvetoonsendingfresh

troopstoVlora,butalsotoconvincetheAlbanianscloselyfollowingItalian

politicaldebatesthatthemilitarypresencewasbeneficialtothemtoo.However,

itwasalreadytoolateforsuchwordstoproducethedesiredeffect.Socialist

propagandahadalreadybeensuccessfulinmobilizingstrikesandmeetings

againsttheItalianpresenceinVlora.Episodesofseveremilitaryinsubordination

inTriesteandAnconahadconvincedItalianPrimeMinisterGiolittinottosend

additionaltroopstoAlbania.52Giolittithenadoptedtheonlyexitstrategy

availablethatavoidedoverlydispleasingradicalsfromboththeleftandtheright.

Whiletherewastobenonewdeploymentoftroops,theremainingcontingent

wastocontinueresistingattacksforaslongaspossibleinordertolimitdamage

toItalianprestige.

Vlora:EnactingtheMythofCollectiveDignity

TheProclamadiArgirocastrowasnotunanimouslywelcomedbyAlbanians.

ManyremainedskepticaltowardsItalyasitwasnotclearhowandtowhatextent

Romewouldinfluencestatesovereignty.53ItaliansseemedtosupportAlbanian

independenceastheyhadnotopposedbutevenpromotedtheformationofthe

Durrsgovernmenton25December1918.However,themembersofthegov-

ernmentwerenotadmittedtotheParisPeaceConferenceandItalydemanded

thefullapplicationoftheTreatyofLondon.Thisdestabilizedthepoliticalsit-

50FrancescoCoppola,LaLiquidazioneAlbaneseinIdeaNazionale,1June,1920p.1.Theterm
‘ThirdItaly’isusedtounderscorethecontinuitybetweenthefirst,whichwasancientRome,
andthesecond,theItaliancitiesoftheRenaissance.

51AntoninoDiGiorgio,IlProblemaMilitare,LaquestioneAdriatica,L’AlbaniaelaLibia,
Discorsosullecomunicazionidegovernopronunciatoallacameradeideputatinellatornata
del1luglio(Roma:TipografiadellaCameradeiDeputati,1920),p.51;LuigiFederzoni,Perla
PaceItalianainAdriatico,DiscorsopronunciatoallaCameradeiDeputatinellatornatadel7
luglio1920(Roma:TipografiadellaCameradeiDeputati,1920),p.5.

52GiovanniGiolitti,Memoriedellamiavita(Milano:Garzanti,1967),pp.348–349.
53SeePaskalMilo,PolitikaeJashtmeeShqiprisI(Tiran:Toena,2013),292–293;Kost
Çekrezi,Shqipria,eShkuaradheeTashmja(Tiran:Naimi,2012),p.197.
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uationinAlbania.AhardmediacampaigndenigratedtheDurrsgovernment

whosememberswereconsideredpuppetsofItalyandtraitorstothenational

cause.EpistolarycommunicationsofMinisterofEducationLuigjGurakuqi,54

whohadbeeninParisatthePeaceConferenceintheAutumnof1919,revealed

thatAlbaniandelegateshadlosttheircomposureduetotheunpredictablebe-

havioroftheItalians.Inasubduedstateofmind,GurakuqiadvisedSotirGjika,55

editoroftheAlbaniannewspaperpublishedinRome,Kuvendi,nottoslander

MustafaKruja,56thuscontributingfurthertothefragmentationofthedele-

gation.Hethenwrotethatdecisionsweredictatedbywinnersandthatethnic

minoritieshadnovoice.Gurakuqiknewthattheself-determinationofthe

peoplewasthelastconcernofthegreatpowers,andthatWilson,Georgeand

Clemenceauwouldsleeppeacefullyregardless.57

ThisshortremarkisenoughtoencapsulatetheAlbanianquestioninits

entirety:Albaniawasafragmentedreality,bothsociallyandpolitically,andthis

wasplainlyvisibletothegreatpowers.Thecountrydidnothavetheinternational

benefitsofCzechoslovakiaandPoland,forinstance,whichservedstrategically

asboundarieswiththedying,butstillkicking,centralandeasternempires.

CausalitiesoftheGreatWardidnotcountastheyhadfoughtforbothblocs.In

comparisonwiththeirBalkanneighbourswhohadattainedindependenceand

unitybyfightingintheBalkanWarsandintheFirstWorldWar,Albanialacked

anytruemartyrdomsufferedforthesakeofthenationalcause.Recognitionof

nationalrightscouldnotbeobtainedbydiplomacy,anditcameatthepriceof

bloodshedthatwouldlegitimizeindependence.Atthetime,onlyawarthatwas

expressivelyandinternationallypresentedandreceivedas‘patriotic’could

54LuigjGurakuqi(1879–1925)isamongthemostcelebratedfiguresofthelateAlbanianna-
tionalawakening(Rilindja).HetookpartintheCongressofMonastirin1908andinthe
declarationofindependencein1912.Hewaselectedministerofeducationinthefirstin-
dependentAlbaniagovernment.IntheDurrsgovernmenthetookagainthesamecharge,
butwasthendethronedbytheLushnjeCongress.HisrelationshipwithAlbania’sfutureking,
AhmetZogolli,wasthusproblematicfromthebeginningandultimatelyledtohismurderin
Bariin1925.

55SotirGjikawasanAlbanianactivistandjournalistwhocollaboratedinthepublicationof
differentnewspapers.In1911hecollaboratedwiththenewspaperShqypejaeShqypnis
publishedinSofiaandin1914waseditoroftheAlbanianpageintheCorrieredellePuglie
publishedinBari.Hediedin1927.GaetanoPetrota,Populli,GjuhadheLetrsiaShqiptare,
Almera,Tiran(1932)2008,p.430–431.

56MustafaMerlikaKruja(1887–1958)wasministerofcommunicationsintheDurrsgover-
nment,appointedinDecember1918.ThegovernmentwasoverthrownbytheLushnje
CongressinlateJanuary1920.Krujaandothertwoministers(FejziAlzotiandMyfitLibo-
hova)wereaccusedoftreasonas,accordingtothenewself-proclaimedgovernment,they
attemptedtoopposetheLushnjeCongressoptingforcloserItaliancontroloverAlbanian
politics.

57AQSH,Fondi34LuigjGurakuqi,Dosja8,1919,letteraddressedfromGurakuqitoSotirGjika
inRomeon22November.
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provideempiricalevidencefortheacclaimedexistenceofanationalidentity

worthyofterritorialintegrityandself–determination.Gurakuqiseemedtoim-

plicitlyacknowledgethisinanotherletterthatheaddressedtoMyfitLibohova,at

thetimeAlbanianMinisterofForeignAffairs.Herehestatesthathewas‘willing

todieforGjirokastr’.58Indeed,someonehadtodiebutitwasnotGurakuqi,at

leastnotthistime.ThewareffortfelltothosewholivedinwhatisnowAlbanian

territory,carvedoutforrepartitionbythePeaceConference.59Theirstruggle,

althoughrestrictedtothelocalpopulation,wassoonabsorbedbyAlbanian

politicalelitesandlaterbyhistoriographythatpresentedtheconflictasana-

tionalwar.

WhiletheTittoni–VenizelosagreementcertainlydispleasedAlbaniansinthe

south,itwasnotenoughtocauseawarwithItaly.Relationshadbeenfriendlyand

collaborativeduringtheGreatWar,anditseemedunlikelythatamerediplo-

maticdisputewouldinciteItaliansandAlbanianstofaceoneanotherinadeadly

battle.TheVloraconflictbeganwhenItaliansoffendedlocalsentimentsby

disrespectingthesymbolsofthecollectiveidentity.On28November1919,the

dayonwhichthecitizensofVloracelebratedthedeclarationofindependence,an

incidentoccurredthatprovedfataltotherelationship.ItalianhistorianPietro

PastorellireferstoacelebrationorganizedbyItalianauthoritiesthatendedin

failure.60TheAlbanianaccountoftheaccidentisfoundinmanysources,espe-

ciallyinmemoirs.61TheofficialaccountdeliveredtotheAlbaniangovernment

statedthatmilitaryauthoritieshadagreedwithcitizensthatacelebrationcould

takeplace,ontheconditionthatnoAlbanianflagwastobehoistedonany

institutionalbuilding,andthatnospeechesweretobemadeinpublic.Partic-

ipantsdisobeyedbothrules,andaccordingtothereport,MuslimsandChristians

bothenteredthemosqueatTabakhane.Themuezzintheregavehisblessingsfirst

inArabicandtheninAlbanian.Afterwards,anintellectual(ProfessorMinga62),

heldapassionatenationalisticspeech.Whenthecrowdheadedfortheexit,eager

tocontinuetheprocedingsoutside,theyfoundtheCarabinieripointinggunsat

58Ibid.;lettersenttoMyfitLibohovainAlbaniaon4December1920.
59Thememorandumof9DecemberwhichwasmeantasadiktatbytheUnitedStatesgavefull
sovereigntytoItalyonVloraandtherightforamandateonAlbania.

60PietroPastorelli,L’AlbanianellaPoliticaEsteraItaliana,p.318.
61See.EqeremBejVlora,Kujtime1885–1925,IDK,Tiran,2006,p.444;SyrjaVlora,Kujtime,
Iceberg,Tiran,2013,pp.171–172;TanushFrashri(editor),AliKelcyra,ShkrimeprHi-
storineShqipris,Onufri,Tiran2012,pp.451–452(innotes);SejfiVllamasi,Ballafaqime
PolitikenShqipri(1897–1942),Neraida,Tiran2000,p.213.

62JaniMingaiscreditedbyAlbanianhistoriographyasanoratorwho(withMuratToptaniand
others)inflamedthepopulationofVlorawithpatrioticspeecheson28November1912,the
dayofthedeclarationofindependence.StefanaqPollo(ed.),HistoriaeShqiprisVellimiI
Dyte(vitet30teshek.XIX–1912),AkademiaeShkencaveeRPStShqipris,Tiran1984,
p.499.

FabioBego

© 2017, V&R unipress GmbH, Göttingen 
ISBN Print: 9783847108115 – ISBN E-Lib: 9783737008112

112

Open-Access-Publikation im Sinne der CC-Lizenz BY 4.0

http://www.v-r.de/de


themosque.Thesituationsoonescalatedintoastreetriot.Italianparamilitaries

toreAlbanianflagstoshredsandattachedonetotheirdognamedCaporale,who

wasthenletlooseinthecity.ThisinsultwasthelaststrawforthepeopleofVlora,

whoaskedthegovernmenttotakeafirmposition,endingtheirpetitionby

declaringthatconsequencesweretobeexpected:‘ThepeopleofVlora,because

ofthewar,perhapserring,didnotwanttocauseproblemsforItalyunlessthe

conflictcontinued,butnowcannotenduresuchcrueltiesandhavedecidedto

takedangerintoaccountforthesalvationofthehomeland’.63Althoughthis

accountcontainsaspectsthatseemunlikely,suchasVloraChristiansenteringa

mosquetohearthesermonofthemuezzin,theeventisreportedinmany

sources,suggestingthat–whetherornotalldetailsaretrue–certainlysome-

thingdramatichappenedthatday.

Inthefollowingmonths,tensionsbetweenItaliansandAlbaniansincreased

considerably.ByMarch,1920,theillegalorganizationMbrojtjaKombtarebased

inVlorabegantorecruitpeopleinsupportofmilitaryactionagainstItaly.Awar

committeewasformedinBarÅalla(nearVlora)onthenightof28May1920.On3

JuneanultimatumwassenttoPiacentini,theItalianGeneralincommandofthe

troopsatVlora.Hewasorderedtowithdrawhismenanddeliverthecitytothe

Tiranagovernment.Theultimatumcouldhavebeendeliveredearlier,butthe

Albaniansdecidedtowaitfourdaysbecause3Junewastheanniversaryofthe

ProclamadiArgirocastro.Thechoiceofasymbolicdateshowsthatthepro-

tagonistswerewillingtodefinehistorynoterraticallybutasthepreciseenact-

mentofaself-fulfillingprophecythatwould,perhaps,accomplishnational

freedomandpunishItalyfortreachery.Intheworstcasetheywoulddie,butat

leastwithhonorandontheirownland.AparticipantintheVloraconflict,Ago

Agaj,wonderswhythewarcommitteedidnotdecidetotakethestrongholdsby

surpriseandensureamaximumdegreeofmilitarysuccess.64Hesuggeststhatthe

noblefeelingofthosemenorthelittlehopeforapeacefuldisentanglementmay

haveledtothissolution.65Mostcertainly,asurpriseattackwouldhaveprovoked

adifferentreactionfromtheItaliangovernmentandpublicopinion.Moreover,I

believethatAlbanianswerenotonlyseekingtheconquestoftheVloraterritory

asageographicalresource,butalsobecauseofthesymbolicvalueofthecity

wheretheflaghadbeenliftedin1912,andwhereithadbeentornapartafew

monthsearlierbyCarabinieri.Theattackneededacleardeclarationofintentthat

wouldprovetothegreatpowersthatitwasconceivedfornationalandnotlocal

purposes.InMay1920,thelocalGjirokastrpressDritawrote,‘Vloraisoursand

63MuinÇami,LuftaepopullitshqiptarperÅliriminkombtar(permbledhjedokumentash),
p.480.

64AgoAgaj,LuftaeVlors,Tregiminjpjesmarrsi,HarmonyPrintingLTD,Toronto,1971,
p.130.

65Ibidp.131.
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soitmustbe.ForwhileAlbaniamayexistonlybecauseVloramadeit,shecan

alsodestroyit’.66

Theultimatumwasexpressedinfloridlanguage,layingtheblameheavilyon

theItalianadministration:‘Forfiveyears,Vlora,cradleofAlbanianin-

dependence,hasbeengovernedlikeoneofthelowestcolonies:thelanguage,the

administrationandourflaghavebeendeniedus[…]Italyinfamouslyde-

terminedthepartitionofAlbaniawithsecretagreements,thusdishonoring

herselfwhensherenegedonatreatyshehadsignedinLondonin1913’.Whoever

wroteitwasclearlystatingthattheywouldfacetheirdestinywithstoicdignity

butnotpermitthemselvestobe‘treatedlikecattleinthemarketofEurope’.67

Thislaststatementisprimarilyanaffirmationofidentityandawarthreatonly

secondarily,astheuseofforceishesitantlysuggestedinthelastparagraphonly.

Keywordsintheparagraphare‘flag’,‘dishonor’and‘cattle’.Decryptedinthe

contextofthementalitythatguidedtheworksofthePeaceConferencethese

threewordsmeantthatAlbanianswerenotdisposedtobetreatedashumansof

aninferiorrace(thelowestofcolonies)thatneededtobecivilized(cattleinthe

market),becausetheyhadahistory(theflag),andwouldnotobeyanundignified

patron(Italydishonored).Theultimatumwasconceivedto overturnthe

mythicalconceptionsofAlbaniansasruthless,lackinginnationalidentity,unfit

forself-government,andthusindesperateneedofacivilizingcompanion.The6

JunewasthefirstSundayofthemonthandthereforethecelebrationdayofthe

Statuto,thecelebrationtomarkthefirstItalianconstitutionalcharter.However,

becauseoftheattack,celebrationsintheItalian-controlledareaswerecancelled;

thustheirfestivities,likethe28Novemberevent,wereruined.

ComparingHistoriographicalTraditions

Therehavesofarbeenatleastthreedefinitionsofthesameevent:thewar,the

rebellion(ortheinsurrection),andthe‘war’.Albanianhistoriographyrefersto

theeventastheVloraWar(LuftaeVlors)or‘oneofthemostenlightened

chaptersinthehistoryofIndependentAlbania’.68Officialhistoriographyaffirms

that‘theVlorawarofliberationstandsamongthegreatesteventsofournational

historyofthetwentiethcenturythatplayedadecisiveroleinthedefenceof

Albanianterritorialintegrityandinreestablishingindependence’.69Ontheother

sideoftheAdriatic,amuchdarkerspotisreservedforthesameevent:Italians

66InMuinÇami,ShqiprianRrjedhateHistoris 1912–1934,p.229.
67AgoAgaj,LuftaeVlors,Tregiminjpjesmarrsi,p.133.
68ArbenPuto,ShqipriaPolitike1912–1939,p.273.
69KristaqPrifti(ed.),HistoriaePopullitShqiptarIII(Tirana:Toena,2007),p.166.
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labelitarebellionorinsurrectionwhichnegatesordrasticallyreducesthe

manifestationofthewarasamilitaryphenomenon.Sporadically,Italianhis-

toriansspeakofawaronlyusinginvertedcommasoritalics,thussuggestingthat

eventshavebeenexaggeratedbytheircolleaguesacrossthesea.70Withonlyfew

exceptions,thehistorytextbooksdesignedforhighschoolsanduniversities

bypassthefactsasifnothingeverhappened.Howaresuchdissimilarrepre-

sentationstobeexplained?Thesimplestansweristosaythattheeventsdidnot

bearthesameweightforthetwocountries.Theburdenoftheconflictwas

dissimilarbecauseAlbaniawasinamoreendangeredposition.Moreover,the

battlesontheoutskirtsofVlorawereonlysmallskirmishesascomparedtothe

massiveundertakingsoftheGreatWar.Nevertheless,arelativistconsideration

cannotexplaintheamnesiainmanyItalianhistorytextbooks.Ontheotherhand,

Albanianhistoriographyplacestoomuchweightontheideathattheeventswere

partofacoherentnationalwarofindependence.

InthefollowingsectionsIanalyzethereconstructionofeventsastheyappear

inItalianandAlbanianhistoriographiesingeneral,andintextbooksinpartic-

ular.Asstatedabove,textbooksarebuttheoffspringofahistoriographical

traditiondevelopedineachnation-state,whichrendersitimpossibletoun-

derstandthevariabilitytheypresentifthereasonsforthevariabilityinthe

historiographicalapproacharenotinvestigatedfirst.Thefollowingtextbook

studydoesnotaimtobeexhaustiveasIhavelimitedittothetextsthatwere

readilyavailable.Theyaresufficient,however,foranobjectivesynthesisofhow

textbookstransposemythicalnarrativesandhowtheyenhancetheenactmentof

amythicalconceptionofhistoryintoreality.Ihavecollectedtextbookspub-

lishedinItalyandAlbaniabetweenthe1960sandthepresentday.IntheItalian

case,Ihavelimitedtheresearchtosecondaryeducationasprimaryeducation

textbookswouldnottreattheissuesrelatedtotheVloraconflict.IntheAlbanian

caseIhaveincludedafewadvancedprimaryschooltextsinordertoenrichthe

scopeofthestudy.

TheItalianPerspective

TheItalianpresenceinAlbaniasiphonedfromthestatefargreaterresources

thenthatinotheroccupiedterritories.71Italiannewspapersof1920seemto

70 MassimoBorgogni,Tracontinuiteincertezza,p.74;MarioMontanari,LetruppeItalianein
Albania(anni1914–1920e1939),p.154.

71SeeGiorgioRochat,L’esercitoItalianodaVittorioVenetoaMussolini(1919–1925),p.180,
accordingtowhomitisdifficulttoestimatetheexpense;however,withagooddegreeof
precisionhestatesthatforthemonthofFebruary1920Italywasspending5.5millionlireon
Dalmatia,14.5onAlbania,and4milliononAsiaMinor.Inanotehereportsthataccordingto
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suggestthatthelossofVlorarenderedmanifestthemythofthe‘mutilated

victory’(anexpressioninventedbyD’Annunzio)asmuchasthelossofthe

DalmatianterritoriesthatItalyhadbeenunabletoobtaininthePeaceConfer-

ence.Nationalistandrisingfascistforceswereextremelydisappointedwhenthe

treatyofTiranawassigned.72MussoliniclaimedthatItaly’sprestigewasbeing

profoundlywoundedandthatattacksonVlorawerestimulatedbyforeign

powerssuchasYugoslavia.73On15JulyhewrotethatValonawas‘anotherCa-

poretto,worsethanthefirst’.74On5Augustheaffirmed:‘Consequencesofour

disastermaybeincalculable’,dreadingthatItalyloseauthorityintheregion.75

Thesameday,thenationalistpaperL’IdeaNazionaleopenedwiththeheadline

‘ItalianprestigesacrificedtotheBalkangangs’.76Afewdayslaterinthesame

newspaper,D’Annunzioreleasedastatementdescribinghowthewholeconflict

wasanattempttoemasculatetheItalianpeople.‘Becauseofbeingexpelledfrom

Vlora’,hesaid,‘ItalytodayisagrandsopranochoirofcastratosinaSistine

chapelwithoutMichelangelo’.77Longaftertheconflict,Mussolini’shenchman

DinoGrandiwrotethatVlorawasthegreatesthumiliationItalyhadsufferedafter

Adua.78AftersigningtheTiranatreaty,theItaliangovernmentfeltitnecessaryto

makeanofficialstatementonthewholeaffair.On7August,ForeignMinister

CarloSforzadeclaredbeforeparliamentthat‘weleftVloraafterabrilliantbattle

thatshowedtheAlbaniansthatneverwouldtheymanagetoforceusout’.79

Thelatterrepresentationoftheeventwasproducedinordertopreventfurther

contentionagainstthegovernmentandreducethetraumaticeffectsthatan

unfortunatestruggleagainstapoorlyarmedneighbourcouldhaveonmilitary

institutions.WhenMussolinicametopower,historiographydisplayedacon-

tradictoryattitudetowardtheVloraconflict.Ontheonehand,referencestoit

wereavoided;abookpublishedin1938ontheItalianassaulttroopsArditi,who

hadalsofoughtintheVloraconflict,isperhapsemblematicofthiscensorship,

beingpublishedintwodifferenteditionsinthesameyear.Inthesecond,the

chapterdedicatedtotheVlorafightingwasomittedinitsentirety.80Ontheother

theofficialdocumentsofthetimethesumofexpensesforAlbaniaincludingthewaryears
amountedto1.385million,butthatheconsideredthisfigurefartoolow.

72GabrieleParesce,ItaliaeJugoslavia,cit.,p.152.
73SeeNicolaBonserviziIlRitornodiGiolitti:Albania–Jugoslavia,inIlPopolod’Italia1920,
p.4.

74BenitoMussolini,Popolod’italia15luglio,1920p.1.
75Ibid.AddioValona,5agosto1920p.1.
76FrancescoCoppola,TheItalianprestigesacrificedtotheBalkangangs,IdeaNazionale5
August,p.1.

77L’offertadiD’AnnunzioperladifesadiVlora,inIdeanazionale,10August,1920,p.2.
78DinoGrandi,IlMioPaese,ricordiautobiografici(Bologna:IlMulino,1985),p.309.
79InMarioMontanari,LetruppeItalianeinAlbania,p.230.
80SalvatoreFarina,LeTrupped’AssaltoItaliane,Roma1938,Ied.pp.332–339.
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hand,Italianhistorybooksproducedduringtheventennioarguethatfascism

recoveredtheinternationalprestigethatItalyhadlost.81Theyblamedtheformer

liberalregimeforreducingItalianmilitaryprestige82andthe1919–1922period

waslabelled‘oneofthesaddesttimesforItalianforeignpolicy’.83Condemnation

oftheliberalgovernmentwhosepolicieshadledtothe‘loss’ofVlorawasusedby

thenewregimetolegitimateitself.Italianhistoriographythatdevelopedafterthe

SecondWorldWarhasratherfollowedthefirst,reductive,approach.Thepres-

tigeoftheItalianmilitaryandforeigndiplomacycapabilitiesareaspreciousto

democraticItalyastheyweretothetotalitarianstateoftheventennio.Slightly

moreattentionhasbeendedicatedtotheVloraconflictbyauthorswhoare

openlyinspiredbysocialistideas.ButinthiscasetootheVloraconflictissubject

tointerpretation,andinterpretationscanhavethepurposeofexaltingthemerits

oftheproletarianmovementsorofcriticizingItalianexpansionpolicies.84

HistoricalliteratureusuallyobservesarigoroussilenceontheVloraconflict.85

Fewcluesappearinencyclopedicworks,andanydetailstheydoincludedescribe

theVloraconflictintermsaimedtoprovethattherebellionhadbeensettledby

foreignpowerswhomanipulatedAlbanianpeasants,andthatItaly,inthefaceof

adversity,didnotlosethecitybutdelivereditvoluntarilytotheAlbanians.The

TreccaniEncyclopaedia,whosefirstdirectorwasGiovanniGentile,waspub-

lishedduringthefascistregimeandhasnotmaderevisionstoitssectionsonthe

conflictsinceitsfirstedition:

81SeePietroSilva,IlMediterraneo,dall’UnitdiRomaall’ImperoItaliano,IstitutopergliStudi
diPoliticaInternazionale,Milano1937,p.408.

82SeeIndroMontanelli,AlbaniaUnaeMille,G.B.Paravia&C.,Torino,1939,pp.86–88.
83UmbertoNani,ItaliaeJugoslavia(1918–1928),Libreried’Italia,Milano1928,p.11.
84SeeVittoriaFoa,QuestoNovecento,edizioneridotta(Milano:EinaudiScuola,1998),p.100;
alsoRuggeroGiacomini,LarivoltadeiBersaglierielegiornaterosse:imotidiAncona
dell’estate1920el’indipendenzadell’Albania(Anconaquadernidelconsiglioregionaledelle
Marche,2010);theauthorbeginsbydescribingarobusttraditionofpopularpacifisminItaly
thatbecomesstrongerintimesofconflict,unliketheofficialpacifismwhichtendstodi-
sappearwhenwarbreaksout.Theaversion,hecontinues,tocolonialandimperialisticwar
andthusaffinitytofreedomwarsisinthetraditionoftheItaliananarchist,socialist,com-
munistandworkingclassmovements.Suchtraditionisrecognizableintheoppositiontothe
Africanwars,inthestruggleagainstthewarin1915,andinthemovementviadaValonaof
summer1920thatsupportedAlbanianindependence(pp.13–14).Thisaffirmationislater
contradictedbythedocumentspresentedinthebookasmanysoldierswhoparticipatedin
themilitaryseditioninAnconaon25June,wheninterrogatedbymilitarypolice,declared
thatthemainreasonfortheiropposingdeparturefromAlbaniahadnotbeenpacifismbut
ratherafearofbeingkilledinactionorasaresultofdisease.

85Inparticular:FedericoChabod,L’ItaliaContemporanea1918–1948,EinaudiScuola,Milano
(1961)1994andIndroMontanellieMarioCervi,Storiad’Italiavol.VII1919–1936,RCSlibri,
Milano(1965)2006;bothauthorsavoidanyreferencetoAlbanianandItalianrelations
duringtheyears1918to1920.
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Internationalintrigues,whichmanipulatedtheAlbaniansoulthathademergedfrom

thewarunawareofanyorganizationaleffortsthathadinfactbeentoheradvantage,led

totheVlorainsurrectionagainsttheItalianoccupationofthecity.Havinglostafew

externalpositions,thecityofVloraremainedinItalianhandsuntiltheTiranaprotocol,

[…]determinedtheevacuationofVlorabyItaly,thelatterretainingonlythesmall

islandofSazan.86

LaterItalianencyclopaediastransposeshorterrepresentationsoftheVlora

questionandreferencestotheconflictareavoided.Thisenhancestheprocessof

forgetting,whichindeedcharacterizesmostofItalianhistoriographyinrelation

totheVloraconflict.TheGarzantiencyclopaediaof1976givesthefollowing

description:

AttheoutbreakoftheFirstWorldWar,AlbaniasufferedanewoccupationbyGreeks,

Montenegrins,BulgariansandFrench,whowereattemptingtosplitit,untilJune1917,

whenAlbaniabecameaprotectorateofItaly.Onceindependencehadbeenregainedit

wasadmittedtotheLeagueofNations(1920),anditbecamearepublicunderthe

presidencyofAhmetZogu(1925),whoin1928,withthesupportofItaly,proclaimed

himselfkingandimposedadictatorialregime.87

Referencetoanarmedstruggleisomittedfromthisperspective.TheItalian

presenceinVloraisconsideredsalutaryforAlbaniainspiteofthepresenceof

othernations.TheGrandeDizionarioEnciclopedicoUTETrevealsgreatcon-

fusionconcerningtheeventsanddatesthatarticulatedtheconflict:‘ThePeace

Conferenceof1919reconfirmedthebordersdecidedinLondonin1913,andin

Juneof1920,thelastItalianpresidiuminVlorawaswithdrawn.AnItalian–-

Albanianagreementof2August,1920grantedItalytheoccupationofSazan

Island.’88

ThePiccolaTreccaniof1997revealsthatSforza’sspeechwasmetabolizedby

educationalhistoriography:‘Vlora[…]occupiedbyItaliantroopsfrom1914to

1920,wasanimportantbaseofmilitaryoperationsintheBalkans.InAugustof

1920,theTiranaagreementreturnedVloratoAlbania.’89Heretoo,thereisno

referencetoanarmedstruggle,andtheAlbaniangovernmentseemedtohave

peacefullygainedcontroloverVlora.

Encyclopediaspublishedelsewhereintheworldaremoreopentodescribing

theviolentconfrontations.TheGreatSovietEncyclopediaisafineexampleof

idealizedhistoriography:

86EnciclopediaItalianadiscienze,LettereedArti,Agro–Ammi(IstitutoGiovanniTreccani
MCMXXIX–VII,1929),vol.II,p.120;thisispartoftheentryAlbaniaandremainsun-
changed.

87EnciclopediaEuropea,vol.I(Aachen-Bakuni,Milano,1976),p.220.
88GrandeDizionarioEnciclopedicoA–Anti(Torino:UTET,UnioneTipografico–Editrice
Torinese,1984),p.414.

89LapiccolaTreccani,dizionarioenciclopedico(Roma,1997),p.621.
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ThevictoryoftheGreatOctoberSocialistRevolutioncreatedthepreconditionsforthe

successfulstruggleoftheAlbanianpeopleforindependence.TheAlbanianNational

Congress,whichassembledfromJanuary21to311920,inLushnje,proclaimedthe

independenceofAlbaniaanddeclaredTiranathecountry’scapital.Asaresultofthe

ensuingarmedstrugglethatwasledbythegovernmentcreatedinAlbaniaagainst

feudalseparatistsandforeignoccupiers,inthespringandsummerof1920southern

andsouthwesternregionsofAlbaniawereliberatedfromItaliantroops;90

TherepresentationthatemergesintheFrenchEncyclopaediaUniversalisof1973

issimilartothatofAlbanianhistoriography.TheVloraconflictispresentedas

partofagreaterplanoftheAlbaniangovernmenttoobtainfreedomandin-

tegrity:

(…)L’ItalieprenaitVlora,Sazanetrecevaitmandatsurl’Albanie;lesfrontiresde1913

tainmaintenuesaunordet l’est;lesfrontiressudseraientdterminesplustard,mai

laisseraientsansdouteKorÅaetGjirokasteralaGrce.Cemmorandumdiscrditale

gouvernementprovisoire,quidutdmissionneralasuiteducongrsdeLushnja

(janvier1920).LenouveaugouvernementtransportasonsigeTirana,obtintleretrait

destroupesfranÅaismataunerbelliond’EsatToptanibienttassassin,profitad’une

rvolterussie VlorapourobligerlesItaliens vacuerlepays(saufSazan)etputfaire

admettrel’Albanie laSDN,le17dcembre1920,commeEtatsouveraindansses

frontiresde1913.91

WhileItaliantextbookshardlyprovideanyinformationaboutItalianandAl-

banianrelations,theydoadheretothetraditionofnarrativedefinedbythe

divulginghistoriography.TheCorsodiStoriaauthoredbyPietroSilvawas,ac-

cordingtoDeBernardi,oneofthemostoftenusedtextbooksduringtheven-

tennio.92AftertheSecondWorldWarthelastchapterswereomittedinorderto

avoidanyreferencetothefascistperiod,withtheresultthatthebookcontinued

toenjoyhighpopularitythroughoutthe1950s.93SilvafirstmentionsAlbaniain

theparagraphdedicatedtotheBalkanwars.Heaffirmsthattheexistenceofan

independentAlbaniawasdecidedbytheGreatPowersinLondon,whodidnot

wantSerbia,and–indirectly–Russia,toreachtheAdriatic.94Silvadoesnot

reflectonItalianinvolvementinAlbaniaduringtheGreatWar,andnoreference

totheVloraconflictismade.WhentheauthorillustratesthegainsthatItalywas

grantedbytheLondonTreatyof1915,hedoesnotincludeVloraortheAlbanian

90GreatSovietEncyclopedia,Atranslationofthethirdedition(London:MacmillanEducational
Corporation,1973),p.201.

91EncyclopaediaUniversalis,Vol.I(Paris,1973),p.553.
92DeBernardi,llCanonedellaStoriaContemporaneaneiManualiScolasticidall’Unit alla
Repubblica,p.10.

93Ibid.p.15.
94PietroSilva,CorsodiStoriaperiliceiclassici,iliceiscientificiegliistitutimagistrali,III
(Milano:PrincipatoEditore:1963),p.297.
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mandateinthelist.95However,VloraismarkedasaterritorythatItalywasto

receivefromthattreatyonlyunderthetermsdictatedbythemapreferredtoon

thefollowingpage.

GiorgioSpini’sDisegnoStoricodellaCiviltwaspublishedin1963andis

consideredbyDeBernarditobeanewkindoftextbookwhichwas,unlikeSilva’s

work,freeofideologicalveneercoating.96Thechangeofstyleisnoticeable.While

theauthorrecognizesthatsomerelevantincidentsdidindeedoccurbetween

AlbaniaandItaly,97hisdeductionsminimize,however,themilitaryvicissitudes

andarereminiscentofthespeechesofthe1920newspapers.Hehighlightsthat

neitherAlbanianorDalmatiawereofgreatuseduetothepovertyoftheirnatural

resources.98Hedefinestheconflictasa‘guerrillawarcarriedbygangswhobegan

toattacktheItalianpresidiums’.The‘Albanianproblem’waseventuallysolved

bytheGiolittigovernmentwhomanagednonethelesstoguaranteeItalysu-

premacyovertheAdriaticviapossessionofSazanIsland.99

Whilethe1972textbookforhighschools,StoriaContemporaneabyRosario

Villari,reportsthatItalywastogainVloraaccordingtotheTreatyofLondon,the

bookrefrainsfromgivingtheslightestindicationastohowthatparticular

matterevolved.Itdoesmentionthemythofthe‘mutilatedvictory’andhowit

wasexploitedbytheextremenationalistformations.100However,Villaridoesnot

relatethelattertothemilitaryanddiplomaticexploitsinAlbania,butonlytothe

Dalmatianquestion.Asimilarnarrativeemergesinthe1979textbook,Storiae

StoriografiabyAntonioDesideri.Whiletheauthorrecollectsthatthealliesdid

recognizeItaly’srighttomaintainVlora,101thereisnoreferencetotheconflictof

1920.HestatesthatthePeaceConferencesanctionedAlbaniansovereignty.102In

fact,however,itwastheLeagueofNationsthatfinallyacknowledgedAlbanian

sovereigntyinDecember1920.

AslightnotionoftheVloraconflictisperceptibleinthe1980textbookEle-

mentidiStoria3byAugustoCameraandRenatoFabietti.AsinSilva’stextbook,

theauthorsclaimthatAlbaniawascreatedin1912attheexpenseofSerbia,to

whichthegreatpowersdeniedpossessionoftheAdriaticcoastthatSerbiahad

conquered.ReferencestotheAlbanianproclamationofindependenceare

95Ibid.p.333.
96DeBernardi,IlCanonedellaStoriaContemporaneaneiManualiScolasticidall’Unitalla
Repubblica,p.17.

97GiorgioSpini,DisegnoStoricoDellaCivilt,III,Cremonese(Roma,1963),p.329.
98Ibid.p.330.
99Ibid.p.358.
100RosarioVillari,Storiacontemporaneaperlescuolemediesuperiori(Bari:Laterza,1972),
p.467.

101AntonioDesideri,StoriaeStoriografia3:dalleorganizzazionidelmovimentooperaioalla
crisidelcolonialismo(Firenze:G.D’Anna,1979),p.420.

102Ibid.p.429.
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omitted,andtheformationofthestateisdisplayedasapurelyAustrianaffair

culminatingintheimpositionofKingWilliamofWied.103Whiletheauthorsfail

tomentionAlbaniawhentheydescribetheTreatyofLondon,104theydodedicate

somespacetotheeventsthatfollowed.ThetextbookaffirmsthatanItalian

protectoratewassanctionedbytheParisconference.Infact,Italianshadoc-

cupiedVlorasincetheendof1914anditwastheLondonTreatythatrecognized

thatpossessionasanItalianwargoal.Theauthorsthenclaimthatthemandate

producedaninsurrectionofthelocalpopulation.Thesituationwasresolvedby

GiolittiandForeignMinisterCarloSforza.ThetwowereabletoguaranteeItalian

controloftheOtrantoChannelbykeepingSazanIsland.105

ThewritersoftheManualediStoria,L’et Contemporanea,apopulartext-

bookinhighschoolsanduniversities,however,appeartobeafflictedbycom-

pleteamnesiawhenitcomestoAlbania.ThebookdoesnotrefertoAlbaniaatall,

notevenwhentheTreatyofLondonisdiscussed.106Throughoutall1000pagesof

thevolumethetermVloraappearsjustonce,inthelastchapterinapictureof

half-nakedAlbaniansstrugglingtogetinandoutofanovercrowdedshipnamed,

ironically,Vlora.107Thisexemplifieshowasimpleterm,thecitynameVlora,can

epitomizetwodifferenthistoricalidealities.OntheonehandVloraisthesymbol

ofAlbanianunity,strengthandfreedomwhereItalianswereforcedtowithdraw

fromAlbaniancoasts.Simultaneously,followingtheeventsof1991thatthe

pictureshows,VlorahasalsobecomethesymbolofAlbanianpovertyandfailure

thatrevaluatesItalyasitsnaturaland,aboveall,closesthopeforsalvation.Italian

historiographyhasclearlypreferredtotransposethelatterattheexpenseofthe

former.

ThefinalItaliantextbookinmystudyisIlSensodelTempobyAlbertoMario

Bantipublishedin2008.ThenarrativeoftheAlbanianquestionanditsrelations

withItalyisverysimilartothatoftheothertextbooks.Bantisharestheopinion

thatAlbaniawascreatedattheexpenseofSerbia,thankstothepressuresofItaly

andAustria–HungarywhichdidnotwantBelgradetogettooclosetothe

Adriatic.108HeremindsthereaderthatItalywastoobtainaprotectorateon

AlbaniaandthepossessionofVloraaccordingtotheTreatyofLondon.109He

103AugustoCameraandRenatoFabietti,ElementidiStoria£,L’etcontemporanea(Bologna:
Zanichelli,1980),p.289.

104Ibid.p.300.
105Ibid.p.345.
106SeeAndreaGiardina,GiovanniSabbatucciandVittorioVidotto,ManualediStoria,3.L’et
contemporanea(Roma/Bari:Laterza,1999),p.425.Morerecenteditionsofthetextbookdo
notpresentsignificantchangesinthesection.

107Ibid.p.936.
108AlbertoMarioBanti,IlSensodelTempo3(Bari:Laterza,2008),p.213.
109Ibid.p.234.
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refrainsfromfurtherexplanation,however,regardingthefollowingexploitsthat

determinedtheItalianevacuationofthecoastalcity.

Italianhistoriographyandtextbooksmirrortheperceptionthatgovernments

andscholarsconjointlyimposedontheconflictaftertheTiranaagreement.

TextbooksgenerallydedicatelittlespacetoAlbanianaffairsandtothehistoryof

theirmutualrelations.TheanalysisofthistextbookstudyrevealsthattheItalian

traditionalnarrativeonAlbaniarunsasfollows:Albaniawasmadeanin-

dependentcountryafterthefirstBalkanwarthankstoAustriaandItaly,who

wishedtopreventSerbiafromfindingherwaytotheAdriaticSea.In1915,Italy

obtainedrecognitionofthepossessionVloraandamandateonAlbaniaasa

trophyofwarwiththeTreatyofLondon.In1918thePeaceConferencesanc-

tionedtheapplicationoftheTreatyandItalybegantoofficiallyimposeher

regimeonAlbania.Howeverinthesummerof1920,forreasonsthatremain

unclear,AlbaniangangsbegantoattacktheItalianpresidiumsinVlora.The

mattercametoanendwithminordiplomaticeffortssuccessfullycarriedoutby

GiolittiandCarloSforza.BothwithdrewtheirtroopsfromAlbania,whichafter

allwasofnoeconomicadvantagetoItaly.Italymanagedtokeepthelittleislandof

SazanthatallowedhertomaintainherhegemonyintheAdriaticSea.Noref-

erenceismadetotheAlbaniannationalmovement.ThecapacityofAlbanian

subjectstodecidetheirownfateisreducedtoaminimumandwarilyemerges

duringtheVloraevents,butintheformofaquestionableriotcarriedoutby

gangswithoutclearpoliticalorientationornationalidentity.

TheAlbanianPerspective

TheVloraconflictissolidlyrootedinAlbaniancollectivememory.Apartfroma

greatnumberoffolksongsandlyricalcompositionsthatcelebratetheheroismof

theconflict,110afilmwasalsoreleasedin1977,GunaPrmbiTela,whichde-

scribesinahighlyidealisticfashiontheeventsofwhatAlbanianscallLuftae

Vlors(theVloraWar).HistorianBerndJ.Fischerhasdedicatedanarticletothe

mythizationoftheVloraconflictclaimingthat,althoughAlbania’ssuccessover

Italyincreasedthecollectivemythicalperceptionoftheformer’smilitaryskills,

itultimatelyledtothecomfortabledefeatoftheAlbaniansinthesecondItalian

occupationofApril1939.111Myaimhereisnottodeepentheanalysisofartefacts

110SeeAlbertHabazaj,LokalizimiiKngsEpikeT LuftsSVlors,inGazetaDielli,13
December2013.ForacollectionofmemoirsandsongsrelatedtotheVloraconflictseeMuin
Çami,QemalHaxhihasani,ZihniHaskajandZihniSako(eds.),KujtimedheKngePopullore
perLuftnÇlirimtaretVIteve1918–1920(Tiran:UniversitetiShtetroriTirans,1970).

111BerndJ.Fischer‘PerceptionsandRealityinTwentieth–CenturyAlbanianMilitaryProwess’
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thatprovethemythizationoftheevents,buttounderstandhowhistoriography

worksundertheconstraintsofideology.Undersuchconstraintshistoriography,

justlikeanyotherinstitution,becomesatoolforthelegitimizationofthepo-

liticalsystemwhereitisdeveloped.Byoperatingarbitrarilyontherepresenta-

tionofthefact,historybecomesamythbyemphasizingfactsthathaveastrong

symbolicappealandarethusabletogeneratecollectiveidentificationprocesses.

ThislogicappearsunmistakablyclearinthespeechofEnverHoxhaabove.

UnlikeintheItaliancasewheretheVloraconflictisbarelycited,Albanian

historiographyingeneralandtextbooksinparticularhaveestablishedatradi-

tion(intheGentiliansense)thatplacestheeventswithinthelargerframeof

eventsthatdeterminedAlbanianindependence.

TheVloraconflictisportrayedbyhistoriographyasaresultoftherisingforce

ofthreedifferentlayersofidentity.Thefirst,thedominantone,isthenational

identitythatfosteredtheconstitutionofthestatein1912andclaimeditssov-

ereignty,beginningwiththeLushnjeCongressofJanuary1920.Secondly,it

underscorestheroleplayedbythelocalsouthernorlabidentity.Locals,who

boreallthemilitaryeffort,appearasnaturallygiftedwithaspiritoffreedom,

honour,strengthandnationalpride.Lastly,historianshavehighlightedthewar

asaprocessofraisinganawarenessofsocialclassthatultimatelyinspiredthe

establishmentofsocialism.Thejuxtapositionofdifferenthistoricalissuessuch

asstate-building,nationalfeelingandclassawarenessisbasedmoreontheo-

reticalspeculationthanonempiricalevidence.

TheAlbaniangovernmentformedinLushnjecouldnotdeclarewaronItaly

fortworeasons.Firstitwasnotaninternationallyrecognizedentityand

thereforedidnotpossesstheinterlocutoryauthorityforsuchanact.Secondly,

declaringwaronItalywouldhaveprovokedamoreenergeticreactionnotjust

fromItalybutfromtheGreatPowerswho,asmembersoftheLeagueofNations,

wouldhavebeenobligedtoassistafellow membercountryunderthreat.

However,Albanianhistoriographyadamantlypresentstheconflictaspartofa

largerplanthatwasconceivedbythegovernmentwiththepurposeofobtaining

sovereigntyovertheterritoriesthatforeignarmieshadoccupiedsincetheGreat

War.112Theenactmentofthisplanisprovenbyaseriesofdiplomaticstepsthat

presumablypavedthewaytothearmedshowdown.AccordingtoArbenPutothe

VloraquestionwastreatedinthefirstsessionofparliamentarylifeinAlbania.

Themembersdecideduponundergroundactionviathe‘nationaldefence’

(mbrojtjakombtare)organizationbasedinVlora.113Meanwhile,thegovern-

inStephanieSchwandner-SieversandBerndJ.Fischer(eds.),AlbanianIdentities,Mythand
History,pp.134–142.

112SeeKristaqPrifti(ed.),HistoriaePopullitShqiptarIII1912–1939,p.150;andStefanaqPollo
(ed.),HistoriaeShqiprisIII(Tiran:AkademieShkencave,1984),pp.213–235.

113SeeArbenPuto,ShqipriaPolitike1912–1939,p.267.
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mentofAlbaniamovedthecapitalfromDurrstoTirana.On3Aprilthe

commanderofItaliantroopsinVlorawasaskedtodelivertheciviladmin-

istrationofVloraandGjirokastr;retaliationwasthreatenedshouldherefuse.114

TheItalianresponsewasnegative.LaterinAprilthegovernmentsentitsrep-

resentativeinBelgradetorequestmilitaryanddiplomaticsupportfromYugo-

slaviainordertofightagainstItaly,115tonoavail.116TheAlbaniangovernment

tookactionnevertheless:On17MayItaliansinTepelenawereaskedtodeliver

thetowntolocaladministrators,andtheItaliansrespondedbyopeningfire.117

ThelastdiplomaticeffortensuredtheneutralityoftheGreektroopsonthe

south–easternfrontierviatheKapshticeagreementoflateMay.Theroleofthe

governmentintheconflictwasthusofaintermediarykind,andconsistedin

carryingoutdiscussionswithItalianrepresentatives,butalsoinspreadingwar

propagandathroughoutAlbania.118Finally,theassassinationofEsatPasha119in

ParisandtheannihilationofhisfactionincentralAlbaniaseemedtohave

completedthepoliticalactionundertakeninsupportoftheVloraconflict.

MuinÇamihasclaimedthattheuprisingresultedasaconsequenceofaslow

socialevolutionprocessinAlbaniaintheprecedingyears.Thenationalbour-

geoisiehadincreaseditsranksandwasthefirstclasstoraisethenational

questionandtospreaditamongtherestofthepopulation.120AccordingtoÇami

theVlorawarwasastepping-stonetowardahigher-classconscienceandwas

not,asItaliansargue,alocalinsurgence.121Itwasawarorganizedsimultaneously

onbothalocalandnationalscale,andsoitdeveloped.122ArbenPutoinarecent

workaffirmsthatthewarwasinspiredbythepeasantsandthemiddleclasses.123

Puto’sassessmentisbasedontheopinionsexpressedbyEqerembejVlorawho

wasamemberofthearistocraticfamilythatruledthecityinOttomantimes,and

114SeePaskalMilo,PolitikaeJashtmeeShqipris(Tirane:Toena,2013),p.478.
115SejfiVllamasi,BallafaqimePolitike,p.196.
116MuinÇami,ShqiprianRrjedhateHistoris 1912–1934,p.229.
117Ibid.pp.229–230.
118SeeRomeoGurakuqi,ShqipriadheÇshtjaShqiptarepasluftssParbotrore,Camaj–
Pipa,Shkodr2007,p.229–230.

119EsatPashaToptaniisrecordedamongthemostinfamouscharactersofAlbanianhistoryby
nationalhistoriography.Heisaccusedofmanymisdeeds,includingtheselloutofnational
intereststoSerbsforpersonalgain.Hewasthelastprimeministerinchargebeforethe
countrywasoccupiedbytheHabsburgarmyin1915,whichforcedhimtoflee.In1919he
reachedParisclaimingthatheledtheonlylegitimatedelegationofAlbaniaintheconfe-
rence.HavingmanyloyalsupportersincentralAlbaniaandinShkodrtheTiranagover-
nmentwasforcedtonegotiatewithhim.EsatPashawasshotandkilledon13June1920by
AvniRustemiinfrontoftheHotelContinentalinParis.

120Ibid.p.140.
121Ibid.p.141.
122Ibid.p.150.
123SeeArbenPuto,ShqipriaPolitike1912–1939,p.274.
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thenephewofIsmailQemali(Kemal).Althoughheinitiallythoughtthatfighting

Italianswouldamountto‘suicide’,whenrealityproveddifferent,heaffirmed

thatmilitarysuccesswasprobablyduetothemotivationalfactorsthatanimated

theinsurgents.Buthisremarkshighlightalocalfeatureofthewarinsteadofa

greaternationalcommitment.Theintereststhattheywerepresumablylooking

toprotect,accordingtoEqerembejVlora,appearthoroughlycontingentand

personal:‘Itwastheirwar,itwasthebattlefortheirsocialposition,forthe

properties,fortheirwomen,theirchildren,theirhonourandsurvival’.124

Combat,withrareexceptions,onlyactuallyinvolvedthelocalcommunity,a

factnotdeniedbyAlbanianhistoriography.OnlythepeopleofVloraandits

outskirtsattendedtheBarÅallaconventionof28Maywherethedecisionwas

takentogotowar.Theattackof5Junewasorderedbytheinsurgents’

commanderQazimKoculiwithoutconsultingthegovernmentofTirana.125The

symbolofthewarisalocaldress,theguna,whichisacoatmadeofsheep’sfleece

thatinsurgentspresumablyusedforcrossingthebarbedwirearoundtheItalian

strongholds.Themostfamouswarherobecameamanwhofulfilledthearche-

typeofanemblematiclab,SelamMusai,whocourageouslyledtheattackatthe

ageof76years.HisbraveryisnarratedinlyricalsongsaswellasinthefilmGunat

PrmbiTela.Whatlinkedthelocalpeopledirectlyinvolvedinthewartotherest

oftheAlbanianswasthe‘commonidealofliberatingthefatherlandfromoc-

cupation,thusensuringfullindependenceandtheintegrityoftheAlbanian

state’.126

Thecausalrelationshipthathistoriographyhasestablishedbetweenstate-

making,classawarenessandtheVloraconflicthascreatedasyllogisticex-

planationoftheeventfortextbooksovertheyears.Duringthesocialistperiod,

emphasiswasplacedonthemomentinwhichclassawarenesswasraised,andon

thelocalintoleranceofforeigndomination.TheTiranagovernmentisnot

portrayedparticularlypositivelysince,accordingtotheofficialideological

framework,thepoliticaleliterepresentedtheinterestsoftheretrogradefeudal

society.Moreover,theeventsthattookplaceinAlbaniaaftertheGreatWarwere

anoccasionforcelebratingtheOctoberRevolutionandLeninwhodenounced

andpublishedthesecretTreatyofLondon.Textbooksforhighschoolsfromthe

1960sreportedthat‘theVloraWar,whichpossessesaliberating,popularand

anti-imperialistcharacter,isanotherbrilliantpageinthehistoryofourpeople.

124EqeremBejVlora,Kujtime1885–1925,p.447.
125RomeoGurakuqi,ShqipriadheÇshtjaShqiptarepasluftssParbotrore,p.153–154.
126MuinÇami,LuftaeVlorsLuftaegjithpopullitShqiptar,inMuinÇami(ed.),Kongresii
LushnjesdheLuftaeVlors,p.139.
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Bywinningthewar,thedetestedenemiesoftheAlbanianpeople–theItalian

imperialists–wereexpelledfromAlbanianlands’.127

Inthe1970s,whenAlbaniawasalmostcompletelyisolatedintheinternational

sphere,textbooksemphasizedthecapacityofthecountrytodefendherselffrom

foreigninvaders.In1973,whilethenarrativeformoftheeventwasnotaltered,

theauthorsendedtheparagraphbyadmonishingthat‘thewarofVloramadeit

cleartothechauvinistcirclesoftheneighbouringcountriesthattheirambitions

onAlbaniawouldfacerisingoppositionfromtheAlbanianpeople’.128

Textbooksproducedduringthesocialistperiodreservedfarmorespacefor

theVloraconflictthanbooksinusenowadays.Asitseemsthatthesubjectof

historyhaslostappealinourtimesofpoliticalpluralism,nonethelessthede-

pictionoftheVloraconflictpresentsmanyelementsofcontinuitywiththepast.

TextbooksmayhavelosttheirformerlyflagrantMarxistinterpretations,yetthe

teleologicaltraditionofthenation-statepersists.Thecorrelationbetweenthe

armedstruggleandnationalemancipationissoundlyemphasized.Attentionhas

shiftedfromthesocialconflicttothestate-buildingprocessofwhichtheVlora

conflictisstillportrayedasaneminentexample.InHistoria3forhighschools

(1997),forinstance,theconflictispresentedasa‘movement’thatengagedallthe

people,asmanyAlbaniansfromdifferentregionsofthecountrytookpartinthe

attack.Accordingtothistextbook,theTiranagovernmentevensustainedthe

fightingbyprovidingweaponsandsendingofficers.129

The2003ninth-gradetextbookHistoriaePopullitShqiptar9transposeswhat

maybetermedastheconsolidatedpost-socialistknowledgetraditioncon-

cerningtheVloraconflict.Theparagraphtitled‘LuftaeVlors’statesthatthe

Tiranagovernment,afterfacingtherefusalofItaliantroopstoevacuatethecity,

optedforan‘armedinsurrection’.Italsoclarifiesthatthegovernmentdidnot

sustaintheattackopenly,butprovided‘weapons,soldiers,ammunitions,etc’.130

Theauthorsapparentlysomehowfelttheneedtounderlineattheendofthe

paragraphthatvolunteersfromalloverAlbaniaandeventhediasporapartici-

patedinthewar,andthatthevictorydeterminedtheforfeitureoftheTreatyof

LondonandtherecognitionofindependencebytheParisPeaceConference.131

127 MinistriaeAresimitdheeKultures,DrejtoriaeStudimeveebotimeveShkollore,Historiae
ShqiperiseperShkollateMesme(dispense)(Tirane,1960),p.145;thesamequoteisreported
inthe1962and1965editionsofthesamebookrespectivelyonpp.192–193andp.200.

128SeeKristoFrashriandStefanqPollo,Historiaeshqiprisprshkollatemesme,1sted.
(Tiran:ShtpiaBotueseeLibritShkollor,1973),p.140.

129AdemiMezini,MuharremDezhgiuandJusufBajraktari,Historia3pershkollatemesme
(Tiran:ShtpiaBotueseeLibritShkollor,1997),p.72.

130MyzaferKorkuti,PetrikaThngjilli,GazmendShpuza,FatmiraRama,XhelalGjeÅovi,Ajet
Shahu,AnaLalaj,HistoriaePopullitShqiptar8,ShtpiaBotueseeLibritShkollor,Tiran,
2003p.136.

131Ibid.p.138.
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Averysimilarperceptionistobefoundintheninth-gradebookpublisheda

fewyearslater.Accordingly,theVloraconflictwascausedbyItaly’spersistent

denialtodeliverthecityadministrationtotheTiranagovernment.Thelatter

thenunderstoodthattheuseofweaponswasunavoidable.ThustheNational

DefenceCommitteewascreatedinordertoleadthemilitaryaction.132The

textbookdoesnotexplaintherelationshipbetweenthecommitteeandtheTirana

government;however,thenarrativegivestheimpressionthatthecapitalor-

ganizedtheattackanddeterminedthefateofthecountry.Theparagraphends

affirmingthat‘theeventsoftheVloraWartestifiedtothestrengthoftheunionof

theAlbanianpeoplewhenfacingaforeignthreat’.133Theexercisesectionpro-

videsashortriddleforthestudents:

Luftuammegunambitela,

Edbuamarmikunngaskela,

Ishashtetmedyzetmiliona,

Shqiptartmshfrynesiballona.134

InamorerecenttextbookforhighschooltheVloraconflictisstillpresentedas

theresultofaprecisepolicydecidedbytheTiranagovernmentunderthe

leadershipofPrimeMinisterSulejmanDelvina.Itisinterestingtonotethatthe

nameofAhmetZogolli,atthetimeMinisteroftheInteriorandcertainlyakey

playerinAlbanianinternalpolitics,isnotmentioned.Zogolliisunderaprocess

ofrevisioninAlbanianhistoriography,andtextbooksstillseemreluctantto

mentionhiminapatrioticcontext.Theauthorsofthe2011HistoriaePopullit

ShqiptarXIIclaimthatthegovernment,whichenjoyedthesupportofallthe

Albanianpeople,decidedtoliberateVlorafromItalianoccupation.Afterex-

plainingthereasonforthis,theygoontosaythatthegovernmentdidnotengage

inanopenconflictagainstItaly,butthattheVloraCommitteewascomposedof

volunteersfromallaroundthecountry.Thiscommitteeorganizedthepopular

revoltthatbecameknownasthe‘WarofVlora’.135

Understandingwhatpushedthelocalpopulationtotaketheriskoffighting

theItaliansisoneofthegreatesthistoriographicalchallengesregardingtheVlora

conflict.Historiographyandtextbookshaveuntilnowgivennationalisticrea-

sonsforthis.Theinterestingmemoirsbyaveteran,AgoAgaj,whowrotehis

bookfarfromcommunistAlbaniaandthusoutofreachofitsideologicalcon-

132MyzaferKorkuti,XhelalGjeÅovi,AgronGani,Historia9,Morava,Laprak 2009,p.115.
133Ibid.p.116.
134Ibid.Translation:Wefoughtwithgunaonthewires/wekickedouttheenemyfromSkela[a
neighbourhoodinVlora]/Iwasastatewithfortymillion/AlbaniansdeflatedmeasifIwere
aballoon.Theanswertothisriddleis,ofcourse,LuftaeVlors.

135PetrikaThengjilli,FatmiraRama,AjetShehu,LorencBejko,LilianaGuga,Historiae
ShqiptarveXII(Tiran:Pegi,2011),p.106.
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straints,providevividdetailswhichportraythesociallifeandpsychologyofthe

combatantsinawaythathistoriographydoesnot.Inthepagesofthisbook

AlbanianswhofoughtItaliansappearasethnicallabswhopracticeddivination

rites136andwerestrictlyobservantoflocalcustoms.137Feariscertainlyanele-

mentthatnationalhistoriographyislikelytokeepawayfromthedescriptionof

wareventswherenationalunityisatstake.ButindeedAlbanianswereafraidof

Italians,andthedecisiontofightthemarosefromthefearofbecomingacolony

ofItaly.Agajaffirmsthatitwasdifficulteventofindvolunteerstodeliverthe

ultimatumtoPiacentiniduetothefearofapossibleimmediateretaliationto-

wardsthemessanger.138Albanianhistoriographyhasuntilnowshownlittlein-

terestinthereligiousfeelingthatanimatedAlbaniansintheirstruggles,notjust

inVlora.AccordingtothememoriesofAgajthereligiouselementplayeda

significantpartinmotivatingthecombatants.InBarÅallatheysworeanoathon

theKoranbeforethefight,saying:‘MayitslaymewithallIhavegot’,andthen

holdingthegun:‘Mayitkillmewithaweaponinmyheart’.139Beforeanattack,

theywashedintheriverfearingthat‘therewillbenomuezzintowashusandwe

havetodieclean’.140

Albanianhistorianshave‘cleansed’theVloraWarofelementsthatwould

staintheidealizedimageofafairstrugglefornationalindependence.Agaj

informsus,withoutregret,ofasummaryexecutionofRomapeoplesuspectedof

beingItalianspies.141RomaprostitutesworkingfortheItaliancontingentwere

putativelykilledinanexchangeoffireduringthenightandwereleftunburied

untilAlbaniansorderedItalianprisonerstoburythemappropriately.Thisre-

vealsthatastrongtaboohitrelationswithItalianswhichpreventedAlbanians

fromcomingintocontactwiththeirvictims.Agaj’saccountaddsgrotesque

detailsconcerninga‘littlesuicidalpandemic’,ashedefinesit,whichspreadin

theAutumn,longaftertheendoftheconflict,amongAlbaniangirlsofvillages

whereItaliantroopshadbeenstationed.Theauthorconcludestheparagraph

withthechillingcomment:‘Andsothisnastyproblemwasfinallysolved’.142

AlthoughAgajconsidersthewarasterlingpatrioticfightforthesakeofthe

nationalcause,143hismemoriesrevealthattherelationshipbetweenthewar

136AgoAgaj,LuftaeVlors,Tregiminjpjesmarrsi,p.143.AgoAgajbecameministerofthe
economyduringtheGermanoccupationofAlbaniain1943.XhelalGjeÅovi(ed.),Historiae
PopullitShqiptarVllimiiKatrt1939–1990(Tiran:Toena,2009),p.85.

137AgoAgaj,LuftaeVlors,Tregiminjpjesmarrsi,pp.114–115.
138Ibid.,p.132.
139Ibid.,p.114.
140Ibid.,p.150.
141Ibid.,p.200.
142Ibid.,pp.164–165.
143Intheopeningsectionofhismemoirs,forinstance,wherehecontendsthatthewarwasthe
greatestaccomplishmentofAlbanianssincethetimeofSkanderbeg.Ibid.,p.1.
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committeeandtheTiranagovernmentwerenotassplendidasofficialhistor-

iographyasserts. WhenrepresentativeswenttoTiranaonlyPrimeMinister

DelvinaandMinisteroftheInteriorZogureceivedthemandshowedduerespect

totheguests.Theothermembersofthegovernmentrefrainedfromeveninviting

themtocoffee,whichmeansthattheirmissiondidnotfullysucceedinraising

consentamongAlbanianelites.Inotherwords,eveninTiranaonlyfewAlba-

nianssupportedanattackagainstItaly.Nonetheless,ZoguandDelvinapromised

onlymoralsupport,byindirectmeans,soasnottogiveItalyreasontodeclare

waragainstthewholecountry.144AsfarasthemessagesenttoPiacentinion3

Juneisconcerned,‘ItalycannotforbidthesmallpeopleofAlbaniatodiefortheir

homeland’,Agajwonderswhetherby‘thesmallpeopleofAlbania’theymeant

thewholeofthecountryormerelytheAlbanianslivinginVlora.Hefindsno

answer.145

ThememoirsofAgajopenupaperspectiveontheVloraconflictthatis

invisibleintheofficialhistoriography.Itwouldperhapsbeinterestingtoun-

derstandinmoredepththerelationsbetweenAlbaniansandItaliansduringthe

yearsoftheoccupation,asthiswouldprovideresearchinsightsintotheprocess

ofconflictescalation.Humancontactsbetweenthemilitaryandlocalpopulation,

ratherthanwithinthediplomaticfield,wouldconstituteaninstructivesubject

forresearch.Suchachangeofperspectivemaytellusifandhowhighpoliticsand

propagandaaffectinterpersonalrelationsineverydaylife.Thereasonswhythe

SouthernAlbaniansdecidedtofighttheItaliansareprobablymorelikelytobe

foundinlocalratherthaninhigh-levelpolitics.RelationsbetweenItaliansand

Albanianshadinfactbeenpeacefuluntiltheemergenceofalandlord-tenant

hierarchy.Theriotof28November1919sanctionedtheendofthisrelationship

whenAlbaniansweregivenatasteofcolonialrule.Elitesemergedfromthe

LushnjeCongressandthenestablishedlinkswithlocalleaderssuchasQazim

KoculiandOsmanHaxhi,whomanagedtoinstrumentalizethefearsanddis-

satisfactionofthelocalpopulationinordertoincitetheirattackontheItalians.

AsfarastherepresentationoftheVloraconflictisconcerned,itappearsthat

Albanianhistorianshaveoperatedinmuchthesamewayasagardenerwould

whenworkingwithahedge,cuttingtherawgrowthoftheplantinordertolendit

shapeandharmoniouslymatchadesignedenvironment.TheimageoftheVlora

Warspreadbypropagandaduringthecommunistregimehasnotrecentlybeen

subjecttorevisionbyAlbanianhistoriography.Evenifsomeofthemostxen-

ophobicallegationshavebeenremoved,themythicalattributesofthewarstill

standuntouchedinAlbanianhistorytexts.Ipersonallydoubtthatitwillbe

possibletohaveAlbanianofficialhistoriographypresenttheVloraconflictfree

144Ibid.,p.125.
145Ibid.,p.137.
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ofitsmythicalattributes:theideathatitwasagenuinenationalfightinvolving

theentirenation.Suchrevisionswould meannot merelyremovingex-

aggerationsconcerningnumbersofbelligerentoccupiers,victimsandactsof

heroism,butquestioningtheentirefunctionoftheconflictinrelationtothe

foundationofAlbaniansovereignty.

Conclusion

Mythdefinescollectiveidentityandgivessensetothesocialorder,thusulti-

matelylegitimizingthepoliticalsystemthatgovernstheorder.Fromtheearly

nineteenthcenturyonwards,nationalhistorieshavebecomesacredhistories,

thusassumingtheresemblanceofamythbothinstructureandinfunction,since

historicalspeculationdefinesnotonlylegitimacybutalsoprescribesactionfora

determinantpoliticalconstituency.ThelatterconceptistakenfromMarshall

Sahlin’suseoftheconceptofmytho–praxiswhichimpliesthateventsinvolving

humanrelations,inthiscaseconflictandwar,arealwaysstructuredbycultural

background.Thisbackgroundisdefinedbythemythsoforiginsorbythemyths

entailedinmodernideologiessuchasclass,nationalidentityandsoon.A

dominantideologyandtheincipientmythsthereforenotonlydeterminethe

courseorthedetailsofaneventbutalsoshapeitsinscriptionintohistoriog-

raphy.Ihavenamedthisdoubleconditioningeffectamythicalimperativethat

affectseventsapriori,bydeterminingcollectiveactionandaposteriori,by

shapingthenarrative.Thesecondpartofthisprocessconcernshistoriography

thattransposesarepresentationoftheeventsinordertolegitimizethepolitical

systemthatfollowstheprescriptionsofthedominantideology,whichinturn

definestheintellectualenvironmentwherehistoriographydevelops.ThusAl-

banianhistoriography,heavilyconditionedbyablendofnationalistandMarxist

ideology,haspresentedtheconflictasanethno–nationalstruggleforthe

emancipationofnationalandclassrights.Italianhistoriography,ontheother

hand,hasexploitedtheeventinordertolegitimizeauthoritarianturnsduring

thefascistperiod.Italiansocialisthistoriographyalsousestheeventtoprovethe

positiveincidencesofItaly’sproletarianstrugglesinthefightagainstItalian

imperialisttrends.MystudyalsorevealedthatItalianhistoriographyprefersto

omittheVloraconflictfromhistoryinordertolimitdamagetostatesovereignty

bynotharmingmilitaryprestige.ThedifferencescharacterizingAlbanianand

ItalianperceptionsandrepresentationsoftheVloraconflictarealsovisibleinthe

differentstancestothemanifestationofviolenceasaphenomenonrelatedtothe

conflict.InAlbaniatheeventservedasafoundationmythfortheindependence

ofthecountry,andhistoriographyhasaposteriorimonopolizedtheviolenceon

behalfoftheAlbanianstate.IthasdonesobyexaltingtheroleoftheTirana
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governmentasadeterminantfactorofsuccess.Thiscanbereadclearlyin

Albanianmonographsandhistorytextbooksforhighschooleducation.Onthe

othersideoftheAdriatic,Italiansstillrefusetoacceptthatviolenceduringthe

Vloraconflictwasaproductofthemonopolisticpracticesallegedlyexercizedby

thestate.Rather,responsibilityisattributedbyhistoriansofdifferentideological

backgroundstosingularagentssuchasPiacentini,TittoniorNitti,orpeculiar

andvaguepoliticalcontingenciessuchas‘Italianimperialism’ortheVlora

militaryoccupationalregime,whichdonotrepresentthegenuineorientationof

ItalianpolicytowardsAlbaniawhich,presumably,wascollaborativeinnature.

RecentrevisionisthistoryseemstoconcerneasternEuropeansmorethan

theirwesterncounterparts,especiallywhenitcomestonationalmyths.New

interpretationsaresometimesastonishinglydaringbecause,intheirattemptsto

demystifymythsofnationalidentityforgedbypoliticalregimeswiththeaimof

buildinganationalconscience,theyunderestimatethatsuchmythsareproducts

ofthesamesocialandculturalEuropeanideasaffirmedduringthenineteenth

andtwentiethcenturies,andthatsuchmythsinterdependentlycontra-

distinguishallEuropeanstates.Mythsarethereforefunctionaltotheestab-

lishmentofstatesovereigntybothwithintheboundariesofanationandamong

thelargerinternationalinstitutions;inotherwords,mythsalsoservetoregulate

internationalrelationsandperhapseventoreinforcesomeoftherealisttheories

thatdominatethedebatesoftheIRdisciplinefrombothahistoricalandpolitical

perspective.Ontheotherhand,sincemythsfostercollectiveidentitiesand,in

Europeatleast,supersedethesocialorspatialdomains,theirstudycanhelpus

developahistoriographythatgoesbeyondtheanalysisofsubjectswithintheir

nationalboundariesandamereobservationofinternationalrelationsasifna-

tionsandstates,intheirdifferenthistoricalconfigurations,werediscreteenti-

ties.
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EnriketaPandelejmoni

MythofaLeader:EnverHoxha’sRoleduringtheSecond
WorldWarinContemporaryAlbanianHistoryTextbooks

Theendofthepoliticalandeconomicsystemofsocialismin1992,ofasystem

thathadcontrolledalmostallaspectsoflifeinAlbania,naturallyaffectedmany

domainsofsociety.Thehumanitieswereaffectedbythedramaticallychanged

circumstancesastheyhadtoacertainextentservedtheideologicalneedsofthe

rulingCommunistParty.Historiography,asinotherformersocialistcountries

ofSouth-EasternEurope,hadcertainlybeenoneofthemosthighlyideologized

disciplinesbecauseofitsuseinlegitimizingcommunistruleandthustheclaim

tohistoricaltruth.Theneedtore-writeandre-teachhistorywasaclearresultof

thisnewpoliticaljuncturefollowingthecollapsedEast-WestfrontwithinEurope

in1989.Infact,thisfront,asChristinaKoulouriasserts,washistoriographicalas

wellashistorical.1Thefallofsocialismwasalsoreflectedinthetertiaryeducation

andschoolsector,presentedasthe‘communistlegacy’thatwastobeovercome.

WhencommunismendedinAlbania,are-examinationofsomeofthefounda-

tionalmyths2occurred,aswellastheestablishmentofnewhistoricalagendas.3

ThischapteranalyzestheprincipalinterpretationsoftheroleofEnverHoxha

duringtheSecondWorldWar,andhowhischaracterisdepictedinpost-socialist

historytextbooks.Contentanalysiswillthereforeconstitutetheprimary

methodologicalapproach,bearinginmindtheprocessofde-mythologization4

inpost-socialistAlbanianhistoriography.

1ChristinaKoulouri,‘Introduction’,inCliointheBalkans:ThePoliticsofHistoryEducation,ed.
byChristinaKoulouri(Thessaloniki,2002),pp.15–48.
2BymythsImeanherepresentationsofhistorythatdistortdemonstrablefactsbyideologizing
andlegitimizingthemaccordingtothepoliticalagenda.Ithereforesharethedefinitionof
historydiscourseputforwardbyRolandBarthes(Mythologies1972)as‘alanguagerobbery
thattransformsmeaningintoform’,andthatofJonathanFriedman(Myth,Historyand
PoliticalIdentity2008,p.89):a‘historydiscourseofidentity,consistedofattributingmea-
ningfulpasttoastructuredpresent’.
3BerndJ.Fischer,‘TheSecond WorldWarinAlbania:HistoryandHistoricalAgendas’,in
AlbanischeGeschichte:StandundPerspektivenderForschung,ed.byOliverSchmittandEva
AnneFrantz,SüdosteuropäischeArbeiten,140(München:R.OldebourgVerlag,2009),p.126.
4 Withtheterm‘de-mythologization’IrefertotheideaputforwardbyPlKolstøonveracity
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Iwillbeginbygivinganoverviewofthegeneraldiscoursesonpoliticaland

historicalmyth,focusingontheprocessofhistoryrevisionandthecoredebates

thatarestillongoinginAlbania.Further,theanalysiswillfocusonhowthefigure

ofEnverHoxhaisportrayedinpost-socialistAlbanianschoolhistorytextbooks,

takingintoaccounttheroleofHoxhaduringtheSecondWorldWarandhis

representationinsocialisthistorytextbooksasthemostimportantleaderofthe

anti-fascistandanti-nazimovements.Duringsocialism,Hoxha’sroleduringthe

warwasimbuedwithamythicalessenceanddeemedcrucialforthepolitical

eventstocomeintheaftermathof1945,particularlythebuildingofthenew

socialistAlbaniafrom1945to1985,theyearofHoxha’sdeath.Allthischanged

afterthecollapseofsocialism,andtheprocessofhistoryrevisionbeganbyde-

ideologizingandde-mythologizingHoxha’scharacterasleader,particularlyhis

roleduringthewar.Thischapterwillshowthat,althoughattemptstodecon-

structthemythofHoxhawereespeciallyintensiveintheearlyyearsoftransition,

theoldethnocentricwritingofhistorystillprevailsinthetextbook,andHoxha’s

roleduringtheSecondWorldWaraltersaccordingtothepoliticalstanceofthe

textbookauthor(s).

Theschooltextbooksanalyzedherearethoseofthefourthandninthgradesof

primaryschoolandtwelfthgradeofhighschool,5correspondingwiththena-

tionalhistorypublishedbetween2000and2010.Inpost-communistAlbania,

historytextbookswereusuallywrittenbythesamegroupofauthors,whomight

occasionallyreviseandrepublishtheirtexts,generallymakingonlyveryfew

changestotheoriginalcontent.

RevisionofNationalHistory

Theso-calledresponsibilityofthehistoriantowardshistoricalfactandtocri-

tiqueofthehistoricalandideologicalabuseofhistory,asEricHobsbawn(1994)

haspointedout,isseldompursuedinpost-socialistAlbania.Effortstodecon-

structnationalmythsinthenineteenthandtwentiethcenturieswithinthe

frameworkoftheso-callednineteenth-centurynationalmovementofRilindja

Kombtare6(NationalRenaissance)andduringthesocialistperiodwereusually

andthecorrectargumentationofhistoryasascholarlydiscipline:Kolstø,MythsandBoun-
daries,p.10.
5Tnjohimhistorinepopullitton.PrklasnIVt shkolls8-vjeÅare,V.Kurietal.(Tiran,
2000);Historia4.Profilishoqror,M.Kokurtietal.(Tiran,2003);Historia9,D.Egroetal.
(Tiran,2009);Historiaepopullitshqiptar12,B.Metaetal.(Tiran,2010).
6IsharetheopinionofRigelsHalili,whoconsidersRilindjaKombtare‘anaturalandcon-
cludingphaseofearliersocio-culturalprocessesthatsawAlbaniansemergefirstasanethnic
groupinthe17thcenturyandthenasanationinthebeginningofthe19thcentury.Inthissense,
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metwithhostilityandresistancefrommosthistoriansaswellasthegeneral

public.Thisshowsthattheconstructedfiguresinahistory-makingprocess

aimedatbuildingnationalidentitieshasfoundafootholdinAlbania.Thatthe

emphasisonthenationrendershistorianssusceptibletopoliticalin-

strumentalismisnotseenasaproblem.Manyhistoriansevensharetheexplicit

orimplicitbeliefthattheymustservetheirnation’scause.FewAlbanianhis-

torianshaveemancipatedthemselvesfromsuch‘closed’traditionsthatun-

criticallyhonourpatriotismandideology.Thustraditionaldiscoursesunder-

lyingthenationalhistorieswritteninthenineteenthortwentiethcenturiesare

oftencarriedoverintocurrenthistorycurricula.Moreworryingly,historians

tendtouncriticallyaccepttheconventionsofhistoriographicaltraditionwhile

theyreceivetheirtraining.Radicalre-evaluationandrevisionisteffortshave

oftenbeeninitiatedbyhistorianswhohadbeenwellestablishedduringthepast

regime,andnotbyformerdissidents.Forsomeitwasnotevennecessarytoalter

theirviews;theysimplydroppedtokenreferencestoMarxismorHoxhaism.7

Otherscholarsspectacularlychangeddirectioninordertoavoidcriticismand

foundacceptanceinthenewpoliticalorder. Manyrevisionisteffortshave

thereforenotresultedindevelopinghistoricalknowledge,butratherreversed

thesemanticvalueofcertainhistoricalevents.

Inpost-socialistAlbania,asinotherformersocialiststates,revisionismwas

mostlylinkedtoright-wingforces,asleft-wingideascametobecompletely

discreditedwiththefallofcommunism.Thecharacterofthepoliticalsystem

thereforecontinuestoheavilydeterminethetrajectoryoftheeducationlevel

begunin2013,aprocessinitiatedbyleft-wingforcesandwhichaimstowardsthe

writingofapurelyscientifichistorytextbook.8History-writing,accordingto

oneoftheauthorsofarecenttextbookreview,isconsidered‘anaturalanda

continuousprocess’;especiallyinthecaseofAlbania‘thisprocessrequiresan

equilibrium.Thereisaneedforadepoliticizedhistory’.9Thisreviewprocesshas

provokedseveraldebatesontheneedforrevisionandespeciallyonthe‘ob-

jectivity’oftheexpertsenlistedfortheserevisions,fearingapoliticalagenda

fuellinganalteriormotive.ThedebatesonrevisionsregardingthefigureofEnver

HoxhaandtheeventsoftheSecondWorldWarwereparticularlylively.Revivions

theperiodfromthe1840supto1912wastheendofthelongprocessofnation-formation’.
RigelsHalili,‘“RilindjaKombtare”:TheStorybehindtheNameandtheStudyoftheAlbanian
NationalMovement’,Annuario:TheAlbanianYearbookofHistoricalandAnthropological
Studies,1(2011),pp.36–51.
7Fischer,‘TheSecondWorldWarinAlbania’,p.26.
8InterviewwithPllumbXhufiforTemaNewspaperon16April2014(accessedJune2016):
http://www.gazetatema.net/web/2014/04/16/xhufi-si-do-i-ndryshojme-tekstet-e-historise.
9InterviewwithPaskalMiloforOraNewsTVon7September2014.http://www.oranews.tv/
vendi/milo-te-rishkruhet-historia-duhet-carmatosur-nga-politika.
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ofportrayalsofHoxhahaveprovokedtheharshestreactionsinthemedia;hewas

the‘dictator’ofsocialistAlbaniaandfoundguiltyofpoliticalcrimesbetween

1945and1990.10A‘realisticdepiction’oftheeventsandofHoxhahimselfseems

tobethefinalchallengefacingbothAlbanianhistoriansandAlbanianlearnersof

historyasasubjectinbothprimaryandsecondaryschool.

PoliticalandHistoricalMyth

BotticiandChallandsuggestthatwhatrendersamythspecificallypoliticalisnot

itscontent,butrathersomethingintherelationshipbetweenagivennarrative

andthewayinwhichitcancometoaddressthepoliticalconditionsofagiven

group.11BysupportingBlumenberg’sphilosophicalreflectionsonmyth,Bottici

andChallandunderstandpoliticalmythasthecontinualprocessofworkona

commonnarrativebywhichthemembersofasocialgroupcanprovidesig-

nificancetotheirpoliticalconditionsandexperience. Whatrendersamyth

specificallypolitical,then,isnotthepoliticalcontentofthestorythatittells,but

thefactthatthestorythatittellscomesto‘makesignificance’(Bedeutsamkeit)of

thespecificallypoliticalconditionsforacertainsocialgrouporsociety.12Thus,

eitheranarrativecanrespondtothisneedforsignificance(Bedeutsamkeit)fora

givengroupandaccommodatethenewcircumstancesbyallowingvariantstoits

narrativecore,oritsimplyceasestoworkasamyth.13Inordertocatchthe

specificallypoliticalconnotationsofamyth,Botticiarguesthatwemustlookat

the‘workonmyth’asawhole.Indealingwithpoliticalmythitisnotonlyatthe

productionofmyththatwemustlook,butalso,andforemost,atitsreception.14

BarthesinhisMythologiesarguesthatmythsareaformofideologicaldis-

tortionofrealityand,inparticular,onethatpresentsthatwhichisaproductof

10CurrentexamplesofthesereactionstorevisionsconcerningthefigureofHoxhaarethe
debatesamongFatosLubonjaandPaskalMilo.See:‘PsedhesieduanEnverHoxhn’:http://
www.panorama.com.al/2014/09/15/lubonja-kunder-milos-per-rishkrimin-e-historise-pse
-dhe-si-e-duan-enver-hoxhen;‘Rishkrimiihistoris,LubonjakundrMilosprroline
EnverHoxhs’:http://www.oranews.tv/vendi/rishkrimi-i-historise-fatos-lubonja-kunder-
paskal-milos-per-rolin-e-enver-hoxhes,‘PrincLeka:PaskalMiloidhtarikomunizimit,
s’mundtrishkruajhistorin’:http://lajmepolitike.com/princ-leka-paskal-milo-idhtar-kom
unizimit-smund-te-rishkruaje-historine.

11ChiaraBotticiandBenotChalland,‘RethinkingPoliticalMyth:TheClashofCivilizationsas
aSelf-FulfillingProphecy’,EuropeanJournalofSocialTheory,9/3(2006),pp.315–336;here,
p.317.

12ChiaraBottici,APhilosophyofPoliticalMyth(NewYork:CambridgeUniversityPress,2007),
p.180.

13BotticiandChalland,‘RethinkingPoliticalMyth’,p.318.
14Bottici,APhilosophyofPoliticalMyth,p.181.
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contingencyasnaturalandthereforeeternal.15AccordingtoFriedman,historyis

alwaystheorganizationofthepastintermsofapresentsituation;thepastis

alwaysconstructedaccordingtotheconditionsanddesiresofthosewhoproduce

historicaltextsinthepresent.Thus,historyisamythicalconstructionbecauseit

isalwaysarepresentationofthepastsubordinatedtotheestablishmentofan

identityinthepresent.Anobjectivisthistorymustnecessarilybeproducedin

thecontextofacertainkindofselfhood,namely,onethatisbasedontheradical

separationofthesubjectfromanyparticularidentity,andthatobjectifiesand

textualizesreality.16

ForBotticitheappearanceofpurelypoliticalmythsisatypicallymodern

phenomenon.Whilepoliticalmythsarehardlydistinguishablefromreligious

mythsinarchaicsocieties,inmodernsocieties,withtheseparationofpolitics

fromitsreligiousanchorageontheonehandanditsdemocratizationonthe

other,theroleofspecificallypoliticalmythsbecomesconspicuous.AsSorel

argues,whenitcomestoexplainingtypicallymodernphenomenasuchasmajor

socialmovements,thefactthatthepeopleparticipatinginthemrepresenttheir

actionintheformofgrandnarrativesthatdepicttheirownsuccessbecomesso

evidentthatthereseemstobelittleneedtoinsistontheroleofpoliticalmyth.17

GeorgeSchöpflininhisinterpretationofnationalmythembracedacollec-

tivistapproach,assertingthat:

mythisoneofthewaysinwhichcollectivitiesestablishanddeterminethefoundations

oftheirownbeing,theirownsystemsofmoralityandvalues.Thereforemythisasetof

beliefs,usuallyputforthasanarrative,heldbyacommunitybyitself.Centrallymythis

aboutperceptionsandnothistoricallyvalidatedtruthsaboutthewaysinwhichcom-

munitiesregardcertainpropositionsasnormalandnaturalandothersasperverseand

alien.18

MircheaEliadearguesthat,infolkrepresentationsofthepast,concreteevents

aresubsumedunderpoeticcategoriesandparticularhistoricalpersonagesare

assembledintoarchetypesofheroes.19Nevertheless,historicalnarrativeisan

ever-changingnarrativebeingdisposedtoaprocessofreinterpretation.As

Smithasserts,acommunalpastisconstantlybeingreconstructedinresponseto

newneeds,interestsandperceptions.20AsSchöpflinargues,mythestablishes

15RolandBarthes,Mythologies(NewYork:HillandWang,1972),p.124.
16JonathanFriedman,‘Myth,History,andPoliticalIdentity’,CulturalAnthropology,7/2
(1992),p.194.

17Bottici,APhilosophyofPoliticalMyth,pp.6–7.
18GeorgeSchöpflin,Nations,Identity,Power(London:Hurst&Company,2000),p.80.
19 MirceaEliade,TheMythofEternalReturn:CosmosandHistory(Princeton:Princeton
UniversityPress,1991),p.43.

20AnthonyD.Smith,MythsandMemoriesoftheNation(Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress,
1999),17.
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coherenceandcreatesthought-worldsthatappearclearandlogical.Itsimplifies

andorderstheenvironmentinsuchawayastomakesenseofitforcollectiv-

ities.21Mythcanintensifycommunicationwithinthecommunity,easingthe

transmissionofthemessagesfromtherulerstotheruledandimprovingtrust

betweenthem.Historicalmythoverridesandenablesustoshapesocialmemory.

Mythcanmakecertainpartsofmemorysalientandconveyanewunderstanding

ofthem.Atthesametimeitcanexcludesomeeventsfrompublicdiscourseand

evenblockacknowledgementsthatcertaineventsactuallytookplace.

HistoryTextbooksandtheMythsurroundingHoxha

EnverHoxhaasFirstSecretaryoftheAlbanianCommunistParty(laterLabour

Party)wasboththeprincipalsubjectofsocialistAlbanianmyth-makingand–at

thesametime–himselftheprincipalmyth-makerandauthor(oratleastthe

guidingspirit)oftheessentialtextofAlbanianMarxism-Leninism.22According

tothemythdevelopedduringHoxha’sownlifetime,hehadthusbeentheguiding

politicalgeniusoftheanti-fascistresistancetotheItalianandlaterNazioccu-

pyingforces.23

Logically,afterthefallofcommunism,depictionsofHoxhainAlbanian

schooltextbookschangedsignificantlyfromthoseadvocatedduringthecom-

munistperiod.Intheframeworkoftheprocessofnationalhistoryrevision,the

mythsurroundinghisreputationasthebuilderofthe‘newsocialistAlbania’,a

rolehefirstassumedduringtheSecondWorldWar,wasthusdemythologized.As

Fischerasserts,revisionswouldfirstandforemostrequirethetextbooksto

debunkEnverHoxhaandthehistoricalpillaruponwhichhispowerwasbuilt.

Thiswouldincludetherehabilitationofotherhistoricalfiguresandevents,in

particularthosefromtheSecondWorldWarsincethiserawasconsideredtobe

oneofthemostpoliticized.24

Inacademia,onetopicofheateddebatewasthatofdepictionsoftheSecond

WorldWar,whichwouldrequirerevisionsinaccordancewiththenewtrends.

Amongstotheraspects,thisprocessincludedreplacingtheoldcommunist

21Schöpflin,Nations,Identity,Power,p.84.
22 M.J.AlexStandish,‘EnverHoxha’sRoleintheDevelopmentofSocialistAlbanianMyths’,in
AlbanianIdentities:MythandHistory,ed.byStephanieSchwandner-SieversandBerndJ.
Fischer(Bloomington&Indianapolis:IndianaUniversityPress,2002),p.116;Michael
Schmidt-Neke,‘ZwischenKaltemKriegundTeleologie:daskommunistischeAlbanienals
ObjektderZeitgeschichtsforschung’,inAlbanischeGeschichte:StandundPerspektivender
Forschung,ed.byOliverSchmittandEvaAnneFrantz,SüdosteuropäischeArbeiten,140
(München:R.Oldenbourg-Verlag,2009),pp.131–48;here,p.135.

23Standish,‘EnverHoxha’srole’,p.116.
24Fischer,‘TheSecondWorldWarinAlbania’,126.
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historiographywiththenewanti-communistversion.Buttheoldwayofwriting

andanalyzinghistoricaleventsremainedthesame.Inthepost-socialistperiod

mostofthehistorytextbooksforpre-universitylevelstillmaintainedtheir

narrativeanddescriptivecharacter,farfrombeingofepistemologicalcharacter.

Mostofthetextbookauthorsmaintainedtheir‘politicallycorrect’position.The

textbooksaremostlyfactuallydescriptiveaccountsofpoliticalandmilitary

eventswithoutanyevaluationorvaluejudgments.Thisbecausethetextbooks

arecloselyrelatedtohistoriographicaltradition,academichistoryandre-

search.25Sometermsusedtodescribehistoricaleventsreflectcertainnegative

attitudesoftextswrittenduringthesocialistperiod.Thisisthecasefortheterms

‘traitors’,or‘exploiters’,forexample,whicharestillusedintextbooks:

HeavilyarmedItalianfascistsaidedbythecountry’straitorsoccupiedAlbania.The

occupiers’aimwastoseizethecountry’snationalwealthanduniteitwithfascistItaly.

Theywantedtoannihilateitslanguageandcustoms.26

Thisparagraphwastakenfromthehistorytextbookforfourthgradeofprimary

school,publishedin2000,wheretheoldethnocentrichistoricalnarrativeused

duringsocialismcontinues,asitdoesincurrenttextbooks.Theparagraphis

filledwithmetaphorsandnegativedescriptionsofthe‘other’orofthe‘enemy’.

Suchtexts,whichapparentlyseektocausesufferingtoacollectivegroupcon-

stitutewhatVamikVolkanhascalledthepoliticalmythof‘chosentrauma’,inthe

formofintergenerationaltransmissionsofpasttraumaticevents.Thechosen

traumabecomesasignificantmarkerforthein-groupidentity.Furthermore,it

maycreateafoundationforthesociety’sdevelopmentofanexaggerateden-

titlementideologythat,undernewhistoricalsituationssuchasathreattoa

group’sidentity,canbemanipulatedbypoliticalleaderstodevelopnewpolitical

programmesand/ortakenewactionsupportedbythisideology.27Intheactual

textbookonecantracefurtherthe‘mythofthevictim’,whichwaswidelyde-

velopedduringHoxha’stime.ThefamousHoxhaquote:‘shqiptartekanÅarr

rrugnehistorismeshpat ndor’(Albanianshavemovedthroughhistory

swordinhand)describesperfectlythelevelofparanoiathatheldforceduring

Hoxha’sregime,whichcertainlycontributedtorenderingAlbaniaoneofthe

world’smostisolatedcountries.Accordingtothis‘victim’myth,Albanianshave

protectedtheirnationalidentitythroughwarsanduninterruptedinsurrections

25OliverSchmitt,‘Vorwort’,inAlbanischeGeschichte:StandundPerspektivenderForschung,
ed.byOliverSchmittandEvaAnneFrantz,p.8.

26VilsonKurietal.,T njohimhistorin epopullitton.PrklasnIVt shkolls8-vjeÅare
(Tiran2000),p.98.

27www.vamikvolkan.com/Chosen-Trauma,-the-Political-Ideology-of-Entitlement-and-Violen
ce.php(accessed26January2015).
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againsttheircountry’senemies.28Currenttextbooksfrequentlyusethemythof

victimizationandoffreedom.Childrenandlearnersaretaughtthat:

Theantifascistnationalliberationwarwasledbythenationalideologyandbytheideas

ofnationalliberation.Itaimedtowardstheexpulsionofforeigninvaders,theliberation

ofthecountry,therestorationofnationalindependenceandthebuildingofthenew

democraticAlbania.29

Intextbookscurrentlyinuse,wecanalsofindwhatKoulouricalls‘neutral’

schoolhistory–ahistoryofomissionsandsilences.Ratherthanpresentnegative

orpositiveimages,textbooksrefrainfromcomment.30Thisisalsothecasefor

EnverHoxha’srepresentationinschooltextbooksofthetransitionalperiod,

whereinmostcaseshisnameappearsinthecontextofthemainfigureofthe

nationalantifascistandliberationmovement.31Therearecaseswherehisnameis

notmentionedatallinthehistorytextbooks,butinsteadhispictureisshownin

thepagemargins.32InHistoria9fortheninthgrade,asectionontheformation

oftheAlbanianCommunistParty(hereafterACP)presentsapictureofEnver

Hoxhapositionedontheright-handedgeofthepageand,althoughhewas

presentatthemeeting,thereisnowordonhimorotherAlbaniancommunists.

InsteadwearegiventhenamesofbothYugoslavianemissarieswhoparticipated

inthemeetingbycoordinatingtheagreementbetweenAlbaniancommunist

groupsandcontributinginsightsfromtheYugoslavianexperience.Similarin-

formationonthecreationoftheACP,inanabbreviatedform,isgivenintheother

textbook,Historia9,wherethelearnersaregivenonlythenamesofbothYu-

goslavianemissaries.33InterestingisthatinHistoriaeshqiptarve1234forthe

twelfthgradetheinformationontheformationofAlbanianpartiesremains

superficialandthenameofEnverHoxhaasFirstSecretaryoftheACPisnot

given.InsteadthetextmentionsthattheformationoftheACPwasaresultofa

meetingofthethreecommunistgroups,inwhichthetwoYugoslavianemissaries

alsotookpart.InpresentingtheaimsoftheACPduringthewar,theauthors

assumeratheraleftistpositionbyemphasizingthejoiningofthepeoplearound

thisparty,withaviewtotheliberationofthecountry.

ThethreeAlbaniancommunistgroupsofKorÅa,ShkodraandtheYouthheldameeting

fortheirunionfromNovember8thto14th1941inTirana.Attheirrequest,tworepre-

sentativesoftheYugoslavianCommunistParty,MiladinPopovicandDushanMugosha,

28HansUlrichLempert,‘QasjedheÅshtjethulumtimitbashkkohormbinacionalizminn
Shqipri’,Prpjekja32–33(2014),pp.263–282;herep.273.

29MyzaferKokurtietal.,Historia4.Profilishoqror(Tiran2003),p.281.
30ChristinaKoulouri,‘Introduction’,inCliointheBalkans,p.33.
31B.Metaetal.,Historiaepopullitshqiptar12,(Tiran2010),p.142.
32NeritanCekaetal.,Historia9(Tiran,2009),p.106.
33 MaringlenKasmiandBernardZotaj,Historiaepopullitshqiptar9(Tiran2009),p.104.
34PetrikaThngjillietal.,Historiaeshqiptarve12(Tiran2011),p.126.
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participatedinordertohelpovercomethedisputesamongthecommunistgroups.The

meetingdecidedtheformationofthepartyanddrewupanactualpartyprogramme.

Twotaskswereoutlined:theliberationofthecountryfromtheinvaders,inordertore-

establishnationalindependence,andtheestablishmentofademocraticregimeafter

thewar.Thiswouldbeachievedbyjoiningthepeopleregardlessoftheirreligion,origin

andideas,incollaborationwithotherpoliticalforcesandtheantifascistallies.35

Thesame‘silent’versionofhistoryischosenbytheauthorsoftheothertextof

Historia12forthetwelfthgrade,which,whendescribingtheformationofACP,

givesnodateofformationbutinsteadmentionsattemptstomobilizethepeople

andguerrillaunitsagainstfascistaggressionwithinthecountry.36

Anothertextbookforthetwelfthgrade,Historiaeshqiptarve12,does

mentionthenameofEnverHoxhaasaparticipantinthemeetingandalso

providesbriefinformationonhispoliticallife.37Anothertextbookbythesame

authors,Historia12,whichservesasanoptionalsubjectforthetwelfthgrade,

ratherchosesnottomentionEnverHoxhabynameintheentiretextbook,only

providingaphotographofhimtakenafterthewarduringthePeaceConference

inParis.38

Anotheraspectofhistorytextbooksisthatofa‘newpro-Europeanhistory’or

‘newpro-Westernhistory’producedbyscholarsafter1991.Thiscould,forex-

ample,betracedinthepagesexplainingtheanti-fascistresistanceoftheAlba-

nianpeopleandpoliticalparties.

TheantifascistandnationalliberationwaroftheAlbanianpeoplewaspartoftheglobal

antifasciststruggle.Albaniafromitsbeginningwasaworthymemberoftheglobal

antifascistcoalition,whichwasledbythethreeGreatAlliedPowers:theSovietUnion,

USAandEngland.Attheendofthewar,Albanialinedupbesidethewinners,besidethe

GreatAlliesandtheothercountriesoftheantifascistcoalition,whichhadprovidedhelp

forthecommoncause,thatofthedestructionoffascism.39

Thisnew‘pro-history’isproducedbytheoldgenerationofhistoriansandthe

languageusedtodemonstratethisnewattitudeinthetextbooksisratherpe-

culiar;itappearstoconstituteakindofvestigeadvocatedbyanoldergeneration

ofacademics.

35Ibid.
36Historiaepopullitshqiptar12,Metaetal.(Tiran2010),p.142.
37MenduhDrgutietal.,Historiaeshqiptarve(Tiran2011),p.109.
38MenduhDrgutietal.,Historiaeshqiptarve.Mezgjedhjetdetyruar(Tiran2011),p.118.
39 M.Kokurtietal.,Historia4.Profilishoqror(Tiran2003),p.281.
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EnverHoxhaduringWWII

Ingeneral,themajorityofhistorytextbooksinusenowadaysgiveonlyverybrief

informationonEnverHoxha.Insomeofthetextbooksheisdepictedfirstlyasa

participantintheformationoftheACPinNovember1941andthenasthe

politicalcommissaryoftheAlbanianPartisanArmy(UNÇSH),andlateras

CommanderinChiefandPrimeMinisterofthedemocraticgovernmentasof

October1944followingthesecondmeetingoftheNationalAntifascistand

LiberationFront.

Reviewingseveralschooltextbooks,Ihaveidentifiedtwotendenciesinde-

pictionsofHoxhaduringtheSecondWorldWar.Bothtendenciesappearpo-

liticallymotivatedandlackacriticalanalysisoftheevents,mostlyproviding

narrativesandportrayalsinaccordancewiththetextbookauthor’spolitical

stance.Thefirstistheso-called‘left-wingacademicposition’,accordingto

whichEnverHoxhaisdepictedasaneutralfigureduringthewarandismen-

tionedinconnectionwiththeissuesregardingtheformationoftheACP,aparty

towhichthisgroupofhistoriansattributesthemainroleinleadingtheanti-

fascistmovementandstruggle.40

EnverHoxhaismentionedastheleaderoftheACPonlyafterMarch1943(the

firstACPmeeting)andisdepictedasbeingautomaticallyassignedthemain

leadershiproleoftheleftistmovement.41Thisgroupofauthorsgiveaninter-

estingexplanationforthecancellationoftheMukjaAgreementbetweentheACP

delegatesandBalliKombtardelegates:thattheACPrenegedonthisaccord

becausetheoppositionpartyBalliKombtarthreatenedtheACPfuturerolein

thecountryenvisagedforafterthewar.EnverHoxhaisnotmentionedatallin

thisissue,althoughhewasthepartyleaderatthetime.42

ThedateoftheliberationofAlbaniafromtheNazisisoneofthegreatest

polemicissuesofpost-socialistdiscourse,adetabeequallyreflectedinschool

historytextbooks.Accordingtothe‘left-wingacademic’position,Albania’s

liberationdatewasNovember29th1944,thedayonwhich‘thepartisansentered

thecityofShkodraaftertheGermanshadwithdrawn’.43Asafinalresumeofthe

entirewartheleftiststeachlearnersthat‘theantifascistandnationalliberation

strugglewasawarofliberation,apopularrevolution,organizedandledbythe

ACP’.44

Thesecondtrendinthetextbooksistheso-called‘right-wingacademicpo-

sition’,whichnotsurprisinglyrepresentsthethoughtandreflectiononthewar

40 M.Kokurtietal.,Historia4.Profilishoqror(Tiran2003),pp.257,270,280–281.
41Ibid,p.257.
42Ibid,p.265.
43Ibid,p.280.
44Ibid,p.280–281.
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periodoftheright-wingpoliticalforcesinpost-socialistAlbania.Particularly

strikinginthetextbooksisthenominationoftheanti-fascistresistanceasa

‘liberationstruggle/war’againsttheItalianandNaziaggressors,45contrarytothe

nationalantifascistwarofliberationasitisdescribedbytheleftistposition.46

ThereisnowordinthemaintextontheformationoftheACPanditsleadership;

instead,informationonitsformationandaimsareofferedasasupplementinthe

pagemargins.47Hoxhaismentionedonlyasthepoliticalcommissaryofthe

militaryheadquartersoftheliberationarmyandcriticizedasresponsiblefor

denouncingtheMukjeAgreement,cancelledunderthepressureoftheYu-

goslavianemissaries.48Accordingtothisstancethisactiontakenworkedagainst

theunificationofAlbaniansatthatdelicatemomentofwar.49Thisright-wing

groupofauthorsarguethat,fromthecancellationoftheMukjaAgreementin

August1943onwards,inacountryfightingawaragainsttheNazis,acivilwar

wasalsobeingwagedbetweenthepartisans,ledbytheACPfromtheoneside,

andthe‘nationalistforces’(BalliKombtarandLegaliteti)fromtheother.This

civilwar,thetextbookcontinues,wasstartedbythepartisansandtheACPwitha

viewtorisingtopoweraftertheendofthewar.50

Thedisputableliberationdate,accordingtotheright-wingauthors,was28th

November,inwhichtheNaziarmywithdrewandthepartisansenteredthecityof

Shkodra.Followingthisargument,theseauthorsalsoexplaintothestudents

that,ayearaftertheliberationofAlbania,thisdatewaschangedfrom28thto29th

ofNovemberforpoliticalreasons(theinfluenceofYugoslaviauponAlbania)on

November9th1945.51Finally,thisgroupofauthorscriticizetheACPforitsefforts

toseizepowerbywagingwaragainstotherpoliticalforces,thusseekingto

establishacommuniststateafterthewar.52

Conclusion

Intheintroductiontoherbook,AlbanianIdentities:MythandHistory,Ste-

phanieSchwandner-Sieverssummarizesthe‘postmodern’writingofhistoryin

South-EasternEuropeasnationalistic.Theprevalenceofnationalisminany

form(includingnationalhistoriography)isexplainedintermsofhistorical

45B.Metaetal.,Historiaepopullitshqiptar12(Tiran2010),p.141.
46 M.Kokurtietal.,Historia4.Profilishoqror(Tiran2003),p.257.
47B.Metaetal.,Historiaepopullitshqiptar12(Tiran2010),p.142.
48Ibid,p.145,148.
49Ibid,p.145.
50Ibid,p.147–148.
51Ibid,p.151–152.
52Ibid,152.
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specificityandcommonalitywithintheBalkans,andthecircumstancesofeach

particularhistoricalmovement.53

Incontrasttothesocialistperiod,whereEnverHoxhawastheprincipalfigure

intheprocessofmyth-making,inthenewsocialistAlbaniahewasthekeyfigure

uponwhomfoundationmythswerefounded.Accordingly,thepost-socialist

periodinitiallysawattemptstore-examinethefigureofHoxhawithinthe

frameworkoftheprocessesofde-mythologizingandde-ideologizingnational

history.ButIwouldarguethat,althoughattemptsweremadetodeconstructboth

hisownmythandthosebuiltbyhim,stilltheoldtraditionalnationalisteth-

nocentrichistoriographywithitsnarrativestyleprevailed.Theschooltextbooks

continuedtoupholdanideologicalinfluencedependingonthepoliticalagenda

oftheday.Historynarrativeshavethusshiftedseveraltimesbothtotheleftand

totheright.Thewritingofhistoricaleventsand,inthiscase,ofHoxha’scon-

tributiontotheeventsofWWIIinAlbaniaasrepresentedincurrenttextbooks,

resemblesthephenomenonattributedtoFriedmanabove.Especiallyinthe

frameworkofthe‘altertext’54option,learnersreaddifferentvariantsofthesame

history,dependingonwhohaswrittenit.

Incurrenttextbooks,EnverHoxha’sroleduringthewarisanever-changing

narrative,constantlybeingrevisedorreinterpretedaccordingtothepolitical

viewsofthetextbookauthors’.Hisfigurethusappearsincertaintextbooksasthe

leaderofthepartisansorcommunists,whileinothersheisnotevenmentioned

atall.Inthelattercases,Hoxhaappearseithernon-existentorunimportantfor

theeventsofthewar,andlearnersaredeniedaccesstoknowledgeabouthimor

factsrelatingtoeventsinwhichheplayedakeypart.Ibelievethatthereisaneed

foracriticalandapoliticalre-evaluationofHoxha’sroleduringthewar,and

indeedaportrayalthatdoesnotavoidmentioninghim.
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EnisSulstarova

ExaminingtheMeaningsandUsesof‘Civilization’in
AlbanianHistoryTextbooks1

Thereisnodocumentofcivilization

whichisnotatthesametime

adocumentofbarbarism.

WalterBenjamin

Introduction

Theconceptof‘civilization’isthekeyorganizingprincipleofanewgenerationof

worldhistoryschooltextbooksincontemporarypost-communistAlbania.Itis

employedasawaytouniteintoasinglenarrativetheentireprogressofhu-

mankind,fromitsprehistoricalbeginningstotheformationofwhatthetext-

bookscall‘worldcivilization’.Thispaperexaminesthetensionbetweenthe

descriptiveandnormativeusesofthetermintheseworldhistorytextbooks.The

hypothesisofouranalysisisthatalthoughthereisaneffortinthenewtextbooks

toexpandpupils’knowledgeofnon-Westernpeoples,theEurocentrismofthe

mainnarrativeremainsasstrongasinoldertextbooks.Westerncivilizationis

presentedasthe‘highest’,ifnottheonlytruecivilizationoftheworld,andis

sanitizedofalltracesofthehistoricalphenomenaofWesterncolonialismand

imperialism.

Althoughhistorytextbookstakethepastastheirsubject,thewayinwhicha

nation’spastisnarratedreflectstheoutlookandthevaluesofasociety’spresent:

howitnowseesitself,itspast,anditsaspirationsforthefuture.Textbookscanbe

considered‘asociety’sofficialmemory.Theydepictwhattheadultgeneration

wishestopassontothenext’.2Assuch,thischapterarguesthatthesetextbooks’

1ResearchforthispaperwascarriedoutattheGeorgEckertInstituteaspartofaresearch
projectonAlbanianhistorytextbooksfinancedbyaMarieCurieFellowshipfromtheGerda
HenkelFoundation.Iamgratefultobothinstitutionsfortheirsupport.Iparticularlywishto
thankProfessorEckhardtFuchsforhiscommentsonanearlierdraftofthispaper.
2FalkPingel,‘EasingTensionsThroughTextbookResearchandTextbookComparison:What
MeasurescanbetakentotheBalkanregion?’,in:UNESCO(ed.),DisarmingHistory.Inter-
nationalConferenceonCombatingStereotypesandPrejudiceinHistoryTextbooksofSouth
EastEurope,Visby,Gorland(Sweden),23–25September1999,p.40.
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presentationofliberalWesternsocietyastheculminationofworldcivilization

hasbeenconceivedasawaytoinstillinAlbanianstudentsliberalandWestern

values.ThiscomesatatimewhenthecountryhasjoinedNATO,andappliedfor

membershipoftheEuropeanUnion.Howeverthepromotionofsuchvaluesis

achievedattheexpenseofacriticalawarenessofthewrongsandsufferingsthat

thespreadofWesterncivilizationhascausednon-Europeanpeoplesthroughout

history.Inthisway,thehistorytextbooksofworldcivilizationmaycultivatein

studentsathoroughlyahistoricalattitude,whichallowsforthemisuseofhistory

intheserviceofpresentconcerns.

Themethodusedintheresearchforthispaperisqualitativediscourse

analysis(orcontentanalysis).Thismethodattemptstoidentifytheinformation

thatcirculatesatacertainplaceandacertaintime,andtoexploreboththe

contextsofpowerwhichhavemadepossibletheproliferationofsuchin-

formation,andthepowereffectsthatitgenerates.Inadiscoursethereisakindof

orderofknowledge,whichabsorbsandcreatescertainjudgementsorunitsof

informationwhilerejectingothers3.Discoursesthusdisciplineknowledgeand,

assuch,theyconstituteactsofpower.Theintroductionoftheconceptof‘civi-

lization’intoworldhistorytextbooks,andthecentralpositionitoccupieslater,

canbelinkedtowidersocialandpoliticalphenomenathatgobeyondtextbook

andeducationreforms.Itispartofaneffortto‘normalize’amongAlbanian

citizenstheideasofthemarketeconomy,politicalliberalism,andEuropean

integration.Theterm‘civilization’encompassesalltheseelementsofmodern

developmentandplacestheminthetimelineofthehistoricalprogressofthe

West,andofhumankindasawhole.Thesampleforouranalysiscomprisesworld

historyschooltextbookspublishedinAlbaniafromthebeginningofthe1990sto

theseconddecadeofthetwenty-firstcentury.

Civilization,ColonialismandImperialism

Theword‘civilization’firstappearsinBritainandFranceinthesecondhalfofthe

eighteenthcentury.Initsearliestuses,‘civilization’referstoboththeprocessof

becoming‘civilized’andtheoutcomeofthatprocess.Itsantonymis‘barbarism’.

Fromtheveryoutsettherewasacommonassumptionthatcivilizationwasthe

preserveofthepeoplesofEurope,whilebarbarism,savagery,orthestateof

naturelaybeyonditsborders.‘Civilization’hasbothadescriptiveandanor-

mativeuse.Initsdescriptiveuse,itidentifiesthecommonethnographicmaterial

3 MichelFoucault,‘TheDiscourseonLanguage’,inTheArchaeologyofKnowledgeandThe
DiscourseonLanguage,trans.fromFrenchbyA.M.SheridanSmith(NewYork:Pantheon
Books,1972).
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productsandvaluesthatagroupofpeople,suchas‘ancientcivilizations’or

‘Westerncivilization’haveincommon.Thisethnographicusageconflates‘civ-

ilization’with‘culture’,andallowsfortheexistenceofseveralcontemporary

civilizations.Thenormativeuseoftheterm,ontheotherhand,allowsthata

certaingroupofpeoplebe‘morecivilized’thanothers,whomaybe‘lesscivi-

lized’,oraltogether‘uncivilized’.Inreality,thenormativeanddescriptiveusesof

thetermareinextricablylinked.Thiscanbeseeninthefollowingseemingly

descriptiveaccountofa‘civilized’groupofpeople:agroupthatdemonstratesa

given‘degreeofco-operation,urbanizationandorganization’,inotherwords,

whodemonstratethecapacityforself-governmentandcooperation.4Thecon-

ceptsusedinthisdescription(e.g.‘cooperation’)arevalue-laden.

Itisnocoincidencethattheterm‘civilization’wascoinedduringtheEn-

lightenmentera.Itdescribedpreciselythepositionthattheascendingin-

tellectualsandbourgeoiselitesinEnglandandFrancebelievedtheircountries,

andWesternEuropeingeneral,enjoyedintheworld.Theconceptofcivilization

wasimportantnotonlyforWesterndominanceinpoliticsandcommerce,but

alsoforthenewsenseofidentityformedintheeraofreason,scientificdis-

coveries,andprogress.AccordingtothesociologistNorbertElias,civilizationis

theself-consciousnessoftheWest:

ItsumsupeverythinginwhichWesternsocietyofthelasttwoorthreecenturies

believesitselfsuperiortoearliersocietyor‘moreprimitive’contemporaryones.Bythis

termWesternsocietyseekstodescribewhatconstitutesitsspecialcharacterandwhatit

isproudof:thelevelofitstechnology,thenatureofitsmanners,thedevelopmentofits

scientificknowledgeorviewoftheworld,andmuchmore.5

Theintroductionoftheterm‘civilization’intoGermanyfollowedasomewhat

differentroute,becausetheGermantermZivilisationoccupiedsecondrankafter

themoreesteemedKultur.TheGermanlabel‘culture’wasreservedforin-

tellectual,artistic,andreligiousmatters,whereas‘civilization’wasusedinref-

erencetopolitical,social,economic,andscientificissues.Thedisparityinthese

terms’meaningsinGerman,aswellasinEnglishandFrench,canbetracedtothe

generaldetachmentfrompoliticalactivityofGermanintellectuals,whichstood

inoppositiontothedebatescarriedoutatcourtbyFrenchintellectuals.Afterthe

formationoftheGermanstate,thedichotomybetweencivilizationandculture

becameonebetweennationalcultureandthecosmopolitanand‘artificial’civ-

ilizationofFrance.Accordingly,culturehadtodowiththespirit,whereascivi-

lizationwithtechnology.Thisaccountshouldhoweverbetakenasasim-

plificationofamorecomplexhistoryofthetwoterms,giventhatanumberof

4BrettBowden,TheEmpireofCivilization:TheEvolutionofanImperialIdea(Chicago:The
UniversityofChicagoPress,2009),p.218.
5NorbertElias,TheCivilisingProcess(Oxford:Blackwell,2000),p.5.
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importantGermanthinkers,foremostamongthemHegelandMarx,sharedthe

ideaofcivilizationastheprogressofhumankindinhistory.6

Asanorganizingprinciple,theconceptofcivilizationimposesarationallogic

ontotheunfoldingofhistory.Itworksonthebasisofthenotionofprogress,

whichimpliesthathistoryhasapurpose.Aswebecomecivilized,andmoveaway

fromthesavageryandbarbarismofthepast,wemakeprogress.Thestandardof

civilizationshowsthedirectionofhistoricalprogressandisayardstickbywhich

tomeasuretheprogressofothers.TheWestsawitselfasnotsimplyoneamong

manycivilizations,butasthebearerofthetorchofprogress.Thenarrativeof

progressiscomposedofaseriesofstageswhichtheEuropeanmanhaspassed.To

fitintothisnarrativecontemporarynon-EuropeanOthersarenecessarilyde-

scribedasbeingatapreviousandlesserstageofdevelopment.Other’scon-

tributiontoprogressisathingofthepast.NowonlytheWestisadvancing,and

theOtherisinneedofassistancefromtheWest.IntheframeworkofHegel’s

philosophyofhistoryitisacceptableforcivilizednationstotreatthosewholag

behindthemasbarbarians:‘Apastoralpeoplemaytreathuntersasbarbarians

andbothofthesearebarbariansfromthepointofviewofagriculturalists’.7The

self-appointeddutyofcivilizednationsistocivilizethebarbariansandsavages.

ThroughouthistorythereisapersistentimageoftheOtherasincapableofself-

governmentandpronetosquandertheresourcesoftheirland,andsoinneedof

supervisionandguidance.Inotherwords,ifasocietywasdeemedlesscivilized

orbarbarian,itinvitedoutsideinterventionbycivilizedpowers.8Organization

andself-governanceonlyfittheidealofcivilizationwhentheycameintheform

foundinEuropeandtheWest.Hence‘Westernization’becameasynonymfor

‘civilization’.Civilizationnarrativesassumethatagencyemanatesfrommodern

Europeansubjectsalone.Theprojecttospreadcivilizationwasthejustification

oftheWesternpowersforcolonialism.AsHamidDabashiputsit:

CivilizationalthinkingwasthereforeaEuropeanEnlightenmentprojecttogiveits

risingbourgeoisieauniversalframeofcollectiveidentity.TheWesternCivilizationgave

universalidentityofEuropeannationalcultures.German,FrenchorBritishcultures

werethoughtofasspecialmanifestationsof,sothestoryunfolded,Westerncivilization.

[…]Islamic,IndianorAfricancivilizationswereinventedcontrapuntallybyOrien-

talism,astheintelligencearmofcolonialism,inordertomatch,balanceandthus

authenticate‘TheWesternCivilization’.9

Theconnectionbetweencivilizationandcolonizationisestablishedwhencol-

onizersconsiderthequestionofwhattodowiththe‘natives’iftheyarenottobe

6Bowden,TheEmpireofCivilization(2009),pp.34–40.
7Ibid.,p,69.
8Ibid.,p.218.
9HamidDabashi,‘FortheLastTime:Civilizations’,InternationalSociology,16(3)(2001),364.
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killed.Inthiscontextcivilizationprovidesaframeworkinwhichnativescanbe

deemedfitcolonialsubjects:slaves,labourers,soulstobesaved,etc.10The

colonizers’privilegedpositionisjustifiedbytheirindustriousnessandthe

presumedindolenceoftheircolonialsubjects.SoinAmerica,Australia,and

elsewhere,the‘failure’ofthenativestoworkthelandmeantthatthenewcon-

tinentswereterraenulliusreadytobecolonizedbywhiteEuropeanswhodrove

awaythenatives.Colonialpeoples’meansofemancipationwastobecome

civilized,whichinpracticemeanttofollowtheWesternprescribes,andtore-

mainundertheWesterngazeandcontrol.

Theconstructionsofcivilizationandbarbarism,centraltocolonialdomi-

nation,havesurvivedthedecolonizationprocessandarestillinfluential.Despite

itsassociationwithcolonialismandimperialism,‘civilization’isnowusedinan

inclusiveanduniversalsense.Thisuniversaldimensionishowevernotclearly

defined,andveryoftenitisassumedthat‘civilization’standsforthespreadof

modernWesternsociety’smodelsintheworld.Modernization,development,

freetrade,liberalism,democracy,andhumanrightsaretakenasstandardsof

contemporaryworldcivilization.Thisisapparentinthetheoryofthe‘endof

history’whichFrancisFukuyamaproposedattheendoftheColdWartosuggest

thattheuniversalizationoftheWestisthecompletionoftheprogressofhu-

mankind.ThusWesterncivilizationhasbecomeastaticentity,acompletedstate

ofaffairs,towhichtherestoftheworldmustaspire.Byimplication,theOtherof

civilizationisconstruedasirrational,traditional,barbaric,yetsusceptibletothe

‘civilizing’mission.11

AftertakingcentrestageinpublicdebatesattheendoftheColdWarandthe

dissolutionofthepoliticaldichotomythathadsustainedit,theconceptof

‘civilization’wasreinforcedafter9/11aspartofahegemonicdiscourseon

currentworldaffairsandpolitics.Thepoliticalmythofthe‘clashofcivi-

lizations’,firstintroducedbySamuelHuntingtonaftertheendoftheColdWar,

hasinrecenttimesbecomeapowerfulandwidespreadframeofreference.12

Huntingtonused‘civilization’intheethnographicsense,todesignatethe

‘broadestlevelofculturalidentitypeoplehaveshortofthatwhichdistinguishes

humansfromotherspecies’.13.Accordingtohim,theWestisoneofseveral

civilizations.Hearguesthatafterthefallofworldideologiesthereisareal

prospectofdiverseculturalorcivilizationalidentitiescomingtorepresentthe

10RobbieMcVeighandBillRolston,‘CivilizingtheIrish’,RaceandClass,51(1)(2009),3.
11RobertvanKrieken,‘ReassemblingCivilization:State-Formation,Subjectivity,Security,
Power’,inState,SecurityandSubjectFormation,ed.byAnnaYeatmanandMagdalenaZolkos
(NewYork:Continuum,2010),pp.36–49.

12ChiaraBotticiandBenoistChalland,‘RethinkingPoliticalMyth:TheClashofCivilizationsas
aSelf-FulfillingProphecy’,EuropeanJournalofSocialTheory,9(3)(2006),315–336.

13SamuelP.Huntington,‘TheClashofCivilizations?’,ForeignAffairs,72(3)(1993),24.
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organizingprinciplesofworldpolitics,openingupthepossibilityofclashes

alongcivilizationallines.But,paceHuntington,EuropeanorWesterncivilization

hasalwaysconsidereditselfadistinct(modern)civilizationthataspirestobea

globalone;14thereforetheclashofcivilizationsisoftentakentobetheclashof

civilizationagainstbarbarism.Implicitintheuseoftheterm‘civilization’in

contemporaryworldpoliticsistheideathatifcertainpeopleareleftalone,they

willreverttothestageofbarbarism;thereforeitisthedutyofthe‘civilizedworld’

tointerveneandsavethem.Thisleadstotheideathattheworldmustbepoliced

byWesternnations.Theinterrelatednessofcivilizationandviolenceisattested

tobythefactthatthe‘waronterror’iscalledawarforcivilization,withtheuseof

tortureonsuspectedterroristslegitimizedbytheallegedneedtoprotectcivilized

waysoflife.15

Thenotionofcivilizationhasbroughtabouttheresurrectionoftheideasof

empireandimperialism.Althoughtheterm‘imperialism’isgenerallythoughtto

carrynegativeconnotations,somecommentatorsonworldaffairshavecon-

tinuedtouseitinapositivesense,describingpresentsituationswhichaccording

tothemcallfor‘benignimperialism’.ThusMichaelIgnatieffsaysthat‘im-

perialismdoesn’tstopbeingnecessaryjustbecauseitbecomespoliticallyin-

correct.Nationssometimesfail,andwhentheydo,onlyoutsidehelp–imperial

power–cangetthembackontheirfeet’.16Otherscallit‘humanitarianim-

perialism’.Imperialismandre-colonizationarepresentedastheonlysolutionto,

forexample,Africa’sproblems.Theadoptionoftheseoldertermssuggestsa

commitmenttopreviousprojectsofcolonizationandimperialism,andtheidea

thattheseprojectsweresuccessful,andneedtobereplicated.Thisisfarfrom

evident;historicalstudieshaveshownthatitwastheWesterncolonialistsin

Africawho‘invented’whattheyconsideredtobe‘traditional’Africancustoms,

communities,andhierarchies,includingthemwithinacolonialsystemofgov-

ernancethatfavoredtheexecutiveoverthejudicialpower,thusinfactpre-

emptingthemodernstateofthecontinent.17Ontheotherhand,thereasonsfor

thefailureofthesestatesaresought‘inside’thecountriesinquestion,asif

historicalcolonialism,whichmoreoverwasresponsibleforestablishingthe

bordersthatdelineatewhatis‘inside’eachstate,hasnothingtodowithit.

14TalalAssad,FormationsoftheSecular:Christianity,Islam,Modernity(Stanford:Stanford
UniversityPress,2003),p.166.

15 MarkNeocleous,‘ThePoliceofCivilization:TheWaronTerrorasCivilizingProcess’,In-
ternationalPoliticalSociology,5(2011),144–159;AndrewLinklater,‘TortureandCiviliza-
tion’,InternationalRelations21(1)(2007),111–118.

16CitedinBowden,TheEmpireofCivilization(2009),p.192.
17TerenceRanger,‘TheInventionofTraditioninColonialAfrica’,inTheInventionofTradi-
tions,ed.byEricHobsbawmandTerenceRanger(Cambridge:CambridgeUniversityPress,
1983),pp.211–262;OlufemiTaiwo,HowColonialismPreemptedModernityinAfrica
(Bloomington:IndianaUniversityPress),2010.
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Neitherdoesaglobaleconomybasedonneo-liberalprinciples,northesupport,

openandcovert,ofWesternpowers(andtheSovietUnion)forlocaldictators

duringtheColdWarandafterwards.Whilethisreading,ofahistorythatis

headingtowardssomeidealofworldcivilization,isperhapsnotthefirstthat

springstomindfromthefactspresentedhere,itnonethelessrepresentsa

widespreadviewinliberaldemocracies.Itisbasedonacommonpoliticalculture

andonsharedinterests.Itisneitherneutral,norscientific,nortrulyuniversal.It

hidesagreatdealinordertopresentastoryofsuccesswithnormativeforce.

CivilizationinWorldHistoryTextbooksinAlbania

Beforeexaminingtheusesoftheterm‘civilization’inAlbanianhistorytext-

books,itisfirstnecessarytoprovidesomecontextontheAlbanianeducational

systemandrecentreformsintextbookcurricula.Until2004,theschoolsystemin

Albaniawasdividedbetweentheeightyearcompulsoryprimaryeducation,and

fouryearsofsecondaryeducation.Inprimaryschools,historyteachingbeganin

thefourthgrade,wherethehistoryofAlbaniawastaughtinsimpleterms,

presentedinaliteraryform.Inthefifthgrade,ancientandmedievalhistoryupto

thefifteenthcenturywastaught.Studentsweretaughtmodernhistoryfromthe

sixteenthtothenineteenthcenturyinthesixthgrade,followedbycontemporary

historyintheseventhgrade.ThehistoryofAlbaniawastaughtintheeighth

grade.Thesamecyclewasrepeatedinsecondaryschools:studentsbeganinthe

ninthgradebystudyingancientandmedievalhistoryingreaterdetailthan

before;worldhistoryfromtheAgeofDiscoverytothebeginningofthetwentieth

centurywascoveredinthetenthgrade,andcontemporaryworldhistoryinthe

eleventhgrade,endingwithnationalhistoryinthetwelfthgrade.

Sincetheschoolyear2004–2005,primaryeducationconsistsofnineyears,

withsecondaryeducationreducedtothree.Thischangehasaffectedtheway

worldandnationalhistoryteachingisdividedbetweendifferentgrades.Now

historyteachingbeginsinthefourthgradewitharudimentaryintroductionto

thedisciplineofhistoriography,andthehistoryofAlbania.Inthefifthgrade

pupilsaretaughtthelocalhistoryoftheirvillage,cityandregion.Worldhistory

fromthebeginningofhumankinduptothefifteenthcenturyistaughtinthe

sixthgrade,followedbymodernhistory(fromthesixteenthtothenineteenth

century)intheseventhgrade,andcontemporaryhistory(fromthebeginningof

thetwentiethcentury)intheeighthgrade.Nationalhistoryistaughtintheninth

grade.Insecondaryschoolthecycleisrepeatedagain,asstudentslearnancient

andmedievalhistoryinthetenthgrade,modernhistory(fromthesixteenth

centurytotheendoftwentiethcentury)intheeleventhgrade,andnational

historyinthetwelfthgrade.
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Therehavebeenotherreformsinsecondaryhistorycurriculathathaveaf-

fectedtextbookproduction.From1992to2000,historyteachinginsecondary

schoolswasuniform,andonlyonehistorytextbookwasinuseforeachgrade.

From2000thesecondaryschoolcurriculumwasdividedintotwo‘profiles’:the

naturalsciencesprofileandthesocialsciencesprofile.Studentschosebetween

theprofilesuponstartingtheeleventhgrade.Assuchthereweretwotypesof

historytextbooksfortheeleventhandtwelfthgrades:amoredetailedonede-

signedforthesocialsciencesprofile,andashorterversionforthenatural

sciencesprofile.

Thedivisionintoprofilesinsecondaryschoolscametoanendin2009,when

anotherreformintroducedacorecurriculumandaselectivecurriculum.Ac-

cordingtothissystem,whichisstillused,thestudenthastoattendthecourses

thatbelongtothecorecurriculum,andinadditionselectcoursesformthelistsof

‘obligatory-electivecourses’and‘free-electivecourses’atthebeginningofeach

gradeofsecondaryschool.Thelistofobligatory-electivecoursesisapprovedby

theMinistryofEducationandScience,whereasthefree-electivecoursesare

agreeduponbyindividualsecondaryschools.Historyistaughtasacorecourse

throughoutsecondaryschool,andasanobligatory-electivecourseintheelev-

enthandtwelfthgrades.Tocopewiththiskindofsystem,variantsofthesame

historytextbookareproducedforthecorecurriculumaswellasfortheselective

curriculum.

Intheyear2006,alternativetextbookswereintroduced.Thisallowsschoolsto

chooseonetextbookamongseveralavailableforeachsubject.Allalternative

textbookshavetofollowthestandardcurriculumapprovedbytheMinistryof

EducationandScience;beforebeingofferedupforinspectiontoteachersand

students,theymustbeacceptedbytheMinistry.Althoughthealternativetext-

booksfollowthesamethematicprogramme,somevariationistobeexpectedin

thewaysinwhichtopicsarepresentedandinterpretedineachofthealternatives.

Theworldhistorytaughtinprimaryandsecondaryschoolsinpost-Com-

munistAlbaniaisdividedintothefollowingmainblocks:antiquity,feudalism,

thenewerafromtheGloriousRevolutiontotheendofthenineteenthcentury,

andcontemporaryhistoryofthetwentiethandtwenty-firstcenturies.Thean-

cienthistorycoursebeginswithEgyptandMesopotamia.Latertextbooksde-

votedtothisperiodalsodealwithorganizedsocietiesinIndiaandChina,which,

alongwiththoseofEgyptandMesopotamia,arecalled‘civilizationsofrivers’.

ThenarrativeproceedstoGreeceandRomeasthecentrepointofthestudyof

antiquity.Feudalismandthehistoryofthenewandcontemporaryerasare

narratedthroughanaccountofthedevelopmentsofthemainpowersinWestern

Europeand,lateron,RussiaandtheUSA.TheEurocentricnarrativeisinter-

ruptedbyoccasionalsnapshotsofothercontinents.Howevernon-Westernre-
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gionsfeatureinthenarrativeforthemostpartonlywhentheyaresomehow

linkedtotheactionsofEuropeans.

Attimes,thisEurocentricapproachtoworldhistoryisopenlyjustifiedbythe

claimthatAlbaniaispartofEurope:forinstancetheauthorsofHistory3state

that‘thehistoryoftheAlbanianpeoplehasbeencloselylinkedtothehistoryof

thepeoplesofEurope,sothecentralplaceinthistextisoccupiedbythecon-

temporaryhistoryofthecountriesofEuropeandtheUSA’.18Butifby‘Europe’

oneunderstandsWesternEuropeancountriessuchasItaly,EnglandandFrance,

whichareoverrepresentedinthistextbook,thisclaimhardlyholdsup.Fromthe

disintegrationoftheRomanEmpireintheWestuntiltheproclamationofin-

dependencein1912,theAlbanianpeoplehavebeenpartoftheByzantine,Bul-

garian,Serbian,andOttomanEmpires,noneofwhicharefeaturedheavilyinthe

historicalnarrativeofthistextbook.Similarly,if,asAlbaniantextbooksmain-

tain,thehallmarksofEuropeanmodernhistoryaretheeventsandthedevel-

opmentsgeneratedbytheRenaissance,Reformation,Enlightenment,Industrial

Revolution,andtheEnglish,American,andFrenchRevolutions,Albanianshave

beenattheperipheryof‘Europe’,andremainedalmostuntouchedbytheir

influenceformostoftheirhistory.Moreover,thevariousstagesinEuropean

historyarepresentedasiftheywerepreordained,asifhistorycouldnothave

turnedoutanydifferently.Thepupilsandstudentsaregiventheimpressionthat

historyproceedsaccordingtoiron-cladlaws,atleastinEurope.Accordingtoa

tenthgradetextbook,theAgeofDiscoveryandtheReformationwere‘in-

evitabilities’,boundtooccuratpreciselythetimetheydid.19Accordingtoan-

othertextbook,HumanismandtheRenaissancewere‘needed’inEuropeatthe

timewhentheyemerged.20Europeanintegrationispresentedasa‘necessity’

aftertheSecondWorldWar,21despitethegreatschismthatinfactappeared

betweentheCapitalistWestandCommunistEast,dividingthecontinent,astate

(Germany),andevencities(Berlin,Gorizia).Again,thefeaturesoftheWestern

partofthecontinentareprojectedontothewhole,sothatsocialisminEastern

Europerepresentsthe‘deviant’pathoffthenormalhistoryofEurope.

ThisEurocentricapproachisclearlymarkedbythecentralityoftheconceptof

civilizationinthenewgenerationofworldhistorytextbooks.Althoughthe

conceptsofcivilizationandthe‘clashofcivilizations’wereinuseinpublic

debatesinAlbaniasincetheearly1990s,theideaofcivilizationbecamefirmly

establishedinworldhistorytextbooksattheturnofthenewmillennium.For

18AdemMezinietal.,Historia3(Tirana:ShtpiaBotueseeLibritShkollor,1999),p.3.
19AgronGani,HysniMyzyriandJusufBajraktari,Historia2(Tirana:ShtpiaBotueseeLibrit
Shkollor,2001),pp.5–17.

20TomiTreskaandMenduhDrguti,Historia6(Tirana:Albas,2011),p.127.
21LlambroFiloandGzimSala,Historieqytetrimitbotror:Prklasne11-t,brtham
(Tirana:Ideart,2010),p.169.

ExaminingtheMeaningsandUsesof‘Civilization’

© 2017, V&R unipress GmbH, Göttingen 
ISBN Print: 9783847108115 – ISBN E-Lib: 9783737008112

159

Open-Access-Publikation im Sinne der CC-Lizenz BY 4.0

http://www.v-r.de/de


instance,thecomprehensiveorganizingprincipleforthevariousstagesofthe

newerainEuropeanhistoryinHistory2(inuseinthesecondaryschoolsfrom

1995to2001)wasthe‘Europeansociety’,orsimply‘Europe’.22Whiletheterm

‘civilization’wasabsentfromthetextbooksofthelateCommunistperiod,we

havediscoveredthatiswasmentionedintheintroductionofonetextbook

publishedintheyear1993,forthefirstgradeofsecondaryschool.Theauthors

werereferringtothebirthofthefirststatesinthe‘AncientEast’:

Inthisplaceemergedthefirstcivilizationswithsocialclasses,beginninginthethird

andfourthmillenniaB.C.Asaconsequenceofthedisintegrationoftheprimitive

community,andoftheseparationofthepopulationintoslavesandslave-owners,the

oldestslave-owners’stateswereformed:Egypt,Babylon,India,China,etc.Thehistory

oftheAncientEastdemonstratesthatthesecountriesgavebirthtothefirstcivilizations,

whichlaidthefoundationsforthatmaterialandspiritualculturethatwasembraced

andfurtherdevelopedbythepeoplesofAncientGreeceandRome,andwhichisinitself

thebasisofcontemporaryworldculture.23

Thisquoterevealstheassumptionsbehindthehistoricalnarrativethatfollowsin

thetextbook.Worldhistoryprogressesfromprimitivismtohigherstages,ac-

cordingtochangesinmaterialconditionsthatproducetheclasssociety.The

word‘civilizations’denotestheearlystagesofhumandevelopmentwhichoc-

curredinAncientEast,whereasthehigherstagesinmaterialandspiritualde-

velopmentaretermed‘culture’.ThisisapropertyofAncientGreeceandRome,

whichformthebedrockofthemodernworld.Exceptforinthisintroduction,the

term‘civilization’isnotfoundinthistextbook.Anotherisolateduseoftheterm

‘civilization’isfoundinHistory7,publishedin1994,andreferstothestartof

Crusades.TheCrusadesareinterpretedasan‘expressionoftheimpetusof

Europeancivilization’,whoseChristianarmiesweresimultaneously‘retaking’

theIberianpeninsulafromtheArabs,andtryingto‘take’Palestine,the‘cradleof

Christianity’fromtheMuslimTurks.24Bythecontrastingtheverbrimarr(re-

take)withtheverbmarr(take),thetextsuggeststhatIberiawasliberatedbecause

itbelongedtoChristianEurope,whereasPalestine,althoughitwasthebirthplace

ofChristianity,wastheobjectofChristianaggression.Therefore‘European

civilization’standsfortheWesternandCatholicEurope.Theterm‘civilization’

startstoappearinthetableofcontentsandmainnarrativeofworldhistory

textbooksintheyears2000and2001.Inatextbookforthefirstgradeofsec-

ondaryschool,theauthorsexplainthatthebirthanddevelopmentofcitiesmark

thestartofcivilization,whichisdefinedas‘amoredevelopedstageofculture

22Ganietal.,Historia2(2001).
23FaikLama,VilsonKuriandIliraÇaushi,Historiaekohssvjetrdheemesjets1(Tirana:
ShtpiaBotueseeLibritShkollor,1993),p.5.

24VilsonKurietal.,Historia7(Tirana:ShtpiaBotueseeLibritShkollor,1994),p.7.
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[…]withthefollowingcharacteristics:(1)organizedgovernance;(2)organized

religion;(3)divisionoflabour;(4)classstructure;[and](5)asystemofwrit-

ing’.25Thattheuseoftheterm‘civilization’issomethingofanoveltyisshownby

thefactthattheauthorsfelttheneedtoaddafootnoteinordertoexplainthatin

additiontothewordqytetrim,anotherAlbanianword,civilizim,whichderives

fromtheLatinwordfor‘city’,isalsousedfor‘civilization’.26Incontrasttothe

firstuseof‘civilization’intheearly1990s,whereculturewasvaluedovercivi-

lization,herethetermrepresentsahigherandmoreorganizedformofculture,

althoughbothtextsarereferringtothesamephenomena:thebirthofthefirst

organizedsocietiesintheAncientEast.InthetextbookbyGjinietal.,‘civi-

lization’isakeyterm,butstillusedprimarilytorefertotheancientworld,and

thenon-WesternworldoftheMiddleAgesuptothefifteenthcentury.Itisused

interchangeablywith‘culture’.Thusthetableofcontentspresentssectionsonthe

‘AchievementsofGreekCivilization’,‘RomanCulture’,‘ByzantineCivilization’,

‘IslamicCulture’,‘EducationandCultureinWesternEurope’,‘MedievalCivi-

lizationinChinaandIndia’,‘AncientandMedievalCivilizationinAfrica’,and

‘AncientmedievalcivilizationinAmerica’.27

Theterm‘civilization’isusedmoreconsistentlyinanumberoftextbooksfor

secondaryschoolspublishedin2000and2001byagroupofauthorsledby

LlambroFilo,ProfessorofHistoryattheUniversityofTirana.Inthesetexts,

civilizationbecomesthemainpointofreferencefortracingandassessingthe

progressofhistoryfromitsbeginningsuptotheestablishmentofliberalde-

mocracyinthetwentiethcentury.Accordingly,Europeanhumanistsarepor-

trayedintheopeningofthetextbookHistoria2asthe‘heraldsofmodern

civilization’,whiletheRenaissance‘representsamajordevelopmentalturnfor

Westerncivilization’.28ThetextfollowscloselytheprogressofEuropeancivi-

lization,coveringtheReformation,colonization,absolutemonarchies,theIn-

dustrialRevolution,Enlightenment,andFrenchRevolution,nationalism,and

the‘BeginningsofLiberalDemocraticGovernance’.Inaccountsofthelatter

period,someattentionisdivertedtoAsiaandAfrica.Thetextstates:‘Bycontrast

toEurope,thecountriesoftheEastwereremainedingeneralatthephaseofhigh

feudalism,oranevenearlierone’.Althoughthereisnoexplicitmentionof

‘civilization’,thetextengagesinacomparisonofcivilizations,andtreats

Westerncivilizationastheyardstickagainstwhichothersaremeasured.Fre-

quentlyintextbooksaboutWesterncivilization,EuropeandAsiaarecompared

inthismanner,asthelatterisimaginedtobetheWest’snearestrival,whileother

25RolandGjinietal.,Historia1,(Tirana:ShtpiaBotueseeLibritShkollor,2000),p.9.
26Ibid.,p.9,footnote1.
27Ibid.,pp.185–186.
28LlambroFiloetal.,Historia2(Tirana:ShtpiaBotueseeLibritShkollor,2000),p.3.
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societiesareconsideredtolagtoofarbehind.Theauthorsstatethatfeudaland

statepropertyoflandandcommunesinthecountrysideweremaintainedinthe

Eastforalongerperiod,thusinhibitingprivateownershipofpropertyandthe

‘undertakingofneweconomicinitiatives’.Individualneedsweresubordinated

tothoseofthecommunity.ManyEasterncountriesfollowedapoliticsof‘ethnic

isolation’.Itisclaimedthat‘thecountriesoftheEastwerenotconsolidatedinthe

aspectofstateorganization’.29Thesearesweepinggeneralizationsthatapplyto

entirecontinentsovercenturies.Theterminologyisobscure;forinstanceno

explanationorexamplesofthe‘politicsofethnicisolation’aregiven.Theclearest

impressionthatstudentsareleftwithonthebasisofthecomparisonisthatofa

contrastofoppositesbetweentheWestandEast.

Whenthehistoricalnarrativereachesthetwentiethcentury,abalancesheetof

‘AchievementsofWesternCivilization’isdrawn,amongwhichthemostim-

portantisthe‘practicalrealizationofthemodernruleofliberaldemocracy,and

oftheotherhighestindicatorsofcivilization’.30The‘highestindicatorsofcivi-

lization’areconstitutionalruleandparliamentarycontrol,civilandpolitical

rightsofcitizens,socialwelfare,ariseintheproductivityoflabour,thelongevity

ofthesocietyorstate,education,andthestandardofliving.Althoughthetext

speaksoftheachievementsof‘Europeancountries’,thisanalysisinfactapplies

toonlyafewstatesinWesternEurope.Furthermore,itisassertedthatthese

developmentsdefeatedMarxismandfacilitatedthevictoryof‘moderateso-

cialists[who]launchedtheideathattheproblemsoftheproletariatcanbesolved

fromwithintheframeworkofliberaldemocracyandtheexistingeconomic

system,throughlegalandparliamentarymeans’.31

Afterdiscreditingtheideasof‘classwar’and‘proletarianrevolution’,the

authorturnsinthenextandfinallessonofthetextbooktothe‘challengesto

liberaldemocracyandthedangerstothesustainability’ofdemocracyand

moderncivilization.TheseareextremenationalismbasedonsocialDarwinism,

racismandirrationalism,imperialism,militarismandhiddenalliancesamong

Europeanpowers.32Thusthedangersandchallengestomoderncivilizationare

listedseparatelytoitsachievementsinthepreviouslesson,andnoattemptis

madetorelatethem.Liberalismandcapitalismarepresentedasthepinnacleof

civilizationassuch,whiletheirrelationshiptonationalism,socialDarwinism,

imperialism,orclassinequalityisnotmentionedatall.Thetextstatesthat

imperialism‘wastriggeredbyextremenationalists’whowantedtoachievena-

tionalglorythroughconquest,andonlythenisimperialismlinkedinanyway

29Ibid.,p.162.
30Ibid.,p.174.
31Ibid.,p.175.
32Ibid.,pp.177–178.
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withthestructuralforcesofcapitalism:‘Guidedalsobyeconomicmotives[…]

andespeciallythedesiretoattainfavorablemilitaryandstrategicpositioning,

theimperialistsconsideredthesafestmeansbywhichtorealizethesemotiva-

tionsandaimstobeterritorialinvasionandthecreationofcolonies’.33Although

thetextstatesthat‘allGreatPowerstookpartincolonialinvasions’,34thenar-

rativedoesnotemphasizethecentralityofimperialismforworldhistoryduring

thelastdecadesofthenineteenthcenturyandthebeginningofthetwentieth

century,aperiodwhichisappropriatelytermedthe‘AgeofEmpire’.35

ThetextbookHistory3from2001,designedforthesocialsciencesprofile,

openswithapresentationofWesterncivilizationand‘non-Europeancountries’

atthebeginningofthetwentiethcentury.Thisisatimeof‘triumphforliberal

democracies’,inwhichthesestatesdevelopedtheirsocialwelfarepolicies.36At

thisstage,theevolutionofWesterncivilizationispresentedashavingreachedits

end-point,wherebyithasbecome‘theuniversalnormativestandard’37forthe

modernizationoftheentireworld.Thus,comparedtotheWest,‘non-European

countriestrailbehindtheachievementsofmoderngovernance’;thisphraseis

emphasizedwithboldlettersinthetext.38Themainreasongivenforthelackof

modernityinAsiaisthestrengthofthe‘oldtraditionalculture’,stronglyin-

fluencedbyConfucianism,Buddhism,andIslam.Thisculturedefendscom-

munity,collectivistmentality,uniformity,andsocialhierarchy.Inthispartofthe

worldthestateisall-powerful.IncontrasttotheWest,socialindicatorsofciv-

ilizationwereabsentattheturnofthetwentiethcentury,withhighmortality

rates,widespreadanalphabetism,andlowproductivityofthelabourforce.The

populationwasforthemostpartpassive,butsocialdemandswereraised

throughviolentrevolts.AlthoughthetextstatesthatmanyAfricanandAsian

countrieswerecoloniesorsemi-coloniesofWesternpowers,andthatthein-

dependentLatinAmericancountrieswereunderneo-colonialpressure,im-

perialismandcolonialismarenotofferedalongsideendemicculturalandeco-

nomicfactorsascausesofthefailuretoembracemodernity.39

OppressioninAsiaisillustratedbyablackandwhitephotographshowinga

publicexecutiononpageeightofthesametext.Noinformationonthetimeand

placewherethepicturewastakenisprovided,butfromthephysicalfeaturesof

thepeopleweassumeitissomewhereinEastAsia.Acrowdofpeoplewearing

traditionalclotheshavegatheredinatownorvillagesquaretowatchtheex-

33Ibid.,p.178.
34Ibid.,p.178.
35EricHobsbawm,TheAgeofEmpire,1875–1914(London:Weidenfeld&Nicolson,1987).
36LlambroFilo,etal.,Historia3(Tirana:ShtpiaBotueseeLibritShkollor,2001),pp.3–6.
37GerardDelanty,‘CivilizationalAnalysisandCriticalTheory’,ThesisEleven,100(2010),49.
38LlambroFiloetal.,Historia3(2001),p.7.
39Ibid.,pp.7–8.
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ecution.Theystandinthebackground,formingahalfcircleandfacingthe

camera.Mostofthemaremen,butamongthecrowdwecanalsoseewomenand

children.Theforegroundofthepictureisoccupiedbythreemen:twoexecu-

tionersandtheirprisoner.Theexecutionersmightbeofficials,althoughtheyare

notdressedinasingleuniform.Theprisonerishalf-nakedandonhisknees,with

hishandsboundbehindhisback.Oneoftheexecutionerspullsarope,theother

endofwhichistiedaroundtheneckofhisprisoner,sothattheprisonerisbent

forward.Thesecondexecutionerhasraisedhisswordoverhisheadwithboth

hands,readytoswingitattheprisoner’snape.Thecaptionreads‘amomentof

persecutionforinfringingcollectivistnorms’,althoughnothinginthepicture

suggeststhisinterpretation.Thephotographischosentoreinforcethemessage

ofthemaintextonlybecauseitunitesimagesofextremeviolenceandnon-white

peoplewearingtraditionalclothes.ThismessageisthatAsiaisaviolentandeven

barbaricplacewhereindividualdignityandrightsarenotrespected.Whatever

therealcontextofthepicture,itsinclusionreducesanentirenon-European

culturetoasingleevent,thatofapublicpunishmentorexecution.

Thetextbooksuggeststhattheonlywayoutfornon-Europeancountrieswas

toadoptthepracticesofWesterncivilization,wherebyWesterncivilization

wouldbecomeworldcivilization:

Theprogressivedevelopmentofnon-Europeancountriesintheframeworkofworld

civilizationdemandedtherecognitionofsomebasicpremises.Theseweretheac-

ceptanceofnewideas,modernization,andthedemocratizationofsociety.Thismeant

theadoptionofthemostdevelopedformofcivilization,i.e.Westerncivilization,which

ischaracterizedbyeconomic,social,cultural,andgovernancestructures.Moreover,

civilizationiscompletelyopposedtoimperialistpolicies.40

Inthequotationabove,itwouldappearthattheauthorsarehopingtoexorcize

thespiritofimperialismthathauntscivilization.Perhapstheyintendedtopoint

outthattheWesternizingprocessinnon-Europeancountriesfosteredthede-

mandfornationalindependencefromEuropeanpowers.However,thetextre-

mainssilentonthefactthatthemainjustificationforimperialismthroughout

historyhasbeenpreciselytheconservationandspreadofcivilization.

Theprogressofworldcivilizationfromancienttimestoglobalizationis

summarizedinthemiddleoftheversionofHistoria3intendedforstudents

takingthenaturalsciencesprofile.FollowingsectionsontheSecondWorldWar

andthestartoftheColdWar,theauthorsdeemeditappropriatetoretracethe

entirecourseofWesterncivilizationsofar.Thisisdoneinthechapter‘The

WesternWorldanditsCivilizationalValues’,andinthefirstlessonofthechapter

‘WesternCivilization:itsFoundationandDevelopment’.Accordingtothe

40Ibid.,p.8.
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textbook,theAncientEastwasresponsibleforremarkableintellectualach-

ievementsbeforetheGreeks,butthelatter‘filtratedtheachievementsofthe

peoplesoftheEastthroughanewspiritdominatedbyreasonanddirected

towardsaction’.41TheGreeksinventeddemocracy;thoughitwasshort-lived,‘its

seedwouldlaterflourishintheWest’.TheGreeksalsoexpandedonthe

knowledgeoftheEgyptiansbymeansoftheirtheoreticalscience,whichinturn

wasputinpracticebytheRomans.ThecivilizationallegacyoftheRomansis

‘respectforlawandjustice,aswellastheestablishmentofarequirementfora

state[which]followsthebasicvaluesofWesterncivilization’.ThroughChris-

tianity‘twonewvaluestooktheirplaceintheWest,andareaddedtothelegacyof

Antiquity:thedignityofman,whichstrengthenedthedemocraticideal,andthe

honoringofmanuallabourandcraftsmanship’.42Inmedievaltimesonlythe

churchpreservedsomesenseofmoralunity.Itwasthebirthandstrengthening

ofthebourgeoisiethatputWesterncivilizationbackontrackagain.Inmodern

era,WesternEuropeaddedtocivilizationwithscientificandgeographicdis-

coveries,liberalism,industrialism,democracy,andhumanrights.Inthisac-

count Westerncivilizationispresentedasaccumulativeandperfectionistat

everystage,andnoacknowledgementismadeofcontactwith,andthecon-

tributionsof,othercivilizations.Theclosinglinesofthelessongivetheim-

pressionthattheWesthasaccomplishedthetaskthatcarrieditthroughthe

millennia,andwillforevercarrythetorchofcivilizationintheworld:

Thus,Westerncivilization,inspiredbythechallengeofPrometheus,orientedman

towardsaction.Throughscienceandtechnologyitseekstoaugmentman’spowerover

nature,inordertoimprovethematerialandspiritualconditionsofmen.Thiscivi-

lization,byremainingfaithfultoitsdifferenttraditions,likeGreekphilosophy,the

gospel,orthedeclarationofhumanrights,hasplaceditselfintheserviceofrespectfor

thepersonhoodofman,whosefreedomwillalwaysremainthiscivilization’shighest

virtue.43

OneshouldnotforgetthatWesterncolonizationcontinuedforacoupleof

decadesaftertheendoftheSecondWorld War,andthatinsomecasesthe

decolonizationprocesswasbloodyandpainfulformillionsofpeople,forex-

ampleinthecasesofthepartitionofIndiaandPakistan,ortheindependence

warsinAlgeriaandVietnam.Howeverthequotedtextgivestheimpressionthat

nothingofimportancehasbeenaddedtoWesterncivilizationsincethewar,

leavingoutchangesbroughtbyyouthandcivilrightsmovementsinthe1960s

and1970s,andimmigrationetc..Byinsertingthisteleologicalaccountimme-

41LlambroFiloetal.,Historia3,profilinatyror(Tirana:ShtpiaBotueseeLibritShkollor,
2001),p.83.

42Ibid.,pp.83–85.
43Ibid.,p.87.
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diatelyaftertheaccountoftheSecondWorldWar,thetextbookalsoanticipates

thevictoryoftheWestovertheEastintheColdWar,anddoesnotconveytothe

studentsthefullsignificanceofthechallengesandthreatoftheSovietUnionand

Communism.

Aroundtheyears2005and2006,civilizationbecamethecentralconceptin

textbooksonworldhistory.Itsusewasmademandatoryaccordingtonew

historycurriculaapprovedbytheMinistryofEducation.Thenewlyintroduced

programmesplacespecialemphasison(1)achievingamorebalancedpre-

sentationbetween,ontheonehand,political,military,anddiplomaticprocesses

and,ontheother,economic,social,andculturalprocesses;(2)includingac-

countsofmorecountriesandpeoplesinordertohaveamorecomprehensive

pictureofeachhistoricalera;and(3)understandingandcomparingthechar-

acteristicsofdifferentcivilizations.44ThefirstcivilizationsintheEastarecalled

‘TheCivilizationsofRivers’,whileAncientRome,Greece,Macedonia,andIllyria

areincludedinthechapterof‘TheBirthofNewCivilizations’.Theprogramme

fortheseventhgradefocusesmainlyondevelopmentsinEuropeinfromthe

fifteenthtothenineteenthcentury.Itmandatesthatthelastchapterofthe

textbooks,entitled‘CivilizationintheThresholdoftheTwentiethCentury’,must

containthelessons‘AchievementsinWesternCivilization:TheBirthofNew

Ideas’,and‘ImperialismandExtremeNationalismThreatenStability’.45Thus,

themeaningsofWesternandworldcivilizationareintentionallyblurredinthe

historypresentedtotheseventhgrade,whileimperialismisrelegatedtothe

positionofadysfunctionalforcethatthreatens‘stability’,wheninfactitisoneof

themainvehiclesthatarguablytransformedWesterncivilizationintoworld

civilization.Moreoverintheprogrammefortheeleventhandtwelfthgradesof

secondaryschool,thehistorybooksofthenewgenerationareentitled‘Historyof

CivilizationsinAntiquityandtheMiddleAges’and‘TheHistoryof World

Civilization’respectively,46emphasizingoncemoretheshiftinideasfromthatof

differentcivilizationstothatofasingleworldcivilization.

Thealternativeworldhistorytextbooksaregenerallymoreinclusivethanthe

oldertexts,becausetheydescribetheadditionalancientcivilizationsofJews,

Phoenicians,Assyrians,andPersians.Theyalsodescribeinmuchdetailthe

medievalcivilizationsorculturesoftheMiddleEast,India,China,andJapan,

andsometextbooksdevotespacetocivilizationsinAfricaandthepre-Columbus

Americas.Thereareofcoursedifferencesinthewaysinwhichalternative

textbookspresentcivilizations.Forinstance,acomparativereadingoftwo

44InstitutiiKurrikulavedheiStandardeve,‘Programiihistoris,klasaVI’,Tirana,2005,2.
45InstitutiiKurrikulavedheiStandardeve,‘Programiihistoris,klasaVII’,Tirana,2005,6.
46InstitutiiKurrikulsdheiTrajnimit,‘Programetekurrikulsbrthamtgjimnazit.Pro-
grametelnds‘HistorieQytetrimitBotror’prklasat10–11’,Tirana,2008.
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textbooksforthetenthgrade,onebyNathanaili47andtheotherbyMetaand

Lleshi,48revealsthatthefirstbookismorebalanced,treatingonanequalbasis

thevariousmedievalcivilizationsaroundtheMediterraneanSeaandtheirin-

terrelations,whilethesecondtextbookfollowsthetraditionalnarrativeofthe

evolutionofWesterncivilization.

Nevertheless,themainnarrativeinalltextbooksfollowscloselytheapproach

laiddownbythetextbooksbyFiloetal.thatweexaminedabove.Especiallyafter

theRenaissanceandgeographicaldiscoveries,coverageofthenon-European

worldisdependentonitsrelationshipwithEuropeancolonialandmodernizing

powers.We findonoccasiontracesofacriticalattitudetowardstheuseof

‘civilization’inthecontextofthecolonialandimperialisticventuresofEuropean

states.Butheretheemphasisisonthe‘newimperialism’undertakeninthe

nineteenthcentury,inspiredby‘extremenationalism’andmilitarism.49Asan-

othertextbookputsit,‘theeconomicneedsofindustrializedcountrieswere

maskedwithnationalismandracism,inordertobesold[tocolonizedcountries]

ascivilization!’.50Inatextbookonworldcivilizationfortheeleventhgrade,the

authorstrytodemarcateimperialismasthenegativesideof‘Westernization’,

whichisthetermtheyuseforthespreadofmoderncivilizationintheworld.

Theyblame‘imperialism’forthewrongsofcolonialism:

ImperialismconstitutedtheoppositesideofWesternization.Itembodiedallchallenges

toliberaldemocracythatwerejustifiedbyirrationalism,socialDarwinism,andex-

tremenationalism.Thecontradictorycharacteroftheachievements[ofcivilization]

resultedfromtheconsequencesofimperialism,colonialism,andalltheirsubsequent

developments[…]Thus,colonialcountrieswereintroducedintotheworldeconomyas

economicappendicesofWesterncountries[…]Negativeeffectsappearedintheform

offorcedlabour,asinthecottonorrubberplantations,orinmines.Incoloniesaheavy

blowwasdealttonativeeconomieswhichreliedonagricultureandhandicrafts.51

ThisisagenuineattempttoexplaintostudentsthecontradictionsofWestern

civilization’sassociationwithcolonizationandimperialism.Howeverthedis-

tinctionbetweenWesternization(representingthespreadofliberaldemocracy)

andimperialism(representingmilitarismandextremenationalism)remains

artificial.Whileitistruethatsomeliberalswereagainstempireinprinciple,and

especiallyextremeformsofexploitationofnativessuchasslavery,thefactre-

mainsthatagreatmanyliberalpoliticiansandintellectualsintheWest,notonly

47PetrikaNathanaili,Historia10(Tirana:Filara,2009).
48BeqirMetaandXhevairLleshi,Historia10(Tirana:Uegen,2009).
49LlambroFilo,PetrikaThngjilliandBedriKola,Historia7,(Tirana:Ideart,2009),pp.134–
135.

50BeqirMetaandXhevairLleshi,Historia10(2009),p.121.
51LlambroFiloandGzimSala,Historieqytetrimitbotror:Prklasne11-t,mezgjedhje,
(Tirana:Ideart,2010),p.113.
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militaristandextremenationalists,sawnocontradictionbetweenliberalismand

democracyinmetropolitancountriesontheonehand,andimperialismand

authoritarianor‘disciplinedrule’inthecoloniesontheother.Thetextcoulddo

moretomakeitclearthat,historicallyspeaking,thespreadofthemarket

economyandcapitalismintheworldintroducedandenforcedtheracialhier-

archiesofempire.Togiveanexample,whileitistruethatslaverywaspracticedin

AfricabynativerulersandArabsbeforetheadventofmodernity,theexportation

ofslavelabourtotheAmericasbeganandintensifiedasaconsequenceofthe

extractionandproductionofminerals,cotton,andsugarforEuropeanin-

dustriesandglobaltrade.

Conclusion

Sincetheyear2000,worldhistorytextbooksinAlbaniahavehadtheconceptof

civilizationattheircentre.Thispaperarguedthatthesetextbooksdonotad-

equatelyexplainthelongandinextricablerelationshipbetweencivilizationand

Westernempiresandimperialism,andthattheyperpetuatetheEurocentric

historicalnarrativeoftheevolutionofaliberalcapitalistworldcivilizationoutof

Westerncivilization.Thisnarrativeisanachronisticandteleological,tellingthe

historyoftheformationofworldcivilizationfromtheperspectiveofthepresent.

ItcherishesthevaluesandachievementsofWesterncivilizationandsosimplifies

thecontradictionswithinitshistory,neglectingitsreciprocalrelationshipwith

othercivilizations,andpurgingitsevolutionarystoryoftracesofitsheritageof

empireandcolonialism.

Ifourargumentholds,doesitmeanthattheideaof‘civilization’shouldbe

droppedfromhistoryteachinginAlbania?Thisisnotnecessaryiffuturehistory

curriculaandtextbooksadoptamorecriticalattitudetowardstheuseofthe

concept.We shouldbearinmindnotonlythatcivilizationhasbeenused

throughouthistorytomaskbarbarism,butalsothatmanytodayconsider

progressanddevelopmenttocausemiseryandcrueltytoothers.Ifourdefinition

ofcivilizationencompassestechnicaladvancementsandhigher material

standardsofliving,thenNaziGermanycertainlyreachedahighersteponthe

civilizationalladderthantheearliesthomosapiens,butdoesthisfactgiveus

comfort?52Or,forthatmatter,whatofthefactthatthatintheSovietUnionand

elsewhere,socialistsocietycalleditselfthemostdevelopedsocietyonearth,and

wassilentaboutthehorrificcrimescommittedinthenameofCommunism?And

domodernmenandstateshavetherighttoday,inthenameofhighercivi-

52DanielA.Segal,‘“WesternCiv”astheStagingofHistoryinAmericanHigherEducation’,
AmericanHistoricalReview,105(2000),801–802.
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lization,toevictfromtheirnaturalhabitatsthelastremaininghunterand

gatherercommunities,inordertoexploittheirlandsthroughintensiveagri-

cultureandmining?

ConcerningWesternizationinhistory,weandourchildrenmustbeawareof

thefactthatcolonizersclaimedthevaluesoftheirowncultureandsocietytobe

universalvalues,legitimizingtheirattemptstoimposethemontherestofthe

world.Acritiqueofthisuniversalistapproachdoesnotentailtheacceptanceof

anabsoluterelativism,whichwouldallowthatinsomesocieties,practicessuch

ashumansacrificeandslaverymaybeconsideredvaluesthatcannotbeover-

riddenbyvaluesfromelsewhere.TzvetanTodorovarguesthatinordertoliveina

sharedandpeacefulworldwemustrejectbothviewswhendealingwithcultural

diversity.Inhisunderstanding,amorecivilizedcultureisthatwhichencourages

itsmemberstocriticallyexaminetheirtraditionandtakeintoaccountothers’

pointsofview.Inotherwords,theuseof‘worldcivilization’islegitimateifit

pointstowardsagreatercommonalityofmankind,inoppositionto‘barbarism’

whichdoesnotacknowledgethefullhumanityofothers.53Suchanattitude

shouldbepreservedinAlbanianhistorytextbooks;howeverweoughttore-

memberthewordsofDanielA.Segal,aProfessorofAnthropologyandHistory,

whenhesaid:‘weneedtextbooksthatdonotdivideanddiminishhumanityby

parsingitintothe‘civilized’and‘pre-civilized’;textbooksthatencouragestu-

dentstoexamine,ratherthanpresume,thisviolentbinaryofmodernity’.54
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GentianaKera

TheNationalLiberationMovementinAlbanianHistory
TextbooksoftheSocialistEra

Mythisanobjectificationofman’ssocialexperience,

notofhisindividualexperience.1

TheNationalLiberationMovementinAlbaniaduringWorldWarIIwasan

importanttopicofhistoriographyduringthesocialistregime,afactreflectedin

schoolhistorytextbooks.DepictionsoftheMovementduringthesocialistpe-

riodweretoalargedegreecharacterizedbyanemphasisonthecontributionsof

theAlbanianCommunistPartyandtheNationalLiberationArmytothearmed

resistancetoItalianandGermanoccupation.Thischapterseekstoanalyzehow

thisaspectofAlbanianhistoryisrepresentedinsecondaryschoolhistory

textbooksfromthesocialistperiod.Theanalysiswillfocusonseveralprimary

issues,suchastherepresentationoffirstgroupsandformsofresistancein

historytextbooks,therepresentationofpartisansandofimportantencounters

duringthewar,suchasthemeetingsofPezaandMukja.Iarguethatthehistorical

narrativeonWorldWarIIcontributedtotheestablishmentofseveralmyths

regardingtheWarofNationalLiberation,whichservedthelegitimationof

communistruleinAlbania.Thischapterisbasedontheanalysisoftwohistory

textbooksforuppersecondaryeducationpublishedin1963andin1985.The

historytextbookof1963wasfirstpublishedin1958andreprintedwithrevisions

until1972,andisparticularlyinterestingforthisstudyasitwasprintedbefore

thebeginningoftheCulturalRevolutioninthe1960s,whichbroughtabout

radicalchangesinstatepolicy.

Theprincipalchangesundertakenincludedthewaragainstbureaucratization

andotherinfluencesofforeignideology,whichresultedincutbacksinstate

administrationandmeasuressuchastheobligatorysendingofallcivilservants

foronemonthayeartoengageinproductivework,mainlyinruralareas;indeed,

notonlyallemployeesintheeducationsystem,cultureandscience,butalso

studentsandpupils.2This‘war’fortherevolutionizingofthecountryfurther

includedmeasuresagainstreligiousinstitutionsandpractices,andalsothe

1ErnstCassirer,TheMythoftheState(NewHaven:YaleUniversityPress,1946),p.47.
2AkademiaeShkencaveeShqipris[AcademyofSciencesofAlbania],Historiaepopullit
shqiptar,IV(Tirana:Toena,2009),pp.284–285.
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educationreformwhichbegantobeimplementedin1970.Theprincipalaimwas

toestablishanewschoolstructureandtorevisetheschoolcurriculaaccordingto

theMarxist-Leninistideology.Theneweducationsystemwouldcomprisethree

maincomponents:teaching,productivework,andphysicalandmilitaryedu-

cation.Thereformwouldthereforeservetheindoctrinationoftheyounggen-

erationwiththeprinciplesofcommunistideology.

Thehistorytextbookof1985waschosenbecauseitwaspublishedafterthe

deathofMehmetShehuin1981,commanderoftheFirstBrigadeoftheNational

LiberationArmyduringtheSecond WorldWar,chairmanoftheCouncilof

Ministersuntil1981,andEnverHoxha’sclosestcollaboratorforseveraldecades.

Hewasdenunciatedpost-mortemasatraitorandasanagentofforeignim-

perialiststates,whichinturnbroughtaboutanotherconsiderablerewritingof

historicaleventsinwhichhehadbeeninvolved.Thishistorytextbookwasfirst

publishedin1973andreprintedwithlaterrevisions.Itwasalsopublishedina

periodoftotalinternationalisolationofAlbania,followingthebreak-upwith

Chinain1978.Thistotalisolationcontributedtotheintensificationofmythsin

narrativesbysocialisthistoriography.

TheeventswhichoccurredinAlbaniaduringWorld WarIIarecurrently

subjecttofiercedebate,notonlyamonghistoriansbutalsoinAlbanianpublic

discourse.TherepresentationoftheNationalLiberationWarbysocialisthis-

toriographyandthemyth-inspirednarrativeoftheWarofResistancehave

contributedsignificantlytothecontemporarydebate,sincemanymythscon-

tinuetobeperpetuated.Itisnotthepurposeoftheauthortoshedlighton

concreteeventsofthisperiodofAlbanianhistory,butrathertoanalyzesomeof

thekeymythswithinthehistoricalnarrativethatemergedduringthesocialist

period.Atextanalysisofhistorytextbooksrevealsvariouspoliticalmythsre-

gardingWorldWarIIinAlbaniaandhowtheyhaveevolvedovertimeasa

responsetopurgesofpoliticalopponentswithintheparty.

MythandHistory

GeorgeSchöpflinhasarguedthat‘mythisaparticularsetofideaswithamoral

contenttoldasanarrativebyacommunityaboutitself.Mythmayormaynotbe

relatedtohistoricaltruth,thoughthosewhorelyonthenarrativegenerally

believethatitis.Mythisawayoforganisinghistorysoastomakesenseofitfor

thatparticularcommunity’.3Ifversenhasproposedthatthemythicalnarrative

shouldbeviewedasaparticulardiscourse,thepurposeofwhichistojustify

3GeorgeSchöpflin,‘TheNatureofMyth:SomeTheoreticalAspects’,inAlbanianIdentities,ed.
bySchwandner-SieversandFischer(2002),pp.26–32;here,p.26.
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orderandauthorityinacommunity.Sincemyths,heexplains,havetheim-

portantfunctionoflegitimizingpoliticalacts,modernmythsaretobeconsid-

eredaspolitical.Politicalmythsareusuallyconsideredasfoundationmyths

becausetheysymbolizetheconstitutionofanewpoliticalcommunity4andthey

areinstrumentalizedinorderto‘legitimizetheexistenceofapoliticalcom-

munity’.5

AccordingtoChiaraBottici,‘whatrendersamythspecificallypoliticalisnot

analreadypoliticalcontentofthestorythatittells,butthefactthatthestorythat

ittellscomesto“makesignificance”ofthespecificallypoliticalconditionsfora

certainsocialgrouporsociety’.6Therefore,inordertocatchthespecifically

politicalconnotationofamythsheproposesthatwemustlookatthewhole

‘workonmyth’.7Schöpflinhasarguedthatcommunicationisanimportant

aspectofmythbecausemythisameansofintensifyingcommunicationwithin

thecommunityandsimplifiesthetransmissionofpoliticalmessages.8

Historiographyplaysanimportantroleinmyth-makingprocessesbecause

newpoliticalsystemsusuallyengageinwhatHobsbawmhasdescribedasthe

‘inventionoftradition’,9aprocessthatincludestheinventionofnewpublic

ceremoniesandtheproductionofpublicmonumentswhichrepresentthenew

politicalsystem.AsHobsbawmhasargued,historiansareengagedintheprocess

oftheinventionoftradition,astheycontributeto‘thecreation,dismantlingand

restructuringofimagesofthepast’.10Inadditiontotheglorificationonthepart

oftheofficialhistoriography,theNationalLiberationMovementinAlbaniaalso

becameaninspirationforwritersandartistsduringthesocialistperiod,which

resultedinahugenumberofwrittenandartisticworksrepresentingthiseventof

contemporaryAlbanianhistory.

BerndFischer,inhisanalysisofthepoliticaluseofWorldWarIIinAlbania

duringthesocialistperiod,identifiesthefollowingasmainaspectsoftheso-

cialisthistoriography:thecentralroleofHoxhaandthepartisansinresistance

againstforeignarmies;therejectionoftheexistenceofacivilwarinAlbania;the

4JanIfversen,‘MythintheWritingofEuropeanHistory’,inNationalizingthePast:Historians
asNationBuildersinModernEurope,ed.byStefanBergerandChrisLorenz(London:
Palgrave-Macmillan,2010),pp.454–457.
5Ibid.,p.457.
6ChiaraBottici,APhilosophyofPoliticalMyth(NewYork:CambridgeUniversityPress,2007),
p.180.
7Ibid.,p.181.
8GeorgeSchöpflin,‘TheFunctionsofMythandaTaxonomyofMyths’,inMythsandNa-
tionhood,ed.byGeoffreyHoskingandGeorgeSchöpflin(London:Hurst,1997),p.24.
9EricHobsbawm,‘Mass-producingTraditions:Europe1870–1914’in:TheInventionofTra-
dition(Cambridge:CambridgeUniversityPress,1983),p.271.

10Ibid.,p.13.
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minimizationoftheBritishassistancetothepartisans,andthecleansingof

specificeventsduringthewar.11

Therehavebeenvariousclassificationsofmyths.Schöpflinidentifiesvarious

mythstobefoundinCentralandEasternEurope.12Followinghistaxonomy,we

canidentifymythsoffoundation,mythsofmilitaryvalourandmythsofrebirth

andrenewalregardingtherepresentationoftheNationalLiberationWarinthe

historytextbooksanalyzedforthisstudy.

MythsofFoundation:TheLeaderCult

Theestablishmentofnewpoliticalsystemsisusuallyaccompaniedbythecre-

ationofvariousmythsoffoundationwhichaimtodistinguishthenewsystem

fromthepreviousonesandrepresentabetterfutureahead.13Onecrucialelement

ofthelegitimationofnewpoliticalsystemsistheleadercult,an‘established

systemofvenerationofapoliticalleader’,14whichshouldbeplacedinthecontext

ofthevariousstrategiestowardsthelegitimationofcommunistrule.Reespro-

posesthreefundamentalstrategiesoflegitimation:thesymbolicattachment,

basedontheidentificationofthepopulationwithrepresentativesymbolicele-

mentsofthenewpoliticalsystem;ideologicalsupport,basedontheideological

aimsoftheregime;andperformanceattainment,basedonhowthecapacityof

thestatetoaccommodatesociety’sneedsisperceivedbythepublic.15

TheNationalLiberationMovementinAlbaniaduringWorldWarIIwasthe

majoreventinAlbanianhistorytosubsequentlybeusedasastrategyforle-

gitimatingcommunistruleasestablishedin1944,andakeyfunctionwithinthis

strategywasgiventotheleadercultofEnverHoxha.Thehistoricalnarrative

duringthesocialistperiodfocusedextensivelyontheNationalLiberation

MovementduringWorldWarIIandtheroleplayedbyboththeCommunistParty

ofAlbaniaanditsleaderEnverHoxha.Itwasthestartingpointforthecon-

structionoftheleadercultsurroundingEnverHoxhainthedecadesfollowing

WorldWarII.Reeshaspointedoutthatthecommunistleadercultincommunist

11BerndJ.Fischer,‘TheSecondWorldWarinAlbania:HistoryandHistoricalAgendas’,in
AlbanischeGeschichte:StandundPerspektivenderForschung,editedbyOliverJensSchmitt
andEvaAnneFrantz(Munich:Oldenbourg,2009),pp.122–125;BerndJ.Fischer,‘Politizimi
Ihistories:RastiiShqiprisnLuftneDyt Botrore,in:FatosTarifa,RomeoGurakuqi
andErmalHasimja,PolitikadheHistoria(Tirana:UETPress,2012),pp.185–195.

12Fischer,‘TheSecondWorldWarinAlbania’,pp.28–34.
13Schöpflin,‘TheFunctionsofMythandaTaxonomyofMyths’,p.33.
14E.A.Rees,‘LeaderCults:Varieties,PreconditionsandFunctions’,inTheLeaderCultin
CommunistDictatorships:StalinandtheEasternBloc,ed.byBalzsApor,JanC.Behrends,
PollyJones,andE.A.Rees(HampshireandNewYork:PalgraveMacmillan,2004),p.4.

15Ibid.,p.4.
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countriesservedthreeprimaryfunctions:thelegitimationofthepowerofthe

rulinggrouparoundthefigureoftheleader,themanagementofpotentialcon-

flictswithintherulingelite,andthemanagementofrelationsbetweentheruling

eliteandsociety.16StandishhasarguedthattheroleofEnverHoxhainthe

establishmentanddevelopmentofmythsduringthesocialistperiodwastwo-

fold,sincehewasboththecentralsubjectofthemyth-makingprocessandthe

principalmyth-makerthroughhisownnumerouspublications.17Theemer-

genceoftheleadercultofEnverHoxhawasinitiallycloselyrelatedtothe

foundationoftheCommunistPartyinNovember1941anditsroleduringthe

resistancetotheItalianandGermanoccupation.Albanianhistoriography

duringsocialismemphasizedthecontributionofthecommunistmovement

priortoandduringthefirstmonthsoftheItalianoccupationinAlbaniaonApril

7th1939.

Theanalysisofthehistorytextbooksshowsthattherepresentationofthefirst

groupsandformsofresistancechanged.Inthehistorytextbookof1963wefind

informationontheestablishmentofarevolutionarycommitteeforpublicrescue

inKorÅapriortotheItalianoccupation.18Whilenotmentionedinthetextbookof

1963,theroleofEnverHoxhawithinthecommitteeisexplicitlystatedinthe

textbookof1985:

InKorÅatherevolutionarycommitteeofpublicrescuewasestablished,whereanim-

portantrolewasplayedbycomradeEnverHoxha,whoatthattimewasateacheratthe

LyceuminKorÅaandamemberofthecommunistgroupofKorÅa.19

EarlyresistancetotheItalianoccupationwasattributedfirstandforemosttothe

leadershipofcommunists.Inthehistorytextbookof1963weread:

ButwhilethegovernmentofZoguwastryingtohidethetruthfromthepeopleand

officiallydeniedthenewsonthepreparationsforaggressionagainstAlbania,the

popularmassesofthecountry,undertheleadershipofthecommunists,started

demonstrationsintownsonApril1st,protestingagainsttheaggressionandexpressing

theirwilltofighttoprotecttheircountry.20

Communistswererepresentedastheleadersoftheresistanceagainstthein-

vasionin1985,asthefollowingdescriptionshows:

16Ibid.,p.21.
17AlexM.J.Standish,‘EnverHoxha’sRoleintheDevelopmentofSocialistAlbanianMyths’,in
AlbanianIdentities,ed.bySchwandner-SieversandFischer(2002),p.116.

18HistorieShqipris(1963),p.227.
19Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.168.
20HistorieShqipris(1963),p.227.
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Powerfuldemonstrationsspreadeverywhereinthecountry,especiallyinTirana.The

peopleaskedtheirgovernmenttotakemeasuresfortheprotectionofthecountryand

distributearmstothem.Thedemonstrationswereledbycommunists.21

Whatbothhistorytextbooksfailtomentionisthattheresistanceontheinvasion

daywasorganizedbygendarmerietroopsinDurrs.Regardingtheresistanceon

thedayoftheItalianinvasion(April7th1939),bothtextsmentiontheresistance

ofAlbanianpatriots,withoutmentioningthenameAbazKupi.22Kupiwasthe

gendarmeriecommanderinDurrsandwastobecomeoneofthemostim-

portantrepresentativesofthenon-communistresistanceinAlbaniaduring

WorldWarII.

Theroleofcommunistsinthefirstyearofoccupationisdescribedasfollows

inthetextbookof1963:

Undertheleadershipofcommunists,workers,patriotsandAlbanianyouthstarted

demonstrations,strikes,protests,sabotages,andassassinationsoffascists.Wide-scale

propagandabeganeffortstounveilthefascism.23

Thesameimportanceisattributedtocommunistsregardingtheorganizationof

theresistanceinthetextbookof1985.Thecommunistsarerepresentedasleaders

ofvariousactsofresistanceandsabotageagainsttheItalianoccupation:

Thepopularresistanceagainsttheforeigninvadersbeganinvariousformsinthefirst

monthsoftheoccupation.Theorganizersoftheresistancewerethecommunistgroups.

Antifascistdemonstrationsandprotestswerearrangedwiththeirinitiative.24

Thetextbooksshowanefforttoinvestideologicalmotivesbehindthevarious

earlyformsofprotestswhichinmanycaseswereinrealityfuelledbyeconomic

motivesorthearbitrarybehaviouroftheadministration.Albaniancommunists

weretoodividedtobeabletotakeorganizedactionagainsttheItalianoccu-

pationandanefforttoreachanagreementontheestablishmentofaCentral

CommitteebetweenthecommunistgroupofKorÅaandthecommunistgroupof

Shkodrafailed.25BeforethefoundationoftheCommunistPartyofAlbaniain

1941,severalcommunistgroupshadbeenactiveinAlbania,andtherepre-

sentationoftheactivitiesofthevariouscommunistgroupsandtheirroleinthe

resistanceagainsttheItalianoccupationdiffersrathersignificantly.

Inthetextbookof1963,thereareseparatesubchaptersforeachoffourmain

communistgroupsthatwereactiveinAlbaniainthe1930s.TheKorÅagroupwas

21Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.168.
22HistorieShqipris(1963),p.227;Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.168.
23HistorieShqipris(1963),p.232.
24Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.170.
25ReginaldHibbert,Fitorjaehidhur:LuftaNacionalÅlirimtareeShqipris(Tirana:Shtpia
BotueseeLidhjessShkrimtarve,1993),p.33.
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describedasthemostimportant,adheringtothemostrighteousofMarxist

viewsascomparedtotheothergroups.TheShkodragroupwascriticizedbe-

causeofthelackofunity,importantpoliticalandideologicalambiguities,and

theinclusionofmemberswhowerenotactivelyinvolvedincommunism.Nev-

ertheless,thetextcontinuesthat‘Despitethesemistakes,inthedaysofthefascist

occupationofAlbaniabothgroupsshowedtherightattitude.Theywereaheadof

themassesandaskedforgunstofightagainsttheforeignoccupation’.26The

othertwocommunistgroups(theYouthgroupandtheFiregroup)werecon-

sideredfractionsandenemiesofMarxism,andwereheavilycriticizedassup-

portersofthefascistoccupationandcollaborators.27

Inthetextbookof1985thereislessinformationontheexistingcommunist

groupspriortothefoundationoftheCommunistPartyofAlbania.Thestances

ofthecommunistgroupsareexpressedasfollows:

TheleadersoftheShkodragrouphesitatedtoleadthemembersintoafrontalwarwith

thefascistinvaders.Nevertheless,themajorityofthemembers,includingsomeofthe

leaders,headedantifascistdemonstrations,asdidthemajorityofthemembersofthe

Youthgroup,unliketheirgroupleaders.TheKorÅagroupexpressedapreferencefor

antifascistactivitiesandtheorganizationofthearmednationalliberationwar.28

InbothtextbookstheKorÅacommunistgroup(ofwhichEnverHoxhawasa

member)isrepresentedasthemostcompactgroupandtheonethatcalledfor

waragainsttheItalianoccupation.Thedescriptionsofothercommunistgroups

implythattherewereinnerconflictsamongthemembersandthegrouplead-

ership.TheidentificationoftheleadersoftheYouthandFiregroupsastraitors

andimperialistagentsresultedininfluentialnamesofthecommunistmovement

beingneutralized,andthusservingthelaterrepresentationofEnverHoxhaas

thehistoricalleaderofthecommunistmovementinAlbania.

StretenovicandPutohavearguedthattheonlyrivaltotheleadercultofHoxha

wasprovidedbythecultoftheParty.Hoxhahimselfwascarefultopublicly

acknowledgetheauthorityoftheParty,althoughinpracticehewasmakingthe

decisions.29IarguethatthemythoftheCommunistPartyactuallyservedthe

legitimationofEnverHoxhaastheleaderoftheresistanceagainsttheforeign

occupation.Forthispurpose,themythoftheCommunistPartywasstrongly

connectedtotheleadercultsurroundingEnverHoxhaasitsfounder.Inthe

26HistorieShqipris(1963),pp.219–220.
27Ibid.,p.220.
28Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.172.
29StanislavSretenovicandArtanPuto,‘LeaderCultsintheWesternBalkans(1945–90):Josip
BrozTitoandEnverHoxha’inTheLeaderCultinCommunistDictatorships,ed.byAporetal.
(2004),p.218.
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historytextbookof1963,Hoxha’sleadingroleinthefoundationoftheCom-

munistPartyisexplicitelystated:

SinceitsfoundationtheCommunistPartytiedthedestinyofourpeopletotheSoviet

people;itbecametheblacksmithoftheunbreakableAlbanian-Sovietfriendship,the

foundationstoneofallvictoriesoftheAlbanianpeople.Forthefoundationofthe

CommunistPartyofAlbaniaadecisiveandprincipalwarwaswagedbycomradeEnver

Hoxha,whoisitsfounderandleader.30

TheparticipationofthetwodelegatesoftheCommunistPartyofYugoslaviain

themeetingatwhichtheCommunistPartyofAlbaniawasfoundedisnot

mentionedineitherofthetexts,31afactthatcanperhapsbeexplainedbythe

interruptionofrelationsbetweenAlbaniaandYugoslaviain1948.

Thechangesoftitlesofchaptersbetweenthetextbooksof1963and1985aim

tounderlinetheleadershipoftheCommunistPartyintheNationalLiberation

War.Inthetextbookof1963,thechapterontheliberationwarwasentitled‘The

NationalLiberationWaroftheAlbanianPeople(1939–1944)’,whileinthe

textbookof1985thetitlewaschangedto‘TheAlbanianAntifascistNational

LiberationWarundertheLeadershipoftheCommunistPartyofAlbaniaagainst

theFascistItalianYoke(1939–1944)’.32Thetitleofasubchapterinthetextbookof

1963,‘TheBeginningoftheArmed War”33impliesthatthearmedresistance

beganaftertheformationoftheCommunistParty,whileinrealityarmedlocal

bandshadalreadybeenorganizingactionsagainsttheItalianoccupation.

AstheindividualcultofEnverHoxhaevolved,thereisastrongeremphasison

thepersonalroleofEnverHoxhainthewarofresistance.Inthetextbookof1963

weread:‘OnNovember28th1941,undertheleadershipoftheparty,demon-

strationswereorganizedinallAlbaniantownswherethepatriotsfoughtthe

fascists.’34Inthetextbookof1985,theleadingrolewasattributeddirectlyto

EnverHoxha,35depictinghimastheGreatWarleaderwhoresistedtheforeign

occupationarmies.HisimageasthearchitectofthegreatvictoryoftheAlbanian

peopleduringWorldWarIIconstitutedacentralaspectofhistoriographyonthe

NationalLiberationMovement.

Oneimportantchangebetweenthetwotextbooksistheomissionofvarious

historicalfiguresinthetextbookof1985.Thetextbookof1963mentionspar-

tisanswhowereheroicallykilledinbattleswiththeinvaders,ofcommunist

leadersandpoliticalopponentsdescribedastraitorsoragentsofimperialist

30HistorieShqipris(1963),p.236.
31HistorieShqipris(1963),pp.234–236;Frashri/Pollo(1985),pp.173–174.
32HistorieShqipris(1963),p.226;Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.169.
33HistorieShqipris(1963),p.236.
34HistorieShqipris(1963),p.236.
35Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.173.
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countries,andafewcollaboratorsofEnverHoxha,suchasMehmetShehu.The

textbookof1985includesfarfewernamesandformercollaborators;themost

prominentofthese,MehmetShehu,hadbecomeatraitor.

ThedeathofMehmetShehubroughtaboutanabruptchangeinthehistorical

narrativeontheSecondWorldWarinAlbania.Standishhasarguedthatitwasan

eventthatdisruptedthemyth-makingprocess.PreviouspurgeswithintheParty

hadnotquestionedHoxha’sroleduringtheNationalLiberationWarmainly

becausethepurgeshappenedbeforetheconsolidationofHoxha’smyth.Shehu,

ontheotherhand,hadbeenaco-fighterandcollaboratorofHoxhaforalong

timeandwasthereforeanimportantfigureofthemythdepictingthatEnver

Hoxhaandhiswartimecollaboratorshadbeenresponsiblefortheliberationof

thecountryandalsolivingsymbolsofthataccomplishment.36

ThemeasurestakenafterthedeathofMehmetShehuincludedtheremovalof

Shehu’spublicationsfromcirculation,theerasureofpositivereferencestohim

inallofficialpublications,thepublicationofaneweditionofHoxha’smemoirs,

andthedenunciationofShehuasatraitorandasecretagent.37Thesedevelop-

mentsintheofficialAlbanianhistoriographywerereflectedinschoolhistory

textbooks.Inthetextbookof1963,forexample,whereMehmetShehuisnot

explicitlymentionedinthesubchapterdedicatedtotheliberationofTirana,in

1985hehadbecometheenemywhohadallowedtheGermantroopstoleavethe

city:

After19daysofbloodyfighting,onNovember17th1944Tiranawasliberated.The

enemysufferedabout2000casualties.Thedamagewouldhavebeenmuchhigher,but

Hitler’stroopsleftthecapitalthroughanopenescaperouteleftbytheenemyMehmet

Shehu,incontradictiontotheordersoftheGeneralCommandotocompletelysur-

roundTirana.38

Inthetextbookof1963,MehmetShehuismentionedastheCommanderofthe

FirstBrigadeoftheNationalLiberationArmy,whichwascreatedonAugust15th

1943.39Inthetextbookof1985,afootnotewasaddedonMehmetShehunoting

that:

MehmetShehuwasappointedtheCommanderoftheFirstBrigade.Hehadreturned

fromabroadwherehewasputontheserviceofBritish-Americans,tookpartinthe

NationalLiberationMovement,wasrecruitedasanagentoftheYugoslavs,andactedin

Albaniafollowingtheirorders.OftencriticizedbythePartyforgravemistakes,he

managedtoconcealhistrueintentions.40

36Standish,‘EnverHoxha’sroleinthedevelopmentofsocialistAlbanianmyths’,pp.117–118.
37Ibid.,pp.118–119.
38Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.194.
39HistorieShqipris(1963),p.246.
40Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.180.
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Inthetextbookof1963,theroleofMehmetShehuduringtheGermanoffensivein

thewinterof1943–1944isdescribedastheleaderofeightypartisanswho

eliminatedaGermancompanyandforcedtheenemytoadvanceslower,giving

timetotheFirstBrigadetopasstotheregionofVlora.41Whilein1963Mehmet

ShehuwaspraisedasthesaviouroftheFirstBrigadewhichwassurroundedby

GermantroopsintheregionofMallakastra,thehistoricalnarrativechangedin

1985,whenMehmetShehuwasaccusedof‘deliberatelydelayingthedepartureof

troopsandleadingthemontodangerousrouteswheremanyfighterswerekil-

led”.42

ThecultofEnverHoxhaisalsovisuallyrepresentedinvariousforms,oftenin

imagesofHoxhawearingamilitaryuniform.Inhisanalysisoftheindividualcult

ofEnverHoxhainimagesanditsevolvementovertime,Ursprunghasargued

that,duringthe1950s,thecentralpositioninthevisualstatepropagandawas

dedicatedtotheconstructionofsocialism,anditwasonlyinthe1960sthatthe

statepropagandaconcentratedonEnverHoxha.43

Thecomparisonofthetwotextbooksshowstheevolutionandconsolidation

oftheleadercultofEnverHoxhafromthe1960sonwards,expressedinthe

strongeremphasisonHoxha’sindividualcontributionduringthewaraswellas

hisrepresentationasthefounderoftheCommunistPartyandthegreatvisionary

leaderoftheNationalLiberationWar.

MythsofMilitaryValour

ThereweretwoessentialaspectsinthemythsofmilitaryvalourduringWorld

WarIIinAlbania:partisanwarfareandtheabsenceofforeignaidindefeatingthe

foreigninvaders.Regardingthefirstaspect,thehistorytextbooksincludelively

descriptionsofthecourageandheroismofthepartisans,whoaredescribedas

braveanddetermined:

Incitiesandvillagesguerrillapartisanunitswerecreated.Theywerecomposedofbrave

anddeterminedpersons,communistsandpersonswithoutpartyaffiliation,especially

poorworkersandpeasants.44

Thereisatendencytoexaggeratethenumberofsoldiersfightinginthebattlesby

juxtaposingasmallnumberofpartisansagainstalargenumberofenemies.In

41HistorieShqipris(1963),p.251.
42Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.185.
43DanielUrsprung,‘PersonenkultimBild:Stalin,EnverHoxhaundNicolaeCeauşescuim
Vergleich’,inDerFührerimEuropades20.Jahrhunderts,ed.byHeidiHein-Kircherand
BennoEnnker(Marburg:Herder2010),pp.61–62.

44HistorieShqipris(1963),p.236.
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thetextbookof1963wefinddescriptionsofpartisanheroiceffortssuchasthe

following:‘DuringcombatsinJune,partisansonceagainshowedexamplesof

legendaryheroism.Thehunger,thesleeplessnessandlongmarchesdidnotbend

them’.45Descriptionsinthetextbookof1985focustoalargerextentonthe

qualitiesoftheNationalLiberationArmy:

Duringtheoffensiveoftheenemy,whichenjoyedalargenumericalandtechnical

superiority,theNationalLiberationArmywithitsheroicresistanceandagilityproved

itselfasanarmywithanexcellentmoraleandwithstrongorganizationalabilities,an

armyloyaltotheendtotheinterestsofthepeopleandthefatherland.46

FischerhasarguedthatthemilitarymythaimedtoincreaseAlbanianpartic-

ipationintheexpulsionofGermantroopsfromAlbanianterritories.Itwasan

elementthatwouldcontributetounityaroundthenewregimeandalsolegiti-

mizethecomingtopowerofEnverHoxhaandtheCommunistParty.47

Thesecondaspectofthemythofmilitaryvalourregardstheomissionof

informationontheforeignaidfortheNationalLiberationWarinAlbaniaduring

theSecondWorldWar.Inreferencetothemilitaryaidandmaterialsupplies

giventotheNationalLiberationMovementbytheBritishmissionsinAlbania,

thebookHistorieShqipris(1963)portraystheactivitiesoftheBritishmilitary

missionsas‘effortstoactivateAlbanianpoliticalreactionarygroupsinorderto

usethemastoolsinfavourableconditions’,48andas‘agentsofBritishim-

perialismwhoweretryingtore-establishtheAlbanianreaction’.49Thereisno

mentionofthesupportgiventotheNationalLiberationArmyinthetextbookof

1963:

ClosetothereactionaryheadsofLegaliteti50andBalliKombtar51,BritishandAmer-

icanmilitarymissionswereappointedwho,insteadofsupportingtheNationalLib-

erationArmy,whowerefightingafiercewaragainsttheNaziGermans,withmilitary

materials,weresecretlysupplyingthetraitorswhocollaboratedwiththeenemy.[…]

UnderstandingtherealintentionsofBritishandAmericanmilitarymissionsinAl-

bania,theCentralCommitteeofthePartyorderedthepartymembersandthepartisan

45HistorieShqipris(1963),p.257.
46Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.186.
47Fischer(2002),p.141.
48HistorieShqipris(1963),p.247.
49Ibid.,p.249.
50Legaliteti(Legality)wasformedbyAbazKupiinNovember1943.AbazKupihadbeena
memberoftheGeneralCounciloftheNationalLiberationMovement,whoestablished
LegalitetiaftertherejectionofMukjaagreementbytheCommunistParty.Inadditiontowar
againsttheoccupations,theprogrammeoftheorganizationincludedthereturnofKingZog
underademocratickingdom.

51BalliKombtar(NationalFront)wasformedinNovember1942byliberalnationalists.For
moreinformationontheorganizationseeFischer,AlbaniaatWar,pp.132–136.
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formationstomaintainacorrectandrighteousattitudetothemilitarymissions,which

shouldnotbeallowedtobeanarbiterindomesticaffairsandhinderthewareffort.52

Nevertheless,alaterpassageinthetext,whichdescribestheAlliesthreateningto

cutthematerialsuppliesfortheNationalLiberationArmy,thusindirectlyim-

pliesthattheBritishmilitarymissionshadinfactsupportedtheNationalLib-

erationArmywithsuppliesafterall:

TheBritishandAmericanimperialistsstartedtoopenlyinterferewiththeNational

LiberationMovement.InJuly1944theMediterraneanAlliedCommandrequiredfrom

theNationalLiberationArmynottoattackthetraitorAbazKupi,otherwiseitwouldcut

thematerialsupplies.TheGeneralCommandrejectedthisdemandoftheBritishim-

perialists.53

Whileaccordingtothetextbookof1963itwastheCentralCommitteeofthe

CommunistPartythatwarnedpartymembersandpartisanformationstobe

carefulwiththeBritishmilitarymissions,inthetextbookof1985,thisroleisnow

attributeddirectlytoEnverHoxha:

ItwasthecourageousandrighteousattitudeoftheGeneralCommanderComrade

EnverHoxha,inhisprotectionofthevitalinterestsoftheAlbanianpeople,thatsaved

theAntifascistNationalLiberationMovementandindeedthecountry.54

Fischerhasarguedthatthemythoftheheroicpartisanwarwasanimportant

factorforthelegitimizationofHoxha’sregime.55Theemphasisontheglorious

partisanwarstrengthenstherepresentationoftheNationalLiberationArmyas

theonlyorganizationfightingfortheliberationofthecountryagainsttheforeign

armies.Thenegationorminimizationoftheforeignaidinturnstrengthensthe

mythsofmilitaryvalouroftheNationalLiberationArmy,andthereforecon-

stitutesacentralaspectofthemyth-makingprocessduringthesocialistperiod.

MythsofRebirthandRenewal:TheNationalLiberationWarasa
PopularRevolution

Mythsofrebirthandrenewalarelinkedtorevolutionsandare,asSchöpflinhas

argued,‘awayoflegitimatingchange,ofunderstandingfar-reachingtrans-

formation,ofcreatingmythicorderinthechaosofamajorpoliticalshift’.56

DuringWorldWarIIapoliticalshifttookplaceinAlbaniawhichlaidthe

52HistorieShqipris(1963),p.253.
53Ibid.,pp.259–260.
54Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.191.
55Fischer(2002),p.142.
56Schöpflin(1997),pp.32–33.
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foundationsfortheestablishmentofthecommunistsystemafterthewar.The

CommunistPartytookstepstowardsestablishingitselfasthelegitimatepolitical

forcetoclaimpowerafterthewar.Twomeetingsduringthewarrepresented

importantstepsinthisdirectionandshowedtheintentionoftheCommunist

Partytoassumepowerevenwhiletheliberationwarwasstillongoing.Thetwo

meetingswereorganizedwiththeparticipationofdifferentgroupsofresistance

activeinAlbaniaduringthewar.Byfocusingonthesetwomeetings,Iaimto

analyzehowtherelationshipbetweentheCommunistPartyandotherresistance

groupsduringthewarisrepresentedinthetextbooks,andhowthisrepre-

sentationservestolegitimatetheestablishmentofthecommunistregime.There

wereseveralotherplenumsandconferencesoftheCommunistPartyorganized

duringthewarwhichrepresentattemptstoestablishthepoweroftheCom-

munistPartyinthepost-warstate,butthesewillnotbeanalyzedforthepurposes

ofthischapter,sincetheyrepresentunilateralactionsundertakenbytheCPA.

ThefirstmeetingwasorganisedinPeza,avillagenearTirana,onSeptember

16th1942,withtheparticipationofrepresentativesofvariousresistancegroups.

Thetextbooksattributetheinitiativefortheorganizationofthemeetingtothe

Communistparty:

OnSeptember16th1942andontheinitiativeoftheCommunistParty,aconferencewas

organizedinPezawithrepresentativesoftheCommunistPartyofAlbania,theanti-

fascistyouthandwomen,andrepresentativesofvariousnon-organizedfractions

withintheNationalLiberationMovement.57

Thedescriptionoftheseparticipantsinthetextbookof1963indicatesthat,

despitetherepresentationoftheCommunistPartyastheinitiatorforthe

meeting,othergroupsexistedwithintheliberationmovement.Thepicture

changesinthetextbookof1985,wherethenationalistsarepresentedeitheras

havingacceptedthedirectivesoftheCommunistPartyorashavingapassive

attitudetowardtheItalianoccupation:

TheconferenceofPezawasattendedbyrepresentativesoftheCommunistPartyandof

differentnationalisticfractions.Amongthesenationalists,somehadacceptedthe

politicaldirectivesofthePartyandwerefightingagainsttheoccupation.Theothers

appearedtobebidingtheirtimeforthemoment.58

TheprincipaldecisionsofthePezameetingweretowageanuncompromising

waragainstthefascistinvadersandthedomestictraitorsforafree,independent

anddemocraticAlbania,toorganizeallpatrioticforcesintoaunitednational

liberationfront,toprepareforthepeople’sarmeduprisingastheultimatestage

ofthepartisanwar,andtoestablishnationalliberationcouncilsinallregionsof

57HistorieShqipris(1963),pp.237–238.
58Frashri/Pollo(1985),pp.175–176.
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thecountry.59Thetextbookof1985stressestheimportanceoftheCommunist

Partyinthedecision-makingprocesses.Whilethe1963textbookonlymentions

themostsignificantdecisionsmade,in1985learnersreadthat‘Theconferenceof

PezaunanimouslyapprovedtheplatformoftheCommunistParty’,60assigning

totheCommunistPartytheleadingrolewithinthenewlyestablishedNational

LiberationFront.Themeetingisrepresentedas,

aresultofthewaroftheParty,sinceitsfoundationfortheunificationofallantifascist

forces,withoutanydifferentiationonthebasisofreligious,regionalorpoliticalcon-

victions,fortheextensionofthenationalliberationwarandtheleadingroleofthe

CommunistPartyinthiswar.TheNationalLiberationFrontwasledbyasingleparty,

theCommunistParty.61

Theconferencewasconsideredaneventwhich‘laidthefoundationsforthe

organizationofthenewpopularpower’.62Thetextbookof1985consideredthe

decisionsofthemeeting‘agreatpoliticalvictoryfortheCommunistParty’,63and

itstressedtheroleplayedbyEnverHoxhaduringthemeeting.Thedecisionto

establishNationalLiberationCouncilswasattributedtohisspeechtitled‘The

nationalliberationcouncilsasorgansofunificationandwaroftheAlbanian

people’,64andaseparatepartofthesectioninthe1985textbookisdedicatedto

therevolutionaryactivitiesofEnverHoxha.65Albanianhistoriographydidnot

mentiontheeighteenindividualswhoorganizedtheconference,whichwaslater

glorifiedascertainnameswerenottoberelatedtotheconference.Whileev-

eryonewhowasinPezahadshownwillingnesstoacceptotherideologiesandto

fighttogetheragainsttheItalianoccupation,itwasnotpossibleforcertain

personstobecomepartofthecollectivememory.66

AstronglydebatedeventwhichoccurredduringWorldWarIIisthemeeting

ofMukjathattookplaceon2August1943withtheparticipationofrepre-

sentativesoftheNationalLiberationFrontandBalliKombtar.TheMukja

Agreementscalledfortheconstructionofanewnationalcommitteeforthe

salvationofAlbania,whichwouldbemadeupofequalnumbersofrepresenta-

tivesfrombothorganizationsandwouldfunctionasaprovisionalgovernment.

Thedelegatessupportedtheconceptofan‘ethnicAlbania’baseduponthe

enlargedfrontiersof1941andproclaimedAlbania’sindependencebyannulling

59HistorieShqipris(1963),p.238;Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.176.
60Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.176.
61HistorieShqipris(1963),p.238.
62Ibid.,p.238.
63Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.176.
64Ibid.,p.176.
65Ibid.,p.172.
66HubertNeuwirth,WiderstandundKollaborationinAlbanien1939–1944(Wiesbaden:
Harrassowitz,2008),p.77.
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thedecisionsofthefascistassemblyof12April1939,whichhadconstructedthe

firstpuppetAlbaniangovernmentaftertheItalianinvasion.Theassembled

delegatesagreedtofightagainsttheItalians.67

ThedecisionsmadeinthemeetingofMukjawererejectedbytheCommunist

Partyshortlyafterthemeeting.ThisrejectionoftheMukjadecisionsiscon-

sideredbyseveralhistoriansasthestartingpointofacivilwarinAlbaniaduring

WorldWarII,whentheexistingpoliticalpartiesinAlbaniafoughteachotherin

anattempttosecurepowerafterthelargerwar.Reportsalsoindicatethatthe

releaseoftheorderfromtheCentralCommitteeoftheCommunistPartytocease

allcollaborationwithBalliKombtarrenderedacivilwarbetweentheNational

LiberationMovementandBalliKombtarinevitable.68Thefollowingdescription

ofthemeetingisgiveninthetextbookof1963:

Therepresentativesofthe[Communist]PartyinthismeetingwereYmerDishnicaand

MustafaGjinishi,who,inopencontradictiontothepartyline,agreedonacompromise

withBalliKombtar,establishing‘ThecommitteeforthesalvationofAlbania’,com-

prisedofsixrepresentativesoftheFrontandsixfromBalliKombtar.Inthisway,the

traitororganizationofBalliKombtarwasputinanequalpositionwiththeNational

LiberationFront.TheCentralPartyCommitteerejectedthedecisionsofMukjaand

withdrewitsrepresentativeswhohadignoredthepartydirective.69

ThetworepresentativesoftheCommunistPartywereheldresponsibleand

accusedofnotfollowingthePartydirective.Throughtheircompromiseinthe

meeting,itwasmaintained,theyhadacknowledgedBalliKombtarasapolitical

organizationofequalstandingtotheNationalOrganisationFrontheadedbythe

CommunistParty.Thelanguageisfarmoredramaticin1985:

Inordertoavoidthefratricidalwarfuelledbythefascists,theNationalLiberation

GeneralCouncildecidedtostartnegotiationswithBalliKombtar,invitingittofight

againsttheenemiesandtorecognizetheNationalLiberationCouncil.Themeetingwas

heldinMukja.ButYmerDishnica,whoheadedthedelegationoftheGeneralCouncil,

acceptedthedivisionoftheleadershipofthewarandthepopularpowerwithBalli,an

organizationthathadnotonlynotfoughtagainsttheenemy,buthadevenbeenput

underitsservice.Thiswasanactoftreacherywhichwascondemnedimmediatelyby

theCentralCommitteeoftheCommunistPartyandtheGeneralCouncil.70

OneofthehottestdebatedissuesregardingWorldWarIIinAlbaniasincethe

1990siswhethertheliberationwarwascombinedwithacivilwarafterthe

denunciationofthemeetingofMukjabytheCommunistParty.Bothtextbooks

analyzedreflectthewilloftheCommunistPartytotakepoweraftertheendofthe

67Fischer,AlbaniaatWar,p.150.
68Hibbert,Fitorjaehidhur,p.93.
69HistorieShqipris,p.247.
70Frashri/Pollo(1985),pp.180–181.
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war,andthestepsmadeduringthewarforthefulfilmentofthispurpose.

Surprisingly,inthetextbookof1985wereadthattheNationalLiberation

Movementactuallyconductedacivilwar:

ByjoiningtheforeignoccupationsandfightingopenlywiththemagainsttheNational

LiberationMovement,biglandowners,thereactionaryurbanbourgeoisieandrich

peasantryimposedthecivilwaruponthismovement.Bydestroyingthesereactionary

socialforceswithmilitarymightduringtheAntifascistNationalLiberationWarandby

thusremovingthemfrompoliticallife,therevolutionarypopularforces,ledbythe

CommunistPartyofAlbania,tookovertotalpower.71

Thisparagraphisincludedinaseparatesubchapterdedicatedtothetrans-

formationoftheNationalLiberationWarintoapopularrevolutionandtheline

ofargumentaimstoconvincethereaderthattheresponsibilityforthecivilwar

lieswiththereactionaryclasses(landlords,bigbourgeoisie,andrichpeasantry).

BothtextbooksclearlydescribetheaimoftheCommunistPartyduringthewar

toprepareforthepoliticalpowertakeoveraftertheliberationofthecountry:

ThePartydidnotseparatetheliberationwarfromthewartotakeoverpower.Along

withthenationalliberationwar,thepowerofthebourgeoisiewasdisappearing;anew

popularpowerwasbecomingestablished.72

Inthetextbookof1985,aseparatesubchaptershowshowtheAntifascistNa-

tionalLiberationWarwastransformedintoapopularrevolution:

TheAntifascistNationalLiberationWarmarkedahigherphaseincomparisonto

earliermovementsfornationalliberationandanessentialturninthehistoryofthe

country.Thiswartookplaceonafarlargerscale;itwasmoreorganizedandconscious.

Itbroughtaboutnotonlynationalliberation;thepoliticalandsocialeventsthatevolved

duringthewargraduallylentitthefeaturesofapopularrevolution,anti-feudal,anti-

imperialistandessentiallydemocraticwithsocialistelements,whichespeciallyevolved

afterthecompleteliberationofthecountry.73

Inthetextbookof1963,theconferenceofPezaandthemeetingofBeratiwere

consideredimportantstepsintheestablishmentandconsolidationofthepop-

ularpower.74ThemeetingoftheAntifascistNationalLiberationCouncil75in

BeratonOctober221944decidedthetransformationoftheAntifascistNational

71Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.196.
72HistorieShqipris(1963),p.266.
73Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.196.
74HistorieShqipris(1963),268.
75TheAntifascistNationalLiberationCouncilwascreatedbytheCongressofPrmet(May24,
1944)andhadexecutiveandlegislativepowers.TheCouncildecidedtheestablishmentofthe
AntifascistNationalLiberationCommitteeheadedbyEnverHoxhaandhadtheattributesof
aprovisionalgovernment.
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LiberationCommitteeintoaprovisionaldemocraticgovernmentofAlbania,

headedbyEnverHoxha.76

TheNationalLiberationWarwasconsidered‘thegreatestwarfoughtbythe

Albanianpeopleinthecourseofhistory’,77andas‘themostheroicandbloody

thattheAlbanianpeoplehavefoughtinthecourseofhistory.Thiswarbrought,

onNovember291944,truefreedomandfullnationalindependence’.78The

leadershipoftheCommunistPartywasconsideredthemostimportantdomestic

factorfortheliberationofthecountry,sinceithadbeenthefirsttocallforwar

againstthefascistinvadersandtheircollaborators.79

ConcludingRemarks

Theanalysisofthetwohistorytextbooksshowsthattherewereseveralmyths

surroundingtheNationalLiberationWar,whichevolvedmainlyaroundtherole

playedbytheCommunistPartyandEnverHoxhaduringtheSecondWorldWar.

ThefigureofEnverHoxhaandtheCommunistPartywerecentraltothemythsof

foundation.TheleadercultofEnverHoxhastronglyaimedtomarktheemer-

genceofanewpoliticalsystemandtheintegrationofthelatteraroundthefigure

ofitsleader.TheleadercultandthecultoftheCommunistPartywerestrongly

relateduntilthe1970s.Gradually,theemphasiswasplacedonEnverHoxhaasthe

founderoftheCommunistParty,givinghimacentralpositionwithintheNa-

tionalLiberationMovement.TheestablishmentofEnverHoxha’scultalso

functionedasamechanismtoavoideventualconflictsbetweenhigher-ranking

partymembers.ThecontinuouspurgeswithintheCommunistPartyfollowedby

changesinthehistoricalnarrativeoftheofficialhistoriographystrengthenedthe

positionofEnverHoxha,andtheleadercultevolvedaroundhim.

Thereareseveralinterestingelementsintheconstructionofthemyths.One

importantstrategyistheomissionofprominentfiguresoftheresistancein

textbooks,andthelabellingastraitorsoragentsofthefewactorsmentioned.On

theotherhand,theemphasisonthecontributionofEnverHoxha,especiallyin

the1980swhentheHoxhaleadercultevensurpassedthecultoftheCommunist

Party.Thetextbooksanalyzedrevealtwophasesinmythconstructionregarding

theroleoftheCommunistPartyduringthewar.Duringthefirstphaseinthe

1960s,theleadingrolewasattributedtotheCommunistparty.Fromthe1970s

onwards,emphasiswasplacedonEnverHoxhaasthefounderandleaderofthe

76ValentinaDuka,HistorieShqipris1912–2000(Tirana:ShtpiaBotueseeLibritUniversitar,
2007),p.226;Historiaepopullitshqiptar,p.100.

77HistorieShqipris(1963),p.266.
78Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.195.
79HistorieShqipris(1963),p.266;Frashri/Pollo(1985),p.197.
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CommunistPartyandoftheNationalLiberationWaragainsttheItalianand

Germanoccupationforces.

Themythsofmilitaryvalourinvolvedtwoprincipalaspects:partisanwarfare

andtheabsenceofforeignmilitaryaid,astrategywhichaimedtofosteriden-

tificationofthepopulationwiththeliberationwar,andtoemphasizetheglorious

victoryoftheCommunistPartyintheabsenceofforeignaid.TheNational

LiberationWarwasalsorepresentedasapopularrevolutionwhichlaidthe

foundationsfortheestablishmentofcommunistruleafterWorldWarII.

TheestablishmentofvariousmythsrelatingtoWorldWarIIservedasa

strategywithwhichtolegitimatecommunistruleinAlbaniaandthepartisan

struggleagainsttheItalianandGermanoccupiersandtheirdomesticcollabo-

rators,andtookupacentralpositioninthehistoricalnarrative.Thewarof

resistanceisrepresentedasanantifascistnationalliberationwarbutatthesame

timetheaimoftheCommunistPartytoseizepowerevenduringthewarwas

clearlyexpressed.Thepopularidentificationwiththeleaderandthenational

liberationmovementalsoservedthelegitimationofcommunistrule.Inaddition

toglorificationonthepartoftheofficialhistoriography,theNationalLiberation

Movementalsobecameaninspirationforwritersandartistsduringthesocialist

period,whichbroughtaboutawealthofworksrepresentingthiseventofcon-

temporaryAlbanianhistory.ThetotalinternationalisolationofAlbaniaafterthe

break-upwithChinain1978contributedtotheintensificationofmythical

narrativesbyAlbanianhistoriography,equallyreflectedinschoolhistorytext-

books.
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KonstantinosGiakoumis/IlirKalemaj

FortifyingtheNation:TheImageoftheGreeksinAlbanian
HistoryTextbooks(1945–1990)

Introduction

OnSunday,April27,2014thefirstauthorofthispaper1tookhissontoabook

festivalattheNationalHistoricalMuseum,Tirana,wherehebychancehadthe

opportunitytoattendapuppettheatreperformanceorganizedbytheNational

Children’sTheatreonthemuseum’spremises.Theplaywasavariationona

‘SleepingBeauty’theme,onlythattheroleofSleepingBeautyherewasassumed

bytheIllyrianPrincessTeuta.Theperformancecombinedhistorywithfiction:

asthewifeofAgron,IllyrianKingandrulerofShkodra(ca.250–231B.A.),2

princessTeutainheryouthwasallegedlycursedtoadeath-likesleepbya‘bad

fairy’(Alb.shtriga),whothenofferedtowakeherontheconditionthatTeutabe

subjectedtoslavery.Herfatherrejectedtheofferandannouncedthathis

daughterwouldbemarriedtohimwhomightwakeherfromdeath’ssleep.After

twobravemenfailtowakeherbysingingordancing,athirdsucceedsbyplaying

theclarinet.Filledwithrage,thebadfairyturnsintoadragon,whichisthen

promptlykilledbythebraveman(Alb.trimi)whohadsavedher(Figure2).The

settingwasdecoratedlavishlywithAlbanianflagsandthenationalcolours,red

andblack.Itisinterestingtonotenotonlytheallegedhistoricallinearityfrom

IllyrianhistorytomodernAlbania,butalsotheexistenceofa‘badfairy’,whose

attributesareuncleardespiteherobviouslyplayingasignificantroleinthe

allegoryofnationalidentitybuildingthatisthisplay.

OnecouldattributethebadfairytoTeuta’senemies,identifiedeitherasthe

GreeksortheRomansinsomeAlbanianhistorytextbooksoftheperiodinfocus.

Onetextbook,forinstance,recountsthat‘withinaveryshorttime,Teutaoc-

1ThisstudyowesmuchtoaresearchfellowshipprovidedbytheGeorgEckertInstitutefor
InternationalTextbookResearch,Brunswick,Germany,tothefirstoftheauthors.Thepaper
alsobenefitedagreatdealfromthecriticalcommentsoftwoanonymousreviewers,towhom
wearegrateful.
2RobertElsie,HistoricalDictionaryofAlbania,2ndedition(Plymouth:ScarecrowPress,2010),
p.439.
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cupiedtheTaulantians,Foinice,thecapitalofEpirosandin229B.C.E.Corfu’.3

Thesamebookcontinues:‘AftertheoccupationofCorfubytheArdiaei,Teuta

sentherfleetandbesiegedtheisleofHvar,anotherGreekcolonyintheDal-

matianSea.Hvar’sinhabitantsaskedforRome’shelp[…]TheRomanfleet

Figure1:PrincessTeutaiscursedtoadeath-likesleepbya‘badfairy’.Anepisodefromanopen-
airperformanceofpuppettheatre. K.Giakoumis.

Figure2:ThebravemanwhosavedPrincessTeutakillsthedragon. K.Giakoumis.

3“Teuta…n njkohshumtshkurtrpushtoiTaulantt,kryeqytetineEpiritFinikin,dhene
229p.e.reKorkyrn(Korfuzin)”,HistorieShqiprisprKlasneVIItShkollsShtatvjeÅare,
1959,pp.7–8.
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occupiedCorfu[…]andwenttherefromtoApolloniaandEpidamnus,wherethe

GreeksofthesecitiesopenedthedoorstothefleetandarmyofRome.The

RomansfoughttheIllyrians,whobrokedown.’4Anothertextbookcontinuesthe

storythus:‘Thenextyear,in229,Teutamovedagainstthecoastalcities.As

DurrsandHvarresisted,theIllyrianfleet[…]headedtowardsCorfu.Aetolia’s

andAchaia’sfleetcametotheassistanceofCorfu.Thenavalbattlebetweenthe

twofleetsdevelopedclosetotheisleofPaxos.TheGreekfleetwasdefeated,while

theIllyriansoccupiedCorfu.’5Thesametextbookconcludestheaccountwiththe

ominoussummary:‘TheswiftstrengtheningoftheIllyrianKingdomcaused

concernnotonlytotheGreekstates,butalsotheRepublicofRome’.6

Regardlessoftheeffectivenessofsymbolicnation-buildingstrategies7man-

ifestedinformsofbanalnationalism8inthetwenty-firstcentury,thenotionofan

enemycovetousofTeuta’s(i.e.Albania’s)freedomisstrikinglysimilartothe

1976preambletotheamendedConstitutionofAlbania,authoredbyEnver

Hoxhahimself:9

TheAlbanianpeoplehaveblazedthepathofhistoryswordinhand.Inthestrugglewith

domesticandforeignenemies,theyhavedefendedtheirexistenceasapeopleandasa

nationandfoughtfornationalfreedomandindependence,fortheirnativelandand

mothertongue,fortheirlivelihoodandsocialjustice.10

Thisstrongproclamationinthepreambletothe1976ConstitutionofAlbania

displaystheconcernedandconcentratedpreoccupationofAlbania’sStalinist

dictatorandthecommunistnomenclaturearoundhimtoexercisestrictcontrol

overthepopulationofthisself-isolatedcountrybycreatingandexploitingan

environmentofexistentialistfearsfromimagineddomesticandexternalene-

mies.

4PasiupushtuaKorkyrangaArdiant,TeutadrgoiflotnesajdherrethoiishullinIsa,nji
tjetrkolonigrekenDalmaci.BanorteIss,krkuanndihmneRoms…Flotaromake…
pushtoiKorkyrndheprejandejudrejtuanApollonieEpidamnus,kugrekritektyredy
qytetevetihapinportatflotsdheushtrissRoms.RomaktundeshnmeIlirt,tciltu
thyen.Ibid.,pp.7–8.
5‘Vitintjetr,m229,Teutaiudrejtuaqytetevebregdetare.MeqenseDurrsidheIsarezi-
stuan,flotailire…iudrejtuaKorkyrs.NndihmtKorkyrserdhiflotaeEtolisdhee
Akais.BetejanavalendrmjetdyflotaveuzhvilluanafrsiteishullitPaksos.Flotagrekeu
shpartalluakurseilirtpushtuanKorkyrn’HistoriaeShqiprisprshkollatemesme,2nd

edition,1974,p.20.
6Ibid.
7PlKolstø,‘Introduction’inStrategiesofSymbolicNation-BuildinginSouthEasternEurope,
editedbyPlKolstø(Furnham&Burlington:Ashgate,2014),pp.7–9.
8 MichaelBillig,BanalNationalism(London:SagePublications,1995).
9PeterR.Prifti,SocialistAlbaniaSince1944:DomesticandForeignDevelopments(Cambridge
Mass.:MITPress,1978),p.9.

10WilliamB.Simons,ed.,TheConstitutionsoftheCommunistWorld(AlphenaandenRijn:
SijthoffandNoordhoffInternationalPublishersB.V.,1980),p.8.
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Thischapterinvestigatesonemanifestationofthisperspectiveintheimageof

theGreeksinAlbanianhistorytextbooksfromthetimeofthecommunistregime

(1945–1990),thuscontinuingandexpandinguponpreviousworkontheimage

oftheGreeksinthecourseofAlbania’snationalidentitybuildingprocess(1886

to1939).11Havingexploredthevolatilityandversatilityofethnicidentifications

intheregionsofEpirosandAlbaniauntilwellintothetwentiethcentury,wehave

demonstratedhowtheconstructionofanationalidentitybythenascentAlba-

nianstatepassedthroughthedemonizationoftheenemy,12aprocesswhich

inevitablydictatedthecontentofhistorytextbooks,13whoseemphasisonpo-

liticalandmilitaryeventsratherthanonsocialorculturalhistoryportrayeda

hostileimageoftheGreeksastheethnicOtherandneighbour.Asthischapter

willshow,thelegacyofthedemonizationoftheenemywastakenupandin-

tensifiedtotheextremebythecommunistregime,especiallyinthefinalstageof

Albania’sself-isolationinthesecondhalfofthe1970s.Itshouldbenoted,

however,thatthetendencytoviewtheOtherasapotentialenemyisnotan

exclusivetraitofcommunistregimes,14asresearchontheimageofAlbaniansin

Greek15orMacedonian16schooltextbookshasshown.

11Cf.KonstantinosGiakoumisandIlirKalemaj,‘ThePerceptionoftheGreekintheAlbanian
NationalIdentity-BuildingProcess(1886–1938)’:http://ssrn.com/abstract=2602565or
http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2602565;andKalemaj,IlirandGiakoumisKonstantinos.‘The
ImageofGreek-AlbanianLingualandCulturalRelationsinAlbanianSchoolHistoryText-
books(1886–1939)’.Albanohellenica6(2015)[2]:http://media.wix.com/ugd/5c39e7_e8db7
b67f37648479608009aef19b559.pdf.

12SeeKonstantinosGiakoumis,‘ThePolicyoftheOrthodoxPatriarchateTowardtheUseof
AlbanianinChurchServices’,Albanohellenica4(2011):pp.137–71;andKonstantinos
Giakoumis,‘AgainsttheImperialPast:ThePerceptionoftheTurkandGreek“Enemy”inthe
AlbanianNationalIdentity-BuildingProcess’inBalkanEmpires:ImperialImaginedCom-
munitiesinSoutheasternEurope,18th-20thc.,editedbyDimitrisStamatopoulos(Budapest:
CEUPress,2017).

13GiakoumisandKalemaj,‘ThePerceptionoftheGreek’.
14Cf.SimonaSzakcs,‘NowandThen:ANationalIdentityConstructioninRomanianHistory.
AComparativeStudyofCommunistandPost-CommunistSchoolTextbooks’Internationale
Schulbuchforschung29(2007):pp.1–25;DarkoStojanov,‘InSearchofAutochthony:ACase
StudyoftheGreatMigrationsPeriodasPresentedinHistoryTextbooksinMacedonia’Der
Donauraum50(2010):pp.225–34.

15PanagiotisXochellis,KapsalisAchileas,AndreouAndreas,IsmyrliadouAdela,Loukidou
Despoina,BonidisCyriakos,HatzisavvidisSophronis.‘GEij|matou“6kkou”staSwokij\
Bibk_aIstoq_artymBakjamij~mWyq~m’.InGEij|matou“6kkou”staSwokij\Bibk_atym
Bakjamij~mWyq~m.Pqajtij\Diehmo}rSumedq_ou,Hessakom_jg,16–18Ojtybq_ou1998,
editedbyAchileasKapsalis,KyriakosBonidis,AthenaSipitanou(Athens:Typothito,2000);
KonstantinaPapakosta,‘OK|cortgrswokiĵrIstoq_arciatourceitomijo}rkao}r:gpeq_-
ptysgtymAkbam~mstaswokij\ecweiq_diame|teqgristoq_artgrupowqeytiĵrejpa_deusgr
jat\tgletapok_teusg’.Sum]dqioPEEAmakutij\Pqocq\llatajaiSwokij\Ecweiq_dia:
Ekkgmiĵ Pqaclatij|tgtajai Diehm̂r Elpeiq_a,ConferenceProceedings2(2009):
pp.578–589.
KonstantinaPapakosta,‘TheAlbaniansinGreekTextbooksofModernHistoryinCom-
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Aspartofalongitudinalstudyoftextbooksspanningtheentirehistoryof

Albanianhistorytextbooks(1886todate),ourworkprovidesadynamicret-

rospectionofstereotypicallyand,hence,uncriticallyreproducedhistorical

constructions,whichseemtostillbeaffectingtheattitudesofAlbanianstowards

Greeks,asdemonstratedinrecentsurveys.17Weseektobreaknewgroundby

linkingtheimageoftheOtherinschooltextbooksoftheBalkanswiththe

politicalimplicationsofTerrorManagementTheory(TMT),whichexplains

humanbehaviourundertheeffectofdeathanxiety,includinginconditionsof

mortalitysalience.18TheBalkanshavewitnessedsomeofthemosthorrificcases

ofprejudiceagainstotherethnicgroupshavingintensifiedtothepointofvio-

lenceandethniccleansing,thusrenderingfearoftheOtherafearofextinction.19

pulsoryEducation:DiscursiveRepresentations’.16thInternationalConferenceoftheBalkan
SocietyforPedagogyandEducation“Theimageofthe“other”/theNeighbourintheEduca-
tionalSystemsoftheBalkancountries(1998–2013)”,EducationandPedagogyinBalkan
Countries,pp.134–148(Thessaloniki:UniversityofMacedonia,2013),andcf.Lambros
BaltsiotisandEliasSkoulidas,‘AspectsofGreek“Myths”relatedtotheAlbaniansduringthe
AgeofNationalism’.InMythsoftheOtherintheBalkans.Representations,SocialPractices,
Performances,editedbyFotiniTsibiridouandNikitasPalantzas(Thessaloniki:Universityof
MacedoniaPress,2013),pp.66–74.

16PetarTodorov,‘TeachingHistoryin MacedoniaAfter2001:RepresentationsofArmed
ConflictBetweenEthnicMacedoniansandEthnicAlbanians’inHistoryCanBite.History
EducationinDividedandPostwarSocieties,editedbyDeniseBentrovato,KarinaV.Kor-
ostelinaandMartinaSchulze(Göttingen:V&Runipress,2016),pp.111–124.

17IPSOSStrategicMarketing,Report:NationBuilding–Albania(October2011).Seeinpar-
ticulartables60–62,70–72and73–75:http://www.hf.uio.no/ilos/forskning/prosjekter/na
tion-w-balkan/dokumenter/nb_albania-wine-summer.pdf,accessedonJuly16,2017;Rid-
vanPeshkopia,ArritaDeva,SarandaFazliu,LekHoxha,DrinKonjufca,ShklqimMehmeti,
ShklzenMusliu,GresaSheqiri,BlerinaZeqiri,andAntonetaZjeÅi,‘IntergroupContact
TheoryandtheColorfulRoleofEducationinIntergroupPrejudiceReduction:TheCaseof
theAlbanians’.PaperdeliveredattheDisCoConferenceOpenEducationasaWaytoa
KnowledgeSociety,Prague,June26–27,2017;andRidvanPeshkopia,StephenV.Vossand
KujtimBytyqi,“IntergroupContactTheoryandAlbanians’FeelingTemperatureTowards
Greeks:Ethnicity,Fear,Class,andExposure.”UniversumCollegeWorkingPaperSeries006/
2013,athttps://universum-ks.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Peshkopia-Voss-and-Byty
qi-006–2013.docx,accessedinJuly16,2017.

18JeffGreenberg,andJamieArndt,‘TerrorManagementTheory’inHandbookofTheoriesof
SocialPsychology,editedbyPaulA.M.VanLange,ArieW.Kruglanski,andE.TorryHiggins
(London:Sage,2012),pp.398–415.

19StuartJ.Kaufman,ModernHatreds:TheSymbolicPoliticsofEthnicWar(Ithaca:Cornell
UniversityPress,2001);cf.alsoEleftheriosKlerides,‘ImaginingtheTextbook:Textbooksas
DiscourseandGenre’,JournalofEducationalMedia,Memory,andSociety,2/1(2010),31–54;
BarbaraChristophe,‘ErinnerungenanHeldenundFeiglinge.VergangenheitundGegenwart
imlitauischenSchulbuch’,Östeuropa,8(2010),71–90andBarbaraChristophe,‘Remem-
beringCommunism–MakingSenseofPost-Communism.AnAnalysisofDiscursiveStra-
tegiesinLithuanianTextbooks’Eckert.Beiträge2010.StableURL:http://www.edumeres.net/
fileadmin/publikationen/beitraege/2010/Christophe_Remembering.pdf,accessedin De-
cember10,2014.
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TheoreticalandMethodologicalApproaches

Everytextbookisaconstructwithsomesocialcharacteraimingtoestablisha

relationshipbetweenitself,othertexts,andtheworldaroundthem.Staffan

Selanderhasarguedthat,whileknowledgeistransformedinatextbook,the

textbookinturnconveysaspecificworldview.20Theepistemologicalassump-

tionsof manytheoriesinthefieldoftextbookresearcharethat,asre-

constructionsofan‘objective’world,textbooksaresociallydeterminedby

powerstructurestoserveinstitutionallydefinedends.Itisthereforepossibleto

analyticallyreframetextbookstoidentifypowerconstructionsbetweenthetext,

theoutsideworldandothertexts,thusanalysingpatternsofparadigmatic

thought(perspectives,explanatorymodels,etc.).21Theschooltextbookstandsat

thecriticaljuncturebetweenthe‘theory’ofhistoryteachingandteaching

practice.Whiletextbookresearchcannot,onitsown,measuretheimpactof

textbooksontheirusers,itcanassessthequalityofideologicalinculcation

anticipatedbyinstitutionalpowerstructures,astextbooksareusedasmeansto

intensifydominantideologiesoftheirtimes.22

Ourtextbookresearchisgroundedinthetheoreticalfoundationsofpeace

education23andtextbookstudies.24‘Originallyastudyofthecausesofwarandits

prevention,peaceeducationsincehasevolvedintostudyingviolenceinallits

manifestationsandeducatingtocounteractthewarsystemforthecreationofa

peacesystem’.25Inthecontextofthischapterwelookatdominant,divisiveissues

of‘We’versus‘Other’differentiation(insteadofaunity-basedworldview),in-

20StaffanSelander,‘TowardsaTheoryofPedagogicTextAnalysis’ScandinavianJournalof
EducationResearch34(2)(1990):143–50;ChristinaKoulouri,Istoq_ajaiCeycqav_asta
Ekkgmij\Swoke_a(1834–1914).Cmystij|Amtije_lemojaiIdeokocij]rPqoejt\seir(Athens:
GenikiGrammateiaNeasGenias,1988),p.9.

21Selander,‘TowardsaTheoryofPedagogicTextAnalysis’.
22Koulouri,Istoq_ajaiCeycqav_astaEkkgmij\Swoke_a(1834–1914).
23HermannRöhrs,ErziehungzumFrieden(Stuttgart:Verlagw.Kohlhammer,1971);Hermann
Röhrs,Frieden-EinepädagogischeAufgabe(Braunschweig:AgenturPedersen,1983);Her-
mannRöhrs,IdeeundRealitätderFriedenspädagogik.Frieden,einepädagogischeAufgabe,
GesammelteSchriften(Weinheim:DeutscherStudienVerlag,1994);DavidHicks,Education
forPeace–Issues,Principles,andPracticeintheClassroom(London:Routledge,1988);
GavrielSalomonandEdCairns(eds)HandbookonPeaceEducation(NewYork:Psychology
Press,2010);CyriakosBonidis,T.ToPeqiew|lemotouSwokijo}Bibk_ouyrAmtije_lemo
8qeumar(Athens:Metaichmio,2012);KarinaV.Korostelina,HistoryEducationintheFor-
mationofSocialIdentity:TowardsaCultureofPeace(NewYork:PalgraveMacmillan,2013);
KarinaV.KorostelinaandSimoneLässig,HistoryEducationandPost-ConflictReconcilia-
tion:ReconsideringJointTextbooksProject(London:Routledge,2013).

24Höpken,ÖlinsFeuer?;Xochellisetal.,‘GEij|matou“6kkou”staSwokij\Bibk_aIstoq_ar
tymBakjamij~mWyq~m’.

25LeonisaArdizzone,‘GeneratingPeace:AStudyofNonformalYouthOrganizations’Peaceand
Change28/3(2003):pp.420–45;here,p.430.
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tergrouptension(ratherthanacultureofpeaceandwounds-healing)andon-

goingpreparationfordefenceagainstrealorimaginedenemies.26Suchissues

standattherootsofinterethnictensionsinschooltextbooksforthepurposeof

helpingstudentstodeconstructenemyimagesofthe‘Other’viapeaceeduca-

tion.27

Theroleoftextbooksinthegenerationofdirectorindirectethnictensionand

prejudiceshaslongbeenrecognized:

[I]nbothauthoritariananddemocraticcountries,historytextbookstend,stronglyor

moderately,totracespecificself-imagesandimagesofalleged‘others’backintothe

pastandtolendthemspecificvalidity,inspecificcasestothepointofconstructingand

legitimizingnationalsuperiority,collectivevictimhood,orhostility.Historytextbooks

areusuallyseenasakeyresourceforshapingcollectivememoriesandfosteringsocial

cohesion.Regardlessofthereluctancewithwhichmanystudentsusetextbooksandthe

limitedimpactthatsuch‘oldmedia’mightactuallyhaveonidentityformationfor

today’sadolescents,textbooksneverthelessinheritaspecificpotentialtofreezeoreven

causeconflictsthatcanreachfarbeyondthefieldofeducation.28

Schooltextbooksaremassmediaproductsforthedisseminationofofficially

approvedreconstructionsofthepast,aswellasmirrorsofsocietalcontroversies,

andtheythereforeechothepolitical,culturalandideologicalconvictionsofa

nation’spoliticalelite.29Withthisinmind,weformulatedtwohypotheses:First,

thatthetransformationoftheimageoftheGreekinAlbanianhistoryschool

textbooksfrom1945to1990reflectstheprincipalphasesofbilateralrelations,

echoinghistoriesofconflict,neighbourhoodandpartnership;and,secondly,

thattheimageoftheGreekismorenegativeuponthecompleteself-isolationof

AlbaniafromtherestoftheworldaftertheSino-Albaniansplit(1972–1978)than

before;forseclusioncouldbesustainedonlyuponthesystematicterrorizationof

thepopulationonthepretencesofforeignexistentialistthreat.

Inordertounderstandthelatterhypothesis,weneedtocontextualizethe

politicalexploitationofterror,ashasbeendemonstratedinstudiesinvestigating

theapplicationsoftheTerrorManagementTheory(TMT).Thethreatofex-

tinctionofthenationportrayedinhistorytextbooks,exemplifiedbysuch

statementsas‘underthepressureofGreeks,theIllyrians[i.e.ancestorsof

26CliveHarberandNorikoSakade,‘SchoolingforViolenceandPeace:HowDoesPeace
EducationDifferfrom“Normal”Schooling?’JournalofPeaceEducation6/2(2009):
pp.171–87.

27IanM.Harris,‘PeaceEducationTheory’.JournalofPeaceEducation1/1(2004):pp.5–20;
here,p.6;HosseinB.Danesh,‘TowardsanIntegrativeTheoryofPeaceEducation’,Journalof
PeaceEducation3/1(2006):pp.55–78.

28SimoneLässig,‘Post-ConflictReconciliationandJointHistoryTextbookProjects’InHistory
EducationandPost-ConflictReconciliation,pp.1–2.

29SarahGraham-Brown,‘TheRoleoftheCurriculum’inEducationRightsandMinorities
(London:MinorityRightsGroup,1994).
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modernAlbanians]whowereestablishedintheBalkanSouthgraduallydis-

appearedasanethnicgroup’or‘thearmedGreeksstatedthat,ifthisplaceis

giventoAlbania,theywillmassacreallAlbanians’30,enhancesin-groupcoher-

ence.Toformulatethehypothesisabovewebuildontheworkofculturalan-

thropologistErnestBecker,31as,fromthe1980s,didtheprominentsocial

psychologistsJeffGreenberg,TomPyszczynskiandSheldonSolomonwhode-

velopeda‘TerrorManagementTheory’(TMT),studying‘theroleoftheun-

consciousfearofdeathinjustabouteverything’.32Observingthathumanbeings

havedevelopedsystemstoavoiddeath,andyetalsoacognitiveabilitytoun-

derstanditsinevitability,thetheorysuggeststhatterrorproducedfromthe

confrontationofhumandesiretolivewith mortalitysalienceis managed

throughcultureasasymbolicsystemcontainingvaluesprovidingmeaningto

humanlife.33Wearethereforesuggestingthat,similartothepoliticalpurposeof

establishingaNationalHistoryMuseum,deathsalienceviathegenerationof

hostilenarrativesinhistoryschooltextbooksfosteringfearofthe‘other’was

politicallyutilized‘foranideologicallydeepandcorrectappropriationofour

people’shistory’;andforhammering‘faithintotherighteousnessoftheParty

line,loveofthepartyandthepopularrule,ournationalpride,faithin[our]own

forces,determinationtodefendthecountryandcertaintyforanever-brighter

futureofsocialistAlbania’.34

Humansthusdevelopvariousmechanismssuchas‘self-esteemandthe

worldviewuponwhichitispredicated’and‘striveforanddefend[these]inthe

serviceofpsychologicalsecurity’toreducefearofdeath.Theyareexpectedto

‘reactnegativelytoanyoneoranythingthatunderminesfaithintheirworld-

view’,35especiallywhenthisworldviewhasbeenformedbyanutterabsenceof

30HistoriaeShqiprisprshkollatemesme,2ndedition,1974,pp.5and157.
31ErnestBecker,TheBirthandDeathofMeaning,2ndedition(NewYork:FreePress,1971);
ErnestBecker,TheDenialofDeath(NewYork:AcademicPress,1973);ErnestBecker,Escape
fromEvil,2ndedition(NewYork:AcademicPress,1975).

32JeffGreenbergandJamieArndt,‘TerrorManagementTheory’,p.400.
33JeffGreenberg,TomPyszczynskiandSheldonSolomon,‘TheCausesandConsequencesofa
NeedforSelf-Esteem:ATerrorManagementTheory’inPublicSelfandPrivateSelf,editedby
RoyF.Baumeister(NewYork:Springer,1986),pp.189–212andJeffGreenberg,Sheldon
SolomonandJamieArndt,‘AUniquelyHumanMotivation:TerrorManagement’inHand-
bookofMotivationScience,editedbyJamesY.ShahandWendiL.Gardner(NewYork:
Guilford,2008),pp.113–34.

34Cf.SotirTemo,EducationinthePeople’sSocialistRepublicofAlbania(Tirana:The8Nntori
PublishingHouse,1985),p.4.

35JeffGreenbergandJamieArndt,‘TerrorManagementTheory’inHandbookofTheoriesof
SocialPsychology,editedbyPaulA.M.VanLange,ArieW.KruglanskiandE.TorryHiggins
(London:Sage,2012),p.403;JeffGreenbergetal.,‘EvidenceforTerrorManagementTheory
II:TheEffectsofMortalitySalienceonReactionstothosewhoThreatenorBolsterthe
CulturalWorldview’,JournalofPersonalityandSocialPsychology58/2(1990):pp.308–318.
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intergroupcommunication,combinedwithsuchstatements[citedinKofos

1993,89and92]as,forexample,‘theTurkishconquerorsandthelackeysofthe

GreekgovernmentinAlbaniawerefurious.…TheGreeks,fortheirpart,started

murderingpeople.TheypoisonedPetroNiniLurasi,theteacherinKolonia,and

theybutcheredthepatriotPapa-KristoNegovani’.36Or,onlyafewpageslaterin

thesametextbook:

ThepeopleofDropull,however,cannotforgetthatbeyondourborderstherestretchesa

vastdarkness.Andthatthisdarknesshatesthelight,hateslife,hatesDropoliandhates

ourlandofAlbania.Amongitsshadows,wolvesinhumanform,theirspawn…howl

withrage…Butinvain.OurlandofAlbaniakeepsitsswordbladesharp,tosmiteoffthe

headofanywolfthatdarestoapproachwithfangsbared.37

Anothertextbookelaboratesthat‘inonlyonedaythese[Greek]bandsmassa-

cred217innocentAlbanianpeasantsatHormova’.38

Sincethe1980s,severalscholarshavetestedvarioushypothesesstemming

fromTMTdemonstratingthat‘[r]emindingpeopleoftheirmortality(mortality

salience…)increasespositivereactionstopeoplewhovalidateaspectsofpar-

ticipant’sworldviews…’39Simplyput,fearofdeathormortalitysalienceen-

hancesin-groupsolidarity.40Thereisnodoubtthatthecommunistregimewas

empiricallyawareofthepotentialofmortalitysaliencetostrengthensolidarity

inthein-group’sworldviewsandattitudetolife.Severalstudieshavedemon-

stratedthatfearofdeathincreasesnegativefeelingstowardsout-groupsand

positivefeelingstowardsthein-group.41AsGiakoumis[2017]hasdemonstrated

fortheAlbaniancontext,thedemonizationoftheenemywasinstrumentalized

fortheseveryendsintheprocessofconstructionandconsolidationofthe

Albaniannationalidentity.Thereisthereforeevidencetosupporttheapplication

ofTMTtosituationsofethnicconflict,andthischapterseeksanextensionofthis

applicationintheinterpretationofresearchfindingsinAlbanianhistorytext-

books.Ultimately,thischapteralsoseekstoinvestigatewhyeducationisnot

alwayssuccessfulinreducingprejudiceinAlbania,contrarytotheconclusions

36EvangelosKofos,‘TheGreekMinoritySchoolTextbooksDuringtheEnverHoxhaPeriod’
BalkanStudies34(1)(1993):85–104;here,p.89.

37Ibid.,p.92.
38 MinistriaeArsimitdheKulturs,HistorieShqiprisprKlasneVIItShkollsShta-
tvjeÅare(Tirana:BotimiMinistrissArsimitdheKulturs,1959),p.43.

39JeffGreenberg,SheldonSolomonandJamieArndt,‘AUniquelyHumanMotivation:Terror
Management’inHandbookofMotivationScience,editedbyJamesY.ShahandWendiL.
Gardner(NewYork:Guilford,2008),pp.113–34.

40JeffGreenberg,SanderL.KooleandTomPyszczynski,HandbookofExperimentalExisten-
tialistPsychology(NewYork:TheGuilfordPress,2004)andMichaelKearl,‘Death,Socio-
logicalPerspectives’inEncyclopediaofDeath&HumanExperience,editedbyCliftonD.
BryantandDenisL.Peck(London:Sage,2009),pp.291–6.

41Foranoverview,seeGreenbergandArndt,‘TerrorManagementTheory’,pp.408–9.
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ofintergroupcommunicationtheoryscholars.Whileanincreasingbodyoflit-

eraturepresentsevidencethatmoreeducationleadstolessintergrouppreju-

dice,42Peshkopiaetal.haveshownthatthisconclusion,drawnonthebasisof

evidencefromwesterncountriesimplementingmulticulturaleducation,does

notapplyinmostBalkancountries,which,likeAlbania,havesettheprimary

goaloftheireducationsystemstobetheinstillingofasenseofnationalidentity

andbelonging,43inthebeliefthatenduringnotionsofnationalidentityare

formedinthecourseofprimarysocializationyearsasalsoindicatedbytheUS

paradigm.44Peshkopiafoundthat,whileinthecaseofAlbaniamoreeducation

bringsaboutareductioninprejudicetowardshomosexuals,atthesametimeit

tendstoincreaseprejudicetowardsGreeks,i.e.agrouptargetedasthehostile

Otherbyethno-nationalistnarratives.Withthisinmind,ourresearchcastslight

onthetypesofnarrativesthatintensifyprejudiceagainstGreeksandfoundto

challengehithertoacceptedintergrouptheoriesofprejudicereductiononthe

basisofeducation.

ResearchSampling&Methodology

Totestourhypotheses,weappliedcriticaldiscourseanalysistoexplorethe

powerstructuresandgoalsthatliebeneaththehistorytextbooksusedassamples

fortheperiod1959–1983.45Oursamplingunitswerestochasticallyselectedfor

42CherryA.McGeeBanksandJamesA.Banks,‘EquityPedagogy:AnEssentialComponentof
MulticulturalEducation’TheoryintoPractice34/3(1995):152–8;BernadetteC.Hayes,Ian
McAllisterandLizanneDowds,‘IntegratedEducation,IntergroupRelations,andPolitical
IdentitiesinNorthernIreland’SocialProblems54/4(2007):454–82;DOI:10.1525/
sp.2007.54.4.454;StevenP.Camicia,‘PrejudiceReductionthroughMulticulturalEducation:
ConnectingMultipleLiteratures’SocialStudiesResearchandPractice2/2(2007):219–27;
ThomasF.PettigrewandLindaR.Tropp,WhenGroupsMeet:TheDynamicsofIntergroup
Contact(NewYork,NY:PsychologyPress,2011)andGeoffreyT.Wodtke,‘TheImpactof
EducationonInter-GroupAttitudes:AMultiracialAnalysis’SocialPsychologyQuarterly75/1
(2012):80–106.DOI:10.1177/0190272511430234.

43RidvanPeshkopiaetal.,‘IntergroupContactTheoryandtheColourfulRoleofEducationin
IntergroupPrejudiceReduction:TheCaseoftheAlbanians’,PaperdeliveredattheDisCo
ConferenceOpenEducationasaWaytoaKnowledgeSociety,Prague,June26–27,2017.Cf.
RobertThorp,UsesofHistoryinHistoryEducation(Ume:Ume Universitet,2016).

44BruceVanSledright,‘NarrativesofNation-State,HistoricalKnowledge,andSchoolHistory
Education’ReviewofResearchinEducation32(2008):pp.109–46.

45ThesamplingunitsbelowwerecodedbythefirstauthorandEnidaPrespa,towhomweare
indebted.ItshouldbenotedthattheproductionofhistoryschooltextbooksbyAlbanian
authorsdidnotbeginimmediatelyaftertheendofWorldWarII,andpupilswereinitially
taughthistorybymeansofSoviettextbooksintranslation.The1959textbookinoursample
isthusoneofthefirsttextbookstobeproducedbyAlbanianhistoriansonthebasisofa
curriculumdevelopedbytheAlbanianMinistryofEducationandCulture.Samplesofpost-
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thepurposeofrelatingthedatatotherepresentativenessofthepopulationin

Albania.46ThetextbookbyMingaetal.(intheofficialGreektranslation)was

selectedtoinvestigatehowhistorywastaughttonon-majoritariangroups.A

compactethnicGreekminority,themostpopulousminoritygroupinAlbania

accountingfor0.9%ofAlbania’spopulation,afterthedisputed2011census

(1.8%in198947)livesinthesouth.Inourpreviouswork48onthesubjectweused

ninetextbooksonaccountoftheperiod’sdiversityandpowershifts.Inthepost-

1945era,theoreticalsaturation49wasreachedforboththepre-andthepost-

1970speriods,renderingfurthersamplesunnecessaryforthestudy.Thetext-

bookbyMingaetal.(1983)remainedinuseuntiltheregimechangein1990.Our

1959–1983samplingunitsarethusrepresentativeoftheentirecommunistperiod

inAlbania(1945–1190).

Weapproachedoursamplesthroughacombinationofhermeneutics50and

textanalysismethods.51Indoingso,weutilizedaspiral,qualitative-quantitative-

qualitativeresearchdesign,whichisbothestablishedandappropriateinthis

typeofresearch.52Thegeneralcategorieswereasfollows:

Code Language PlaceofPublication

10 Albanian Albania

20 Greek Albania

1983textbookspresentvirtuallynodifference;forexample,the1983Grade4historytext-
bookbyMingaetal.,itselfareprintofthe1978edition,remainedinuseuntiltheendof
communistrule.

46SeeKlausKripendorff,ContentAnalysis:AnIntroductiontoItsMethodology(London:SAGE,
1980);KimberlyA.Neuendorf,TheContentAnalysisGuidebook(ThousandOaks,CA:Sage,
2002);BernardBerelson,ContentAnalysisinCommunicationResearch(NewYork,NY:Free
Press,1952)andOleR.Holsti,ContentAnalysisfortheSocialSciencesandHumanities
(Reading,MA:Addison-Wesley,1969).

47See:http://open.data.al/en/lajme/lajm/lang/en/id/673/Minorities-in-Albania(accessedNo-
vember2017).

48GiakoumisandKalemaj,‘ThePerceptionoftheGreekintheAlbanianNationalIdentity-
BuildingProcess(1886–1938)’,pp.3–4.

49AnselmL.StraussandJulietM.Corbin,BasicsofQualitativeResearch:Groundedtheory
proceduresandtechniques,2nded.(NewburyPark,CA:Sage,1998).

50WilhelmDilthey,‘DieEntstehungderHermeneutik’inWilhelmDilthey,Gesammelte
Schriften(Stuttgart/Goettingen:Teubner,1961),pp.317–338;Hans-GeorgGadamer,Ge-
sammelteWerke1,Hermeneutik:WahrheitundMethode:Grundzügeeinerphilosophischen
Hermeneutik,6thedition(Tuebingen:Mohr,1990);StefanTitscheretal.,MethodsofTextand
DiscourseAnalysis,trans.B.Jenner(London:SAGE,2000);CyriakosT.Bonidis,ToPeqie-
w|lemotouSwokijo}Bibk_ouyrAmtije_lemo8qeumar(Athens:Metaichmio,2012).

51Kripendorff,ContentAnalysis;Berelson,ContentAnalysisinCommunicationResearchand
Bonidis,ToPeqiew|lemotouSwokijo}Bibk_ou.

52Xochellisetal.,GEij|matou“6kkou”staSwokij\Bibk_aIstoq_artymBakjamij~mWyq~m.
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Withinthesecodes,thefollowingsecondarycategoriesweredefined:

Greek(s) Inthiscategory,weincludedallreferencestoGreeceandGreeks
oranyothertoponymorexpressionimplyingtheseconcepts,
syntacticallyreferred(orpotentiallyimplied)assubjector
objectinasentence.

Civilizationor
culture

Anyreferencetoreligion,education,moralityandethics,sci-
ence,customs,feasts,waysoflifeandorganisationoflife,lan-
guageandlinguisticinfluences

Socialandpolitical
developments

Anyreferencetointernaldevelopments,administration(taxes,
etc.),organisation,economiclifeandpublicpolicies.Anything
thatmakesreferencetothelegalframeworkregulatingpower
relationsinvolvingcitizens.Anyreferencetoideology,national,
socialmovementsandsocialreconfigurationsinthestate’sin-
teriororbroadergeopoliticaldevelopments.

Traits AnyadjectiveorothercharacterisationoftheGreekpeople,
stereotypicalreferences,behaviourormentality.

ForeignPolicy Anythingrelatedtointernationaltreaties,negotiations,diplo-
maticrelations,alliances,trucesandceasefires,irredentism,
imperialisticambitions,visionsofagreaternation.

Relationstoother
peoples

Anyreferencetotheday-to-dayrelationsofthepeoplewith
otherpeoples,nationalandreligiousgroupsinthepastorthe
present,orrelationswithminoritiesaftertheestablishmentof
thenation-state.

Territoryandimag-
inedgeography

AnyreferencetoterritoryorterritorialityoftheGreekpeopleor
state,includinganimaginedgeographyofanotherpeoplethat
includesterritoriesofthemodernGreekstate.

Militaryorgan-
isation,military
operations

Anyreferencetomilitaryorganisationorwarfareinwhichthe
Greekpeopleareinvolved.

…andGreecein
European,USand
otherstates’foreign
policies

AnyreferencetothepoliciesorothermeasuresofEuropean
countries,theUSAorotherstatestowardsGreeceortheGreek
people.

Otherreferencesto… Anyotherreferencenotclassifiedinanyofthecategoriesabove.

Recordingunitsconsideredthenumberofrowsandthenumberofwordsusedin

eachreference.Qualitativedirectionswerefurtherprovidedwiththetriplescale

‘Negative–Neutral–Positive’,withcleardefinitionsforneatdistinctions

checkedwiththedoublecontrolmethod(test-test)witha 0.80rateofagree-

mentanda0.91reliabilityindex.
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Positive Positiveadjectivesreferringtothe‘Other’(e.g.famous,
marvellous,etc.).
Verbsofapositiveconnotation(e.g.toaid).
Namesreferringtothe‘Other’s’imageinapositiveway.
Actionsandattitudesdescribedinapositivefashion.
Peaceful,humanistic,philanthropicandanti-racistperceptions
forthenation.

Neutral Discoursewithoutadjectives.
Descriptivecharacterofdailylife.

Negative Negativeadjectivesreferringtothe‘Other’(e.g.barbarian,
savage,etc.).
Verbsofanegativeconnotation(e.g.toslaughter).
Namesreferringtothe‘Other’s’imageinanegativeway
(e.g.violence,pillage,poisoning,genocide,etc.).
Actionsandattitudesdescribedinanegativefashion
(e.g.…invaded…anddestroyedeverything).
Warlike,chauvinist,racist,fascistperceptionsforthenation.

HistoricalBackground

Itisimpossibletocontextualizethefindingsofthisresearchwithoutabrief

accountofthehistoricalcircumstancesthatformedtheinternationalandbi-

lateralpoliticalrelationsintheperiodunderstudy.Thedawnofthepost-World-

War-IIerafoundAlbania’sDemocraticFrontincompletecontrolofthecoun-

try’sConstituentAssembly,whichabolishedthemonarchyandestablisheda

Stalinist-typecommunistregime.Inthecourseofthisperiod,Albaniawasmore

internationallyorientedasafullyintegratedallyoftheUSSR.53Memoriesof

Albanianpartisans,inwhoserankstherewerealsomembersoftheethnicGreek

minority,fightingtogetherwithGreekpartisansandfighters,areoftentenderly

recalledinthememoriesofEnverHoxha,54primarilyquotedasevidenceof

Albania’sengagementinsocialistinternationalism.

BilateralrelationsbetweentheAthensandTiranagovernmentsdeteriorated

aftertheCorfuChannelIncidentsin194655andthesubsequentWorldCourtcase

in1949,whichruledagainstAlbaniaandsanctionedcompensationtoGreat

53PaskalMilo,‘PolitikaeJashtmeeShqiprisn Vitet1979–1990’inHistoriaePopullit
Shqiptar,vol.4(ShqiptartgjatLuftssDyt BotroredhePasSaj,1939–1990),editedby
XhelalGjeÅovi(Tirana:BotimetTOENA,2009)pp.346–62.

54EnverHoxha,TwoFriendlyPeoples:ExcerptsfromthePoliticalDiaryandOtherDocuments
onAlbanian-GreekRelations,1941–1984(Toronto:Marx,Engels,Lenin,StalinInstitute,
1985),pp.9–22,23–6,85–90,115–8.

55OwenPearson,AlbaniaasDictatorshipandDemocracy:FromIsolationtotheKosovoWar
(1946–1998),vol.3(NewYork:I.B.Tauris,2006)pp.32–216;cf.Hoxha,TwoFriendlyPeoples,
p.96.
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Britain.ThiswasonlyindirectlyrelatedtoGreece,mainlybecausetheCorfu

ChannelitselfislocatedtotheeastofKassiopi,whichdemarcatestheGreek-

Albanianborder.ThelevelofenmitybetweenAthensandtheTiranagovernment

greatlyincreasedfollowingtheGreekCivilWar(1945–1949)andTirana’support

ofGreekcommunistsseekingrefugeinAlbania,56whichwasseenbytheGreek

governmentasaninterventionindomesticpolitics.Thesedevelopmentspro-

videdtheimpetusforHoxhaandhisaidestostartarticulatingastrong-language

discourseagainstGreek‘reactionary’or‘chauvinist’circles.57Suchdiscourses,as

weshalldemonstratebelow,includednotonlythepresentstateofaffairsbetween

thetwocountries,whatwascontestedregardingborders,domesticpolitical

influences,geopoliticalgamesandotherhottopicsoftheday,butalsohistory

textbookswhichalsoreflectedhowthecountriesrecreatedtheirnarrativein

relationtotheneighbouring‘other’.

Theyear1961markedaseriousdeteriorationofAlbano-Yugoslavdiplomatic

relations,aswellasthefinalbreachofAlbano-Sovietcooperation.58Thegradual

reorientationofAlbania’sforeignpolicyandEnverHoxha’srapprochementwith

Mao’sChinainthecontextoftheSino-Sovietsplithadanegativeimpacton

bilateralrelationsbetweenAlbaniaandGreece.59Inspiteofshort-liveddis-

cussionsoverinstitutingbilateraltraderelations,60thispersisteduntilthe1971

re-establishmentofAlbanian-Greekdiplomaticrelations61inthemidstofthe

militaryjuntainGreece(1967–1974).Diplomaticrelationsbetweenthetwo

countriesresumedafterthirtyyearsofwarandwereintensifiedafterthe1972

and1976bilateraltradeagreements,62aswellasthe1977exchangeofcultural

ensembles.63Inspiteofthesedevelopments,societyandpoliticallifeinAlbania

hadbeendrawnintotheChineseorbit,whose‘cultural’revolutiondrovea

similartop-bottom‘revolution,’atheismbecomingstateandpartydogma.After

theSino-Albaniansplit(1972–1978)andespeciallyfromthelatterhalfofthe

1970suntilitsfallinthe1990s,Albania’scommunistregimepursuedadesperate

policyofself-seclusionfromtherestoftheworld.Inspiteofdiplomaticrelations,

56Hoxha,TwoFriendlyPeoples,pp.72–6.
57Ibid.,pp.14,23–126.
58Pearson,AlbaniaasDictatorshipandDemocracy,pp.583–615.
59Hoxha,TwoFriendlyPeoples,pp.93–5and98–108;foranotherview,seeEliasSkoulidas,
‘Sum]weierjaiasum]weierstirekkgmoakbamij]rsw]seir:gekkgmiĵ pokitiĵ sepeqive-
qeiaj]remt\seir’inContinuities,Discontinuities,RupturesintheGreekWorld(1204–2014):
Economy,Society,History,Literature,editedbyKonstantinosA.Dimadis,vol.1,575–92
(Athens:EuropeanSocietyofModernGreekStudies,2015),pp.582–3.

60Hoxha,TwoFriendlyPeoples,pp.165–70.
61Ibid.,pp.178–91.
62Skoulidas,‘Sum]weierjaiasum]weierstirekkgmoakbamij]rsw]seir,p.583.
63Hoxha,TwoFriendlyPeoples,pp.243–5,248–58.
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theactionsofnationalistcirclesinGreecedidaffectGreek-Albanianrelations,64

onlytemporarilyrelievedbydiplomats’visits.Thecommunistregime’sneedto

keepthepopulationundercontroldictatedtheintensificationofasenseof

isolation,whichwasalsogivenproud,nationalistovertones.

TheethnicGreekminoritylivingintheAlbanianSouthhasalwaysbeena

barometerofGreek-Albanianrelations.TheAlbanianstatewascertainlyaware

ofthisandtookmeasurestointegratemembersoftheethnicGreekminorityinto

stateauthorities,thepublicadministration,thesecurityforcesandthepolitical

lifeofthestate.EnverHoxhahimselfpaidnumerousvisitstoDropull,Gjir-

okastra,theregionwiththelargestGreekpopulationinAlbania,recordedhis

memoriesandhadthempublished.Inspiteofthecautioustreatmentofthe

minorityonthepartoftheAlbanianstate,inanattempttointegrateitintothe

majoritygroupandpreventanypotentialrapprochementwithitsneighbouring

kin-state,65Greeceoftenraisedcomplaintsabouthumanrightsviolations.The

degreeofaccuracyofsuchallegationsbeingbeyondthescopeofthispaper,one

shouldnotethatinaharsh,Stalinist-typecommunistregimelikethatofAlbania,

allcitizens,regardlessofethnicity,were‘equal’inthecontextofhumanrights

violations.

Onthebasisofthisbriefhistoricaloutline,wecandistinguishthreeprincipal

periods:fromthe1950s,whenthefirstAlbanianhistorytextbookswerepub-

lishedinAlbania(historyschooltextbooksofthefirstpost-World-War-IIyears

hadbeentranslationsofSoviettextbooks)untiltheAlbanian-Sovietsplit(1961).

Thesecondperiodidentifiedcontinuesuntil1978,whentheSino-Albanian

breachgraduallyreconfiguredAlbania’sdomesticandinternationalpolicies

towardsethnicOthers.From1978untilthefallofthecommunistregimein1990,

wecandistinguishathirdphaseofcompleteself-isolation.Theselectionof

textbooksampleswasthereforeroughlyproportionatetothetimespansofthese

periods.

Analysis

ThecommunistregimeinAlbania,featuringsomeofthesametotalitarian

featuresofStalin’sSovietUnion,wasratherdifferentfrompost-totalitarianre-

gimesofHungaryandCzechoslovakia,authoritarianregimessuchasthatin

Poland,notstronglycommittedtoideologyandwiththeflexibilitytoplayboth

EastandWestlikeTito’sYugoslaviaorevenRomaniainthepre-Ceaus‚escuera.

Thetotalitarianregimestypicallyseenodistinctionandfusethepublicand

64Ibid.,pp.400–8,411–5.
65Kofos,‘TheGreekMinoritySchoolTextbooks’.
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privateareasofsocietallifeinone66undertheubiquitouseyeofasophisticated

structurewhichGeorgeOrwellfamouslynames‘BigBrother’inhisnovel,

NineteenEighty-Four.Thetotalitarianstate,beitfascistorcommunist,acquired

anarticulatedpoliticalideologytranslatedtosetsofidealsthatweremeantto

drivethe‘NewMan’ofsocialism.

Thetotalitarianstateseekstocontroleveryaspectofsociallife,fromthe

moralsofitscitizenstotheartsandsciences,theeducationandeconomy.Itisa

statewhere‘theofficiallyproclaimedideologypenetratesintothedeepest

reachesofsocietalstructureandthetotalitariangovernmentseekstocompletely

controlourthoughtandactionsofitscitizens’.67InEnverHoxha’sregimesucha

totalitarianstateexistedinanalmostperfectedform.Tosurvive,thestateneeded

toconstantlycreaterealorimagineddomesticandforeignenemies.Fromthe

internalpurgesthatguaranteeditsstayingatthehelmofpowersubsequentto

everygeopoliticalmovethatmightendangerhisownposition(i.e.Khrushchev’s

denouncementofStalin’scrimeswhichsignalledashiftinpowerpoliticswithin

theSovietbloc),Hoxhawouldreactwithacounter-movethatwouldblamesome

ofhisopponentsforsidingwiththeforeignenemy.Thisisthereasonwhyschool

historytextbooksweredeeplyisolationistandreflectedahighlevelofantago-

nismtowardsallperceivedforeignenemies,particularlyimmediateneighbours

suchasGreeceandtheGreeks[seeGraph1.1].

Thehistoricalcircumstancesoutlinedabove,aswellastheparticularAlba-

nianvariantofEnverHoxha’stotalitarianregimehavelefttheirfootprintson

historytextbooks.Findingswillinitiallybepresentedinaquantitative(Graphs

1.1–2,2.1–2,3.1–2)andtheninaqualitativefashion.Theresearchedsampling

unitsrecordedinreferencescontained1228rowsand8194wordreferencesto

GreeceandGreeks.Theirdistributioncanbeviewedbelow(cf.Graphs1.1,2.1

and3.1).Ofthese,97.60%arepartofthemaintextofatextbook,1.33%arepart

ofsecondarytextsand1.07%weretakenfromsourcespublishedinthetext-

books.

Withregardstothequalitativedirectionofthesereferences,301referencesor

78.39%werenegative,another59(15.36%)wereneutral,while24(6.25%)were

positive[Graph1.1].Whilethedataanalysisofsubcategoriesisbeyondthescope

ofthispaper,generallyspeakingthemosthostilereferencesarerelatedto

‘militaryorganizationandoperations’(Category17)and‘territoryandimagined

geography’(Category16),whileanunexpectedsubcategoryfromthissample

wasthatoneofthelargestnumberofnegativereferencesis‘Greekcivilization

andculture’(Category11),withtheexceptionoftheGrillotextbook(1968).This

66RobertConquest,ReflexionsonaRavagedCentury(London:JohnMurray,1999),p.74.
67RichardPipes,RussiaundertheBolshevikRegime(NewYork:VintageBooks,1995),p.43.
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wasunexpectedbecausethesamecategoryhadbeenlookeduponlargelyina

positivelightintheperiodfrom1886to1939inourpreviousstudy.

InGraphs1.2,2.2and3.2weobservehowthereferencestoGreekshave

developedfrom1959to1983.Withinthefirsttwodecadesofcommunistrule

(1959and1968)wefindapervasiveuseofnegativereferencesintheAlbanian

historytextbooksregardingGreeceandGreeksandlessthan9%ofpositive

remarks(1959).Theresultsbecameevenmoredramaticwithareporteddataof

positivitynotevenamountingto2%in1968wherethenegativityreportsin-

creasedto87%percent.Inouranalysesthisalsoreflectsthehighlevelsof

enmitybetweentheTiranacommunistgovernmentandAthensaftertheendof

theGreekCivilWar(1945–1949),thepurgeofmanycommunistsfromGreece,

andtheirforcedflightintoAlbaniafollowingtheTrumanPlan.

Dominantpoliticalleitmotifs,suchasclassstruggles,theancientslave-

ownershipsystemand‘socialist’solidarity,wereincorporatedinhistory

teaching,combinedwithadegreeofisolationismandxenophobia.68Thealleged

plansofItaly,FranceandEnglandtoplayaroleintheBalkans,oftensidingwith

‘thechauvinistsofGreece,Serbia,Montenegro’69arethusnotsurprising.How-

ever,inthecoverageofancienthistory,whilenotingthat‘manyGreeks,espe-

ciallythepoor,toavoidbeingreducedtoslaveryoutofdebt,leftGreeceand

spreadthroughthelittoralpartsoftheMediterranean,wheretheyestablished

manycolonieswiththehelpofGreektraders’,the1959historytextbookfor

Grade7notesthat‘inthecitieswhereGreekswereinstalledtheyfoundIllyrian

populations,whosemajoritytheyturnedtoslaves,therebyintroducingtheir

slave-ownershiprule’.70Aswastobeexpected,therearemanyothernegative

referencesintheperiodaftertheestablishmentoftheAlbaniancommunist

regime.Yetwealsonotedpositivereferencesinthe1959textbook.Addressing

thebenefitsofcolonization,thesametextbookinformsusthat‘Apolloniawasa

citywithGreekandIllyrianpopulationandnotonlyacommercial,butalsoa

culturalandscientificcentre’.Itisalsonoteworthythat,onoccasion,areference

contextaimedatexpressingsympathytowardsGreeceandGreekspromotes

militaristvalues,asinthecaseofAlbaniansoldiers‘forcefully’recruitedby

fascistItalians,whosebattalions‘TaraboshandTomorrleftthefront[ofthe

Greek-Italianwarof1939]anddefectedtotheGreekside’.71

Suchremarks,however,becomerarerinthe1968textbook,aftertheSoviet-

Albaniansplit(1961)andEnverHoxha’srapprochementwithMao’sChinainthe

contextoftheSino-Sovietsplit.Inthisperiodwefindalmostexclusivelynegative

68Kofos,‘TheGreekMinoritySchoolTextbooks’,p.86.
69 MinistriaeArsimitdheKulturs.HistorieShqiprisprKlasneVIItShkollsShta-
tvjeÅare(Tirana:BotimiMinistrissArsimitdheKulturs,1959),p.48.

70Ibid.,p.6.
71Ibid.,p.61.
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references,suchasthatGreece‘wasanxioustooccupyallofSouthernAlbania

oncetheTurkshadleft’.72Insomeinstances,thehostilityisvoicedloudandclear,

withoutmuchattemptatdiplomacy:‘TheTurkishandGreekteacherswere

sayingtothechildrenthattheyshouldbeashamedtocallthemselvesAlba-

nians’73,or‘Greeks,oncetheyhadsaidthatpriests’threatswereemptyanddid

notfrightenanyone,startedtocommitmurders.’74Theuseoftextbooksensured

thatsuchlessonswererepeated,recalledandreinforcedbyusing‘questions’

aimedathavingpupilsreproduceselectedpartsofthetext.‘WhatdidtheTurkish

andGreekgovernmentsdotofightAlbanian-speakingschools?’,asksanex-

ercise,forexample.75

Anothertextbookofthesameyear,however,providessomewhatdifferent

quotations,mostlypositiveorneutral,especiallywhenitcomestoGreekculture

andcivilization:‘Thesetowns[acrossAlbania’scoastline]wereconstructed

aftertheexampleoftheGreektowns,withstrongwallsandprettybuildings,

meetingplaces,theatres,gymsandotherentertainmentvenues’.76Andlaterwe

read:‘InthefewschoolsthatweredependentontheChurch,GreekandLatin

weretaught’.

In1974,atthebeginningoftheSino-Albaniansplit,weobserveaslight

decreaseofenmityandacorrespondingincreaseinpositivereferences(Graphs

1.1–3.2).Forinstance,inastrangeinterpretationofAliPasha’saggressionin

ethnicterms,the1974textbookstatesthat‘foralmosttwentyyearshe[AliPasha

ofTepelena]attackedandransackedvillagesandcaravansinAlbaniaandGreece

inordertoreinstatetheserenitywhichhadbeendisturbedbyGreekbrigands

andarmatoloi’.77Thedominanceofnegativereferencesnotwithstanding,the

establishmentofbilateraldiplomaticrelationsleftitsmarkonthe1974textbook;

‘Itisourmostheartfeltdesiretoliveinpeacewithourneighbours,Montenegro,

Greece,SerbiaandBulgaria’.78

72 MinistriaeArsimitdheeKulturs.HistorieShqiprisprklasneIV.Reprintofedition
fromthesameyear(Tiran:ShtpiaBotueseeLibritShkollor,1968),p.45.

73 Msuesitturqegrekuthoninfmijveseishteturptaquaninvetenshqiptar(41).
74Ngaanatjetrgrekt,kurpansemallkimetepriftrinjvenukfriksoninnjeri,filluant
bjnvrasje(46).

75Ç’briqeveriaturkedheajogrekeprtluftuarshkollatshqipe?(ibid.,p.46).
76‘KtoqyteteishinndrtuarnshembullineqytetevetHellads(Greqis)memuretforta
dhendrtesatbukura,vendeprmbledhje,teatro,palestraevendet tjeradfrimi’,or
Nprshkollatepaktaqvareshinngakisha,msoheshingreqishtjadhelatinishtja.Dhimitr
Grillo,HistoriaeShqiprisprKlasnVIII(Tiran:ShtpiaBotueseeLibritShkollor,1968),
pp.11and23.

77Prgatinjzetvjetai(AliPashTepelena)sulmoidheplaÅkitifshatradhekarvanen
Shqipridhen Greqiprtvendosurqetsinetronditurngahajduttdhemartallozt
grek.FrashriandPollo1974,p.87.

78Nedshirojmnxehtsishittjetojmn paqemet gjithfqinjttan,meMalineZi,
Greqin,SerbineBullgarin.
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AlthoughAlbanian-Greekrelationswerenotaggravatedtoanunmanageable

degree,Albania’scompleteself-isolationfromtherestoftheworldasofthelate

1970sanditsneedtokeepitspeopleunitedunderthenationandthepartyby

forceoffearofextinctionrenderedhistoryahighlyantagonisticelementinthe

relationshipbetweenthetwocountries.Wealsosuggestthatthedeteriorating

mentalhealthofEnverHoxha(d.1985)probablyalsoplayedsomepartin

pushingreferencestoGreeceandGreekstotheirpeakin1983.Thereappearsto

benootherexplanationforthetextbook’sspectacularregressiontothepre-

independenceclaimthatIllyriansaredescendantsofPelasgians,anoldand

unproventhesisthatwaspersistentlyavoidedbycommunistideologicaldictates

onAlbania’spast,andasubjectthathadinterestedHoxhainhislateryears.79

Thefollowingexcerptsareinterestingevidenceofvariousideologicalcon-

structsofthecommunistregime:Mingaandcolleagueswrite:

ThegreatstruggleandefforttoopenAlbanianschoolsmetwithmanyobstacles.The

Turkishoccupiers,theclergymenwhoservedtheinterestsofforeigners,andallother

enemiesofthepeopledidalltheycouldtoclosetheAlbanianschools.Theyused

threats,slanderandintimidationofteachersandparentsinordertokeepthechildren

awayfromAlbanianschools.TheyalsokilledmanyAlbanianlanguageteachers,suchas

PandeliSotiri,KristoNegovani,andPetroNiniLuarasi.80

Thesametextbookasksintheexercisessection:‘Whydidtheenemypersecute

andkillthepatriotsandtheAlbanianlanguageteachers?[…] Watchatthe

cinemaoronthetelevisiontheAlbanianartisticfilm,TheSchool.Discusswith

yourparentsandteacherandsayinwhichtimeperiodthemovieisset’.81Anda

fewpageslater,thetextbookconfirms:‘Duringthis[FirstWorld]Warourplace

wasoccupiedbythearmiesofMontenegro,SerbiaandGreeceandlaterbythe

Austrian,FrenchandItalianarmies’.82

Theseexcerptspointtoseveralcommunistandnationalistmyths,whereby

79Hoxha,TwoFriendlyPeoples,pp.296–9.
80Jlec\kidouki\ja_oRpqosp\heierci\t|%moicla!kbamij_mswoke_ymsum\mtgsampokk\
1lp|dia.ORToOqjoijatawtgt]r,oRjkgqijo_,po}rpgqetoOsamt\sulv]qomtat_mn]mym,ja_
fkoioR%kkoi1whqo_toOkaoO5jalamf,tilpoqoOsamci\m\jke_soumt\!kbamij\swokeĩa.
Aqto_wqgsilopo_gsam!peik]r,sujovamt_er,ja_vob]qerpq|rto}rdasj\kourja_comeĩrci\
m\l̂mpgca_moumt\paidi\st\!kbamij\swokeĩa.Aqto_sj|tysamja_pokko}rdasj\kour
t/r!kbamij/rck~ssar,fpyr:t|mPamtek_Syt̂qi,t|mJq_stoMecjob\mi,t|mP]tqoM_mi
Kiouaq\si.Mingaetal.,1983,p.49.

81Ciat_b1whq|rjatad_yjeja_sj|tymeto}rpatqi_terja_to}rdasj\kourt/r!kbamij/r
ck~ssar;3.Deĩtest¹mjimglatocq\voEt̂mtgke|qasgt̂m!kbamiĵjakkitewmiĵtaim_a“To
didasjakeĩo”.Sufgt/stel]to}rcomeĩrja_t|d\sjakoja_peĩteci\poi|mjaiq|c_metaik|cor
s’aqt̂mt̂mtaim_a.Ibid.,p.50.

82St̂ di\qjeiaaqtoOtoO[Pq~touPacjosl_ou]Pok]loubt|porlarjatak̂vtgje!p¹t±
stqate}latatoOLauqoboum_ou,t/rSeqb_arja·:kk\darja_!qc|teqa!p|t\aqstqiaj\,
cakkij\ja_Qtakij\stqate}lata.Ibid.,p.58.
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mythisdefinedasanideologicalconstruct,trueorfalse,holdingquasi-sacred,

identity-shapingvalueandvalidityforitsbearers.Thefirstpassageclaimsthat

theclergyoperatinginAlbaniawereagentsorsaboteursofforeignpowers,an

anti-clericalmyththatfitstheideologicalpreceptsoftheofficiallyatheiststate

sincethe1976Constitution.Italsomakesdirectmentionofforeignanddomestic

enemiesofthepeoplewhoactedagainstthefatherland,anideologicalmyththat

wasusedasapretextbythecommunistregimetopurgedissidence.Thesecond

passage,usedtoreinforceandconsolidate‘lessons’learntinthefirstpassage,

alsopresentsathirdcommunistmyth,thatoftheever-populardefenceofthe

fatherland,byaskingstudentstodisclosetheirparents’viewsonthefirstex-

cerpt’s‘lessons’totheirteachers.Allpassagespromotenationalist,existentially

threateningmyths,suchasthatofpermanentnationalstruggleagainstforeign

anddomesticenemies;the‘mythofvictimhood’;andthemythofvilifyingthe

enemy.ThelatteraretheGreeksinthiscase,notnamedinthefirstexcerptyet

continuouslyportrayedastheperpetrators.Thislinearnarrativeisoftenmon-

olithicinitsinterpretationsofvariouseventsthathaveinfluencedtherelation-

shipbetweenthesetwocountriesoverthecourseofhistory.

Conclusion

ThischapterhasfolloweduponpreviousresearchontheimageoftheGreeksin

thecourseofAlbania’snationalidentity-buildingprocessanditsfirstdecadesas

independentstate(1886–1939).ThetransformationoftheimageoftheGreekin

Albanianhistoryschooltextbooksfrom1945to1990reflectstheprincipal

phasesofbilateralrelations,echoinghistoriesofconflict,neighbourhood,but

alsopartnership.Fromthesecondhalfofthe1970s,Albania’scommunistregime

pursuedadesperatepolicyofself-seclusionfromtherestoftheworld.Theimage

oftheGreek,therefore,similartothatofmanyperceived‘Others’,ismuchmore

negativethanbefore.Seclusioncouldbesustainedonlyuponthesystematic

terrorizationofthepopulationonthepretencesofaforeignexistentialistthreat.

Theinstrumentalizationofschooltextbooksinfosteringahostileethno-na-

tionalistenvironmenttowardstheethnicOtherintensifiedinthelasttwodec-

adesofthecommunistregime.We areclearlydealingwithanethnocentric

educationalsystemaimingatshapingnationalandpoliticalidentitythroughthe

vilificationoftheneighbouringOther.
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pokitiĵ sepeqiveqeiaj]remt\seir.‘InContinuities,Discontinuities,Rupturesinthe

GreekWorld(1204–2014):Economy,Society,History,Literature:5thEuropeanCon-

gressofModernGreekStudiesoftheEuropeanSocietyofModernGreekStudies(pro-

ceedings),editedbyKonstantinosA.Dimadis,vol.1(Athens:EuropeanSocietyof

ModernGreekStudies,2015),pp.575–92.

Stojanov,Darko.‘InSearchofAutochthony:ACaseStudyoftheGreatMigrationsPeriodas

PresentedinHistoryTextbooksin Macedonia’.DerDonauraum50(3–4)(2010):

pp.225–34.

Strauss,AnselmL.andCorbin,JulietM.BasicsofQualitativeResearch:GroundedTheory

ProceduresandTechniques,2nded.(NewburyPark,CA:Sage,1998).

Temo,Sotir.EducationinthePeople’sSocialistRepublicofAlbania(Tirana:The‘8Nntori’

PublishingHouse,1985).

FortifyingtheNation:TheImageoftheGreeks

© 2017, V&R unipress GmbH, Göttingen 
ISBN Print: 9783847108115 – ISBN E-Lib: 9783737008112

219

Open-Access-Publikation im Sinne der CC-Lizenz BY 4.0

https://universum-ks.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Peshkopia-Voss-and-Bytyqi-006-2013.docx
https://universum-ks.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Peshkopia-Voss-and-Bytyqi-006-2013.docx
http://www.v-r.de/de


Thorp,Robert.UsesofHistoryinHistoryEducation(Ume:Ume Universitet,2016).

Titscher,Stefan,Meyer,Michael,Wodak,RuthandVetter,Eva.MethodsofTextandDis-

courseAnalysis,trans.B.Jenner(London:SAGE,2000).

Todorov,Petar.‘TeachingHistoryinMacedoniaAfter2001:RepresentationsofArmed

ConflictBetweenEthnicMacedoniansandEthnicAlbanians’.InHistoryCanBite:

HistoryEducationinDividedandPostwarSocieties,editedbyDeniseBentrovato,

KarinaV.Korostelinaand MartinaSchulze(Göttingen:Vandenhoek& Ruprecht

unipress,2016),pp.111–124.

VanSledright,Bruce.‘NarrativesofNation-State,HistoricalKnowledge,andSchoolHis-

toryEducation’.ReviewofResearchinEducation32(2008):pp.109–46.

Wodtke,GeoffreyT.‘TheImpactofEducationonInter-GroupAttitudes:AMultiracial

Analysis’.SocialPsychologyQuarterly75(1)(2012):pp.80–106.DOI:10.1177/0190272

511430234.

XochellisPanagiotis,KapsalisAchileas,AndreouAndreas,IsmyrliadouAdela,Loukidou

Despoina,BonidisCyriakos,HatzisavvidisSophronis.‘GEij|matou“6kkou”sta

Swokij\Bibk_aIstoq_artymBakjamij~mWyq~m.‘InGEij|matou,6kkou‘staSwokij\
Bibk_atymBakjamij~mWyq~m.Pqajtij\Diehmo}rSumedq_ou,Hessakom_jg,16–18
Ojtybq_ou1998,editedbyAchileasKapsalis,KyriakosBonidisandAthenaSipitanou
(Athens:Typothito,2000),pp.67–99.

KonstantinosGiakoumis/IlirKalemaj

© 2017, V&R unipress GmbH, Göttingen 
ISBN Print: 9783847108115 – ISBN E-Lib: 9783737008112

220

Open-Access-Publikation im Sinne der CC-Lizenz BY 4.0

http://www.v-r.de/de


Graphs

Graph1.1:ReferencestotheGreeks,1959–1983

Graph1.2:ReferencestotheGreeks,1959–1983
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Graph2.1:ReferencestotheGreeks,1946–1990

Graph2.2:ReferencestotheGreeks,1959–1983
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Graph3.1:ReferencestotheGreeks,1946–1990

Graph3.2:ReferencestotheGreeks,1959–1983
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AleksandarPavlović/AleksandraIlićRajković

‘FierceWarriors’or‘BloodthirstySavages’:Albaniansin
SerbianTextbooks(1882–1941)

Introduction

OnlyahandfulofSerbiantextbooksfromtheperiod1882to1941makeany

lengthyreferencetoSerbia’sethnicAlbanianminority.Previousscholarshipon

SerbiantextbooksfromtheperiodbeforeandduringtheKingdomofYugoslavia

(1918–41)concentratesforthemostpartontheeducationalroleofSerbian

nationalism,andlateronYugoslavismasanofficialeducationalpolicy,without

anyparticularfocusontherepresentationofminoritiesintextbooks.1Inarecent

studyoninterwartextbooks,PieterTrochemphasizestheexclusivenessofthe

conceptofYugoslavism,whichappliedonlytoSerbs,Croats,andSlovenes,and

failedtoaccountforotherethnicities,mostnotablyAlbaniansandMuslimsin

general:

Apartfromthethreeaccepted‘tribes’,nosignificantattemptsweremadetoinclude

symbolicresourceslinkedtootherSouthSlavcollectiveidentitiesinYugoslavnational

culture.Thus,weencounterveryfewelementsthatcouldmobilizeMontenegrin,

MacedonianorBosnianMuslimcollectiveidentitiesasconstituentpartsofYugoslav

nationhood[…]Non-SouthSlavminorities,includingGermans,Hungarians,Ruma-

nians,andAlbanians,werecompletelyexcludedfromYugoslavnationalidentityinthe

curricula.2

Albanianswereindeedmarginalizedorexcludedentirelyfromthesenarratives,

andtheyhadlittleinvolvementinshapingSerbianandYugoslaveducational

policyorcurricula.AstrueasTroch’sremarksaboutthegenerallackofmaterial

onAlbaniansinthetextbooksofthetimemightbe,theperiodfrom1882to1941

stillofferssufficientcontentforamorethoroughandnuanceddiscussionofthe

perceptionofAlbaniansinSerbianeducationandtextbooks.Afterproviding

1See:CharlesJelavich,‘Education,TextbooksandSouthSlavNationalismsintheInterwarEra’,
inAllgemeinbildungalsModernisierungsfaktor,ed.byReiterandSundhaussen(1994),
pp.127–42.
2PieterTroch,NationalismandYugoslavia(2015),p.133.
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somecontextonSerbianandYugoslavnationaleducationalpolicy,wewillargue

thatAlbanianswererepresentedintextbookswithmuchthesameambivalences

andcontradictionsthatmarkedtheofficialSerbianandYugoslavpolicytowards

them.Oursampleinthischapterislimitedtothreerevisededitionsofahistory

textbookbyMihailoJović,publishedfrom1882onwards,andtworeadingbooks

publishedbyMilošMatovićandMiloradVujanacin1938.Allthesetextswere

writtenforuseinthefourthgradeofprimaryeducation,thefinaleducationlevel

forthevastmajorityofpupilsatthetime.3AlltextbooksusedinSerbianschools

from1880to1918wereprintedbythestate,andonlyafterbeingapprovedforuse

bytheMainEducationCouncil(Glavniprosvetnisavet).Jović’stextbook,of

course,hadthisapprovalandwascontinuouslyusedinschoolfrom1882to1918,

printedinfifty-sixeditions,andsignificantlyrevisedthreetimes.Itcantherefore

beconsideredrepresentativeoftheperiodunderconsiderationhere.

Educationpolicywasmoreliberalintheinterwarperiodthanbefore;some

privatelypublishedtextbookswereapprovedforuseinschoolsinadditionto

thosepublishedbythestate.TheMainEducationalCouncilceaseditsrigorous

controloftextbookcontent,whichgavetheauthorsmorefreedominhandling

certainsubjects,andinthisrespectthereadingbooksbyMatovićandVujanac

constitutearepresentativesample.4

Nation,Education,andtheTextbook

Educationinthespiritofnationalismhasalonghistory.Bythenineteenth

century,theideaofnationhoodasfundamentaltoanyformofcommunityandas

thehighestachievementintheevolutionofmankind,wasfirmlyestablished.

Scholarshavelongobservedthateducationwasatthattimeconsideredtoplayan

activeroleinprotecting,preserving,andimprovingagivensociety;assuch,

nationalcoherenceandorganizationwerefunctionsofpropereducation.5

TheconceptofnationhoodwasofconcerntoSerbiansdecadespriortothe

country’sindependence,havingbeenintroducedbythefirstgenerationsof

scholarseducatedabroad,andtheworksofVukKaradžić(1787–1864).However,

itwasnotsystematicallyincorporatedintoeducationpolicyuntilafterfullna-

tionalindependencewassecuredattheCongressofBerlinin1878.Integralto

thatprocesswasthereformoftheeducationsystemthatfollowedin1882,which

3AleksandraIlić,‘Školskisistem,nastavniciiučeniciuSrbiji(1804–2004)’,inDvavekaob-
razovanjauSrbiji,ed.byAvramović(2005),pp.109–64.
4AleksandraIlićRajković,‘Albanciisrpsko-albanskiodnosiusrpskimudžbenicima(1887–
1987)’[AlbaniansandSerbian-AlbanianRelationsinSerbianTextbooks(1887–1987)],in
Figuraneprijatelja,ed.byPavlovićetal.,(2015),pp.177–95.
5See:JohnDewey,DemocracyandEducation(1916).
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sawtheintroductionofmandatoryeducation.ContemporarySerbianped-

agoguesmaintainedthateducationintheAgeofNationsshouldbenational;

similarviewswereemergingelsewhereinEuropeatthetime.6Evidencethatit

wasconceptslikenationhoodthatinspiredthereformersoftheschoolsystem

canbefoundinthewordsofStojanNovaković,theleadingfigureinthereform

andmodernizationofSerbianeducation.Inlinewithviewshelaterexpressed

duringthedebateoverthehighschoolcurriculumin1881,Novakovićempha-

sizedinhisopeningspeechtotheMainEducationCouncilin1880that‘edu-

cationisthecrucialfactorintheunificationofSerbdom’.7Reportsfromother

discussionsanddebatesregardingcurriculaandschoolprogrammesshowthat

Serbianteachersandteachers’associationsagreed.

ThusintheperiodpriortotheFirstWorldWar,Serbianpupilsweretypically

taughtthatlanguageisthemostfundamentalandobviousevidenceofacommon

originandpast,thatnationhoodisanaturalwayofgroupingpeople,andthatall

thosewhospeakthesamelanguagewishtoandshouldlivetogetherintheir

nationalstate.Accordingly,theprimarytaskofSerbsshouldbetofulfiltheir

centenniallegacyofliberatingandunitingallSerbdom.Thedevelopmentofthe

ideaofunitedSerbianstatehoodcanbeobservedchieflyinhistorytextbooks,

butpupilsencounteredeventsandfiguresfromSerbianhistoryingeography

textbooksandreadingbooksaswell.Inanutshell,pupilsweretaughtthat

SerbiannationhoodwasasoldastheSerbianpresenceintheBalkans,truly

understoodatfirstonlybyafew,butlaterwidelyadoptedandstrengthenedfrom

themedievalSerbianexpansiononwards.8

ItiswithinsuchacontextthatoneshouldframeSerbianandYugoslavedu-

cationalpolicyandpolicyingeneraltowardstheAlbanians.TheCongressof

Berlinin1878providedinternationalrecognitionofSerbianindependence,but

wasneverthelessatraumaticeventforcontemporarySerbs,whowereshocked

bytheAustriantakeoverofBosniaandHerzegovina,whichtheSerbsperceived

astheirownland.SerbiawassurroundedonthreesidesbytheAustro-Hungarian

Empire,andthusturneditsattentiontothesouthernlandsthatstillbelongedto

theOttomanEmpire:primarilypresent-dayKosovoandnorthernAlbania.Once

partofthemedievalSerbianEmpire,theselandshadbeeninhabitedinthe

meantimebyalargelyAlbanianpopulation.ThislenttheAlbaniansanew

relevanceintheeyesofSerbiantextbookauthors.

6See:RoyLowe,‘EducationandNationalIdentity’,HistoryofEducation,28(3)(1999),231–3.
7‘ZapisnikasasedniceGlavnogprosvetnogsaveta’,Prosvetniglasnik,1(14)(1880),533.
8AleksandraIlić,UdžbeniciinacionalnovaspitanjeuSrbiji1878–1918[TextbooksandNational
EducationinSerbia1878–1918](2010).
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AlbaniansintheHistoryTextbooksofMihailoJović(1882–1918)

Thetextbookmostrepresentativeofthewidertrendsofthetime,MihailoJović’s

Srpskaistorija(SerbianHistory),illustratesthisgeneralframeworkinitsde-

pictionofnationalhistoryasaperpetualstrugglefornationalliberationand

unification,anditsemphasisonheroismandbravery.Thusasearlyasinthe

foreword,Jovićadvisesthepupilsto‘alwaysbeheroeslikeObilićandthebrigand

Veljko’.9Thiscorrespondsperfectlywiththemethodologicalinstructionsofthe

MinistryofEducation,whoexpectedSerbianhistoryeducationtoinspire‘love

forournationandfeelingsthatwouldstrengthenthewilltocarryoutheroic

moralactions’.10Writtenin1882duringtheaforementionededucationreform,

Jović’stextbookservedasthedominanthistorytextbookpriortotheformation

oftheKingdomofSerbs,CroatsandSlovenesaftertheGreatWar,andappeared

indozensofeditions.Throughoutthisperiod,theauthorrepeatedlyadjusted

andrevisedSerbianHistoryinaccordancewithofficialcurricula.Thismakesit

idealforanalysis,asitishighlyrepresentativeofeducationaltendenciesinSerbia

inthelatenineteenthandearlytwentiethcenturyingeneral,aswellasofthe

perceptionsofAlbaniansinparticular.Wewillfocusonthenegativeevolutionof

perceptionsofAlbaniansinthevariouseditionsofthistextbook.

Asonewouldexpect,AlbaniansoccupyarathermarginalroleinJović’s

textbook.Theyarementionedonlyoccasionallyandinpassing,inrelationtotwo

historicalepisodes:thereignoftheSerbianEmperorDušan(1331–55),who

ruledAlbaniaaswell,andtheGreatMigrationoftheSerbsfrom1690,which,

accordingtoJović,triggeredamajordemographicshiftintheterritoriesof

KosovoandSandžak.ItisequallytellingthatthereisnoreferencetotheAlba-

niansinthediscussionoftheBattleofKosovo,eventhoughittookplaceina

territoryinhabitedforcenturiesbybothSerbsandAlbanians.AnAlbanian

namedKondais,however,regularlymentionedandcreditedforhishelpinthe

takeoveroftheBelgradefortressbytheSerbsduringtheFirstSerbianUprising

againsttheOttomanEmpire(1804–13).Yetnomentionismadeofanyofthe

previousinsurrectionsandinsubordinationsagainsttheOttomansthatsawthe

Serbs,Montenegrins,andAlbaniansfightonthesameside.Thismayindicatean

implicittendencytogivepreferencetothoseepisodesthatpresenttheAlbanians

asSerbiansubjectsoradversaries,ratherthanfriendsorallies.

ThescarcityofreferencestoAlbaniansshouldcomeasnosurpriseifone

bearsinmindthatinthenineteenthcenturyknowledgeaboutsouthernlands

stillunderOttomanrulewaslimitedevenamongeducatedpeopleinSerbia.In

9ThistermisatranslationofHajduk,whichmeansbrigand,highwayman,oroutlaw,butis
usedtorefertoSouth-EasternEuropean‘freedomfighters’.Jović,Srpskaistorija(1882).

10 MinistryofEducation,Prosvetnizbornikzakonainaredaba(1895),p.808.
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theopeningsectionofhistextbook,Jovićhimselfadmitswithregretthat‘pupils

wereunfamiliarwithandvagueonKosovoandotherplaces’.11Thisutterlackof

knowledgeabouttheAlbanianscanbeillustrated,forinstance,byJović’sdis-

cussionofEmperorDušan:

DušantookthetitleofEmperoroftheSerbs,Bulgarians(fortheysubmittedtohim),

Greeks(forhehadtakenmuchoftheGreeklands),andAlbanians.Albanialiestothe

southofusandisinhabitedbytheArnauts12;[hecalledhimselfthe]AlbanianEmperor

becausetheAlbaniansalwaysobeyedhimandassistedhimwiththeirarmies[…]There

wereSerbsaswellasGreeksandBulgarians.FierceArnautswerealsoinhisarmy.13

JovićreadilylistsallthenationsthatDušanruledover,butfeelstheneedto

providebasicinformationonlyabouttheAlbanians,implyingthathisreaders

arefamiliarwiththeSerbs,Bulgarians,andGreeks,butnotwiththeAlbanians.

AsearlyasinJović’s1886revisionofhistextbookonefindsclaimsthatstand

instarkcontrastwiththosequotedabove.ExamplesincludethoseaboutAlba-

nianviolenceagainsttheSerbswhoremainedinKosovoaftertheGreatMi-

grationstothenorththattookplacefrom1690tothefirstdecadesofthe

eighteenthcentury:‘ThesemigrationswerebadfortheSerbs,fortheSerbswere

spreadacrossfarawaylands,andtheTurkssettledtheArnauts,whocommitted

evenmoreterriblecrimesagainsttheSerbsthantheTurksthemselves,ontheir

territory’.14Whatexactlythesemoreterriblecrimesmighthaveincludedis

difficulttodeducegiventhatJovićpreviouslydescribedOttomanruleasslavery

fortheSerbs:

TheTurksmolestedtheSerbsasChristiansandcalledthemrayah[slaves15][…]Every

fifthyeartheTurkswouldcometotheSerbianlandstotakethehealthiestandmost

beautifulboysfortheirarmyofJanissaries[…]TheJanissarieswerethegreatest

evildoers.WhenaSerbcouldnotpaythetribute,theywouldpasshimoverafire,whip

him,orpullhimbyhorses’tails.

Thus,thephrase‘worsethantheTurks’effectivelyindicatesametaphorfor

ultimateoppression.

11Jović,Srpskaistorija(1882),pp.v–vi.
12ArnautisanarchaicethnonymforAlbanianscommonlyusedinSerbia,precededbythe
moreinternationalethnonym‘Albanians’insocialistYugoslavia.

13Jović,Srpskaistorija(1882),pp.108–9.
14Jović,Srpskaistorija(1886),p.91.
15Itisworthclarifyingthattheactualmeaningofthetermrayahisnot‘slaves’but‘flock’.It
designatedthetax-payinglowerclassofsubjectswithintheOttomanEmpire.Whileinfact
someMuslimswerealsocategorizedasrayah,andOrthodoxpriestswereexemptfrom
taxationandthusexcludedfromthiscategory,inthepopularbeliefexpressedbyJovićrayah
isusedtodenotethe‘slavery’thatSerbs,asChristians,sufferedatthehandsoftheOttomans.
Seeforinstance:StanfordShaw,‘TheOttomanViewoftheBalkans’,inTheBalkansin
Transition,ed.byJelavichandJelavich(1963),pp.56–78(esp.pp.58–60).
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However,thisnew,drasticallynegativeperceptionoftheAlbaniansinthe1886

editionremainedsomewhatopposedtotheirdepictioninotherpartsofSerbian

History.Thus,forinstance,inthesectionaboutEmperorDušan,theauthor

retainsthefirstedition’spositiveevaluationoftheAlbaniansasbravewarriors:

ThelandbetweentheriverDrimandtheAdriaticSeaiscalledAlbania.Itisinhabitedby

theArnauts.TheArnautsaregoodheroes[…]DušanpenetratedwithhisSerbsand,

littlebylittle,conqueredallofAlbaniaandtookthetitleofKingofAlbania.16

SincethisevaluationobviouslycontradictsthestatementsaboutAlbanianbar-

barism,itthuscomesasnosurprisethatthenextrevision,in1894,providesan

interpretationmoreinlinewiththenegativetrendintherestoftheportrayal:

Twoyearsafterthiswar,Albanianleadersclashedandfoughtagainsteachother.While

theywerefightingamongthemselves,DušangatheredanarmyandstrucktheAlba-

nians,defeatingsomeandattractingotherstohissidewithpromisesandgifts,thus

spreadinghisruleoverallofAlbania.17

InthethirdrevisionofthistextbooktheexplanationofwhotheAlbaniansareis

excluded;itappearsthattherisinginterestintheAlbaniansandtheirlandsmade

suchelementaryinformationobsolete.Jovićalsoleftouthispreviousstatement

aboutAlbanianheroism,asitcontradictedthepictureofAlbaniansastorturers

oftheKosovoSerbs.InsteadtheauthordiscussestherelationshipbetweenDušan

andtheAlbaniansinfurtherdetail.Thus,whilehis1882textbookimpliesthat

thereasonforthesuccessofDušan’scampaignamongtheAlbanianswastheir

goodrelations(‘becausetheAlbaniansalwaysobeyedhimandassistedhimwith

theirarmies’),the1894editionplacesanemphasisonAlbaniandiscord,greed,

andcorruptionasthereasonsfortheestablishmentofDušan’sruleoverthe

Albanians.Itisthisthirdrevisededitionfrom1894,whichcontinuedtobe

reprintedwithoutchangesin1900andthereafter,thatappearstobemoreinline

withtheofficialSerbianpolicythatincreasinglyreliedonforceandhostility

towardsAlbanians.

ShiftsintheportrayalofissuesaroundSerbianlandandmigration,andhow

theymightrelatetotheAlbanians,canbeobservedinthefollowingthreequotes

fromthe1882,1886,and1894editionsrespectively:

[SerbianPatriarch]ArsenijeČarnojevićdidwrongbytheSerbsbyleadingthismi-

gration.TheSerbsthathetookwithhimsufferedgreatlyatthehandsoftheAustrians

andstilldo,becausetheAustrianEmperorrulesoverthem.Yetitwasevenworsefor

thosewhostayedhereinSerbia.TheTurkssettledtheArnautsontheemptyestates,and

16Jović,Srpskaistorija(1886),p.53.
17Jović,Srpskaistorija(1894),p.46.
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sonowadaysonlyafewSerbsremaininSerbiasouthofus(aroundPrizrenandPeć);all

peoplethereareAlbanians,eventhoughtheywerenottherebefore.18

AmassmigrationofSerbstookplacein1690.ArsenijeČarnojević,aSerbianpatriarch,

summonedtheSerbsfromOldSerbiaandfledwiththemtoBanatandBačka.These

migrationswerebadfortheSerbs,whobecamespreadthroughoutfarawaylands,and

theTurkssettledtheArnauts,whocommittedevengreatercrimesagainsttheSerbs

thantheTurksthemselves,ontheirterritory.19

ArsenijedidwrongbytheSerbs,forthosethathetookwithhimobeytheHungarians

andGermansnowadays,whilethosethatremainedarescattered,abandonedand

weakened;thusneitherwenorthoseinBačkaandBanatcanbecomestrong,becausewe

aresmallinnumber.20

TheAmbivalenceoftheInterwarYears(1918–41)

Thefollowingisananalysisoftwoliteraryshortstoriesportrayingradically

differentdepictionsoftheAlbanians,includedintwoSerbianfourthgrade

readingbooksfromtheinterwarperiod.Thesestorieshadbothbeenpublished

previously.While‘LazartheBrigandandhisMother’,publishedinMilošMa-

tović’sreadingbookfrom1938,providesapictureoftheAlbaniansasSerb-

hatingandtreacherous,‘TheAlbanianWoman’,includedinVujanac’s1938

readingbook,praisesthemasheroicandbrave.Theytestifybothtoattemptsata

moreinclusiveapproachregardingtheAlbanians,andtotheambivalencesto-

wardsthemintheinterwarperiod.

Theseinconclusivedepictionsareillustrativeofthegeneralambivalencesand

contradictionsofofficialpolicytowardstheAlbaniansaftertheFirstWorldWar

inthenewlyformedKingdomofSerbs,CroatsandSlovenes,renamedthe

KingdomofYugoslaviain1929.Ontheonehand,onecancertainlygivegood

reasonsforconsideringYugoslavpolicytowardsAlbaniansandMuslimsasthe

continuationofearlier(post-1878)Serbianattemptstoencouragetheirmigra-

tion.21AlbanianswerepresentedinseveraltextbooksaspuppetsoftheGreat

Powers,andtheindependenceofAlbaniaasaregretfuloutcome.22Ontheother

hand,acornerstoneoftheofficialYugoslaveducationpolicywasitsemphasison

theliberationofbrotherlynationsfromtheimperialyokeofboththeAustro-

HungariansandtheOttomans.Serbianand/orYugoslavruleoverasignificant

18Jović,Srpskaistorija(1882),p.187.
19Jović,Srpskaistorija(1886),p.91.
20Jović,Srpskaistorija(1894),p.74.
21See:VladanJovanović,Slikejedneneuspeleintegracije(2014).
22See:IlićRajković,‘Albanciisrpsko-albanskiodnosi’,inFiguraneprijatelja,ed.byPavlovićet
al.(2015),pp.177–95.
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Albanianpopulationcouldbeseenasliberation.Aninterestingexampleofthis

latterapproachcanbetakenfromthedepictionofthe1912FirstBalkanWarin

MilošMatović’selementaryschoolhistorytextbook,entitledOsvećenjeKosova

[RevengeforKosovo].23AfterinformingthepupilsofthesignificanceofKosovo

fortheSerbs,theauthoroffersanexplanationofitsrelevancetoAlbanians.Of

theSerbianarmy’sentryintoPrizren(theformercapitaloftheSerbianEmpire),

theauthorwrites:‘KingPetarfirstwenttotheChurchoftheHolySalvationbuilt

inEmperorDušan’stime’.TheverynextdayheattendedaserviceinanAlbanian

Catholicchurch,‘inordertoassuretheAlbaniansthathisarmywasnotcoming

toconqueranotherpeople,buttointroducefreedom,justice,andorder’.While

textbookreadersmightwonderaboutthefeelingsoftheAlbanianMuslimsand

TurkswhomadeupthevastmajorityofthepopulationinPrizren,itseemsthat

bothKingPetarandthetextbookauthordecidedtodisregardthem.Evenafter

hugeterritorialenlargementsinthecourseoftheBalkanWarsandtheFirst

WorldWar,alongwiththesubsequentformationofYugoslavia,KingPetar’s

kingdomremainedsomewhattornbetweenthesecontradictorypoliciesofin-

tegratingtheAlbaniansandcompellingtheiremigration.

ThedepictionsofAlbaniansinthetwostoriesselectedbyMatovićandVu-

janacin1938couldhardlybemoredifferent.Vujanacpublishedtheshortstory

‘Arnautka’(Albanianwomen)24,whichtellsofayoungsixteen-year-oldboy

returninghomeastheonlysurvivoroftheclashbetweentheShalaAlbaniansand

theTurksfromShkodratofindhistribeandhismothermourninghisdeath.

Insteadofrejoicingoverherson’ssurvival,themotherbrandshimacowardfor

notdyingalongsidehiscompany,tellinghimtogobackanddieatthespotwhere

theothersdidifhewishestobecalledherson.ThestoryendswiththeOttoman

vizierpardoninghimandsendinghimhometohismotherahero.

ThisstoryoftheresoluteandSpartanicwarriorlogicofheroismwaspre-

viouslypublishedinthefamous1901collectionofheroictalesPrimjeričojstvai

junaštva(ExamplesofManlinessandHeroism)byMarkoMiljanov.Miljanov

wasafamousMontenegrinwarriorbornaround1830intheMontenegrin-Al-

banianborderzone.Hewasconsideredthegreatestheroofhistimebyboth

Serbo-MontenegrinsandAlbanians.Inhisoldage,Miljanovbecameliteratein

ordertobeabletorecordthecourageousdeedsofhiscontemporaries.Intwoof

hisbookspublishedaround1900,MiljanovpraisestheAlbaniansasgreatheroes

andhonestpeople.OnethirdofhisseventygreatestExamplesofheroism,

courage,andchivalrousdeedswerecarriedoutbyAlbanians,whomheespe-

ciallypraisesfortheirheroismandhospitality.

IncontrasttoVujanac’sselection,Matović’sreadingbookpresentsasingle,

23 MilošMatović,IstorijaJugoslovena(1939),p.63.
24 MiloradVujanac,Čitankazačetvrtirazredosnovniškole(1938),pp.61–2.
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drasticallynegativerepresentationofAlbanians.Matovićincludesthelastpartof

astoryoriginallypublishedinthecollectionStoriesfromOldSerbia,writtenby

theKosovoSerbandpatrioticzealotZarijaR.Popovićin1922.Thestoryis

entitled‘LazartheBrigandandhisMother’.25Matovićexplainsthesettingofthe

story,whichevokesOttomanviolenceagainsttheSerbsinKosovointheearly

yearsofthetwentiethcentury.IttellsofabandofKosovoSerbbrigandswhoaska

localAlbaniantosafeguardtheminthevillageofVelikaHohxa,wheretheywent

todealwiththeTurkishevildoerwhooppressedthelocalraya(flock),andtheir

subsequentkillingbytheAlbanians.

ThetreacherousnatureoftheAlbanianswhobreaktraditionalBalkanpat-

riarchalcodesofhonourandhospitalityiscarefullydepicted.Thecompany

leader,theteacherLazarfromPrizren,asksanAlbaniantwiceforhisbesa,and

eachtimethelatterconfirmsit.BesaisanAlbaniantermmeaningapromiseora

wordofhonour,butitalsodenotesfaithandfidelity,andisusuallyregardedas

sacredbyAlbanians,signallinganobligationtoalwayskeeptheirwordatall

costs.Breakingbesaisthereforesacrilegeandagravesin.Moreover,inthestory

ofLazar,theAlbanianinvitedthebrigandsintohishome,welcomingthemwith

breadandsalt,whichtraditionallyevokesanotherinstitutionofhospitalitythat

ensurescareandprotectionforaguest.Thereisanabundanceofevidenceforthe

almostsacredrespectfortheguestamongthehighlandersoftheCentralBal-

kans.TheaforementionedMarkoMiljanov’sExamplesoffersmanyepisodesin

whichhostsarekilledwhilesteadfastlyprotectingtheirguestsevenfromthe

host’sfellowtribesmenorauthorities.EdithDurhamandRebeccaWestoffer

livelydepictionsoftheirexperiencesofthisunusualAlbanianhospitalityintheir

earlytwentiethcenturytravelogues.TheAlbanian,therefore,bybetrayingLazar

andhiscompanyaftergivingthebesaandreceivingthemintohishouse,violates

thesacreddutyofhoststoprotecttheirguests.Inshort,itispreciselyinthe

treatmentoftraditionalcustomsandpatriarchalvaluesthatthetwostoriesdiffer

themost;theexcerptpublishedbyMatovićdeniestheAlbaniansthosevaluesof

honourandhospitalitymostcommonlyassociatedwiththem,andforwhich

MarkoMiljanovcommendsthem.

Conclusion

Inconclusion,thepresentationofAlbaniansinSerbiantextbooksthroughout

thisperiod,whileundoubtedlybiasedandprejudiced,isanythingbutsimple

andstraightforward.Itcontainsambivalencesthatspeaktotheshiftingstatusof

25 MilošMatović,ČitankazačetvrtirazrednarodnihškolauKraljeviniJugoslaviji(1938),
p.210.

‘FierceWarriors’or‘BloodthirstySavages’

© 2017, V&R unipress GmbH, Göttingen 
ISBN Print: 9783847108115 – ISBN E-Lib: 9783737008112

233

Open-Access-Publikation im Sinne der CC-Lizenz BY 4.0

http://www.v-r.de/de


andattitudesbetweenthetwonations.IndistinctiontoearlierSerbianper-

ceptionsofAlbaniansas‘fiercewarriors’andoccasionalalliesagainsttheOt-

tomans,latenineteenth-andearlytwentieth-centurytextbooksaremarkedby

anevidenthostilitytowardsAlbanians.Thisenmityarisesforthemostpartout

ofcontemporarydisputesovertheterritoryofpresent-dayKosovo,northern

Albania,andnorthernMacedoniainhabitedmostlybyMuslimAlbanians,but

historicallypartoftheSerbianmedievalstate.

ThestoryincludedinVujanac’sreadingbookexemplifiestheattemptsofthe

KingdomofYugoslaviatodevelopamoreinclusivepolicytowardstheAlba-

nians;assuch,itsauthorchoosesashortstorythatpresentsAlbaniansinline

withvaluesthataresharedbySerbiannarratives,inwhattheauthorswould

considerahighlypositivemanner.Matović,bycontrast,selectsforhisreading

bookastorythatpresentstheAlbaniansasSerb-hatingandtreacherous,thus

retainingthenegativestereotypestowardsAlbanianstypicalofearlierhistorical

periods.

WhileAlbaniansarelargelyignoredinthehistoricalmaterialofthetext-

books,itisintheseliterarydepictions,andinpreciselythisrupturebetween

literaryandhistoricaltextbookcontent,thatonefindsamoreroundedand

nuancedillustrationofSerbianandYugoslavattitudestowardsthem.These

attitudesoscillatebetweenovertlypositivepraiseandthecompletedenialof

Albanians’traditionalcustomsandmoralvalues.Assuch,theyofferachanceto

eitherescapetheviciouscycleofnegativeperceptionsincurrenttextbooksand

insocietyatlargewhosevaluestheyrepresent,ortheymaypropelusfurther

alongthatpath.
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zadrugeštamparskihradnika,1882).
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VioletaPetroska-Beshka/NikolinaKenig

EthnocentricHistoryTextbooksinaMultiethnicSociety:
TheCaseoftheRepublicofMacedonia

Introduction

Thosewhoadvocatetheintroductionofamulticulturalapproachtohistory

teachingconventionallycriticizehistorycurriculaonthegroundsof,among

otherthings,theircontributiontowardsamonolithicviewofnationalhistory,

whichnurturesethnocentrismintheguiseofpatriotism.Criticsdisapproveof

theirroleinthejustificationandsupportoftheethnicmajority’sdominance

overethnicminorities,manifestedinthelatter’sexclusionfromhistory.1These

criticsfollowasetofsharedEuropeanvalues,whichdecreethathistoryteaching

shouldprovideamodelforresponsiblecitizenship,contributetothedevelop-

mentofcriticalthinkingskills,andtowardspeace,stability,anddemocracy.2

HistoryteachingintheBalkanscorrespondsmorecloselywiththecriticized

curricularmodelanddeviatessubstantiallyfromtheproposedinnovativegoals.

IntheBalkannationshistoricaleventsarecommonlyusedastoolstolegitimize

ethnocentricpolicies.3However,thecurrentpublicandpoliticaldebateonthe

roleofhistoricalexplanationsandthedevelopmentofnationsoffersanop-

portunityforhistoryteachingtoplayanimportantroleinreducingtheinfluence

ofideologyonhistoricalnarratives.4

Textbooksarenotsolelyresponsiblefordevelopinggrandnationalisticnar-

rativesorhostilitytowardsothersineducation.5Yetalthoughonecanarguethat

textbookrevisionwillnotguaranteemorecriticallyorientedandlessethno-

1RobPhillips,ReflectiveTeachingofHistory11–18:MeetingStandardsandApplyingResearch
(2002).
2LuisaBlack,Historyteachingtoday:ApproachesandMethods(2011).
3DubravkaStojanovic,‘HistoryTextbooksandtheCreationofNationalIdentity’,inTeaching
theHistoryofSoutheasternEuropeed.byKoulouri(2001),pp.27–32.
4StuartMacintyreandAnnaClark,TheHistoryWars(2003);JanGermenJanmaat,‘TheEthnic
“Other”inUkrainianHistoryTextbooks’,Compare,37(3)(2007),307–24.
5ChristinaKoulouri,‘TheTyrannyofHistory’,inTeachingtheHistoryofSoutheasternEurope,
ed.byKoulouri(2001),pp.15–25.
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centrichistoryteaching,incountriesliketheRepublicofMacedonia,wherestate

institutionsarecloselyinvolvedincreatingandapprovingteachingcontentand

teachersrelysolelyonthetextbooksasteachingtools,high-qualitytextbooksare

animportantprerequisiteforinnovativehistoryteaching.

Nearlyfifteenyearsagoitwasconcludedthat,generallyspeaking,history

textbooksintheBalkancountriesreproducedaone-sidedethnocentricversion

ofthetruth,anddemonstratedanabsenceofcommonheritageandwiderEu-

ropeanvalues.6Sincethen,theRepublicofMacedoniahasmadesubstantial

progressinpositivelyrecognisingmulticulturalismandmultiethnicityatall

levelsofsociety.Withregardtoeducation,oneofthecrucialstepswastoidentify

multiculturalismasacoregoalinthenationaleducationframework,which

providedabasisforchangesinallteachingcurriculaforthefirsttoninthgrade.7

Withthisinmind,thegoalofthisstudyistoempiricallyexaminewhether

Macedonianhistorytextbooksareutilizedtofacilitatestudents’acceptanceof

themultiethnicandmulticulturalnatureofthecountry,orwhethertheystill

reflectthesameproblematicapproachasearlierexamples.

Acombinationofqualitativethematicanalysisandquantitativeanalysiswas

employedinanexaminationofthecontentsofeighttextbookscurrentlyinuse

forhistoryteachinginprimaryeducation(gradessixthroughnine)intheRe-

publicofMacedonia.8Tworelevantindicatorswereusedasguidelines:the

proportionofpagescoveringspecificcontent,andthemesandpatterns

emergingfromthetextandvisualmaterial.

FailedAttemptstoIntroduceMulticulturalism

Allthetextbooksanalyzedattempttointroduceamulticulturalapproachby(a)

presentingcontentrelatedtothehistoryandcultureofthedistinctethnic

communitieslivingintheRepublicofMacedonia;(b)displayinggraphicma-

terialstypicalofthevariousculturesoftheRepublicofMacedonia;(c)makingit

possibleforMacedonianandAlbanianstudentstolearnabouttheirownhistory

intheformofacontinuoustimeline;and(d)mentioningtemporaryalliances

betweenMacedoniansandAlbaniansandothernationswithwhomtheyhave

sharedacommonenemy.However,anexaminationofthepresentationofhistory

6EmilijaSimoska,‘TheGeneralProblemsintheHistoryTextbooksontheBalkans’,inTeaching
theHistoryofSoutheasternEurope,ed.byKoulouri(2001),pp.97–102.
7BureaufortheDevelopmentofEducation,FrameworkfortheNine-YearPrimarySchool
Education(2007).
8Regardlessoftheyearofpublication,alltextbooksanalyzedwereinusefrom2005atthelatest.
Textbookspublishedbefore2010arecurrentlyinuseinthegradestatedafterthetextbook
title.
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inthesetextbooksandtheirapplicationofthesecategorieswillrevealthatthese

attemptsaremoreformalthansubstantive.

Attheveryoutsetofthesixth-gradehistorytextbook,Macedoniaisexplicitly,

andpositively,describedasamulticulturalcountrywheremembersofvarious

ethniccommunitieslive:‘Allcitizens[Macedonians,Albanians,Turks,Serbs,

Roma,Vlach,andothers]arefreetodeveloptheirculture,customs,andtradi-

tionsintheirmothertongueswithintheinstitutionsofeducation,cultureetc.’.9

Thismightbeconsideredagoodintroductiontomulticulturallife;however,the

presentationofmulticulturalisminMacedoniaisherereducedtotheenjoyment

ofcollectiverightsbythemembersofthevariousethniccommunities.Thesame

canbesaidofthecontentoftheninthgradetextbookswhichdescribeMacedonia

aftertheSecondWorldWarusingasimilardefinitionofmulticulturalism,which

denotesitthefreedomformembersofthevariousethniccommunitiesto

nourishtheirowncultures.Thedominantmessageconveyedtochildrenisthat

Macedoniashouldbecommendedforitspolicyoftolerance,especiallygiven

that‘withthenewConstitutionoftheRepublicofMacedoniatherightsofmi-

noritieswereexpandedfurtherthanprescribedbyinternationalstandards’,or

thatthe‘ConstitutionoftheRepublicofMacedoniaguaranteesgreaterrightsand

freedomstocitizensandequalitytoall’.10

Atthesametime,theimpliedcomparisonbetweenthestatusofminority

groupsintheRepublicofMacedoniaandthatofMacedonianminoritiesin

neighbouringcountriesshouldnotbeignored,sinceitalsoservesthepurposeof

affirmingthetoleranceof‘our’countryasopposedtoothers:

ThedemocraticprocesseswhichstartedinBulgariain1990didnotresultinanychange

inBulgarianpolicywithregardstoMacedonianissues.TheMacedoniannameand

Macedonianlanguagecontinuedtobedeniedandunrecognized,therebycontinuing

thepolicyofdenialofthenation,andtheprojectofassimilation.11

However,onlytheMacedonianChristiansfromMalaPrespaenjoythestatusofan

ethnicminority;theMuslimMacedoniansfromGoloBrdoandGoraaredeniedthis

right.12

Anexaminationofthecontentofthehistorytextbooksrevealstheunder-

standingofmulticulturalismpresentinthemtobesomethingalongthelinesof

‘permissionforthemembersofethnicorculturalminoritiestolearnabouttheir

historyandculture’,wheretheminorityreferredtoistheethnicAlbanian

community.TheAlbanianculturalandhistoricalperspectiveisaccountedforin

descriptionsofhistoricaleventsintheBalkans,andstandsparalleltothepre-

9KostaAdževskietal.,IstorijazaVOddelenie(2009),p.5.
10BlažeRistovskietal.,IstorijazaVIIIOddelenie(2009),p.135.
11V.Velkoskietal.,IstorijazaVIIIOddelenie(2008),p.150.
12BlažeRistovski,etal.,IstorijazaVIIIOddelenie(2009),p.153.
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sentationofMacedonianhistory.Thefollowinglessontitlesmayserveasan

illustration:‘KingdomofAlbania1928–39’(forninthgrade),‘Albaniansatthe

timeoftheYoungTurkRevolution’(foreighthgrade),‘Albaniaintheearly

MiddleAges’(forseventhgrade),and‘IllyrianKingdoms’(forsixthgrade).13

TheresultsofanexaminationofthedivisionofcontentshowninTable1below

pointtotheconclusionthatthetextbooks’focusinaccountsofanygiveneventis

onthehistoryofMacedoniaandMacedonians.Thisisclearfromthefactthat

morethanaquarterofthelessoncontentinthesixthgrade,anduptonearlyhalf

intheninth,isdevotedtothesetopics.Theproportionofcontentcoveringthe

historyofAlbaniaandAlbaniansislower,yetatendencyforthetwosidesto

‘compete’withregardstoworldhistorycanbeobserved.However,beforethis

datacanbetreatedasanindicatorofamulticulturalapproachtotheteachingof

history,weneedtotakeintoaccountthefactthathistorycurriculaprescribe,and

historytextbooksaccordinglyoffer,morecontentthanisexpectedtobecovered

inlessons.Officially,teachersaretrustedtochoosefromallthecontentoffered

whichlessonstoworkonwiththeirstudents.Researchhasshownthatwhen

historyistaughtintheMacedonianlanguage,thecontentrelatedtotheAlbanian

peopleisignored;similarly,whenhistoryistaughtinAlbanian,thecontent

elaboratingonthehistoryoftheMacedonianpeopleisavoidedasmuchas

possible.14Studentsthereforelearnonlythehistoryoftheirownethnicgroup,

althoughthecontentofthehistorybookssuggeststhatamulticulturalapproach

hasbeenprovidedwhichwouldenablethetwolargestethniccommunitiesinthe

countrytolearnabouteachother.

Grade6 Grade7 Grade8 Grade9

Worldhistory 50% 21% 17% 16%

HistoryoftheBalkans 11% 26% 38% 15%

HistoryofAlbania/Albanians 11% 20% 23% 21%

HistoryofMacedonia/Macedonians 28% 33% 32% 48%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100%

Table1:Roughestimationofcontentsrepresentationbasedonnumberofpages

ThehistorytextbooksalsoincludeinformationonthehistoryofSerbsand

Turks;yettheyaredepictedonlyasoccupyingtwomainrolesinrelationtothe

historyofMacedoniansandAlbanians:theroleofenemyorconqueror,orofally

whenopposedwithacommonconqueror.Therearenumerousexamplesofthis

13Inthisanalysis,contentrelatingtotheIllyriansistreatedasbelongingtothehistoryofthe
Albanians,sinceAlbanianhistoriographyclaimsAlbanianstobedirectdescendantsof
Illyrians.

14VioletaPetroska-Beshkaetal.,MulticulturalismandInter-ethnicRelationsinEducation
(2009).
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kind,particularlyinlessonsontheOttomanperiodandonthewarswagedinthe

regionduringtheearlytwentiethcentury.

ThehistoryoftheotherethniccommunitiesintheRepublicofMacedoniais

presentedrathermorerudimentarily.Thus,forexample,whenitcomestothe

historyoftheVlach,theseventhgradetextbookhasonlyatwo-pagelesson

entitled:‘VlachsinMacedoniaintheMiddleAges’.TheRomaarementioned

onlyincidentallyintheroleofvictimsoffascismandasinhabitantsofthe

RepublicofMacedoniawhoenjoytherighttoaculturalidentity.Membersof

otherethniccommunitiesarefoundinthecontextofthehistoryoftheMace-

donianpeople,mainlyasaccomplicestoMacedoniansineffortstodefythe

commonenemy;thus:‘ThelargestgroupintheKingdomofMacedoniawerethe

Macedonians,andapartfromthem,therewerealsoGreeks,Armenians,Vlachs,

Albanians,Serbs,etc..’;and:‘[…]theSkopjeNationalLiberationPartisan

DetachmentwasfoundedinthevicinityofSkopje,andincludedsoldiersof

variousnationalities(Macedonians,Serbs,Turks,Montenegrins,Croats,and

Czechs).’15

SuccessfulMethodsforNurturingEthnocentrism

TheparallelpresentationofMacedonianhistoryalongsideAlbanianhistory,

eachtoldfromitsownnationalperspective,createstheillusionoftwoin-

dependentsetsofhistoricaleventsbeingdiscussed,ratherthanasinglesetwhich

simultaneouslyaffectedallpeopleswhosharedthisgeographicregion.Whenit

comestomostofthethematicunitsdealingwiththehistoryofMacedoniaand

MacedoniansinthewidercontextofthehistoryoftheBalkans,textbooksalso

offercorrespondingtitlesdealingwiththehistoryofAlbaniaandAlbanians,as

pertheguidelineslaiddownbythecurriculum.Thefollowingexamplesillus-

tratethis:‘MacedoniaduringtheYoungTurkRevolution’ismirroredby‘The

AlbaniansduringtheYoungTurkRevolution’(eighthgrade),while‘Macedonia

intheearlyMiddleAges’correspondsto‘AlbaniaintheearlyMiddleAges’

(seventhgrade).

Thisapproachpreventsstudentsfromdevelopinganawarenessofinteraction

betweenpeopleslivinginthesameterritories,andofthecommonsufferings

theyshareregardlessofculturalorethnicidentity.Thisresultsinthedevelop-

mentoffixedpsychologicalboundariesinthemindsofstudents,astheyseparate

entirelytheirownethnicityfromthatofothers.ThenotionthatMacedoniaisa

landbelongingtoethnicMacedoniansgainstraction,andallsignificanthis-

15 MilanBoškoskietal.,IstorijazaVIOddelenie(2009),p.46.;BlažeRistovskietal.,Istorijaza
VIIIOddelenie(2009),p.190.
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toricaleventsarelinkedfirstandforemosttoaconceptionofMacedonian

identity.Equally,theideathatethnicAlbaniansshouldtreatAlbaniaastheir

countryandturntoitfortheirheroesandstoriesinthesearchforcollective

identityisalsofostered.

Anotherimportantcontributingfactortothedevelopmentofanethnocentric

perceptionofhistoryistheideathatethnicidentitiesareimmanentinhu-

mankind,andthattoday’sstatesarerootedintheoriginsofhumanity.Thebest

indicatorofthisisthecontinuoususeoftheconceptofMacedoniawithout

explicitclarificationofwhethertheterritoryorstateismeant.Thisleadsstu-

dentstobelieveintheperpetualexistenceofaterritorycalledMacedonia,which,

bydefinition,islinkedtotheethnicidentityoftheeponymouspeople.Thetitles

ofthethematicunitsorlessonsserveasablatantillustrationofthis,andaddi-

tionalevidencemaybefoundinthepresentationofhistoryasinextricablytiedto

ethnicorstateidentitieseveninthecaseofhistoricperiodsinwhichtherewere

nodifferentiatedethnicidentitiesorstates.Forexample,aspartoftherather

extraordinarytopic‘TheBalkansandMacedoniainprehistory’,theterritory

nowcalledMacedoniaisdescribedasfollows:‘Macedoniacoveredthecentral

partoftheBalkanPeninsula.Downthevalleysofrivers[…]itopeneduptothe

AegeanSea’.16Inthesection‘EventsinMacedoniaintheEleventhCentury’,

studentsarerequiredtofindaconnectionbetweentheeventsdiscussedthere

andthesituationoftheMacedonianpeopleunderByzantinerule;however,the

chapterisillustratedwiththreepicturesdepictingaman,awoman,andagroup

ofpeopledressedintraditionalMacedonianattirethatwasinrealitynotworn

untilseveralcenturieslater.Suchimageswerepresumablyincludedinanat-

tempttoassertthelongevityoftheethnicidentityofMacedonians,byinsertinga

moremodernidentityintoanaccountofearliertimes.17Thefollowingpara-

graphappearsinanothertextbookforthesamegeneration,andisoneofa

numberofsimilarexamples:

WhilesettlinginMacedonia,theSlavswerefacedwiththeterritory’snativeancient

Macedonians.Atthebeginningtheygotalongbadly,butsoonthingsstartedtoim-

prove.TheMacedonianswereChristiansandhadamoreelevatedculture.Gradually

theystartedcooperating.TheSlavsacceptedthename Macedoniafortheirnew

homeland,andstartedcallingthemselvesMacedonians.ThenativeMacedoniansac-

ceptedtheSlaviclanguage,andlateron,theSlavicalphabet.18

Probablythemostimportantfactorfortheconstructionofanethnocentric

identitythroughhistoryteachingistheemotionalmanipulationoftheconcept

ofavictim.Insuchnarratives,victimhoodisregularlyfollowedbyadisplayof

16KostaAdževskietal.,IstorijazaVIOddelenie(2011),p.20.
17NenadNaneskiandBeharMemeti,IstorijazaVIOddelenie(2006),p.54.
18 MilanBoškoskietal.,IstorijazaVIOddelenie(2009),p.32.
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heroism.Consideringthefactthathistorytendstobepresentedasaseriesof

wars,therearemanyopportunitiestodiscussthesufferingofthepopulation,but

emphasisisrarelyplacedonthemessagethatwaratrocitiesresultinmass

suffering.Itisinterestingtonotethatintheexplanationoftheeffectsofwar,the

ethnicityofthevictimsispositionedasadecisivefactorregardingwhowillsuffer

whatkindofconsequences.Furthermore,anadditionalcriterioninchoosing

whichethnicitywillbepresentedashavingsufferedthemostistheperspectiveof

theethniccommunityforwhichthecontentisdesigned,eveniftherewasinfact

nocleardifferentiationalongethniclinesintheperiodunderdiscussion.

Arichvocabularyisusedtodescribethesufferingexperiencedbyvictim

nations.Themostfrequentlyusedwordsinthiscontextdenoteeitherphysicalor

economicsurvivalefforts,psychologicalpressure(e.g.‘terror’,‘torture’,‘suf-

fering’,‘persecution’),ortheendangermentofethnicandculturalidentity(e.g.

‘ethniccleansing’,‘assimilation’,‘denationalization’,‘forcedIslamization’).

Policiesaimingattheintegrationofapopulationwithdifferentreligiousor

culturalcharacteristicsaretreatedasstrategiesintendedtoshatterthenational

identityoftheexistingpopulation.Thefollowingexamplesillustratethispoint:

TheTreatyofBucharestresultedinpolitical,ethnic,andeconomicdifficultiesforthe

Macedonianpeople.ItdestroyedtheterritorialandethnicunityofMacedonia,ini-

tiatingthesystematicexpulsionoftheethnicMacedonianpopulationandcolonization

ofthenon-Macedonianpopulation,inordertochangethetraditionalhistoricalethnic

characterofMacedonia.19

In1919Albaniansstartedanuprisingwhichresultedinevengreaterterrorandviolence

againsttheAlbanianpopulationinKosovo.Theauthoritiesemployedallmeansto

destroytheAlbaniannationalmovement.20

Ethnocentrismisalsofosteredthroughthepresentationofpasteventsand

heroesasafoundationfortheconstructionofthemodernethnicidentityof

MacedoniansorAlbanians.Thecharacteristicsoftheethnicgroupconcerned,

andtheeventsassociatedwithit,areshowninapositivelightandappearas

unique.Typicalexamplesofthiscanbeseeninthefollowingquotations:

Macedoniansintheancientperiodhadtheirownseparatelanguagewhichtheyusedto

expresstheirfeelings,thoughts,wishesandaspirations,worldviewsandsoon.[…]The

AncientMacedonians,unlikeotherneighbouringnations,hadtheirowndistinctre-

ligion.Theybelievedinmanysupernaturalforces.21

AfterthesuccessfulraidonPersia,AlexanderIIIofMacedoniaconceivedofasingle

worldstategovernedbyequality,tolerance,andthecoexistenceofpeoples.22

19BlažeRistovskietal.,IstorijazaVIIOddelenie(2009),p.131.
20BlažeRistovskietal.,IstorijazaVIIIOddelenie(2009),p.139.
21BorčeMirevskiandTodorTodorovski,IstorijazaVOddelenie(2005),p.89.
22Ibid.,p.88.
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[Skanderbeg]wasnotonlyagreatstatesmanandaskilfulgeneral,butalsoagood

diplomat.HeconnectedAlbaniawithotherEuropeancountriesandtheAlbaniananti-

Ottomanstrugglewiththestrugglesofotherpeoples.23

Particularlyindicativeofanethnocentricapproachisacertainselectivevo-

cabulary.Throughtheselectionofwords,thesameactivities,whenundertaken

by‘ourown’people,areassignedapositiveconnotation,whilewhenundertaken

byOthershaveanegativeundertone.Thisisachievedmainlythroughtheuseof

differentterminology,Thus,forexample,‘our’people‘expandtheirterritories’,

‘contributetowardsculturalunification’,‘win’,‘surrenderinordertoavoid

additionalsuffering’,‘areslylydefeated’,etc.,whileOthers‘conquer’,‘vanquish’,

‘subjugate’,‘terrorize’,‘denationalize’,‘colonize’,‘assimilate’,etc.TheSlavs

‘settle’intheBalkans,whiletheOttomans‘conquer’them;Christianizationtakes

placewithoutcoercion,whileIslamizationisforceful.Thefollowingexamples

canservetoillustratethistendencyasitappearsintheintroductiontoAlexander

theGreat:

[AlexanderofMacedonia]wasespeciallyfriendlytoalltherulershedefeatedorthose

whosurrenderedtohim.Buthewascrueltothosewhodidnotrecognizehispowerand

artofleadership,aswellastotraitorsandthedisobedient.Hehadaspecialrelationship

withothernationsandcultures.24

AlexanderIIIofMacedonialiberatedWestandCentralAsiaMinorinitsentirety.25

Anethnocentricidentityisalsopromotedthroughthecontinuouscastingof

neighbouringcountriesornationsintheroleofenemieswithterritorialpre-

tensionstowardsMacedoniaseekingtodenytheMacedoniannationalidentity.

Inthiscontext,thecurrentpoliticalclimateisrelevantasitresults,deliberatelyor

not,intheassignmentoftheroleofenemyorallytocertainneighbouring

countries.ConsequentlytextbookcontentinwhichGreecetakesontheroleof

aggressorinanycapacityiscurrentlydominant,asopposedtopreviousdis-

courses,suchasontheOttomanperiod,inwhichthisrolewenttotheTurks:

ForeachMacedonianwordutteredinpublicorevenwithinthenarrowcircleofthe

family,severepenaltieswerestipulatedbylaw(fines,forcibledrinkingofcastoroil,

beatings,etc.).Atthesametime,allMacedonianswereforcedtoattendnightschooland

learnGreek.InordertoforcetheMacedonianpopulationtousetheGreeklanguage

withinthefamily,theGreekpoliceeavesdroppedonMacedoniansinvillagesatnight

andimmediatelytookthestipulatedlegalmeasures.26

23 MilanBoškoskietal.,IstorijazaVIOddelenie(2009),p.111.
24BorčeMirevskiandTodorTodorovski,IstorijazaVOddelenie(2005),p.87.
25Ibid.,p.82.
26BlažeRistovskietal.,IstorijazaVIIIOddelenie(2009),p.101.
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TheBulgariansarealsodiscussedindetail,andaccusedofhavingassimilatedthe

Macedonianpopulationthroughouthistory.Thistypeofnarrativeisparticularly

strikinginthechapteronthesituationofethnicMacedoniansinneighbouring

countries.WhiletheSerbsandAlbaniansdonotescapesuchaccusationsen-

tirely,theyarenotsofrequentlymentionedinaspecificallynegativecontext.

ConcludingRemarks

Thisanalysisshowsthatthepotentialofhistorytextbookstodevelopstudents’

abilitytoliveindependentlywithinamultiethnicsociety,aswellastoequipthem

withthebasiccriticalthinkingskillsneededtorecognizecontemporarythreats,

isnotyetfullyrealized.FindingsfrompreviousresearchontextbooksinSouth-

EasternEuropeancountries(e.g.thewidespreadtendencytoportrayone’sown

peopleasvictims,theconceptofaperpetualnationalterritorypresentedwiththe

currentstateasapointofreference,theomissionoftheOther)27arealsoap-

plicabletocurrenthistorytextbooksinMacedonia.

How,then,shouldhistorytextbooksbechangedinordertoovercometheir

prevailingethnocentrism?Thesolutiontotheparallelpresentationofthehis-

toriesofthecountry’slargestethnicgroupscanbefoundintheproposalofa

consensusmodel;thisisbasedonacompromisebetweendifferentoreven

conflictingperspectivesthroughanemphasisonsharedaspectsratherthan

differences.28Historytextbooksshouldhighlightmutualinfluencesamong

differentidentitygroupsinthecountryandopenupaspacefortheintroduction

ofmultiperspectivity,bymakingcontentmorediverseandexposingstudentsto

conflictingnarrativesofhistoricalevents.29Thisisnotonlybecausea‘one-sided

history–thenationalistichistory–isamanipulation’.30Idealuseofthemulti-

perspectivalapproachwouldalsoprovideanopportunityforstudentstodevelop

theiranalyticalskillsbyenablingthemtolookatvariousconcepts,issues,

themes,andproblemsfromeachother’sculturalperspectives.31Thisapproach

correspondstowhatBanksdescribesasalevelofsocialaction,sincestudents

27ChristinaKoulouri,‘TheTyrannyofHistory’,inTeachingtheHistoryofSoutheasternEurope,
ed.byKoulouri(2001),pp.15–25.

28FalkPingel,UNESCOGuidebookonTextbookResearchandTextbookRevision,2ndedn
(2010).

29RobertStradling,MultiperspectivityinHistoryTeaching:AGuideforTeachers(Germany:
CouncilofEurope,2003).

30VenkafR.Palati,AllaboutHistoryTeaching(Solapur:LaxmiBookPublication,2014),p.33.
31Asmentionedin:ParliamentaryAssemblyoftheCouncilofEurope,Recommendation1880:
HistoryTeachinginConflictandPost-conflictAreas(adopted26June2009)<http://assem
bly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=17765&lang=en>(accessed26Sep-
tember2016).
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wouldbetaughttovieweventscritically,empathizewiththeperspectiveofthe

Other,andmakedecisionsasresponsiblecitizens.32Sincetextbooksserveas

exclusiveteachingresourcesinMacedonia,itiscruciallyimportantthatagen-

uinelymulticulturalapproachisintroducedtohistorytextbooksthere.Thiswill

enablestudentstounderstandhistoricalconcepts,questions,andeventsthrough

theperspectivesofallethnicgroupsconcerned,asothersocialgroupswillbe

presentedasactiveparticipantsinasharedculture,history,andtradition.
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IrenaStefoska

ConstructingtheImageofthe‘ThreateningNeighbour’in
MacedonianHistoryTextbooks

Historytextbooks,likealleducationalmediainsubjectsinspiringasenseof

identityandbelonging,reflectwhatasocietywishestoretainofitspast,andwhat

itsambitionsareforthefuture.Theyoftenformanintersectionbetweensuch

divergentfactorsaspedagogictraditions,academichistoriography,stateedu-

cationalpolicies,nationalideologies,andsocialconstructionsofreality.Inthis

sense,textbookscanhelptoidentifythevaluesbeingfosteredinagivensociety.1

Asisthecaseinmanyothercountries,inMacedoniahistoryistaughtasa

distinctsubjectinprimaryandsecondaryschools.TheBureauofEducation

Developmentisresponsibleforthedevelopmentofhistorycurricula,andau-

thorsofhistorytextbooksareobligedtocomplywiththenationalcurricula.

Accordingtoofficiallyestablishedcriteria,atleastoneoftheauthorsshouldbe

anethnicAlbanian,oramemberoftheethnicTurkishcommunity.Atextbook

commissionconsistingofhistoriansandministryofficialsselectstextbooksfor

eachagegroupfromthearrayoftextbookssubmittedinresponsetoanopencall

bytheMinistryofEducation;finally,theMinisterofEducationconfirmsand

approvestheuseofselectedtextbooks.

Theconstitutionalchangesmadein2001ledtotheimplementationofanew

historycurriculuminthe2005–2006academicyear.2Thegoalofthenewcur-

1ChristinaKoulouri,‘Introduction:TheTyrannyofHistory’,inTeachingtheHistoryofSou-
theasternEurope,ed.byChristinaKoulouri(Thessaloniki:CentreforDemocracyandRe-
conciliationinSoutheastEurope,2001),pp.15–25;DubravkaStojanović,‘HistoryTextbooks
andCreationofNationalIdentity’,inTeachingtheHistoryofSoutheasternEurope,ed.by
Koulouri(2001),pp.27–32;NiyaziKizilyurek,‘HistoryTextbooksandNationalism’,inTea-
chingtheHistoryofSoutheasternEurope,ed.byKoulouri(2001),pp.69–73(p.72);Falk
Pingel,UNESCOGuidebookonTextbookResearchandTextbookRevision,2ndedn<http://
unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0011/001171/117188e.pdf> (accessed15September2016);
WolfgangHöpken,TextbooksandConflicts.ExperiencesfromtheWorkoftheGeorgEckert
InstituteforInternationalTextbookResearch(2001)<http://siteresources.worldbank.org/
EDUCATION/Resources/278200-1121703274255/1439264-1126807073059/World_Bank.pdf>
(accessed29September2016).
2AftertheindependenceofMacedoniain1991,historytextbookswerechangedontwooc-
casions;thiswasthethirdedition.
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riculum,developedbyanethnicallymixedworkinggroupappointedbythe

BureauofEducationDevelopment(consistingoffiveethnicMacedonians,four

ethnicAlbaniansandonememberoftheTurkishcommunity),wastoinclude

andrepresentvariousethniccommunitiesinhistorytextbooks.3Theirinclusion

inthehistorycurriculumhas,however,beenachievedattheexpenseofEuropean

andworldhistorylessons.

Nationalcurriculaforhistoryteachingarecentredonpoliticalandcultural

history,thelatterbeingunderstoodinthetraditionalmanner,i.e.,asthehistory

ofarchitectureandthearts.Thepositivisticconceptofhistoricismthatisbased

onthedevelopmentandtransferofpoliticalpowerandtheconstructionofthe

‘nation’withitslinkstotheworldremainsthedominantstructuringprincipleof

historycurricula.

Macedonianhistorytextbooksaredevelopedaroundcertaincoregeo-

graphicalandchronologicaltopicswhichfollowadeductiveprinciple:world

andEuropeanhistory,Balkanhistory,andMacedonianhistory.Whiledistinct

chaptersaredevotedtolessonsonMacedonianethno-nationalhistory,lessons

relatingtoAlbanianethno-nationalhistoryareincorporatedinthechapterson

Balkanhistory.ItshouldbenotedthatthehistoryofethnicAlbanianstaughtto

studentsinMacedoniafitsintothesharedAlbanianethno-nationalnarrative

foundthroughouttheBalkans.

Comparedwithpreviouseditions,thelatestgenerationoftextbooks,pub-

lishedinthe2005–2006academicyear,showsamoremodernapproach.Al-

thoughthenarrationisprimarilyfocusedonwars,treaties,andtheactionsof

politicians(especiallyinancienthistorylessons),additionalinformationonthe

economy,sociallife,andcultureisnowfeatured.Someefforthasbeenmadeto

provideabasicunderstandingofdemocraticvalues,aswellasofthesocio-

politicalandeconomicprocessesoftwentieth-centuryhistory.

ThechaptersonBalkanhistoryincludematerialonthehistoryofneigh-

bouringcountries(Albania,Greece,Serbia,andBulgaria),whicharepresented

inareasonablypositivelight,whilethehistoryofallotherBalkancountries,(e.g.

Croatia,BosniaandHerzegovina,Romania,etc.)isalmostcompletelyabsent.

TheintentionappearstobethattheMacedonian‘neighbourhood’shouldrep-

resenttheentireBalkansanditshistory.

Theaimofthischapteris,therefore,todiscussseveralexamplesfromhistory

textbooksfortheuppergradesofprimaryschool(theseventhandeighth

3Formoreinformationonthecommission,itscompositionandthedilemmasrelatedtohistory
curriculadevelopmentforprimaryandsecondaryeducation,see:RobertPichler,‘Historio-
graphyandPoliticsofEducationintheRepublicofMacedonia’in‘Transition’andthePolitics
ofHistoryEducationinSoutheastEurope,ed.byAugustaDimou(Göttingen:V&Runipress,
2009)pp.217–250.Theinterviewswithcommissionmembersandministryofficialsare
particularlyinteresting:seepp.230–233.
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grades),4andtoprovideanoverviewofthemannerinwhichimagesofthe

‘threateningneighbour’areconstructed.

Itisimmediatelystrikingthatwhenneighbouringcountriesareaddressedin

theirownchaptersandlessons(i.e.inthelessonsontheBalkanpeoples),the

textsrefrainfromusingnegativeimageryorvocabulary,whenquitetheopposite

istrueofthechaptersandlessonsrelatingtoeventsinMacedonianorAlbanian

ethno-nationalhistory.Inthelattercontexts,imagesoftheneighbouroftenbear

negativeconnotations,creatingasubtlerepresentationofa‘threateningOther’.

Itisworthstressingthat,regardlessoftheveracityofthedescriptionsofhis-

toricalevents,anarrativecanstillconveystereotypicalandanachronistic

messages.Avalidhistoricalclaimcanbechargedwithadditionalandsometimes

contradictorymeaningsthroughthestyleorchoiceoflanguageused,orthe

frequencywithwhichcertainwordsarerepeated.

Macedonia’smodern-dayneighboursareoftendepictedas(historical)ene-

mieswithpermanentambitionsregardingMacedonia.Agoodillustrationofthis

isalocalvariantofaratheruniversalexample:‘thelocationandnaturalre-

sourcesof MacedoniahavealwaysbeenattractivetoSerbia,Bulgaria,and

Greece.EachhastriedtoconquerMacedonia,butnonehasbeencapableof

doingitalone’.5Inasimilarcontext,lessonsdealingwiththe‘armedpropaganda’

ofneighbouringcountriesattheturnofthetwentiethcenturyattimesover-

emphasizenegativeimagesbyrepeatingwordswiththreateningconnotations,

suchas‘terror’,‘violence’,‘robbery’,‘evil’,etc.6

Alternatively,sometextbooksadoptaselectiveapproachwherebyahistorical

eventisreadonlyinrelationtoone’sownethno-centricperspective.Thusa

sectionpurportingtocoverthe‘ConstantinopleConference’duringtheso-

calledEasternCrisisandaroundthetimeoftheAlbanianQuestiondoesnot

containanyinformationwhatsoeverabouttheeventitself–theConference–but

ratheremphasizestheterritorialexpansionofSerbiaattheexpenseofwhatis

perceivedtobeAlbanianethniclands,andwhichatthattimewasinfactOtto-

manterritory.7

Anexampleoftherevivalofoldthreatsandanimositiesistherepresentation

oftheBucharestTreatyof1913,whichsanctionedthepartitionofthegeographic

(Ottoman)MacedoniaamongSerbia,Bulgaria,andGreece.Thiseventisoneof

themostcontroversialhistoricaltopicsintheRepublicofMacedonia.Itstreat-

4BlažeRistovskietal.,IstorijazaVIIOddelenie(Skopje:Albi,2009);VioletaAchkoskaetal.,
IstorijazaVIIOddelenie(Skopje:Tabernakul,2005);BlažeRistovskietal.,IstorijazaVIII
Oddelenie(Skopje:Albi,2009);VladoVelkovskietal.,IstorijazaVIIIOddelenie(Skopje:
ProsvetnoDelo,2008).
5Achkoskaetal.,IstorijazaVIIOddelenie(2005),p.114.
6Ristovskietal.,IstorijazaVIIOddelenie(2009),p.125.
7Achkoskaetal.,IstorijazaVIIOddelenie(2005),p.52.
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mentoftenappearsasbeingtiedtoacycleofeternalcollectivetraumaand

victimization.Thefollowingextract,withitsdramaticwordinganduseofthe

historicalpresent,illustrateshownarrationcanperpetuateaninheritedsuffer-

ing,keepingitaliveinthecollectivememoryofthe‘nationalSelf’:

ThePeaceTreatyofBucharesthadsignificantpolitical,ethnic,andeconomiccon-

sequencesfortheMacedonianpeople,amongstwhichwerethedestructionofthe

territorialandethnicunityofMacedonia,aprocessofethnicexileoftheMacedonian

population,andcolonizationbyanon-Macedonianpopulationwiththeaimofaltering

thetraditionalhistoricalcharacterofMacedonia.8

ThesufferingandvictimizationexperiencedbytheMacedonianpeopleafterthe

Bucharesttreatyin1913isalsodescribedinthefollowingsentences:‘Theperiod

betweenthetwoWorldWarsleftaverydeepimpressionandhadgreatcon-

sequencesfor Macedonia.Macedonianpeopleeverywherehadbeenfacing

economic,political,social,andnationalproblems’.Whileitisnotclearatfirst

glancetowhat‘everywhere’refersinthiscontext,clarificationcomeswiththe

nextsentence:‘TheappetitesoftheneighbouringBalkanbourgeoisieweredi-

rectedtowardstheoccupationandexploitationof Macedonia’.9Thelatent

meaningoftheumbrellatermeverywherecanbeclarifiedbyreferenceto

ideology.Itisinheritedfromthesocialistperiod,asistheterm‘theneighbouring

Balkanbourgeoisie’.AsthelastOttomanprovince,Macedoniahasundoubtedly

undergonevarioustransformationswithfar-reachingsocial,political,and

economicconsequencessincetheBalkanWars.Thisdoesnot,however,affect

onlytheethnicMacedonianpopulation.Theotherinhabitantsofpost-Ottoman

Macedoniaaresimplyforgotteninthenarrativeofthistextbook,asistheir

eventualsufferingorexile.

Inthesamemanner,thenarrativedepictsthedesperatesituationofMace-

donianswhofoundthemselveswithinnewpoliticalandstateborders.Forin-

stance, MacedonianpeopleintheKingdomofSerbs,Croats,andSlovenes

‘sufferedinjusticesandhadimposeduponthemaprojectofgreatSerbianna-

tionalassimilation’.10ThesituationwasevenworseinnorthernGreecebecause

‘everyMacedonian,regardlessofage,wasforcedtogotoschoolandtolearn

Greek.MacedonianswereforcedtospeakGreekevenintheirhomes,surrounded

andwatchedbysecretpolice’.11Theimageofthe‘threateningneighbour’is

constructedbythelogicofsimplebinaryopposition,creatingdichotomiesbe-

tweenpeoplesintheformatwe/‘good’versusthey/‘bad’.Sincethepeoplesfea-

turedinsuchoppositionsarebydefaultdelineatedwithreferencetonationality,

8Ristovskietal.,IstorijazaVIIOddelenie(2009),p.131.
9Velkovskietal.,IstorijazaVIIIOddelenie(2008),p.51.
10Ibid.,p.33.
11Ibid.,p.110.
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thisapproachhindersstudentswhendifferentiatingbetweengovernmentsand

peoples,orbetweendifferentgroupsandindividualswithinthesamenation.

Giventhebinaryoutlookofthenarrationonthe‘neighbour’,onecouldraisethe

followingquestions:wouldstudentsinthecountrybewillingtocooperateor

formallianceswiththese‘bad’peoples(Greeks,Serbs,Bulgarians)?Wouldthey

beopentotheinfluenceofmembersofthese‘bad’communitieswhoarefighting

againstnegativestereotypesandoldandnewprejudices,anddefendingdem-

ocraticvaluesintheirowncountriestoday?

Itisalsoworthmentioningthatthepersistenceoftheimagesmentioned

abovecouldalsobeattributedtothecontinuousconflictregardingtheidentity

markersoftheMacedonianethno-nation.Greecedoesnotrecognizethecoun-

try’sname,SerbiarejectstheindependenceofitsnationalchurchandBulgaria

doesnotaccepttheexistenceofaMacedoniannationandlanguage.Thenaming

issueisthemostwidely-knowndispute.Athensrefusestoacceptthename

‘Macedonia’,claimingthatitbelongsexclusivelytoGreekhistoryandheritage.

GreecehasusedthisassertiontosystematicallyblockMacedonia’sentryintothe

EUandNATO,askingthatthecountrychangeitsnamebeforeenteringinto

negotiations.Bulgaria,ontheotherhand,wasthefirstcountrytorecognize

Macedonia’sindependence,yetitstillrefusestoaccepttheexistenceofaMac-

edoniannationandlanguage.AlthoughSerbiarecognizesMacedoniaunderits

constitutionalname,theSerbianOrthodoxChurchdoesnotacceptthein-

dependenceoftheMacedonianOrthodoxChurch,proclaimedin1967.

Similarexpressionsofterritoriallossandhistoricalinjusticeatthehandsof

aneternalaggressorcanbefoundintheAlbaniannarratives.There,particular

emphasisisgiventotheBerlinCongressof1878:‘Accordingtoitsdecisions,the

OttomanempirewasforcedtoreturntoSerbiaandMontenegrosomeofits

Balkanterritories,inhabitedbyanAlbanianpopulation’.12Moreover,Serbsare

depictedaspermanentAlbanianenemiesfromtheMiddleAgesonwards.The

textstatesthatduringthetimeoftheKingStephenDušaninthefourteenth

century,

theSerbianstateimplementedtheSerbianadministrationeverywhere.Albanianfeudal

lordswerereplacedbySerbianfeudallords.SeveralmonasterieswerebuiltinKosovo

[…]TheCatholicChurchwasreplacedbytheSerbianOrthodoxChurch.Foranyone

disobeying,rigorousmeasuresweretaken:seizureofproperty,expulsion,looting,and

deathsentences.HowevertheAlbanianpopulationretaineditstraditionsanddidnot

succumbtotheassimilationprocess.13

Aninterestingtextualsolution,wherebytheparallelethno-centricviewsonthe

‘threateningOther’arebroughttogether,isfoundinsometextbooks.Thisisa

12Ristovskietal.,IstorijazaVIIOddelenie(2009),p.62.
13NenadNaneskiandBeharMehmeti,IstorijazaVIOddelenie(Skopje:Zvezda,2006),p.74.
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compromiseinthespiritofthe2001OhridFrameworkAgreement.Wethusread:

‘Intheiralliedagreement,theBalkanalliesSerbia,Montenegro,andGreece

intendedtocaptureallregionswithMacedonianandAlbanianpopulationsand

todividethemamongeachother.’14

Conclusion

DespitetheattemptsofMacedoniantextbookstoamelioratetheimageofthe

country’sneighboursthroughrecentreforms,animplicitnegative‘threatening’

imagepersistsinthem.Thisimageispredominantlyconveyedinthetextand

manifestsitselfinfourmainways:(1)theparticularwordingusedtonarratean

event;(2)thefrequencywithwhichrelevant(negative)wordsorexpressions

appearinatextualsequence;(3)theselectionoftopics,ortheaspectsaccen-

tuatedintheelaborationonagivenhistoricalevent;and(4)theuseofthe

historicalpresent(tense)tocreateasenseofdramaaroundhistoricalevents.

Furtherworkontheseaspectscanbringaboutthechangestohistorytextbooks

requiredforacriticallyorientedhistoryteaching.Thesetextbooksarenotfilled

withexclusivelynegativeimagesoftheneighbour.Onthecontrary,onecanalso

findexamplesofcooperationbetweenneighbouringcommunitiesduringim-

portanthistoricalevents,suchascertainanti-Ottomanuprisingsinthesecond

halfofthenineteenthcentury.However,myintentionherehasbeentopointout

sectionsinthetextbookswhichrequirefurtherscholarlyattentionandrevision

inordertoimproveinterculturalandciviceducation,anundertakingofgreat

importanceforthefutureofMacedonia.
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PetarTodorov

RepresentationsofEthnicAlbaniansinMacedonianHistory
Textbooksfrom1970untilthePresentDay

Introduction

Accordingtorecentsurveys,themostseriousproblemscitizensoftheRepublic

ofMacedoniaperceivethemselvestobefacingareunemploymentandthestateof

theeconomy.Interethnicrelations,particularlybetweenethnicMacedonians

andethnicAlbanians,appearatthebottomofthislistofconcerns.1However,the

stateofinterethnicrelationsremainshighlycontestedintheRepublicofMac-

edoniaduetothefocusplacedonitbythepoliticalandintellectualelitesandthe

media. Manyreportsontheprogressofthecountryregularlyincorporate

complexissuesofinterethnicrelationsandtheirinfluenceonthefuturedevel-

opmentofthecountry.2EachincidentbetweenethnicMacedoniansandAlba-

niansattractssignificantattentioninthemediaandamongthepoliticalelites,

whilescholars,politiciansandforeignobserversdebatethefactorsthatshape

interethnicrelationships.Thelatterfeedintotherhetoricofthepoliticales-

tablishmentandbecomeapoliticaltoolatthedisposaloftherulingclass.This

establishmentseekssolutionstoproblemsintheeconomy,allthewhilelooking

tosecureitsownpoliticallegitimacy.3Educationingeneral,andhistoryedu-

cationinparticular,isviewedasadecisiveelementinthisprocessoflegiti-

mization,giventheimportantroleitplaysinthecreationanddiffusionofa

particularsetofvalues.Thusthecomplexitiesofinterethnicrelationscometo

theforeintheclassroom;theissuesoftodaytranscendtheirperiodizationand

1AccordingtosurveyscarriedoutbytheEuropeanCommission(inMay2015)andtheIn-
ternationalRepublicanInstitute(inJune2015),themostseriousprobleminMacedoniatoday,
asperceivedbyitspopulation,isthestateoftheeconomy,especiallyunemployment.Political
stabilitycomessecond,whilelessseriousproblemsincludethesecuritycrisisandinter-ethnic
relations.InternationalRepublicanInstitute,MacedoniansConcernedAboutEconomy,Poli-
ticalStability;SupportforRepresentativeDemocracy,Euro-AtlanticIntegrationsRemain
Strong(June2015);EuropeanCommission,Eurobarometer(May2015).
2See,forexample,EuropeanCommission,TheFormerYugoslavRepublicofMacedoniaPro-
gressReport(October2014).
3See,forexample,Koneska,AfterEthnicConflict(2014).
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seepintochildren’sperceptionsofthepast,while,reciprocally,pastanimosities

arere-examinedandcometoinfluencethetreatmentofcurrentproblems.

Suchperceptionsofthepastlieattheheartoftherelationshipbetweenethnic

MacedoniansandethnicAlbanians,evenoutsideofhistoryteaching.The

Macedonianencyclopaediapublishedin2009bytheMacedonianAcademyof

SciencesandArtsrepresentsaclearexampleofthewayinwhichthetwoethnic

groupsperceivethemselvesandeachother,andtheirrespectivepastsandpo-

sitionswithinsociety;itisanexamplethatmirrorsthepoliticalsituationinthe

country.Althoughtheencyclopaediawasimmediatelyretractedfromsale,its

publicationwasmetwithardentdebatebetweenMacedonianandAlbanian

intellectuals,withhistoriansattheforefront.Opposingsetsofhistoricalna-

tionalisticmythswerepresentedregardingtheoriginandthehistoricroleof

theirrespectivegroups.Thedebatebecamesoheatedthatmembersofthein-

ternationalcommunityintervenedinordertocalmthesituation.4Thissymbolic

episodeleftitsmarkoninterethnicrelationsinthecountry,andthusthe

country’spoliticalstability.Itisanillustrationoftheconnectionbetweenper-

ceptionsofthepastandtoday’ssociety.

Iexpandonthisconnectioninthecontextoftextbooksandhowtheyrelateto

societyinmyanalysisoftheimagesofethnicAlbaniansinMacedonianhistory

textbooksforprimaryschool(fifthorsixthgrade,totheeighthorninthgrade5),

publishedbetween1972andthepresentday.Asampleof20textbookswas

selectedforthesurvey.Thischapterconsiderstheroleofhistoryteachinginthe

promotionofdemocraticvaluesandtoleranceinMacedoniansocietyandinthe

critiqueorreinforcementofstereotypesaspotentialsourcesofconflict,aswellas

thedegreetowhichtextbooksreflectthepoliticalsituation,orviceversa.

Aquantitativestrategywillbeemployedfirstofalltodeterminetheamountof

spacedevotedtotheAlbaniannarrativeandhistoryinthetextbooks.Secondly,

andmoreimportantly,comesaqualitativeexaminationofhowtheimageof‘us’

(ethnicMacedonians)versustheOther(ethnicAlbanians)isshapedinrepre-

sentationsofancienttimestothepresentday.Theconstructionofan‘us’versus

‘them’dichotomyisessentialtothecreationofethnocentricandnationalistic

narratives.HeretheimageoftheOtherplaysanimportantroleintheformation

ofapupil’ssenseofgroup/nationalidentity.InMacedonianhistorytextbooks

publishedsincethe1970s,ethnicMacedonianshavealwaysbeenrepresentedas

victimsoftheirneighbours’aggressivepolitics.Inthetextbookspublishedbe-

tween1970and2004,themajorityofreferencestoothernationsandethnic

4Forthereactionfromsocietyandtheforeignstaterepresentatives,seeforexampleDeutsche
Welle,‘Baranjazapovlekuvanjenamakedonskataenciklopedija’(22September2009).
5ThelastreformsofprimaryeducationintheRepublicofMacedoniareplacedasystemofeight
yearsofprimaryschoolingwithoneofnineyears.
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groupsintheBalkansaretotheTurks/Ottomans,BulgariansandGreeks,with

fewerreferencestoSerbsandAlbanians,whodidnotbelongtothismaingroup

of‘enemies’.IntermsofdefiningtheMacedonianidentity(theidentityofethnic

Macedonians)inthecontextofthenation-buildingprocessasitrelatestoper-

ceptionsofneighbouringcountries,analysesoftheimageofTurks/Ottomans,

Greeks,andespeciallyBulgariansseemmoreimportantthanthoseofSerbsand

Albanians.Butfromthepointofviewofinterethnicrelationswithinthecountry,

ananalysisoftheimageofAlbaniansismorerelevant.Therepresentationof

ethnicAlbaniansiscrucialtothestabilityofinternalpoliticsandtotheim-

provementofinterethnicrelations.6AndalthoughAlbaniansarenotdepictedas

themain‘enemy’,theirrepresentationisnonethelesscontentious.Irecordin-

stancesinwhichthetextbooks’narrativeexplicitlyorimplicitlycreatesnegative

imageryinconnectionwithethnicAlbanians.

Followinganinitialexaminationofthetextbooks,itwaspossibletodivide

themintothreemajorperiods.ThefirstistheYugoslavperiod,fromthe1970s

until1990.Thisisfollowedbythepost-Yugoslavperiod,from1991until2004

(whenthefirsttextbookswerepublishedinanindependentMacedonia).Thelast

periodwillbereferredtoasthepost-conflictperiod,spanningfrom2004tothe

presentdayandalsoreflectingontheresolutionofthe2001conflict,andsub-

sequenttextbookrevision(from2002to2004).

SpaceDevotedtoAlbanianHistoriesandtheContextsinwhichthey
Appear

DuringtheYugoslavperiod,thehistoryofMacedoniaandtheMacedonian

peopleisnarratedwithintheYugoslavandsocialistcontext.Thestrugglefor

nationalliberationandindependentstatehoodispresentedaspartofajoint

struggleoftheYugoslavpeoples,whichultimatelyledtothefoundationofso-

cialistYugoslavia.Thereforetwonationalnarrativesco-existinparallel:the

YugoslavandMacedoniannarratives,whichareconsistentwithoneanother.The

historyofAlbaniaandtheAlbanianpeopleispresentedaspartofthebroader

Yugoslavnarrative.ThusthestruggleoftheAlbanian medievalnobleman

SkanderbegagainsttheOttomansispresentedinthesection‘TheFallofour

PeopleunderOttomanRule’.CertainepisodesfromAlbanianhistoryarein-

cludedintheMacedoniannationalnarrative.Forexample,thesection‘Uprisings

inMacedonia’includestheLeagueofPrizren.Theonlycaseinwhichthehistory

ofAlbaniaanditspeopleisdepictedinadistinctsectionisthestoryof‘The

6Accordingtothelastcensus(in2002),onequarterofthepopulationinthecountryidentifyas
ethnicAlbanian,andtwothirdsasethnicMacedonian.
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NationalLiberationStruggleoftheAlbanianPeople’,whichoccupiesjustthree

pages.

Thefirstpost-YugoslavMacedoniantextbookspublishedafter1992devote

morespacetoadistinctlyMacedonianhistoricalnarrative,separatefromYu-

goslavhistory,althoughtheterritoryoftheRepublicofMacedoniawaspartof

Yugoslaviafrom1918until1991.InthesebookstheYugoslavdimensionis

subsumedundertheBalkandimension.Albanianhistoryisalsodepictedinthe

Balkancontext,andtheproportionofpagesonAlbanianhistoryincreases

comparedtopre-1990stextbooks:uptofivepercentfromonepercentpre-

viously.

Thecurriculareformimplementedin2004didnotfundamentallyaffectthe

conceptualizationoftextbooks.ThehistoryofAlbaniaandtheAlbanianpeople

isstillnarratedwithintheBalkancontext,butmorespaceisdedicatedtoit

overall(upfrom15percentattheendofthepost-Yugoslavperiodto25percent

onaverage);thischangesfromtextbooktotextbookandfromschoolyearto

schoolyear.Theincreaseinspacewasachievedbyreducingsectionsonworld

historyandotherBalkannations.

Fromthedatapresentedinthisgraphwecanseethatthespacededicatedtothe

historyofAlbaniaandtheAlbanianpeoplehasincreased.Howeverthedevotion

ofmorespacetothishistorydoesnotnecessarilyguaranteeanyimprovementin

thewayinwhichitispresented.Onthecontrary,usingqualitativeanalysisIwill

showthattheincreaseincontenthasalsoresultedinanincreaseinnegative

representationsofAlbanians.

Figure1:ProportionofspacededicatedtothehistoryofAlbaniaandtheAlbanianpeopleinthe
textbooksaccordingtoyearofpublicationandgrade(percent)

PetarTodorov

© 2017, V&R unipress GmbH, Göttingen 
ISBN Print: 9783847108115 – ISBN E-Lib: 9783737008112

260

Open-Access-Publikation im Sinne der CC-Lizenz BY 4.0

http://www.v-r.de/de


ThemajorityofreferencestoAlbaniansorAlbaniaappearinrelationtothe

MiddleAges,theOttomanperiod,andthetwentiethcentury.Mostoften,Albania

andtheAlbanianpeoplearenarratedthroughtheirpoliticalandmilitaryhistory,

thatis,bymeansofanaccountofthewarsandrevolutionsthataimedatnational

liberation,especiallytheirstruggleagainsttheir‘occupiers’.Inthepost-Yugoslav

periodthefocusremainsthesame.Onlyinthefirstpost-conflicttextbooksis

morespaceassignedtoculturalhistory.Howeverthisonlycovers‘highculture’;

culturalhistoryisalwayspresentedasbeingthatoftheelite,andisdepictedonly

throughanationalprism.

TheImageofAlbaniansintheYugoslavPeriod

DuringtheYugoslavperiodthestateideologyofBrotherhoodandUnityinflu-

encedthenarrationofthehistoryoftheYugoslavpeoplesandtheirrelationswith

theirneighbours.Inthiscontext,AlbaniansandMacedoniansareportrayedas

victimsofcommonenemies(Byzantines,Ottomans,Germans,Italians),and

AlbaniansaresaidtohaveassistedtheMacedoniansintheirstruggleforlib-

eration(forexampleintheIlindenUprising).7Thisideologypromotedtheidea

thattheYugoslavpeoplewerenotresponsibleforinstigatingmutualconflicts.In

dealingwithlaterperiods,thecausesforsuchconflictsareusuallyattributedto

thefascistandNaziregimesandtheircollaborators.TheAlbaniansandMace-

donians,alongwithotherYugoslavpeoples,arethereforedefinedasthevictims

offascistinvaders.ThusinIstorijazaVIIIOddelenie(Historyforgrade8,1982)it

isstatedthatsomeAlbanians,undertheinfluenceofItalianfascists,dreamtofa

greaterAlbania.8

Towardstheendofthesocialistperiod,inthetextbooksfromthe1980s,there

isastrengtheningoftheMacedonianethno-nationalnarrative,whichalsoaf-

fectedrepresentationsofethnicAlbanians.TheideologyofBrotherhoodand

Unitystilldominatesthenarrative.TheethnicconflictbetweentheYugoslav

peoples,aswelltheconflictsbetweenethnicAlbaniansandethnicMacedonians,

isstilldefinedintermsofaforeignenemyseekingtodestroytheunityofthe

Yugoslavpeoples.However,inasectiondedicatedtoWW2andtheoccupationof

MacedoniainIstorijazaVIIIOddelenie(1982),thereisexplicitreferencetothe

MacedonianpeopleasvictimsoftheAlbanianauthoritiesandtheirpolicies.The

occupyingregimesaredefinedethnicallyasBulgarianandAlbanian.Thusfor

thefirsttimeMacedoniaandMacedoniansareexplicitlyrepresentedasvictims

7Dinevetal.,IstorijazaVIIOddelenie(1972),p.186.
8DimeskiandKuševski,IstorijazaVIIIOddelenie(1982)p.82.
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ofanAlbanianaggressor,usuallycharacterizedasnationalistsandbalists

(membersoftheAlbaniannationalistorganizationBaliKombetar).9

Anotherexamplecanbefoundina1972textbook,inasectiondealingwiththe

historyoftheOttomanEmpireentitled‘FeudalAnarchy’,whichcoversthepe-

riodbetweentheendoftheeighteenthcenturyandtheintroductionofthe

Tanzimatreforms.Itdefinestheactivitiesofthearamiskičeti(groupsofbrig-

ands)asaninternalproblemfortheOttomanEmpire,andstressthatthegroups

consistedofarmydeserters,Janissaries,Muslimsandnon-Muslims,andoth-

ers.10Noethnicdesignationofthemembersofthesegroupsisprovided.Yet

IstorijazaVIIOddelenie(Historyforgrade7,1983)definesthemasAlbanian

and/orOttoman/Turk.11Moreover,itclaimsthatthevictimsofthesebandswere

exclusivelyethnicMacedonianvillagersforcedtoleavetheirhomes,andthatthe

brigands’activitiesinturnresultedinthesettlementofAlbaniansinwestern

Macedonia.12

ThisrepresentationofMacedoniansasvictimsofAlbaniansisjustoneof

manyexamplesoftheconstructionofthemythofvictimization.Thishistorical

mythissimilarlyexploitedinaccountsofthedemographicsofthewesternpart

ofMacedonia,whichtendtoshowtheAlbaniansasnewcomers.Mainstream

MacedonianhistoriographyoftenclaimsthatthesettlementofAlbaniansin

westernMacedoniaisarecentphenomenon.Theseclaimsarecentraltoanother

historicalandpoliticalmyth:themythoforigin,orthequestionof‘whocame

first’.

TheImageofAlbaniansinthePost-SocialistPeriod

TheriseofnationalisminYugoslaviaduringthe1980sandtheturbulentbreakup

ofthestateledtoanevengreaterincreaseinethno-nationalisticnarrativesand

negativeportrayalsofAlbanians.Scholarsdealingwithpost-socialisthistory

curriculaandtextbookrevisionclaimthattheremovalofMarxistideologyfrom

textbooknarrativesonlystrengthenednationalistideology.13

Inthetextbookspublishedinthe1990snewtopicsareintroducedcovering

Albanianhistory,andthatoftheMacedoniansinAlbania.Albaniaisdescribedas

oneofthecountriesthatparticipatedinthedivisionofMacedoniaafterthe

Balkanwars,duetothefactthatitreceivedasmallportionofformerlyMace-

9Ibid.,pp.79–82.
10Dinevetal.,IstorijazaVIIOddelenie(1972),pp.114–5.
11Dinevetal.,IstorijazaVIIOddelenie(1983),p.65.
12Ibid.,p.65.
13Dimou,‘Intoduction’,in‘Transition’,ed.byDimou(2009),pp.7–44.
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donianterritory.14ThisisthefirsttimethattheAlbaniansareexplicitlypre-

sentedasenemiesandaggressors.

Ethno-nationalisticnarrativesandnegativeimagesoftheAlbaniansarealso

strengthenedthroughtheuseofavarietyofnegativeterms.Forexample,the

ethnonym‘Albanian’isusuallyaccompaniedbyepithetssuchas‘criminal

bands’,‘occupiers’,‘tribe’,and‘mountaineers’.15Thelattertwotermsareused

synonymouslywiththemoreexplicitlynegativeterms‘barbarians’or‘un-

civilizedpeople’.16Significantly,theAlbaniansaretheonlyethnicgroupfromthe

Balkansnotdefinedasa‘people’inasectionofIstorijazaVIOddelenie(History

forgrade6,2001)dealingwiththeMiddleAges.Inthesamesection,thetextbook

providesadefinitionofthetermŠkiptar,thusrelativizingtheuseofthepejo-

rativetermŠiptarbytheethnicMacedonians.17Oneoftheproposeddefinitions

forthistermis‘mountaineers’.Theuseofthesepejorativeepithetsinthenar-

rativepromotesthemessagethatAlbaniansareverydifferenttotheMace-

doniansandtheotherethnicgroupsintheBalkans,andessentiallyculturally

inferior.Indeedthetextbookfortheseventhgradeclaimsthatthecultureof

AlbanianswaslessdevelopedincomparisontotheotherpeoplesoftheBal-

kans.18Moreoverallpeoplelivinginagivencountryorregionandwhospeaka

differentlanguagetothemajorityarereferredtoasinorodno(non-native)in

thesetextbooks.19ThisleadspupilstotheconclusionthattheAlbaniansin

Macedoniaareanon-nativepopulation,andthereforecanbeconsidered‘out-

siders’,nottrulypartofsociety.

Anotherimportantdevelopmentisthealmostcompleteomissionofthe

previousnarrativesrelatingcooperationbetweentheAlbaniansandtheMace-

donians,aswellasofpassagesinwhichthetwopeopleswerepresentedasvictims

ofacommonenemy.Onlyafewsuchexamplesremainandtheycanbefoundin

thesectionsthatdepictthehistoryofAlbaniaduringOttomanrule.However,

evenhere,instancesofcooperationandjointstruggleagainsttheenemyareleft

out.Forexample,inthesectionthatdealswiththeIlindenUprising,thepassage

dedicatedtotheassistanceandinvolvementoftheAlbaniansisexcludedalto-

gether.

InIstorijazaVIIIOddelenie(Historyforgrade8,1992),aclearreflectionofthe

14Veljanovskietal.,IstorijazaVIIIOddelenie(1995),p.15;Trajanovski,IstorijazaVIIOd-
delenie(1997),p.123.

15Panovetal.,IstorijazaVIOddelenie(2001),p.41;Trajanovski,IstorijazaVIIOddelenie
(1997),pp.76–7.

16Panovetal.,IstorijazaVIOddelenie(2001),p.41;Trajanovski,IstorijazaVIIOddelenie
(1997),p.58.

17Panovetal.,IstorijazaVIOddelenie(2001),p.41.
18Trajanovski,IstorijazaVIIOddelenie(1997),pp.60–2.
19Veljanovskietal.,IstorijazaVIIIOddelenie(1995),p.46.
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politicaltensionsandproblemsrelatedtotherightsoftheAlbaniancommunity

inMacedoniacanbeobserved;heretherelationshipbetweenAlbaniaandYu-

goslaviaafter1948isdefinedas‘non–friendly’and‘dishonest’.Thenarrative

assertsthatthoserelationswerecompromisedbyAlbanianclaimsthattherights

oftheAlbanianminorityinYugoslaviawerenotbeingrecognized.Thetextbook

adoptsacounter-position,statingthat,inAlbania,thenationalrightsofMace-

donianswerenotrecognized.20Indoingso,itmarginalizesconcernsabout

humanrightsandjustifiesthesecondarypositionofethnicAlbaniansinMac-

edoniansociety.

Toconclude,wecansayontheonehandthatinthefirstpost-socialisttext-

books,Albaniansarerepresentedasculturallyinferioraggressorswhoarrivedin

Macedoniarelativelyrecently,andwhofrequentlycommittedactsofbarbarism

androbberyagainsttheethnicMacedonians.TheethnicMacedoniansonthe

otherhandarerepresentedasculturallysuperior,andtheunfortunatevictimof

theirneighboursandco-citizens,theethnicAlbanians.Suchnarrativeslend

supporttoanumberofpoliticalandhistoricalmythsconnectedwithMace-

doniannationalideologyandpoliticalcultureandexploitedbyboththepolitical

andintellectualelites;theseincludethemythofvictimization,themythof

origin,andthemythofsuperiorityovertheenemy.

TheImageofAlbaniansinPost-ConflictHistoryTextbooks

Thecurriculumreformof2004,whichsawtheproductionofanewsetoftext-

books,aimedattheeliminationofthenegativeimagerysurroundingAlbanians

andothercommunitiesintheoldertextbooks.Attemptsweremadetoinclude

positiveelementsofthehistoriesofallcommunitiesinthecountry.Thenew

textbookswerethereforeexpectedtopromotedemocraticvalues,socialin-

clusiveness,andtoleranceinamulti-ethnicandmulti-religioussociety;this

representsatypicalformoftextbookrevisionforpost-conflictregions.However

manyscholarstodayagreethattheMacedonianhistorytextbookscurrentlyin

usepossessanethno-nationalnarrativethatservesthecreationofnational

identitiesandsupportsthedominantnationalandpoliticalideology.21Thereisa

riftinthisnarrative,betweentheAlbanianandMacedonianversionsofevents.

Thetextbooksgivetheimpressionthatthetwoethnicgroupslivedcompletely

20Kiselinovskietal.,IstorijazaVIIIOddelenie(1992),p.134.
21Pichler,‘HistoriographyandthePoliticsofEducationintheRepublicofMacedonia’,in
‘Transition’,ed.byDimou(2009),pp.217–47;Stojanov,‘InSearchofAutochthony’,Der
Donauraum,50(3–4)(2010),pp.225–34;Petroska-Beskaetal.,Integralnaanalizana
učebnicitepoisrorijazaosnovnoobrazovanie(2011).
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separatelyinthepast,whichamountstotacitsupportfortheircontinuedseg-

regation.

Althoughnegativetermsusedpreviously,suchasšiptari,inorodno,andkačaci

(kachaks)havebeenremoved,thenarrativeandthemessagesimpartedupon

pupilscontinuetopromotenegativeimagesinamoresubtleway.Moreover,ina

changefromprevioustextbooks(thoseofthe1990s),certaineventsarenolonger

definedinethnicterms.Forexample,theAlbanianradicalandnationalistic

militaryunitsactiveduringtheSecondWorldWararetermed‘enemyarmed

formations’or‘counter-revolutionarygroups’,theethnicdesignationsofearlier

textbookshavingbeenremoved.22Similarchangeshavebeenmadetodescrip-

tionsofarmedgroupsprevalentattheendoftheeighteenthcentury,similarly

viewedinprevioustextbooksthroughanethnicprism.Despiteattemptstoavoid

themoreunpleasantanduncomfortablepartsofrecenthistory,thereareseveral

casesinwhichtheMacedoniansarepresentedasvictimsoftheAlbanians.For

example,Albaniaisagaindepictedashavingparticipatedinthepartitionof

Macedonia.

TheMacedonianethno-nationalnarrativeimplicitlypromotesstereotypesof

Albanians.Asintheearliertextbooks,itrepresentstheAlbaniansasaculturally

inferiorpopulation,asthisexamplefromIstorijazaVIOddelenie(Historyfor

grade6,2009)shows:‘DuringtheMiddleAges,inAlbania,aswellasinother

neighbouringcountries,theinhabitantsofthetownsandvillagesweremost

oftenilliterate’.23SuchcharacterizationsareabsentfromtheMacedoniannar-

rativeofthetextbook.Anothertextbookstatesthatuntilthefourteenthcentury

therewasnoevidenceofanAlbanianlanguage,andthattheAlbanianfeudal

lordscommunicatedinaSlaviclanguage.Furthermore,theAlbaniansarerep-

resentedashavingresistedreformsandmodernization:‘TheTanzimatreforms

wereaimedatimprovingthesituationintheOttomanEmpire.ButtheAlbanians

werenotpleasedwiththem.Theywereespeciallyopposedtomilitarycon-

scriptionandpayingtaxes’.24Throughthiskindofcharacterization,thetext-

bookspromoteandstrengthenoldstereotypesaboutethnicAlbaniansin

Macedoniansociety.Moreover,thestereotypesfitwithcontemporarypolitical

viewsofsomepartsoftheMacedonianpoliticalandintellectualeliteconcerning

theirAlbanianco-citizens.Inthiscontext,thetextbookssometimesofferpo-

liticalstatementsandexplanationsregardingtheoriginoftheAlbanians,asin

thefollowingquote:‘[…]thepercentageoftheAlbanianminorityisduetothe

22Ristovskietal.,IstorijazaVIIIOddelenie(2009),p.97.
23Boškoskietal.,IstorijazaVIOddelenie(2009),p.79.
24Ačkoska,etal.,IstorijazaVIIOddelenie(2005),p.50.

RepresentationsofEthnicAlbaniansinMacedonianHistoryTextbooks

© 2017, V&R unipress GmbH, Göttingen 
ISBN Print: 9783847108115 – ISBN E-Lib: 9783737008112

265

Open-Access-Publikation im Sinne der CC-Lizenz BY 4.0

http://www.v-r.de/de


highnaturalgrowthoftheAlbanianpopulation,butalsototheexcessiveim-

migrationofAlbaniansfromSerbia[KosovoandSouthernSerbia]’.25

Therearemanyinstancesinwhichthetextbooksreflectafearamongethnic

MacedoniansthattheyareunderpressurefromethnicAlbanians.Thefollowing

quotefromthesametextbookconcernsthestatusandtherightsofAlbaniansin

theRepublicofMacedonia:‘[…]withthenewConstitution[post2001]ofthe

RepublicofMacedoniatherightsofminoritieswereexpandedfurtherthan

prescribedbyinternationalstandards’.26Notonlydoesthetextbookpromotethe

viewthatMacedonia’sethnicAlbaniansarestrangersintheirhomecountry,but

italsodefinesthemasaminority,whichgoesagainsttheconstitutionallydefined

statusofAlbaniansandotherethnicgroups,whorepresentan‘ethniccom-

munity’ratherthanaminority.Theterm‘minority’isofteninterpretedasde-

notingasecond-classcitizenstatus.

Despitethesenegativerepresentationsinthefirstpost-conflicttextbooks,

evidenceofcooperationandjointstruggleagainstcommonenemiescanalsobe

found.Somecomponentsofsocialist-eratextbooksarereintroducedintothe

mostrecentsetoftextbooks.Yettheseexamplesareproblematicasthenarration

isincompleteandthepoliticalandsocialcontextismissingfromaccountsof

certainevents.Forexample,theanti-fascistpartisanmovementintheSecond

WorldWarisdescribedasexclusivelyMacedonian;onecaseofanethnicAl-

banianjoiningtheanti-fasciststruggleismentionedinasubsectionoutsidethe

mainnarrativeentitled‘youmightfindthisinteresting’.27

WecanconcludethatanyinclusionofAlbanianfiguresisanexceptionthat

onlyservestoconfirmcertainpoliticalmythsandtomanipulatethenational

feelingsofethnicMacedonians.Thenarrationofpost-conflicttextbookscreates

adichotomyof‘bad’versus‘good’Albaniansinhistory;thelatterassistinthe

Macedoniannationalstruggle,whiletheformerfightforAlbania.Thisdichot-

omyisexploitedforpoliticalgaininthecontextofinter-ethnicrelationsinthe

country.Ithasbeenusedanachronisticallyinrecenttimestoexplainanumberof

contemporaryproblems,depictingAlbaniansasatraditionallynon-loyalele-

mentinsociety.

MyanalysisshowsthatethnicAlbaniansarestillrepresentedinpost-conflict

textbooksasaggressorsandoppressors.Atthesametimetheyaredepictedas

newcomerstoMacedonia,asanethnicgroupthatisculturallyinferiorand

opposedtomodernization.

25Ristovskietal.,IstorijazaVIIIOddelenie(2009),p.133.
26Ibid.,p.135.
27Ibid.,p.91.
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Conclusion

TheimageoftheAlbanianOtherinMacedonianhistorytextbookshascon-

tinuouslyaltereddependingonthepoliticalandideologicalcircumstancesofthe

timeinwhichthetextbookappears.ThegeneralimageofAlbanianswasrela-

tivelyneutral,withoneortwoexceptions,until1990andthey,likeallother

Yugoslavpeoples,wereseenasvictimsoftheirneighbours’aggressionandthe

enemiesofthesocialistmovement(thebourgeoisieandfascistregimes).How-

ever,themarginalizationofAlbaniansandAlbaniainhistorytextbooksandthe

omissionofanysharedpastisindicativeofthecomplexpositionoftheAlbanian

communityinYugoslavsociety,includinginsocialistMacedonia.

Duringthelastdecadeofthesocialistperiodthereisaperceptibleincreasein

nationalistrhetoricemployedinthetextbooks,andthefirstnegativeimagesof

Albaniansbegintoemerge.TheriseofnationalisminYugoslaviaandtheesca-

lationofinterethnicconflictsinKosovoarereflectedintextbookspublishedafter

thebreakupofYugoslavia.Thefirstpost-Yugoslavtextbooks,publishedin1992,

andthosepublishedin1995and1996,containextremelynegativeimageryof

Albanians.Forthefirsttimethelatterareexplicitlyportrayedasaggressorsand

oppressorsoftheMacedonians.Thesetextbooksnotonlypromotestereotypes,

butalsoopenlyandunambiguouslyuseoffensiveterms.Althoughthepost-

Yugoslavreformofthecurriculawasactuallyaimingtode-ideologizehistory

education,itratheronlyservedtostrengthenthenationalistnarrative,adapting

tothenewpoliticalsituationandaffectinginterethnicrelationsbetweenAlba-

niansandMacedonians.Thecurriculareformof2004aimedtoerasethecontent

thathadhithertopromotedstereotypesandprejudices.Onthebasisofmy

analysishere,whichbuildsonotherscholars’examinations,wemayconclude

thatthereformfailedtopromotepeaceeducation,asthetextbooksstillcontain

subtlenegativeimageryofethnicAlbanians.

Theseareconclusionsthatoughttobeborneinmindinfuturetextbook

revisionandinattemptstodeveloppeaceeducation.Thisanalysisalsoreveals

somethingofthegeneralattitudeofpolicy-makerstowardstheAlbaniancom-

munitylivinginthecountry.Assuchitsresultsgobeyondeducationalpolicy;

theycanbeemployedinpoliticalanalysis,aswellasinbroaderanalysesofthe

creationofhistoricalmemoriesandtheuseofhistoryinMacedoniansociety,

bothinYugoslavandpost-Yugoslavcontexts.
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